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Rl DGECREST, CALI FORNI A, TUESDAY, JANUARY 5, 2010
PROCEEDI NGS BEG N AT 5: 05 P. M

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Ckay. Thanks again. Just
waiting there for our stenographic reporter to get set up.
That’ s one of the features of the informational hearing is that
this is now going to be part of the public record for this
case. So the reporter will be taking down what’s said in the
roomand it will be transcribed into a booklet, posted on the
website of the Energy Conmi ssion and avail able for public
review.

Agai n, welcone. M nane is Raoul Renaud, the hearing
officer fromthe Energy Conmm ssion. Just a couple of
housekeepi ng not es.

First of all, you ve probably all noticed the
refreshnments outside. That is provided by the applicant as a
way of hel ping us be nore efficient here. W try to hold these
hearings at tines that may be convenient for people to cone
after work. Unfortunately, that often interferes with the
di nner hour. So rather than have to take meal breaks and sl ow
things down we -- we -- the applicants will provide sone |ight
refreshnents that enables us to keep going until we’'re done.
Feel free during the hearing, if you wish, to go help
yourselves. W -- we won't be offended if you get up and go
outsi de and cone back. | believe there are sonme signs saying

you can’t bring food and drink in here, but an exception has
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been made for -- for this hearing.
And the other thing is if you wish to comrent at the
end of the proceeding we would ask that you fill out one of

these blue cards. They’'re available at the table back there

with the public advisor. He'll give themto -- to nme and we' ||
call the names in the order that they are -- that | receive
t hem

W' re going to hear a series of presentations

shortly. If you have questions that are specific to sonething
that’s said in that presentation you could -- you -- we'l|
allow -- we’ll allow sone -- a brief anmbunt of tine for you to
ask those questions at the end of each presentation. |If your

guestions or you have coments that are general about the
project we would ask that you hold those until the public
coment period, which will begin at the end of those
presentations. GCh. GCkay. Cool. Al right.

Notice of today’'s hearing was provided to the parties
in the case, the adjoining | and owners, interested governnental
agencies, and it was published on the California Energy
Commi ssion website. Notice was also mailed on Decenber 3,
2009, and the Energy Conm ssion Public Adviser’s Ofice has
made efforts to reach out to the community and nake sure that
there is anple notice that we are conducting this proceedi ng.

| think before we go further we' Il reintroduce

ourselves briefly for those who weren’t here earlier. As |
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said, |I'm Raoul Renaud, the hearing officer. Let’'s start with
the folks to ny right and we’ || proceed.

COWM SSI ONER BOYD: Good eveni ng, everybody. 1'mJim
Boyd, comm ssioner of the California Energy Conm ssion. And |
am the presiding comm ssioner for the siting conmtting for
this particular siting application.

There will be another comm ssioner who will join ne
on the siting conmttee in the very new future, | am assured.
As | nentioned to the audi ence before we went on the tour,
the -- Comm ssion Levin who was the -- the associate
comm ssioner |eft the comm ssioner effective yesterday. And so
we have not had tinme to re-designate in a public hearing
anot her comm ssioner to join the siting commttee. But be
assured, there will be a second comm ssioner. But | will be
wi th you through the duration of this process.

And again, thank you all for being here tonight. As
man of you perhaps know, the State of California is awash in
applications for renewable electricity, something we’ ve been
| ooking for, for along tinme, and -- and hoping to -- and gl ad
to welcone. It has made for the |argest nunber of power plant
siting applications in the 30-sone-odd year career of the
California Energy Comm ssion. W'’re pushing very hard. W'’re
pushi ng everybody very hard on these applications because
everyone i s anxious to get answers and conclusions to their

appl i cations.
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So later in the neeting there will be a discussion of
the tinetable for this particular siting case. And | believe
tonight for the first time in our history we’ve had two siting
cases having hearings in parts of the state at the sane tine,
also. So it’'s stretched the staff even a little thinner.

In any event, again, thank you for being here, and |
| ook forward to hearing fromyou all. Thank you.

MR OLSON:. And ny nane is Timdson with the
California Energy Conmi ssion. And |I’man advisor to Jim Boyd s
of fice.

M5. HARRON: |I'm Alice Harron, Senior Director of
Devel opnment for Solar M I I enni um

MR GALATI: |I’'m Scott Galati, counsel to Sol ar
M Il ennium

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: And now if the people to ny
|l eft would introduce thensel ves, please.

