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Memorandum

DATE LOCT 26 Date : October 26, 2006
RECD.INV 1 | Telephone: (916) 654-4996
To: Jackalyne Pfannenstiel, Chairman
James D. Boyd, Vice Chair .
Arthur H. Rosenfeld, Ph.D., Commissioner
John L. Geesman, Commissioner e’

Jeffrey Byron, Commissioner

From: California Energy Commission - B. B. Blevins

1516 Ninth Street Executive Director
Sacramento, CA 95814-5512

subject: HUMBOLDT BAY REPOWERING PROJECT, DATA ADEQUACY RECOMMENDATION
(06-AFC-7)

On September 29, 2006, Pacific Gas and Electric Company (PG&E) submitted an
Application for Certification (AFC) for the proposed Humboldt Bay Repowering Project
(HBRP) in Eureka, California. The HBRP will be a load following plant consisting of ten
(10) natural gas-fired Wartsila 16.3 megawatt (MW) reciprocating engine-generator sets
and associated equipment with a combined nominal capacity of 163 MW. The HBRP
will also be capable of running on California Air Resources Board (CARB) - certified
diesel fuel in order to ensure local area reliability in the event of natural gas
curtailments, which occur fairly often during winter in the Eureka area. This project is a
repowering of the existing Units 1 and 2, which have a combined capacity of 105 MW,
and the two 15 MW Mobile Emergency Power Plants at PG&E’s Humboldt Bay Power
Plant. By use of a closed-loop cooling system, HBRP would limit its demand for
combined industrial and potable water use to approximately 2.9 acre-feet/year. The
generators would connect to the existing switchyard via two 60-kV tie lines and one
115-kV tie line.

Staff has completed its data adequacy review of the AFC and has determined that it
does not meet all the requirements listed in Title 20, section 1704, and Division 2,
Chapter 5, Appendix B of the California Code of Regulations for the 12-month process.
Therefore, we recommend that the Energy Commission find the AFC inadequate and
adopt the attached list of deficiencies. Of the 23 technical disciplines reviewed, we
believe the information contained in the AFC is deficient in two areas. The sections of
the AFC that require additional information to meet data adequacy for the 12-month
process are: Socioeconomics and Transmission System Engineering.

Attached is a summary table and data adequacy worksheets for all technical disciplines.
The worksheets for the aforementioned sections identify the additional information that
we believe is necessary to fulfill the AFC data adequacy requirements.

The California Coastal Commission has reviewed the AFC and has indicated that they
consider the application as complete. In addition, the North Coast Unified Air Quality
Management District has indicated that they consider the application for Determination
of Compliance complete.



At the Energy Commission’s business meeting on November 8, 2006, | will recommend
that the Energy Commission adopt the list of deficiencies and not accept the AFC until
the additional information specified in the data adequacy worksheets is supplied.

If you have any questions, please call John Kessler, staff's Project Manager, at (916)
654-4679.

Attachment



Attachment A

Overview of Energy Commission Staff’'s
Data Adequacy Determination
Humboldt Bay Repowering Project

06-AFC-7
Technical Area Attachment B Adequate
Page No. ?

AIR QUALITY ..ttt e re et e e e rn e e 5 YES
ALTERNATIVES.......cciiiriieeciriie s ensacna e s s e e e eaas 10 YES
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES.........ccceociiiiiiienrnnreenrannenens 11 YES
CULTURAL RESOURCES.......c.cciceriviticiircrciin e e 15 YES
EFFICIENCY ...t v e s s e e r e ana s 19 YES
FACILITY DESIGN......ccccoiimmririr s rcrencre e 21 YES
GEOLOGICAL HAZARDS........cccocimmiericnnincrcrarresinsannns 24 YES
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS HANDLING.......................... 26 YES
LAND USE. ..o iiiiiiicierrr e s st e s s e s e ranrrn e 28 YES
NOISE..... ot rrcrscra s e s r e s e nn e 31 YES
PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES..............cceeninnnnee. 34 YES
PROJECT OVERVIEW.......c.coeeiiciiiiereere s e rrenaeae 37 YES
PUBLIC HEALTH. ... crtre e er s e e e 41 YES
RELIABILITY ..uiai i e r s s rn s s e s e n e e e e 43 YES
SOCIOECONOMICS. ...t e s e e 45 NO
SOILS... .ttt s e s e e e 51 YES
TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORTATION.........ccociiiiiiiiinenn, 53 YES
TRANSMISSION LINE SAFETY AND

NUISANCE.........o ittt e r s e 56 YES
TRANSMISSION SYSTEM ENGINEERING...................... 59 NO
VISUAL RESOURCES .......c. ot cccve e 63 YES
WASTE MANAGEMENT ... e e ce e 66 YES
WATER RESOURCES. ..o 69 YES
WORKER SAFETY ......ciiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e iaceer s s ceaas 72 YES




ATTACHMENT B

ENERGY COMMISSION STAFF’S
List of Data Inadequacies

Humboldt Bay Repowering Project
06-AFC-7

October 26, 2006
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