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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

MNu signs of the desert tortoise were observed on-site although the site may have once
been used by this species. Flabitat for the fat-tailed homed lizard is absent. Hahitat for
both the Palm Springs ground squirre] and Palm Springs pocket mouse is present on-site,
however neither species was observed during this series of surveys. Pit-fall trap data
indicate that the Coachella Valley Jeruzalem ericket does not ocour on-site. The wildlife
observed on-site include only common species such as the jackrabbir, coyote, desert
iguana, and western whipeail lizard, The 10.0 acre site shows sians of human disturbance
along 1t's penmeter and in isolated locations throughout the site.

The proposed use af the 10.0 acre project site is not expscred to result in significant local
or regional environmental impacts. Potential foraging habitat for some common species is
expected 1o be eliminated by this project, However, since the project site is so small, the
enviconmental effects are expected to be negligible,

Survey data collected on-site would be cohanced if surveys were conducted in the SpTing.

Page !



1.0 INTRODUCTION

Wintee Energy, LTD plans to develop an electrical substation on the 10 acre project site
1o serve the needs of future wind energy development in the area. The site is located
north of Interstate 10, east west of Indian Avenue and north of 15th Avenue along (Figure
1, Figure 2). Site photographs (Figure 3, Tigure 4, F igure 3, Figure ) were taken at the
corners of the site toward the middle of the site and are included herein to enhance the
understanding of this report.

This document has heen developed to discuss the findings of a biological survey that was
completed on-gite on December 15 & 16, 2000 and January 4, 2001,

2.0 MATERIALS & METHODS
The methodolopy used {o evaluate the biological resources on the 10,0 acre site are
discussed below.

2.1 Field Surveys

The project site was surveyed between 9:00 - 3:00 pm, December 13 & 19, 2004, and
hetween the hours of 7:30 am - 9:30 am on January 4, 2001, Surveys were conducted on
foot. Surveys of the site were completed along linear transects separated by 30 fest from
adjacent transects. Survey trans¢cts covered the entire site and are based on the survey
protocol guidelines of the United States Fish and Wildfhfi Service (1992), A toral of 20
pit-fall traps were place at 10 meter intervals across the site on December 15, 2000 and
checked and removed on December 16, 2000,

2.2 Weather Conditions During Supéeys

Weather conditions during the December 18, 2000 survey are summarized as follows:
wind speed averaged 13 mph from the west, skies were clear, air temperature was 02
degrees F, soil temperature wes 61 degrees F. The weather conditions during the
December 19 surveys were as follows: wind speed averaged 10 mph from the wesl,
seattered clouds and aithorne sand and dirt were prevalent, air temperature was 62
degrees F, soil temperature was 70 degrees F. Weather canditions during the January 4,
2001 surveys were as follows: wind speed averaged 5 mph from the west, skies were
clear, air temperature was 67 degrees F, soil temperature was 60 degrees T,
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3.0 RESULTS

31 Literature Search

The Californiz Matural Diversity Database indicates that the following endangered,
threatened and/or sensitive species exist or have once existed in the Seven Palms Valley,
Desert Hot Sprinis, Palm Springs and Cathedral City region of the Coachella Valley
(Appendix A). This list does not reflect what is on the project site but racher what has
been obsecved within the borders of these USGS quadrangles. These species are listed
below and inclede the following notations describing their status {where C = California, F
= federal, T = threatened, E = cndangered, SOC = species of concern, P = proposed and
N = no official status).