MR SOLORIO |I'mEric Solorio, the project nmanager
assigned to the project for the Energy Conmm ssion.

MR BABULA: |’m Jared Babula, staff counsel for the
California Energy Conm ssion.

MR MLLER I'mGeg MIller, renewabl e energy
program manager for the California Desert D strict, Bureau of
Land Managenent .

MR VILLALOBOS: Hello. [I'mHector Villalobos, field

manager for the Ridgecrest Field Ofice, BLM
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M5. KLEBANER: Hi. |1’mElizabeth Kl ebaner, attorney
for California Unions for Reliable Energy, an intervener in
t hi s proceedi ng.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: All right. Thank you. As
Conmmi ssi oner Boyd said, he is the sole nenber at this point of
the two person conmmittee who will eventually decide this case.
There are five nenbers of the Energy Comm ssion. And in siting
cases such as these the regul ations provide for a commttee of
two comm ssioners to be appointed to review and eventual |y
i ssue a decision on the case. That decision is issued to the
full commssion, and it is ultimately the full conmm ssion that
deci des the ultimte outcone.

One thing | like to bring up early on in these
nmeetings is what is known in | egal ese as the ex parte rule.

And that is a rule that basically reassures the public that
everything that goes on this proceeding is open, aboveboard and
visible to the public. The nmatter will be deci ded solely on
material evidence that is in the public record. The ex parte
rul e basically prohibits comuni cati ons concerning substantive
matters pertaining to the case between the -- the parties, that
is applicant and staff, and the comm ssioners who would -- who
w || be deciding the case.

The -- any such communi cations nmuch take place in a
public forum such as this one. Al those foruns, neetings,

hearings and so forth are -- are noticed so that the public can

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTING CORPORATION
916-362-2345




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

participate. Sone communi cations are also in the form of
witing, and those can be nade avail able to the public by
posting on the project website on the conm ssioners website.
Again, we sinply want to make sure that all of the information
pertaining to the case that may be used to ultimtely decide
the case is available to the public.

So just briefly to recap what we’re doing today, we
have a series of presentations. The first one will be by the
Energy Conmi ssion Public Adviser’s Ofice. W wll then hear
presentation fromthe applicant, Solar MIlennium And then
t he Energy Comm ssion staff will present -- nmake a presentation
regarding its role in reviewng this project. The Bureau of
Lang Managenent will also nake a presentation. W wll -- the
staff has identified -- the Energy Commi ssion staff has
identified several issues that it foresees will be key points
in the review of this project and there will be discussion of
t hose, followed by discussion of the proposed schedul e for
reviewi ng the case. And after that the public question and
comrent peri od.

So | think without further ado we’' |l proceed with
presentation fromthe Public Adviser’s Ofice. The Public
Advi sor representative is JimDavis.

MR. DAVIS: Okay. Do we have the presentation?
Geat. M nane is JimDavis, and |'mw th the Public Adviser’s

Ofice wwth the Energy Conm ssion. And |I'’mhere today to talk
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to you about how the public can be involved in this project and
what exactly the public advisor does.

We think that public participation is an integral
part of the process in a site visit and site hearing. Public
i nvol venent i nproves the process and the outcone of any
process. Public outreach is a concerted effort of the Energy
Comm ssion. It’s done through the executive director, the
public advisor’s office, the siting division, the hearing
office, and the nedia office.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Excuse ne, Jim |Is your
m ke on? O can you speak cl oser?

MR. DAVIS: Ckay. Can you hear ne better now? Okay.

One of the -- what is the public advisor? W help
t he public understand the process. W nake reconmendations for
the best way to be involved. W assist in successful
participation and proceedings. And if you need a brochure on
what the public advisor does we have brochures over at the
t abl e over there.

Well, the slides aren’t exactly com ng out correctly.
|’ mnot sure what’s wong but we'll -- we’ll wing it anyway.

The first thing the public advisor does is we sent
out a notice of informational hearing and site visit in both
Engl i sh and Spanish. And we send this to city officials and
county officials, and in this case it was sent to -- to

Bakersfiel d, Ridgecrest and San Bernardino. And that covers
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al so a broad category of people that we send this out to that
include city and county civic |eaders, |ocal nonprofit groups,
| ocal Native Anerican tribes, registered nenbers, public and
private schools, places of worship, and | aw enforcenent,

et cet er a.

