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BACKGROUND 
On SPPE application page 6.4-12, the applicant described the literature search conducted for the 
proposed project.  The search was conducted at the Southeastern Information Center of the 
California Historical Information System (CHRIS), the Office of Historic Preservation's website for 
California Historical Landmarks, and the database for the National Register of Historical Places. 
 
Two previous surveys, conducted adjacent to the project site, were identified.  Three historic 
features, two railroads and one building, were previously recorded within the 0.5-mile radius 
around the project site.  Two previously recorded prehistoric sites were identified outside the 
0.5-mile radius.  Copies of this information and additional information are needed to ensure that all 
the cultural resources have been identified so staff can complete its analysis. 
 
DATA REQUEST 
 
5. Please provide copies of all the information obtained from the CHRIS including the previous 

survey reports identified on page 6.4-12.  Since the CHRIS annotates a map in color showing 
the location of cultural resources, please provide a color copy of the map indicating the location 
of cultural resources.  Since it is likely that the location of archaeological sites will be revealed 
in this information, three copies should be submitted under confidential cover.

 
DATA RESPONSE 
 
5. In the preparation of the Cultural Resources section of the SPPE, URS representatives visited 

the Imperial Valley College Desert Museum (Museum), which is the Imperial County 
Information Center for the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS).  In the 
course of this literature review, two cultural resource surveys were identified that had been 
conducted within 0.5 mile of the Project; however, these surveys did not result in the 
identification of cultural resources.  In those instances when archaeological sites are not 
revealed in a previously conducted cultural resources survey, URS does not typically copy the 
entire site report; rather, the National Archaeological Database (NADB) Forms contained in 
those reports (or the title page, which usually contains the NADB number for the report) are 
copied.  This is viewed as a practical matter since cultural resource surveys, even smaller 
ones, can run into hundreds of pages.  In addition to the two cultural resources surveys 
identified, two historic resources, which include the Southern Pacific and the Imperial and Gulf 
Branch railroads, were previously recorded within a 0.5-mile radius from the Project.  Other 
resources identified outside of the 0.5-mile radius include one historic building (the Niland 
Bank) and two prehistoric resources.  A discussion on the location of the prehistoric sites was 



Docket Number 06-SPPE-1 
First Round Data Requests 
Niland Gas Turbine Plant 

April 2006 
 
 

DATA REQUEST #5 
CULTURAL RESOURCES   

included in the Cultural Resources Technical Report to further provide information regarding 
the location of known prehistoric sites in relationship to the Project.  Three copies of all Site 
survey information, NADB forms and other documents will be provided under a confidential 
cover.  
 
In response to the question concerning color maps, the museum has plotted on USGS maps 
the location of cultural resources throughout the county.  The locations of these sites were 
hand transcribed onto URS photocopied USGS sheets, as the Information Center (IC) typically 
does not allow photocopying of their own map(s).  The information gathered from the IC is 
plotted in Figures 5.1 and 5.2, which were included in the Cultural Resources Technical 
Report. 
 
Thus, URS feels that it has provided all pertinent and relevant materials and has exhausted all 
available resources in attempting to locate previously recorded sites within the 0.5-mile radius 
area surrounding the Project Site. 
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