Deep Canyon snapdragon (M - Antirrhinmm cyanthifersan), Coachella Valley milk-vetch
(FE - Astragalus lentiginosus coachellae), ayenia (M - Ayenia compacia), Arizona spurge
(N - Chamaesyce arizonted), flat-seeded spurge (FSOC - Chamaesyce platyspermal,
desert pupfish {FE, SE - Cyprinicion meacularis), California ditaxis (FSOC - Difaxis
ceeliformica), glandular ditaxis (N - Ditenels claria), willow flycatcher (8E - Empidonax
traiflii), prairic falcon (M - Faloo mexlocs), Little San Bernardino Mountains gilia
(FSOC - Gifia maenlaty), Coachella Valley giant sand treader cricket (F50C -
Mercrobaenetes valgen), spearleal (M - Matelea parvifolia), slender woollvhead (N -
Nemeeoufus denrdare), Colorado Valley woodrat (N - Neotoma albigula verisia),
cheeseweed owlily (FSOC - Oliarces clara), peninsular bighorn sheep (Chiis canadensis
cremnobates), flat-tailed hornedl lLzard (N - Phrynosoma meaili), Wack-tailed gnatcatcher
{N - Polioptila telanura), vermilion flycatcher (4 - Pyrocephalis rubines), Coachella
Valley round-tailed ground squirrel (FSCO - Spermaphilus tereticandus chiorus),
Cnachella Jerusalem cricket (FSCO - Stenopefmatus catpilaensis), Laguns Mountaing
jewelflower (N - Spreplanthus beriardings), crissal thrasher (N - Joxosiazss erizsale), Le
Conte's thrasher (M - Toxostome feconted), Coachella Valley fringe-teed lizard (FT, SE -
Flma inoesare), and Mecea aster (FROC - Xvlorfiza cognalal,

The Deep Canyon snapdragon (Autivehimme cyanthiferin, is knawn o occupy only
rocky sites below 300 meters in elevation. Rocky terrain is not present an-site and
therefore habitat for this species is not present. None were observed during this survey.

The Coachella Valley milk-vetch (Asiragalis lentiginosus coacheliae) is a federal
endangered species that 15 known to cocur in the Coachella Valley. This species blooms
between February and May. Through seed dispersal this plant may colonize anywhere
within the Whitewater Floodplain or the San Gergonio Pass where suitable habitat is
present. Kobaly (1983} obsenved this species aleng the eastern edge of Windy Point in the
San Gorgonio Pass (specific location not listed in database). Ne sign of this plant was
ahserved during this survey, although a spring-time botanical survey should be conducted.

Avenia (dyenia compactzy (s 2 plant species that ocewrs in sandy and gravely soils
hetween 150 - 1095 meters in elevation. Mo signs of this species were observed during the
surveys although potential habitat may be present on-site.
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Arizona spurige (Chamaesyce arizoniea) is a small plant that is rarely more than a few
inches tall. In general, the growth of this species is lateral rather that vpward, Thig species
was not observed on site and has not been observed in any area north on T-10 by Victor
Horchar in the past five years.

The flat-seeded spurge (Chamaesyce platyspermg) is a federal species of concemn. This
species is mere commen to Mexico and Arizona than California. A population of
fat-seeded spurge was observed near Edom Hill within the Whitewater Floodplain (3
miles south of the project site, south of T -10) in 1926 and mare recently by Yictor
Hoechar (19983 near Deep Canyon Rescarch Center in Palm Desert. The habitat
requirements on-site for the Hat-seed spurge are marginal, and none were abserved during
these surveys.

The desert pupfish (Cyprinidon macalaris) is both a federal and state endangered species
which requires perennial pools of water, Habitat for this species is not present on site and
therefore no live puphsh were cbserved,

The California ditaxis (Diteecis cofiforniea) is & federal species of concern. This plant
occurs in sandy washes and in alluvial fans. Mo signs of this species have been recorded
on the habitet type that ocours on-site. There is a greater likelihood that if'this species
were to ocgur in the region it would be found south of [ =10 in the Whitewater Floodplain,
Mo signs of this ditaxis were present during these surveys.

The glandular ditaxis (s elariana) is a small plant that occurs en sandy substrates
within washes and on hillsides where sand has accomulated. This species has been
observed historically in La Quinta, Magnesia Springs Canyaon and in the Santa Rosa
Mountains, Habitat for this ditaxis is absent from the site and no signs of this species were
obsarved during these surveys.

