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Mr. Roger Briggs, Executive Director and members of the RegionalBoard

Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board

81 Higuera St., Suite 200

San Luis Obispo, CA 93401

RE: Duke MBPP NPDES draft permit




February 2, 2002

Dear Mr. Briggs and Members of the Regional Board

Please consider CAPE's concerns about substituting Habitat Enhancement for Best Technology Available  to minimize  adverse environmental impacts of the Morro Bay Cooling Water Intake Structure.

Because the required 316(b) Resource Assessment has shown that Duke's new combined cycle facility  will entrain and kill 17-33% of  all larval fish, crab  and invertebrates born in the Morro Bay estuary each year of  the plant's expected 50-year lifetime, any Habitat Enhancement plan which your board orders must be proven to work consistently over a period of 50 years and proven to offset the huge larval loss  at the intakes with an equal or larger increase in larval productivity throughout the estuary.  

To the best of CAPE's knowledge, little  or no data exists to validate the success of Habitat Enhancement/restoration programs being proposed as a possible substitute for BTA. If any such information is available please refer us to this resource material.

Regional Board staff stated in its December 7, 2001 status report on the Duke modernization that, "other systems [technologies] can be considered [as BTA] such as the aquatic filter, but they must be shown to work."   The report also stated that "the habitat enhancement approach should provide a nexus to the impacts caused by the once-through cooling water system." It is our understanding that staff believes there MUST be a nexus to justify habitat enhancement as BTA. If Regional Board staff insists that technology "must be shown to work" to minimize the adverse environmental impacts of Morro Bay's CWIS, then CAPE insists that Habitat Enhancement must be shown to work as well, if such a plan is ordered as BTA for the Duke Morro Bay modernization. 

Sincerely, 

Henriette Groot

Coastal Alliance on Plant Expansion
Letters & Donations Welcome:   Please Mail to Post Office Box 526, Morro Bay, CA 93443.
www.plantexpansion.org