We al so do nedia outreach. And in this case we did
pay the | ocal newspaper advertising in the Riverside Daily
| ndependent and the Kern Vall ey Sun.

We al so did website public service announcenents, and
t hose were requested of the chanber of commerce. And | know
that slide is very tough to read, so I'’mgoing to have to use
t he handout here. In this case the chanber of commerce that
was contacted was Bakersfield, Kern County Hi spanic, San
Ber nardi no and Ri dgecrest.

We al so do nedia outreach through local TV and radio
contacts in both English and Spanish. And in this case it was
to various TV and radi o stations, KCGET-TV, Channel 17, Radio
Bi |l i ngue, KTQX 90.1 FM and Radi o Nueva Vi da.

Notice to the public; there' s other notices that we
send out, as well. A notice of the Energy Comm ssion receipt
of an AFC was sent out by the siting division, and that was
done by US Postal Service mailing to residents within 1,000
feet of the project site and 500 feet of project linears. And
a project linear would be a transm ssion line or a pipeline or

sonething like that. Libraries also received copies of the
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AFC, agencies, local, state and federal with conpact disc
copi es of the AFC.

Al so, a notice announcing this site visit
i nformati onal hearing was sent out by the hearing office by US
Postal Service mailing to residents, libraries and agenci es.

Al so, there’s a proof of service list that received this notice
whi ch included the commttee applicant, staff, interested
agencies, and all interveners. A notice also was sent out by a
list server. The |ist server would be anybody who signed up to
hear information about this project. And that can be done by
going to the project’s website at the Energy Conm ssion and you
can actually fill in your nanme, your email address, and you’l
be sent a notice of information on that. Also, executive

di rector correspondence is done to elected officials.

W to get information regarding this application and
this site; there are various sources to get information. You
can get those on the Energy Comm ssion website. |If you go to
t he Energy Comm ssion you can find information on notices and
announcenents, docunents and reports, as well as the docket
log. You can also find information at the Energy Conmmi ssion
library. You can also find information by sending an enmail to
dockets emmi| at docket @nergy. state. ca. us.

Al so, there are various tools that you can find at
t he Energy Comm ssion. You can sign up, once again, at the

list server by putting your name down and giving us your enail,
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and we’' || send you information dates and infornation on the
project. You can also sign up on a USmailing list. And, of
course, you can call the public advisor’s office and speak --
speak to ne directly. | have business cards on a table over
t here.

Once again, where to get sone nore information. The
public can read the application for certification at the
followwng libraries: the Boron Library, the Kern County
Li brary, Naval Air Warfare Tech Library, Ri dgecrest Public
Li brary, Walter Stiern Menorial Library. Also, once again,
there’s electronic access to the AFC, as well, on the Energy
Commi ssi on website.

Public participation; there are two |levels of public
participation. The first one is informal participation.
Informal |y you can submt comments. And these comments are
consi dered by the comm ssioners, they ' re part of the public
record, but they’ re not considered evidence. Making your voice
heard is very easy. Verbal coments at public neetings such as
this one, and you can do that filling out a blue card and
giving it tonme and 1’1l nake sure it gets to the hearing
officer. You can also make witten coments or statenents to
the comm ssion, and that can be done through the dockets unit
at the Energy Conm ssion.

The second level of formal participation is that of

becom ng an intervener. Wo can becone an intervener? Anyone
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mail file a petition to intervene in a proceeding. You do not
have to be or have an attorney to intervene. The petition is
consi dered by the assigned conmttee, and if approve you becone
a party to this proceedi ng.

How to formally participate? Contact the Public
Adviser’s Ofice or go to our website and then file a petition
to intervene. And the key to intervening is you want to nmake
sure that you intervene early enough to get involved in the
process and understand what’s happening with the case.

I nterveners have the same rights and responsibilities
of other parties as far as things that they can receive, al
filings in a case, including the AFC, notices of hearing and
wor kshops t hrough proof of service. And intervener can fully
participate in the process of obtaining information. And an
intervener can file docunents and serve themon all parties,
notions, petitions, objections and briefs. They also can
present evidence and wi tnesses and cross-exan ne w tnesses.