The willow flycatcher { Empidonen traiilii) iz listed by the Stace of California as an
endangered specics. This species ocours in dense willow thickets around water sources.
Hahitat for.this species is not present on site and none were observed.

The prairic falcan (Fafco mexicamns) is known to occur in the Coachella Valley,
Although not observed on site, this species may forage oo-site when sufficient food is
available (small rodents, snakes, lizards). This species nests typically on chifs which do
fGL GCCUT DR-SIt.

The Little San Bermnardina Mouncains gilia (Gilia maculata) is a federal species of
eancarn, This plant is known to cccur in sandy wash habitat between 190 - 1335 meters
in clevation. The elovation of the site and the absence of sandy wash habitat reduce the
likelihood that this plant could occur on site. None were observed dunng these surveys.
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The Coachella Valley giant sand treader erickat {Macrobaenetes valguir) s a federal
species of concern.  This species s known to ccour an the ridges of sand dunes and in
areas on sand dunes where springs dampen the sand. Habitat for this species is not
present on-site and no signs of this species were observed in the 20 pit-fall traps placed
across the site,

The spearleaf (Afarelea parvifoiia) is a plant which is known to occur on dry rocky ledges
and slopes between 440 - 10%3 meters in elevation. Habitat for this species does not
accur on site. It has been observed east of Highway 74 at higher elevations,

The Colorado Yalley woodrat (Neatowe efbigida venusia) has no state or federal status.
1t iz closely associated with beaver-tail cactus and mesguite, Tt occurs in warmer areas of
the Colorado Desert and has been observed by Victor Horchar in the Blythe area.
Although habitat for this species is not present on-site, potential woodrat burrows and
debris mounds were found in two locations on the eastern edge of the 10.0 acre site. A
small mammal trapping sucvey may be required to determine if this woodrat actually
DCCUTS ON-51Le.

The cheescweed owlfly (Oiiarces olarea) is a Fedecal species of concern. [t 15 known to
accur in the lower Colorade Biver drainage and it can be found under rocks or in flight
pver streams. Habitat for this species 1s absent from the project site,

lender woolly-heads {Wemacauhes devndata) has no state or federal status. This specics
was observed in 1948 along Highway 111, east of Whitewater. It accurs typically on
desert dunes, in Sonoran desart serub and coastal dunes according 1o the datzbase and the
Jepson Manual. This species was not observed on site during this survey.

The peninsular bighorn sheep (Cvis canadensis cremnobaies) is a state threatened species
and i proposed as endangered by the federal government. This species occurs below
4,000 feat in elevation in the San Jacinto Mountains and southward into Mexico, Habitat
for this species is absent from the project site.

The flat-tailed homned lizard (Phryvnosoma mreailii) has no state or federal status according
to the darabase, although other sources (USFWS, BLM, U C. Riverside) indicare thar the
species is federally threatened and will soon be listed as such officially. This species
occurs in a variery of habitats where human intrusion is minimal. Typically, this species s
observed inundisturhed sandy areas although it also occurs In areas comprised of hardpan
soils and sand wherein human intrusion is minimal. Hiscerically this species occurred
throughout the Coachella Valley southward to El Centro. [t is less common in the
Coachella Valley but is still present in higher numbers southward. No signs of this specics
were observed during these surveys. Vietor Horchar and biologists from Deep Canyon
Research Center observed less than 10 of these homed lizards in the Whitewater
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Floodplain over a ten year [1 937 - 1997} Thres sightings were recorded by Horchar m
the Washingron Street area in 1988 (2 miles north of I - IIIIj Wasnmgmn Street is
approximately 12 miles east of the site.

