United States Department of the Interior 2
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT =
Palm Springs-South Coast Field Office “"\ ’
1201 Bird Center Drive "
Palm Springs, CA 92262-8001 TAKE PRIDE
(760) 838-7100 Fax (760) 833-7199 INAMERICA

rern JUN 2 1 2010

Visit us on the Internet at

www. bim.gov/ca/palmsprings/
JUN 17 2010 DOCKET
In Reply Refer To: : 09'A FC'8
8100/1310 (P)
CAD-060.66 DATE 06/17/10
CACA-048880 ) . - -
CERTIFIED MAIL — RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED RECD. M

Deputy Director Terry O’Brien

Chief, Siting, Transportation, and Environmental Protection Division
California Energy Commission

1516 9" Street MS-16

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Obrien,

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) Palm Springs-and South Coast Field Office would like to
continue our efforts to inform and consult with you pursuant to our responsibilities under Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) regarding the proposed NextEra Genesis Ford Dry Lake
Solar Project on lands managed by the BLM. To summarize, NextEra Genesis LLC submitted an
application to the BLM for a right-of-way to develop a solar energy generating facility on federal land in
eastern Riverside County. This project is located approximately 25 miles west of the city of Blythe,
California, south of the Palen/McCoy Wilderness Area and north of Interstate 10. Ground
disturbing activities associated with this project may include construction of access and/or utility roads,
administration, operations, and maintenance buildings, a natural gas pipeline, a transmission line, and
installation of the solar collecting systems. '

The purpose of this letter is to provide you with an update on the BLM’s efforts with regard to Section
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA), and to transmit the NextEra Genesis Ford Dry
Lake Project Draft Programmatic Agreement (Agreement) for your review and comment. Since the
project may not be able to avoid all historic properties (resources listed on or eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places), regulations implementing the NHPA require that the lead agency (i.e. BLM)
prepare an agreement document in consultation with Indian Tribes, interested organizations and
individuals, the California State Historic Preservation Officer, and the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservation. On April 23, 2010, the BLM convened a meeting to discuss with Tribes and other
consulting parties the need to prepare a programmatic agreement that will govern how the BLM will meet
its Section 106 responsibility for the project. As discussed at the meeting, the BLM agreed to develop the
initial draft of the agreement, which would follow the format of a programmatic agreement which is being
developed for the Tessera Solar Imperial Valley Solar Project in Imperial County, California. The
programmatic agreement for the Imperial Valley Solar Project has had the involvement of the Advisory
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Council on Historic Preservation, the California State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO), the Army
Corps of Engineers, and the California Energy Commission, as well as the participation of Indian Tribes,
the National Trust for Historic Preservation, the California Unions-for Reliable Energy, the National Park
Service’s National Historic Trails Program, and other consulting parties. Since many of those parties are
also consulting parties to the programmatic agreement for the NextEra Genesis Ford Dry Lake Solar
Project, it was agreed that proceeding with drafting an agreement based on the Imperial Valley Solar
Project model would be an efficient and effective way to proceed, would provide consistency in the
manner in which BLM is managing the section 106 review of renewable energy applications throughout
the California Desert region, as well as expedite the consultation process by adopting or refining language
- that has already had substantive input, review and comment by a majority of the consulting parties. It
would also allow the consulting parties to focus on tailoring the agreement to the specific issues of the
NextEra Genesis Ford Dry Lake Solar Project.

Pursuant to the above, the BLM has developed a draft programmatic agreement that outlines the manner

in which the BLM will take into account the effects of the proposed project and conclude its

responSIbllmes under Section 106 (please see Enclosure 1). We are submitting this draft agreement for

your review and comment. We request that you provide any comments back to us at your earliest

convenience or prior to July 16, 2010. Comments may be submltted to the BLM electronically in portable
: document format (PDF), by email, or by letter. :

Once the draft programmatic agreement has received this initial review and comment by the Tribes and
the consulting parties, BLM will address the comments and incorporate changes and produce a revised
second draft which BLM will provide to all consulting parties for further review and consultation. As
required by section 106, BLM must have a finalized agreement before the Record of Decision is signed
for the project. The Record of Decision is scheduled to be signed in late August or September 2010.

The BLM has also tentatively approved a draft cultural resources survey report for this project. If you
would like a copy of this report to review or to facilitate your participation in consultation on this project,
please contact us at as provided below to identify the appropriate individual or office to receive this
information and to coordinate on the format and manner on which the BLM can provide this information.

Once again, please send us your comments on the enclosed draft Agreement at your earliest convenience
or before July 16, 2010. If you would like an electronic version (PDF) of the draft programmatic
agreement please let us know and we will be happy to provide that for you. The BLM would also be glad
. to meet with you to provide a briefing or other additional information that may be requested. The BLM
point of contact for the development of the draft Agreement is George E. Kline, Archaeologist: email:
George_Kline@ca.blm.gov and phone: (760) 833-7135. The BLM project manager for the overall project
is Allison Schaffer, email: Allison_Shaffer@ca.blm.gov and phone: (760) 833-7100.

