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     D.1 Imperial Irrigation District  

 



CALENERGY OPERATING CORPORATION 
A MIDAMERICAN ENERGY HOLDINGS COMPANY AFFILIATE 

7030 Gentry Road, Calipatria, California 92233 760-348-4000 Fax: 760-348-2714 
 
November 3, 2008 
 
Mr. Jesse Montaño  
Inter-Connect Transmission Contracts Administrator 
Imperial Irrigation District 
1561 Main St, Suite 11A 
El Centro, CA  92243 
 
Subject:  Interconnection Request Requirements for Black Rock 1, 2, and 3 
 
Dear Mr. Montaño: 
 
This letter is a submittal of the Interconnection Request Requirements for Generating Facilities 
of Black Rock 1, 2, and 3 for CE Obsidian Energy LLC. The $10,000.00 application fee is 
attached (Check No. 6902418). The information required as part of the subject request is 
attached (20 pages). 
 
CalEnergy is interested in moving through the process on a fast-track. We will work with the 
Imperial Irrigation District (IID) as needed to minimize any delays. 
 
Please contact me should you have any additional information requirements to assure this request 
is processed in a timely manner. Thank you for your assistance in moving along with the process 
of getting an interconnection agreement. 
 
Best regards, 
 
   
Doug Hackley 
Project Manager, Black Rock Project 
CalEnergy, IV 
 
Attachments 

1. Interconnection Request Requirements for Black Rock 1, 2, and 3, November 3, 2008 
2. Check for filing fee 

 
 
cc:  Steve, Larsen, President, CalEnergy 
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D.2 Imperial County Planning Department 



CALENERGY OPERATING CORPORATION 
A MIDAMERICAN ENERGY HOLDINGS COMPANY AFFILIATE 

7030 Gentry Road, Calipatria, California 92233 760-348-4000 Fax: 760-348-2714 
 
 
November 6, 2008 
 
Mr. Jurg Heuberger 
Planning and Development Services Director 
Imperial County Planning and Development Services Department 
801 Main Street 
El Centro, CA 92243-2811 
 
Subject: Proposed Amended Salton Sea Unit 6 (SSU6) Project: 

Conditional Use Permit 02-2008 
 
Dear Mr. Heuberger: 
 
The purpose of this letter is to request that Conditional Use Permit (CUP) No. 02-2008 be 
amended to i) conform to the Amended Project description and ii) take into consideration the 
currently projected construction schedule. Attached is an information package that provides the 
updated description of the project, a list of differences between the current and original projects, 
a general description of the construction phases, and a summary of environmental impacts 
categorized in accordance with the requirements of the California Energy Commission (CEC) 
Siting Regulations. 
 
CalEnergy believes Section G-14 of the Conditional Use Permit, Minor Amendment, authorizes 
you to approve of such a request when such changes will not result in any additional 
environmental impacts. We believe the proposed changes meet this requirement and respectfully 
request your concurrence and amendment of the CUP. 
 
We would appreciate the opportunity to meet with you and your staff to discuss the proposed 
changes to the project and the anticipated changes in environmental impacts. In order to allow 
you time to review the attached information package, we will contact you in the near future to 
schedule a meeting at your convenience. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
{via electronic – hard copy delivered via courier} 
 
Doug Hackley 
Project Manager 
CalEnergy 
 
Attachments 
cc:   Steve Larsen – CalEnergy 

Arrie Bachrach – ENSR 
Michael P. Fawdry, P.E. – ICSUS Group 
Peter Weiner – Paul Hastings 
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                                                 D.4  California Department of Fish and Game 



 

AECOM Environment 
1220 Avenida Acaso, Camarillo, CA  93012 
T 805.388.3775  F 805.388.3577  www.aecom.com 
 
 
 

AECOM Environment 

January 26, 2009 

 

Ms. Kimberly Nicol 
California Department of Fish and Game,  
78078 County Club Drive, Suite 109 
Bermuda Dunes, CA 92203 

Subject:  Special-Status Species Surveys for the Amended Salton Sea Unit 6 Project  

 

Dear Ms. Nicol, 

The purpose of this letter is to request California Department of Fish and Game (Department) input and 
concurrence with respect to plans for surveys for special-status wildlife species for a geothermal power 
plant project under development.  The Salton Sea Unit 6 (SSU6) project was originally licensed by the 
California Energy Commission (CEC) in 2003 and amended in 2005.  However, CE Obsidian Energy, 
LLC (the Applicant, an affiliate of CE Operating Corp.) plans to modify the project further and is seeking 
to amend its CEC license.  As originally proposed, the project was found to potentially affect the Yuma 
clapper rail (Federal endangered and State threatened) and the California brown pelican (Federal 
endangered and State endangered).  The western burrowing owl (BUOW), a California Species of 
Concern, also was found in the project area.  As discussed below, the Amended SSU6 Project 
(Amended Project) has been modified such that potential impacts to the Yuma clapper rail and brown 
pelican have been substantially reduced.  However, additional field surveys are needed to evaluate the 
potential for impacts to BUOW due to changes in the Project footprint.   

The Applicant is proposing to amend the SSU6 project to use a different geothermal power generating 
technology on the same site as the original project in Imperial County.  The site is currently used for 
agriculture, and land uses in the surrounding area include existing geothermal power facilities, 
agriculture, and the Sonny Bono National Wildlife Refuge.  Figure 1 (at the end of this letter) shows the 
Project regionally, and Figure 2 depicts the Project area, including the plant site, planned brine injection 
well pads and associated pipelines, borrow site, and transmission lines.  Please note that the 
transmission lines associated with the Project are already licensed, no changes are proposed to them 
as part of the Amended Project, and thus, no additional biological investigations are being conducted or 
planned for the transmission lines.  The focus of the additional work for which we are requesting 
Department input and concurrence are the changes at the plant site and offsite facilities that were not 
previously evaluated in the original SSU6 licensing process.  Figure 2 shows both the original SSU6 and 
Amended Project configurations.  

