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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
Ecological Services
Carlsbad Fish and Wildlife Office
6010 Hidden Valley Road
Carlsbad, California 920] 1

In Reply Refer To:
FWS-IMP-4754.1
FER 13 2006
Mr. Don Mitchell
URS Corporation
130 Robin Hill Road, Suite 100
Santa Barbara, California 93117

Subject:  Request for Candidate, Proposed, Threatened, or Endangered Species for the Ei Centro
Generating Station Unit 3 Re-powering Project and the Niland Gas Turbine Plant Project,
Imperial County, California

Dear Mr. Mitchell:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has reviewed the information provided in your January 10, 2006,
letter to assess the potential presence of federally listed threatened, endangered, or proposed species
at the proposed project sites. To assist you in evaluating whether or not the proposed project may
affect listed species, we are providing the attached list of federally listed species that may occur in the
general project areas. Please note that this is not a comprehensive list.

Both the proposed El Centro and Niland projects are located in potential habitat for the mountain
plover (Charadrius montanus) and burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia hypugaea), state species of
special concern. These species are not State-listed, however project review under the California
Environmental Quality Act may require addressing any potential impacts to these species, as well as
others. You should contact the California Department of Fish and Game for State-listed and other
sensitive species that may occur in the area of the proposed projects. Please note that State-listed
species are protected under the provisions of the California Endangered Species Act. We recommend
that you seek assistance from a biologist familiar with your project sites, and experienced in assessing
the potential for direct, indirect, and cumulative effects to species and their habitats likely to result
from the proposed activities.

Section 9 of the Act prohibits the “take” (e.g., harm, harassment, pursuit, injury, kill) of federally listed
wildlife. “Harm” is further defined to include habitat modification or degradation where it kills or injures
wildlife by impairing essential behavioral patterns including breeding, feeding, or sheltering. Take
incidental to otherwise lawful activities can be authorized under sections 7 (Federal consultations) and 10
(habitat conservation plans) of the Act.

If a proposed project is authorized, funded, or carried out by a Federal agency and may affect a listed
species, then the Federal agency must consult with us on behaif of the applicant, pursuant to section 7 of
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the Act. During the section 7 process, measures to avoid and minimize project effects to listed species
and their habitat will be identified and incorporated into a biological opinion that includes an incidental
take statement that anthorizes incidental take by the Federal agency and applicant. Informal consuitation
may be used to exchange information and resolve conflicts with respect to listed species prior to a written
request for formal consultation.

Should you have any questions regarding the species on the enclosed list or your responsibilities under
the Act. please call Kurt Roblek of my staff at (760) 431-9440.

Sincerely,

P

i Therese O’ Rourke
Assistant Field Supervisor



Mr. Don Mitchell (FWS-IMP-4754.1)

Listed Endangered, Threatened, Proposed, and
Candidate Species that May Occur in the
Vicinity of the Niland Gas Turbine Plant,

Imperial County, California

Common Name Scientific Name
Desert tortoise Gopherus agassii
Flat-tailed horned lizard Phrynosoma mcallii

T: Threatened PT: Proposed Threatened
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California Department of Fish and Game
Natural Diversity Database

Selected Elements by Scientific Name - Portrait

CDFG or
Scientific Name/Common Name Element Code Federal Status  State Status GRank SRank CNPS/R-E-D
1 Bufo alvarius AAABB01010 G5 SH SC
Colorado river toad
2 Bufo alvarius AAABB01010 G5 SH SC
Colorado river toad
3 Chamaesyce abramsiana PDEUPODO010 G4 S1.2 2/3-2-1
Abrams's spurge
4 Chamaesyce abramsiana PDEUPODO010 G4 S1.2 2/3-2-1
Abrams's spurge
5 Charadrius montanus ABNNBO03100 G2 S27? SC
mountain plover
6 Charadrius montanus ABNNBO03100 G2 S27? SC
mountain plover
7 Cyprinodon macularius AFCNB02060  Endangered Endangered Gl S1
desert pupfish
8 Cyprinodon macularius AFCNB02060 Endangered Endangered Gl S1
desert pupfish
9 Dendroica petechia brewsteri ABPBX03018 G5T3? S2 SC
yellow warbler
10 Dendroica petechia brewsteri ABPBX03018 G5T3? S2 SC
yellow warbler
11 Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus ABNMEO03041 Threatened G4T1 S1
California black rail
12 Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus ABNMEO03041 Threatened G4T1 S1
California black rail
13 Opuntia munzii PDCACODOVO Gl S1.2 1B/3-1-3
Munz's cholla
14 Opuntia munzii PDCACODOVO Gl S1.2 1B/3-1-3
Munz's cholla
15 Polioptila melanura ABPBJ08030 G5 S4
black-tailed gnatcatcher
16 Polioptila melanura ABPBJ08030 G5 S4
black-tailed gnatcatcher
17 Rallus longirostris yumanensis ABNMEO501A  Endangered Threatened G5T3 S1
Yuma clapper rail
18 Rallus longirostris yumanensis ABNMEO501A  Endangered Threatened G5T3 S1
Yuma clapper rail
19 Rynchops niger ABNNM14010 G5 S1S3 SC
black skimmer
20 Rynchops niger ABNNM14010 G5 S1S3 SC
black skimmer
21 Sterna caspia ABNNMO08020 G5 S4
Caspian tern
22 Sterna caspia ABNNMO08020 G5 S4
Caspian tern
23 Sterna nilotica ABNNMO08010 G5 S1 SC
gull-billed tern
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Natural Diversity Database
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24 Sterna nilotica ABNNMO08010 G5 S1 SC
gull-billed tern

25 Taxidea taxus AMAJF04010 G5 S4 SC
American badger

26 Taxidea taxus AMAJF04010 G5 S4 SC
American badger

27 Toxostoma crissale ABPBKO06090 G5 S3 SC
Crissal thrasher

28 Toxostoma crissale ABPBKO06090 G5 S3 SC
Crissal thrasher

29 Xyrauchen texanus AFCJC11010 Endangered Endangered Gl S1
razorback sucker

30 Xyrauchen texanus AFCJC11010 Endangered Endangered Gl S1
razorback sucker
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