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INTRODUCTION 
 

As requested by MMC Energy, Inc., CH2M HILL conducted environmental review to 
specifically address potential impacts to cultural, for the Chula Vista Energy Upgrade 
Project (CVEUP). This study is considered supplementary to a study conducted on October 
10, 2006 by LSA Associate, Inc. (Fulton 2006) that failed to locate any cultural resources 
within the existing Chula Vista Power Plant property. A supplemental cultural resources 
survey of the existing Chula Vista Power Plant, in addition to two temporary construction 
laydown areas, was conducted by Clint Helton, Cultural Resources Specialist of 
CH2M HILL on July 10, 2007.  A summary of findings for cultural resources are presented 
below. The archaeological sensitivity of the CVEUP site and laydown sites are considered 
low. 
 
 
CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY RESULTS 
 
On July 10, 2007 Clint Helton, M.A., RPA performed a cultural resources pedestrian 
inventory of the proposed CVEUP Project plant site and two temporary construction 
laydown areas. For completeness, survey was conducted over all parts of the plant site and 
laydown areas that were accessible (not covered by structures) using 10-meter parallel 
transects. 

The proposed CVEUP is located within the boundaries of the existing four-acre site known 
as the MMC Chula Vista Power Plant, within the City of Chula Vista, California. The site is 
located on a Pleistocene terrace on the north side of the Otay River within the Peninsular 
Ranges physiographic province of California. The site is relatively flat at an approximate 
elevation 60 feet above mean sea level.  

The existing MMC Chula Vista Power Plant was constructed in 2000 and has no buildings or 
structures over 45 years old. The parcels to the east and the west possess new business 
parks, constructed only within the past five years. The parcel to the south includes the Otay 
Regional Park and is densely vegetated. The parcel to the north contains an auto salvage 
and storage yard with no buildings or structures over 45 years old.  Similarly, the two 
temporary laydown areas do not possess structures over 45 years old either within or 
abutting them. Therefore, no separate architectural survey was conducted for the Project. 
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Plant Site 
 

The existing MMC Chula Vista Power Plant site is located at 3497 Main Street in the City of 
Chula Vista, San Diego County. The site has been heavily disturbed by the construction and 
operation of the existing plant and areas that have not been developed have been graded and 
landscaped with non-native vegetation. Recent geotechnical investigations indicate the entire 
property is underlain by some 25 feet of artificial fill (Ninyo & Moore 2006).  

Mr. Helton surveyed the existing MMC Chula Vista Power Plant property and where visible 
soils were present, a 200-foot buffer surrounding the site. The entire property is heavily 
disturbed by construction of the existing seven-year-old plant.  Ground visibility was good. 
No cultural resources were present and archaeological sensitivity is considered very low. 
 
Temporary Construction Laydown Sites 

 
Laydown Site #1 
 
The laydown site located directly southeast of the existing plant was used as a former 
palette storage yard.  The ground surface is graveled, graded, and generally heavily 
disturbed. Ground visibility was good. No cultural resources were located and sensitivity is 
considered very low. 
 
Laydown Site #2 
 
The second laydown area is located next to the Coors Stadium, approximately 3 miles to the 
east.  The site is a heavily graveled parking area, currently used for event parking at the 
adjacent stadium. The ground surface was heavily graveled and graded. Ground visibility 
was good. No cultural resources were present and sensitivity is considered very low. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

No cultural resources were encountered during the survey. Since no objects or sites were 
located, no site records were prepared. No impact to any cultural resources is expected to 
occur within the CVEUP site or laydown areas and no further work is recommended. 
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