In addition to the different geothermal technology, primary differences between the original project and 
the Amended Project involve changes in the location and number of production and injection well pads.  
The original SSU6 project included ten production wells on five well pads and seven injection wells on 
three well pads, all of which would be located offsite.  In contrast, the Amended Project will locate all 
production well pads on the plant site and will locate nine injection wells on three well pads offsite, but in 
different locations from those originally proposed.  The Amended Project also includes a new soil 
borrow site (34 acres) to the east of the plant site.  
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The CEC concluded that the original SSU6 project would result in direct impacts to Yuma clapper rail 
habitat due to the placement of a production well pad on Obsidian Butte and the widening of McKendry 
Road needed to serve the Obsidian Butte well.  The CEC also determined that there would be indirect 
impacts to the clapper rail and the brown pelican from construction activities.  In its November 21, 2003 
Biological Opinion, the US Fisheries and Wildlife Service determined that the SSU6 project is “…‘not 
likely to jeopardize the continued existence of the Yuma clapper rail and the California brown pelican…”.   

With the Amended Project, the removal of the production well on Obsidian Butte, its pipeline to the plant 
site, and cancellation of the associated widening of McKendry Road will avoid direct impacts on the 
Yuma clapper rail because there will be no Amended Project activities that cross Yuma clapper rail 
habitat   The Amended Project also will reduce the potential for indirect impacts to the clapper rail and 
brown pelican.  Pile driving associated with the plant site facilities for the original project resulted in 
indirect impacts to the clapper rail.  The Amended Project relocates the plant site facilities that require 
pile driving further away from clapper rail habitat, thus reducing the potential for indirect impacts.  The 
relocation of the production wells and pipelines to the plant site also reduce the potential for indirect 
impacts to the California brown pelican, because the Amended Project is further removed from the 
islands south and west of Obsidian Butte that are a loafing area for the brown pelican.    

Wildlife and botanical surveys conducted in late 2008 for the new injection well pads and pipeline 
locations found that none of the new injection well pads or pipelines are located on or near habitat for 
the Yuma clapper rail, the brown pelican, or other listed wildlife and plant species.  With the exception of 
the burrowing owl, no suitable habitat for other special-status species was found within the Amended 
Project footprint.   

Figure 3 depicts the vegetation of the Project site and immediately surrounding area.  As shown on the 
figure, the Project area consists primarily of irrigated agricultural land with disturbed areas (roads, 
agricultural ditches/canals, and geothermal facilities).  The Salton Sea with associated marshes, 
riparian, and open water habitat is to the west and northwest of the Project site.  Patches of non-native 
grasses and non-vegetated areas were observed in disturbed areas adjacent to agricultural areas.  

Phase I (habitat assessment) and Phase II (burrow survey) BUOW surveys of the footprint (and a 500-
foot California Burrowing Owl Consortium protocol-recommended surrounding buffer) of the plant site, 
new injection well pads, injection pipeline routes, and borrow site were conducted in late 2008 in 
accordance with the requirements of the 1993 Burrowing Owl Consortium Protocol.  Burrows with the 
potential for use by burrowing owls, burrowing owl sign (white-wash, pellets, feathers, bones), and 
observed BUOW were mapped during the survey.   

As shown on Figure 4, the 2008 protocol Phase I and Phase II BUOW surveys identified three burrows 
with BUOW sign within the survey area, but none of the burrows were on the Project site itself.  Two 
burrows were detected with recent BUOW sign and one burrow was observed with an owl present.   

In order to meet Project schedule requirements, the Applicant plans to submit the Amendment Petition 
to the CEC in early 2009, with all of the biological resources information available to date, including 
results of the Phase I and II burrowing owl surveys summarized above.  However, submittal will occur 
prior to the survey protocol’s time window for the BUOW nesting surveys.  To meet BUOW survey 
protocol requirements, the Phase III nesting season survey will involve four site visits between April 15 
and July 15, 2009.   

Survey results, the assessment of potential impacts, and identification of mitigation measures (if 
needed) will be reported to the Department and the CEC as soon as they are available.  This will allow 
mitigation arrangements to be worked out with the Department and implemented prior to the planned 
start of Project construction in April 2010.  It will also facilitate the CEC’s development of Conditions of 
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Certification related to BUOW.  We expect to coordinate closely with you on an ongoing basis regarding 
the Phase III survey activities, to work out an acceptable mitigation plan in a timely manner, and to 
implement that plan such that we are able to meet the Project construction schedule. 

We request your general concurrence with the proposed schedule and approach for conducting the 
remaining burrowing owl surveys, which will enable the Applicant to meet their Project development 
schedule.  Please feel free to contact the undersigned at (805)388-3775 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely,  

 

 

Arrie Bachrach 
Senior Program Manager 
AECOM Environment 

on behalf of CalEnergy Corporation 

 

cc:  Mr. Doug Hackley, CalEnergy, IV 
 Mr. Michael Fawdry, ICSuS Group 
 Mr. Dale Rundquist, California Energy Commission 
 Mr. Matt Trask, Matthew Trask & Associates 
 Ms. Carol Roberts, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  

 

Attachments:  
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Amended Salton Sea Unit 6

Source: NAIP 2005, EDAW 2008

Scale: 1:18,000; 1 inch = 1,500 feet
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Figure 4
Burrowing Owl Sign and Observations
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