Thank you for your continuing cooperation with this office. We look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
=t ol
John Kalish
' f"/ Field Manager

~ Enclosures: (1) NextEra Genesis Ford Dry Lake Draft Programmatic Agreement



APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION FOR THE

GENESIS SOLAR ENERGY PROJECT

APPLICANT

Ryan O’Keefe, Vice President
Genesis Solar LLC

700 Universe Boulevard

Juno Beach, Florida 33408
E-mail service preferred
Ryan.okeefe@nexteraenergy.com

Scott Busa/Project Director

Meg Russel/Project Manager
Duane McCloud/Lead Engineer
NextEra Energy

700 Universe Boulvard

Juno Beach, FL 33408
Scott.Busa@nexteraenergy.com
Meg.Russell@nexteraenergy.com
Duane.mccloud@nexteraenergy.com

E-mail service preferred

Matt Handel/Vice President
Matt.Handel@nexteraenergy.com
Email service preferred

Kenny Stein,

Environmental Services Manager
Kenneth.Stein@nexteraenergy.com

Mike Pappalardo
Permitting Manager
3368 Videra Drive

Eugene, OR 97405
mike.pappalardo@nexteraenergy.com

Kerry Hattevik/Director

West Region Regulatory Affairs
829 Arlington Boulevard

El Cerrito, CA 94530
Kerry.Hattevik@nexteraenergy.com

APPLICANT’'S CONSULTANTS
Tricia Bernhardt/Project Manager
Tetra Tech, EC

143 Union Boulevard, Ste 1010
Lakewood, CO 80228
Tricia.bernhardt@tteci.com

*indicates change
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James Kimura, Project Engineer
Worley Parsons

2330 East Bidwell Street, Ste.150
Folsom, CA 95630
James.Kimura@WorleyParsons.com

COUNSEL FOR APPLICANT
Scott Galati

Galati & Blek, LLP

455 Capitol Mall, Ste. 350
Sacramento, CA 95814
sgalati@gb-llp.com

INTERESTED AGENCIES
California-ISO
e-recipient@caiso.com

Allison Shaffer, Project Manager
Bureau of Land Management
Palm Springs South Coast

Field Office

1201 Bird Center Drive

Palm Springs, CA 92262
Allison_Shaffer@blm.gov

INTERVENORS

California Unions for Reliable
Energy (CURE)

c/o: Tanya A. Gulesserian,
Rachael E. Koss,

Marc D. Jos?h

Adams Broadwell Joesph

& Cardoza

601 Gateway Boulevard,

Ste 1000

South San Francisco, CA 94080
tqulesserian@adamsbroadwell.com
rkoss@adamsbroadwell.com

Tom Budlong

3216 Mandeville Cyn Rd.

Los Angeles, CA 90049-1016
tombudlong@roadrunner.com

*Mr. Larry Silver

California Environmental
Law Project

Counsel to Mr. Budlong

E-mail preferred

larrysilver@celproject.net

Californians for Renewable
Energy, Inc. (CARE)
Michael E. Boyd, President
5439 Soquel Drive

Soquel, CA 95073-2659
michaelboyd@sbcglobal.net

*Lisa T. Belenky, Senior Attorney
Center for Biological Diversity
351 California St., Suite 600

San Francisco, CA 94104
Ibelenky@biologicaldiversity.org

*lleene Anderson

Public Lands Desert Director
Center for Biological Diversity
PMB 447, 8033 Sunset Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA 90046
ianderson@biologicaldiversity.org

OTHER

Alfredo Figueroa

424 North Carlton

Blythe, CA 92225
lacunadeaztlan@aol.com

ENERGY COMMISSION
JAMES D. BOYD
Commissioner and Presiding
Member
jboyd@energy.state.ca.us

ROBERT WEISENMILLER
Commissioner and Associate Member
rweisenm@energy.state.ca.us




Kenneth Celli Caryn Holmes Jennifer Jennings

Hearing Officer Staff Counsel Public Adviser's Office
kcelli@energy.state.ca.us cholmes@energy.state.ca.us publicadviser@energy.state.ca.us
Mike Monasmith Robin Mayer
Siting Project Manager Staff Counsel
mmonasmi@enerqgy.state.ca.us rmayer@energy.state.ca.us

DECLARATION OF SERVICE

I, Maria Santourdjian declare that on June 30, 2010, | served and filed copies of the attached BLM Cultural
Resources Consultation Letter for Genesis Solar Energy Project (09-AFC-8). The original document, filed with the
Docket Unit, is accompanied by a copy of the most recent Proof of Service list, located on the web page for this
project at:

[http://ww.energy.ca.gov/sitingcases/genesis_solar].

The documents have been sent to both the other parties in this proceeding (as shown on the Proof of Service list)
and to the Commission’s Docket Unit, in the following manner:;

(Check all that Apply)

FOR SERVICE TO ALL OTHER PARTIES:

X sent electronically to all email addresses on the Proof of Service list;

X by personal delivery;

X by delivering on this date, for mailing with the United States Postal Service with first-class postage thereon
fully prepaid, to the name and address of the person served, for mailing that same day in the ordinary
course of business; that the envelope was sealed and placed for collection and mailing on that date to those
addresses NOT marked “email preferred.”

AND

FOR FILING WITH THE ENERGY COMMISSION:

Xx__ sending an original paper copy and one electronic copy, mailed and emailed respectively, to the address
below (preferred method);

OR

depositing in the mail an original and 12 paper copies, as follows:

CALIFORNIA ENERGY COMMISSION
Attn: Docket No. 09-AFC-8

1516 Ninth Street, MS-4

Sacramento, CA 95814-5512
docket@energy.state.ca.us

| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct, that | am employed in the county where this
mailing occurred, and that | am over the age of 18 years and not a party to the proceeding.

Originally Signed by
Maria Santourdjian

*indicates change 2



