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22 December 2005

Applicable Native American Contact
Addressee Name

Address

City State, Zip

Subject: Imperial Irrigation District, Niland Combustion Turbine Project

The Imperial Irrigation District (IID) is proposing to increase the energy output of their Niland
Substation with the addition of two combustion turbine generators and associated components.
These generators will provide a low cost dispatchable energy to meet the growing energy
consumption of the region. The project will affect an area of approximately ten acres on a 160-
acre property (Figure 1). In order to complete this project, IID is requesting an Application for
Certification (AFC) from the California Energy Commission (CEC). CEC regulations require
that the project undergo environmental resources assessments (e.g., cultural, paleontological,
biological, etc.) prior to issuance of a certification. The potential effects of this project upon
cultural resources are being evaluated under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA).

In compliance with CEQA, a cultural resources assessment of the project area was undertaken
by the IID’s cultural resource consultant, URS Corporation (URS). The cultural resources
assessment included a literature review, conducted at the Southeast Information Center
Imperial Valley College Desert Museum, to identify previous cultural resource surveys,
archaeological sites, and historic structures that may be impacted by the undertaking. A field
survey was also conducted to locate previously recorded and unrecorded sites within the project
area. The literature review and field survey yielded no previously recorded or unrecorded sites
within the proposed area of affect.

Although the pedestrian survey and literature review have failed to indicate the presence of
prehistoric sites within the project area, URS has consulted with the Native American Heritage
Commission (NAHC) regarding the presence of sacred lands within the project area. The
NAHC responded to our request on December 19, 2005 (see attached letter) stating that they
have no knowledge of sacred lands within the specified project area. The NAHC, however, did
suggest contacting you as an alternative source of information regarding the location of cultural

URS Corporation

8181 East Tufts Avenue
Denver, Colorado

Tel: 303-694-2770
WWW.Urscorp.com



resources that may not be recorded with either the NAHC or the Southeast Information Center.
URS also recognizes that often times Traditional Cultural Properties, although eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP), are not released to those outside the
Native American community.

URS appreciates your time in considering this letter and responding to our request for more
information concerning the location of cultural resources in respect to the proposed project.
Please contact me at (619) 294-9400 should you have any questions or concerns regarding this
submittal.

Sincerely,
URS Corporation

Kevin Mock
Senior Archaeologist
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