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stone-faced terraces, niches, a stand alone triangular stone feature, a stone
upright, and a small patch of angular white quartzite pavement. Staff did not
observe any artifacts in the midst of or in the vicinity of the feature group. The
origin of the site has proven problematic. Staff and the BLM have discussed the
issue and solicited the professional opinions of a number of resource managers,
consultants, and scholars of Mojave Desert archaeology. The results of those
discussions and solicitations are inconclusive. Staff and the BLM request that the
applicant implement the protocol below in an attempt to acquire the minimum
amount of data necessary to determine whether the subject site is a Native
American traditional use area eligible for inclusion in either the California
Register of Historical Resources (California Register) or the National Register of
Historic Places (National Register), and, if so, whether the degradation of the
integrity of the site would be either a substantial adverse change in the
significance of a historical resource under the California Environmental Quality
Act or an adverse effect under the National Historic Preservation Act. Staff and
the BLM will consider the results of the work done under this protocol sufficient to
conclude the archaeological effort to determine whether ISEGS-01 is a Native
American traditional use area and, if so, whether the site is eligible for inclusion
in either the California or National Registers. The protocol would include

a. BACKGROUND LITERATURE REVIEW. Review the available ethnographic
literature for the Southern Paiute, the Chemehuevi, and the Mojave to discern
whether comparable site types are known for these Native American peoples.

b. CONSULTATION WITH REGIONAL EXPERTS. Contact resource managers,
consultants, and scholars of the Great Basin and of the Southwest to inquire
whether the subject site is a familiar site type and to solicit professional
opinions as to its origin and use.

c. FIELD AND LABORATORY INVESTIGATION METHODS.

1) Conduct a close field examination of the subject site and the site vicinity,
including visual inspection for artifacts, cultural manuports, and ecofacts.

2) Conduct appropriate geophysical inspections of site features and the site
vicinity to ascertain the presence of ferrous metal objects or other
subsurface anomalies.

3) Conduct an examination of the stone features to ascertain the material
composition of the features, feature construction methods that any
patterns in the placement of the stone may reveal, and the apparent
relative age of the features as may be discerned by the differential
development of patination and vamish, or of organisms on the stones in
the faces of the features.

4) Conduct, if the results of the examination done in fulfillment of 1) through
3) above prove to be inconclusive, test excavations of the stone-faced
terrace that impounds the stone upright and the quartzite pavement patch,
and the triangular, stand-alone stone feature to ascertain the presence or
absence of cultural residues. Such excavations ought to include
examinations of sediment composition, and the lateral and vertical
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