
 
 
 
 
 
IN REPLY REFER TO: 
CACA-015562A 
(CA-066.62) 
 
 
Penny Jennings Eckert, Ph.D. 
19803 North Creek Parkway 
Bothell, WA 98011 
 
Dear Dr. Eckert, 
 
We received your request for information on species of concern, special natural communities, and other 
biological issues within the proposed Project Genesis solar project area. 
 
Your project is located within the BLM’s Northern and Eastern Colorado Desert Coordinated 
Management Plan (NECO) area.  This Plan details the management of biological resources within the 
NECO area, including the management of 64 special status plant and animal species and four conserved 
natural communities (desert dry wash woodland, sand dunes, playas, and desert chenopod scrub).  The 
Plan also established a Multi-species Conservation Zone consisting of Desert Wildlife Management 
Areas (DWMA), Wildlife Management Areas (WHMA), and existing Wilderness Areas. 
 
Portions of your project are within a WHMA.  Please refer to the Plan for more information on the 
mitigation and survey requirements for the Special Status Species and the four conserved natural 
communities within WHMA’s.  The entire document is available on the BLM California website. 
 
For your reference, I am including a map showing your proposed project in relation to the Wilderness 
areas, DWMA’s, and WHMA’s, and a complete list of the Special Status Species within the NECO plan 
area. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact me at (760) 251-4821. 
 
 
 

Mark Massar 
Wildlife Biologist 
Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Land Management 
Palm Springs / South Coast Field Office 

 
Attachment- 
1 – NECO Special Status Species 
2 -  Map showing the proposed Project Genesis in relation to the Wilderness Areas, DWMA’s, and 
WHMA’s 



 
NECO Special Status Species (BLM Northern and Eastern Colorado Desert Coordinated Management Plan, 2002) 
Species Listing Status  
Mammals 
Desert bighorn sheep  
(Ovis canadensis subspecies nelsoni)  

BLMSS 
SP 
Game Species. 

Burro deer  
(Odocoileus hemionus eremicus) 

State Game Species. 

Mountain Lion (Yuma puma) 
(Felis concolor browni). 

CSSC 

California leaf-nosed bat  
(Macrotus californicus) 

BLMSS 
CSSC 

Occult little brown bat  
(Myotis lucifugus subspecies occultus) 

CSSC 
 

Cave myotis  
(Myotis velifer) 

BLMSS 
CSSC 

Fringed myotis  
(Myotis thysanodes) 

BLMSS 
 

Pallid bat  
(Antrozous pallidus) 

BLMSS  
CSSC  

Townsend's big-eared bat  
(Plecotus townsendii)  

BLMSS  
CSSC 

Pocketed free-tailed bat  
(Tadarida femorosaccus) 

CSSC 

Western mastiff bat  
(Eumops perotis) 

BLMSS  
CSSC 

Colorado Valley Woodrat  
(Neotoma albigula venustra) 

CSSC 

Birds 
Mountain Plover  
(Charadrius montanus) 

FC 

Golden eagle  
(Aquila chrysaetos) 

CSSC 

Ferruginous hawk  
(Buteo regalis) 

CSSC 

Prairie Falcon  
(Falco mexicanus) 

CSSC 

Elf owl  
(Micrathene whitneyi) 

SE 

Burrowing owl  
(Speotyto cunicularia) 

BLMSS  
CSSC 

Gila woodpecker  
(Melanerpes uropygialis) 

SE 

Vermilion flycatcher  
(Pyrocephalus rubinus) 

CSSC 

Southwestern willow flycatcher  
(Empidonax traillii extimis) 

FE 

Bendire's Thrasher  
(Toxostoma bendirei) 

BLMSS 
CSSC 

Crissal Thrasher  
(Toxostoma crissale) 

CSSC 

LeConte's Thrasher  
(Toxostoma lecontei) 

BLMSS 
CSSC 

Yellow warbler  
(Dendroica petechia) 

CSSC 

Reptiles 
Chuckwalla  
(Sauromalus obesus) 

no special designations. 

