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February 4,2010 

Mr. Mike Monasrnilh 
Cali fornia Energy Commission 
Attn: Dockel No. 09-AFC-8 
1516 Ninth Slreet, MS- 15 
Sacrarnenlo, CA 95814-55 12 

Dear Mr. Monasmith: 

Genesis Solar Energy Project, AKA Next Era Ford Dry Lake Solar Projec t 
Docket 09-AFC-8 
08-RIV 10, 155.051 

AB"OWSCIlWARZENf-GGER G9vJ::mor 

N~x your p(fK·tr! 
/j~ ~1I"g)' ~jJici~nI! 

The Cali fornia Department of Transportation (Caltrans) received the Appl ication for 
Certification CD's Volume I and D for the above referenced project, which will be located 
approximately five miles northwest of Interstate 10 (1- 10) near the city of Blythe. The proposed 
project wi ll consist of two independent concentrated solar electric generating fac il ities located on 
4 ,640 acres of land managed by the Bureau of Land Management. A proposed new transmission 
line, a new access road ex tending north from the interchange at Wi ley's Well Road Rest Stop, 
and a new natural gas pipeline wi ll be co-located in one linear canidor to serve the main project 
facility. The generation ti e- line would cross 1-10, and tie into the Blythe Energy Project 
Transmission Line, which is currently under construction. 

Although this project is in the preliminary stage and site plans as to the road extension and where 
the tie-line would cross 1-10 have not been developed yet, the following comments for your 
review are not to be considered complete, fi nal or inclusive. 

Access Road 
• Righl-of-way (RW) forI- IO extends beyond the Wiley's Well Road Rest Stop. If it is 

delennined that the access road will be within our RW, plans for work within Caltrans RW 
must be prepared accordi ng to most recent Cal trans design standards and construction 
practices. 

• The applicant shall mai ntai n the access road. 
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1-10 Tie-l ine 
• If lane closures are required on the State Highway System during construction , we 

recommend that the Section 5 17 of the Encroachment Permits Manual be referenced forthe 
proper procedures to manage traffic during construction. The manual can be accessed on line 
at : http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/traffops/developserv/permitsl 

Project Development Procedures Manua] 
Chapter 17-Transverse Utility Encroachment 
New utility installations , and adjustment or relocation of existing uti lities, may be permitted to 
cross a freeway or expressway. To the extent feasible and practi cable, they shou ld cross on a line 
generally normal to, but not less than 60Q from the freeway longi tudinal alignment, and 
preferably under the freeway. 
The utili ty should be located in such a manner that it can be serviced, maintained, and operated 
from outside the right of way, except for special cases covered under "New Utility Longitudinal 
Encroachments" . 

Caltrans has the di scretionary authority to issue special permits for the movement of 
vehicles/loads exceeding statutory limitations on the size, weight, and loading of vehicles 
contained in Division 15 of the California Vehicle Code. Requests for such special permits 
requires the completion of and application for a Transportation Permit. 

Information regarding Transportation Permit application for travel entering the State or 
beginning SOUTH of the San Luis Obispo/Kern County lines (includes lnyo and Mono Counties) 
contact: 

SOUTH Region Transportation Permits Office 
464 West 4th Street, 6th Floor, MS 6 18 
San Bernardino, CA 92401 -1400 
(909) 383-4637 

Or you may visit our web page at: http://www.doLca.gov/hq/traffopsJoermits/contact.htm 

Issuance of a Caltrans Encroachment Permit will be required prior to any construction within the 
R Wand shall be in compliance to all current design standards, applicable policies, and 
construction practices. Please re ference the Encroachment Permits Manual al: 
hltp:/Iwww.dot.ca.2.ov/hq/traffops/developserv/permitsl Chapter 600 Utility Permits for 
applicable requirements. In addition we recommend referenCing the Right of Way Manual 
Chapter 13: hup:llwww.dot ca.gov/hq/row!rowman/manuallindex.htm and the Project 
Development Procedure Manual Chapter 17: hnp:lldOl .ca.gov/ha/oppd/pdpmlpdpmn.htm 

We also recommend the analysis or any construction related traffic impacts to Slale facilit ies. 
Please refer to the Guide/or rhe Prepararion a/ Traffic Impact Studies at the following website 
for applicable policy and procedures: 

h lto:/ Iwww.dot.ca. go v Iha/t ra ff ops! de vel opserv loperar i onal s ystemslreportsJti s gu i de. pd f 

"Cal/ran.! improvt$ mabilily arms.! Cilli/ornio" 



Mr. Mike Monasmith 
February 4, 2010 
Page 3 

These comments are based upon a review of the material s provided for our evaluation. Other 
comments detai ling possible impacts to State facilities may follow as the project progresses. We 
appreciate the opportunity to review this project. If you have any questions regarding thi s letter , 
plcase conlaCl me at (909) 383-4557 for assiSlance. 

Sincerely, 

DANIEL KOPULSKY 
Office Chief 
Community PlanninglIGR-CEQA 

c: Candace M. Hill , California Energy Commission 
Richard Goh, Encroachments Permits~ Ri vers i de 
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