One thing to keep in mnd on howto participate is
staying informed. Sign up to receive notices of all upcom ng
events, and you can do that through the Energy Conm ssion
website. You can submt witten coments. You can attend
publicly noticed project events. Non-English speaking is
wel come. And special acconmopdations for persons with
disabilities can be nmade, as well.

Once again, ny nane is Janes Davis. |I'mwth the
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Energy Conm ssion, the Public Adviser’'s Ofice. |If you have
any questions feel free to ask me anything. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you, M. Davis. And
next we’'ll hear a presentation by the applicant.

MR. ARI NGHOFF: Ckay. Good evening. Thank you very
much for having the opportunity to briefly describe the project
that our conpany is proposing here, Solar MIlennium And |I’'m
happy to see a |l ot of faces again that we met during --

MR. SOLORIO Excuse nme, sir. Can you please state
your name first?

MR. ARINGHOFF: |I'msorry. M nane is Rainer
Aringhoff, and I'’mthe president of Solar MIIennium LLC

We had two previous neetings, public neetings, too,
at the BLMfield office two years -- two years before. And we
are glad to give you, again, a background of the project, and
al so who the applicant is.

So |l will briefly describe what our conpany is,
nostly what our experience is and the technology is, so that
you al so have a feeling that what we are doing here is
sonething that we really want to bring to a successful ends on
all sides, that we are capable of doing so and naking these
projects happen if they are permtted. | also wuld like to
briefly talk about why solar is so incredibly good here in the
Ri dgecrest area. W w Il then talk about -- and this is what

our project manager, N cole Tetenbaum w1l do, give an
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overview of the project |ocation, of the |layout and the
description, as well as on the site selection criteria and the
hi story of the project, because there is already sone. W want
to tal k about the community benefits and about the project
status and our comrunity outreach.

Very briefly about our conpany, our conpany has a
background nore than 25 years in another formas an engi neering
group. And at that tinme we already participated in the
devel opnment and provi di ng key conponents for the very first
sol ar thermal power plants that have been successfully erected
here in California, very nearby, 30 mles down to the south on
H ghway 395, Kranmer Junction and Harper Lake. And |’ m happy to
see an old col |l eague here fromthe Brotherhood of Parabolic
Trough Devel opers, Scott Frier, who was for 20 years the chief
operating officer of the Kramer Junction conpl ex.

Solar MIlennium LLC is an Anerican conpany | ocated
i n Berkel ey, East Bay, San Francisco, and is wholly owned by
Sol ar Trust of Anmerica, another 100 percent Anerican conpany.
Sol ar Trust of Anerica was recently fornmed basically to conbine
t he project devel opnent and the financial efforts and the EPC,

t he engi neering, procurenent and construction efforts of
projects that have an investnent, each of them I|ike the

Ri dgecrest, of one point -- in excess of one point five -- $1.1
billion US.

And our group is representing a 75 years record in
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construction experience through the participation of the MAN
Farrell Style G oup (phonetic), and another 25 in genuine sol ar
t hermal design engi neering and devel opnment know how, to the
result that out conpany has devel oped the very first three
| arge scal e parabolic trough projects in Europe called the
Under Sol Projects (phonetic), Under Sol I, I, I1l1I,
representing a conbined i nvestnent of one -- of approxinmately
$1.2 billion. These have been built recently in the past three
years and are the |largest conplex and the |argest solar fields
t hat have -- ever have been built in the world.

So | think this describes a little bit our
conpet ence, our background, and our know edge. These projects,
by the way, also feature thernmal storage, very |arge therma
storage that make these plants capabl e of operating even in the
evening and nighttinme hours, which is not the case here for the
Ri dgecrest project because our offtaker didn’'t choose that
option finally. The offtaker is Southern California Edison.

Furthernore, we are -- or we are not devel oping,
because devel opi ng are many of conpanies. W are building
anot her plant in Egypt right now which is a conbination of a
sol ar thermal parabolic trough, solar field, of 30 negawatt
capacity conbined with a gas fired conbined cycle. That’'s a
first of its kind and financed by the Wrld Bank, another,
t hink, indication that our group has been considered to be

pretty well operating to get that support. And we have about
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2,000 negawatt of project devel opnent underway in the US

Sout hwest, nobst of themin California, but also in Nevada and

Ari zona.