Colorado Desert fringe-toed lizard  
(Uma notata) 

BLMSS 
CSSC 

Mojave fringe-toed lizard  
(Uma scoparia) 

BLMSS 
CSSC 

Flat-tailed horned lizard  
(Phrynosoma mcallii) 

FC/ BLMSS/ CSSC 

Desert rosy boa  
(Lichanura trivirgata) 

no special designation. 

 



NECO Special Status Species 
Desert tortoise  
(Gopherus agassizii) 

FT/ ST  

Amphibians 
Couch's spadefoot toad  
(Scaphiopus couchi) 

BLMSS  
CSSC 

Plants (CNPS list/ Fed. Or State Status) 
Angel Trumpet 
(Acleisanthes longiflora) 

2/ none 

Harwood’s rattleweed 
(Astragalus insularis var. harwoodii) 

2/ none 

Borrego Milkvetch 
Astragalus lentiginosus var. Borreganus 

2/ none 

Coachella Valley milkvetch 
(Astragalus lentiginosus var. coachellae) 

1B/ FE and BLMSS 

Red grama 
Bouteloua trifida 

2/ none 

Fairyduster 
Calliandra eriphylla 

2/ none 

Saguaro 
Carnegiea gigantean 

2/ none 

Crucifixion thorn 
(Castela emoryi) 

2/ none 

Los Animas colubrine 
(Colubrina californica) 

2/ none 

Spiny abrojo 
(Condalia globosa pubescens) 

4/ none 

Foxtail cactus 
(Coryphantha alversonii) 

4/ none 

Glandular ditaxis 
(Ditaxis clariana) 

2/ none 

Wiggin’s croton 
Croton wigginsii 

2/ SR 

Winged cryptantha 
Cryptantha holoptera 

4/ none 

California ditaxis 
(Ditaxis serrata var. californica) 

3/ none 

Howe’s hedgehog cactus 
Echinocereus engelmanii var. howei 

 

Crown-of-thorns 
(Koeberlinia spinosa ssp. Tenuispina) 

2/  none 

Spearleaf 
(Matelea parvifolia) 

2/ none 

Robison's monardella 
Monardella robisonii 

1b / BLMSS 

Munz’ cholla 
(Opuntia munzii) 

1b/ BLMSS 

Opuntia wigginsii 
Wiggins' cholla 

3 / none 

Palafoxia arida var. gigantea 
Giant Spanish-needle 

1b / BLMSS 

Penstemon albomarginatus 
White-margined beardtongue 

1b / BLMSS 

Pholisma sonorae 
Sand food 

1b / BLMSS 

Pholistoma auritum var. arizonicum 
Arizona pholistoma 

2 / none 

Physalis lobata 
Lobed ground-cherry 

2 / none 

Desert unicorn plant 
(Proboscidea althaeifolia) 

4/ None 

Orocopia sage 
(Salvia greatae) 

1b/ BLMSS 

Cove’s cassia 
(Senna covesii) 

2/ None 

Mesquite neststraw 
(Stylocline sonorensis) 

1a/ None 
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NECO Special Status Species 
Jackass clover 
(Wislizenia refracta ssp. palmeri) 

2/ None 

Mecca-aster 
(Xylorhiza cognata) 

1b/ BLMSS 

1Listing Status Key: 
FE Federally Endangered 
FT Federally Threatened 
FC Federal Candidate 
SE State Endangered 
ST State Threatened 
CSSC        California Species of Special Concern 
SP             State Fully Protected 

SR               State Rare 
BLMSS       Bureau of Land Management Sensitive Species 
California Native Plant Society rating: 
1a=   Extinct 
1b=   Rare in California and elsewhere 
2=     Rare in California, but common elsewhere 
3=     Review list (need more information) 
4=     Watch list (plants of limited distribution) 
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