The black-tailed enatcatcher {Polioptila melmmrg) nests in desers wash habitat. The
project site does not contain nesting habitat for this species although 1t may stop to forage
on-site when overflying the area,

The vermilion Aycatcher (Pyrocerhalus rubimes) nests in desert wash habitat comprised of
cattonwoods, willow, mesquite and palo verde, Habitar for this species is not present
an-site although it may stop to forage on site when overflying the area.

The Coachella Valley round-tailed ground squircel {(Spermophilus tereficaudus cfiforus) is
a federal species of concern. This species prefers desert succulent scrub, desert wash,
desert scrub, alkali scrub &nd levees, Habitat for this species is not present on-site. No
signs of this species were observed during these surveys.

The Coachella Valley Jerusalem cricket {Stenopedmatis cofiiloensis) is a federsl species
af concern. It is kaown to occur on the large dunes on the northern base of the San
Tacinto Mountains, Mo signs of this species were gbserved in any of the 20 pit-fall traps
installed on-site during these surveys.

The Laguna Mountains jewelflower (Strepranthies berrardines) occurs in chaparral and
lower montane caniferous forest, Habitat for this species is absent from the project site.

The crissal thrasher { Toxostama crissafe) nests alang dense vegetation located along
streamns, andior washes wherein the vegetation is comprised of mesqguite, ironwoond,
catelaw acacia, arrowweed and willows. Habicat for this species is absent from the

project.

Le Conte's thrasher ( Toxosfona lecontel) usually nests in dense, spiny shrubs or densely
branched cactus. Mesting habitat for this species is absent on site, althaugh this species
may stop to forage on site when flying through the area.

Coachella Valley fringe-toed lizard (T, $E - Uma inornata) is listed as threatened by the
federal government and as endangered by the state. This lizard depends entirely on the
presence of acoline sand for the creation of habitat, Ne Ceachella Valley fringe-toed
lizard habitat is present on-site although it does occur south of 1-10.

The Mecea aster (Cuforkiza cognata) is a federal species of concern. This plant occurs on
steep canvon slopes where the soil is comprised of sandstone and elay. Habitat for this
species is absent [rom the projest site and none were observed during these surveys.
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The =oils on the project site are comprised of coarse sand and scattered areas with gravel
and rocks. Aenline sand deposits are not present. The site is fat, witlronly insignificant
changes in vertical relief around the site perimeter along access roads and where historical
soil excavalion has occurred to the northeast (wherein a few yards of soil have been
excavated near a decayving rock structure).

13  Digturbances

Disturbances on-site are scattered and include off road vehicle tracks, human foot tracks
angd areas where debris from human activities has been depaosited. A decaying rock
huilding (the foundation and portion of walls) s present on the northeastern side of the

site.

34 Plant Comnunities

The dominant plant community on the project site 15 erensete scrub (Figure 7) which 15
dominated by creasote (Larrea fridentaia) and burrabush {(Ambrosia dumosa). Other less
ecamman species include Mormon tea (Epfedra aspera), Encelia (Encelia farinesa), and
cheeselush (Hymenociea safsela). Non-native annuals are comman on-site and include
schismus grass (Sehicnrus barbats) and euphorbia (Enphorbia ssp.).

15  Plant Specigs
A floral compendium detailing all of the plant species observed on site is included herein
as an appendix to this report (Appendix B).

16 wildlife Speci
A wildlife compendium detailing all of the plant species observed on site is included herein
as an appendix to this repart {Appendix C).

4.0  DISCUSSION

The proposed use of the 10.0 acre project site is not expested to result in significant local
or remonal environmental impacts. Potential foraging habitat for some commen species is
expected to be eliminated by this project but because of the project size the envirenmental
effects are expected to be negligible. Wind farm developments are adjacent to the site and
use of the arca for future wind farm development weould be cne of the most effective ways
tar develop the site while minimizing habitat degradation, This use would lirmit
disturbances to access roads and tower pads whereas the use of the site for commercial
building development would eliminate 100% of the habitat on-site.
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