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 Mark Massar/BLM Call To: 

Phone No.: (760) 833-7100 Date:  August 31, 2009 

Call From: John Cleckler  

Message 
Taken By: CH2M HILL 

Subject: Rice Solar Energy Project Initial Agency Contact  

I called Mark Massar to introduce the proposed RSEP and request his initial feedback or 
thoughts on the regulatory process.   

I told Mark about the extent of surveys that had been conducted which were limited to desert 
tortoise/burrowing owl and botanical.  We also discussed the possibility that bird point count 
surveys may need to be conducted.  Mark mentioned that dune and dry desert wash 
woodlands are habitats of concern in the Rice Valley. 

Mark suggested that I refer to the NECO to answer my questions about big horn sheep 
movement corridors and targeted locations for permanent tortoise fencing along roads. 

Mark informed me that he would be attending a September 15, 2009, field visit with the 
applicant. 

Mark anticipated that my agency contacts would be Pete Sorensen with the Service and Kim 
Nicol with CDFG. 

As agreed, I emailed a copy of the RSEP tortoise survey report to Mark on September 1, 
2009, with a request for feedback on the survey results. 
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 Kim Nicol/CDFG Call To: 

Phone No.: (760) 200-9178 Date:  September 1, 2009 

Call From: John Cleckler  

Message 
Taken By: CH2M HILL 

Subject: Rice Solar Energy Project Initial Agency Contact  

I was unable to reach Kim Nicol by telephone but left her a voice message.  As discussed in 
the message, I emailed a copy of the RSEP tortoise survey report to Kim with a request for 
feedback on the survey results. 
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 Pete Sorensen/FWS Call To: 

Phone No.: (760) 431-9440 Date:  September 4, 2009 

Call From: John Cleckler  

Message 
Taken By: CH2M HILL 

Subject: Rice Solar Energy Project Initial Agency Contact  

I called Pete Sorensen to introduce the proposed RSEP and request his initial feedback or 
thoughts on the consultation and regulatory process.   

Mr. Sorensen suggested that Applicant get confirmation that the BLM will be willing to be the 
federal nexus for a section 7 consultation for the desert tortoise.  He will likely assign the 
project to his staff biologist, Tannika Engelhard, and thought her likely CDFG counterpart 
would be Meg Rodriguez.  

I asked Mr. Sorensen about the big horn sheep issue, knowing that he had done some 
significant work with the Federal listed Peninsular big horn.  He suggested that I refer to the 
connectivity information in the NECO and speak with Tom Stephenson/CDFG and Gerry 
Mulcahy/CDFG. 

As agreed, following the conversation I emailed a copy of the RSEP tortoise survey report to 
Pete and Tannika with a request for their feedback on the survey results. 
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