Parabolic troughs are basically curved mrrors. The
mrrors you need for the concentration. |If you look to the
right and upper side you' |l see a sinplified schematic of a

parabolic trough. Parabolic troughs are so far the only
comercially proven solar thermal technol ogies. A lot of
others are in test or denonstration stage and will see the
[ ight of commercial deploynment. But these are the ones that
have been proven, nostly through the success of 25 years of
operation at Kramer Junction and Harper Lake.

They are straightforward design, |ine focusing
system and that will probably becone inportant when we go
t hrough sone technical details later. They need a certain
array. They are north-south oriented in their axis, and they
are tracking the sun fromeast to west, which also i nduces that
inthis focal lineis a fluid circulating through the entire
solar field that basically produces the heat. And this heat is
t hen punped to a power block section in which a heat exchanger
will convert that solar heat that is contained in this fluid
into steamin the other closed water steamcycle. And with
this steama turbine will be driven, and that produces the
electricity.

The array is inmportant in so far as you need a
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geonetrical design and you need coll ector |oops being bal anced,
because you have a hydraulic problemthere or you have a
hydraul i c basis, basically. So in order to avoid |arge punping
| osses you need bal anced coll ector |oops. This gives you
certain steps in which you can only nove coll ector |ines, which
you wi Il understand soon when we are conmng to the details of
the revised design that we are proposing here.

All in all the parabolic trough design is considered
to be the only comercially proven and financeable so far, bank
fi nanceabl e technol ogy that also sinplifies a little bit the
choice for the selection of what technology will see the ARRA
funding at the very end.

You will see here a schene of the newest collector
that will be deployed here in Ridgecrest. This collector is
right now under test at the Kramer Junction 65 facility. And
this is a collector design that is radically inproved and nmakes
even | onger individual collector units together with a broader
aperture of the collector array, and all in all expected
i ncreases in performance and cost reductions that will allow
about 20 percent inproved power generation cost.

Now i f a few words about why building the sol ar
plants in Ridgecrest. Well, after so many di scussi ons we have
you can really ask why have we really gone here. And | would
like to go with as little intro into a review -- into a very

short consideration that there is also a logic, a deeper logic
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behi nd using sol ar energy, not only that solar thermal power

pl ants nake an enornous benefit to the electricity system |If
California is noving to 33 percent renewables in their power
generation there are issues with transm ssion, there are issue
with fluctuation of the resource. Solar thernmal power plants
are considered to be the working house of the peaking -- for
the peak load. They are predictable, they are di spatchabl e,
and they can contribute precisely to when the power is nost
needed in California.

Second, the solar radiation is superb. 1In Californ
it is great. |It’s the best conpared to all other states in th
United States. But in the R dgecrest area it’'s specifically
superb. It cones nostly because of elevation. This place her
i s higher than even Kranmer Junction is. It is higher than the
| oner desert |ike Pal mDesert, Palm Springs, and Bl ythe, Palen
whi ch neans that the output of these projects here in
Ri dgecrest will be five percent better than the best known
pl aces so far in California. They are probably ten percent
better than in Nevada or Arizona, or in the |ower desert, or i
| nperial Valley where there is even a difference of 25 percent
in ternms of radiation.

You just have to | ean back for a nonent to nake that
clear. Every percentage nore in radiation intensity nmeans als
a percent less in footprint of the plant. So if we are

conpl ai ni ng about the footprint of such big plants, you have
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just to be aware that at the sane tine there should be an
argunent that you go to the best places. The best places,
there is no doubt, is the west Myjave. It’s the best place in
the United States. And anpongst the west Mjave, R dgecrest is
t he best because of the high elevation and the proximty to the
Sierra. The result is that you would normally, if you have a
pl anni ng process and you look a little bit further, go and aim
at placing a lot of projects here in this area because this is
resource. We not only have cultural, we not only have
bi ol ogi cal, we al so have technical resources. And this is a
very clear one. This also shows that there will be always a
sort of a tradeoff if the great state of California wants to
have sol ar power as its strategic supply source in its energy
and its renewabl e energy m xture.

So the radiation we -- we neasured here is beyond
3,000 kilowatt hours per square neter per year. Kraner
Junction was 2,850. And other sites which are in the desert
have 2,600, just to keep that in m nd.

And keeping that in mnd you have al so to be aware
of -- and I don’'t want to el aborate too | ong on the thene, but
it is athreat, not only to developers, it is a point of
consi deration where to place those projects if we think that we
need those projects to reach the 33 percent. And there we find
the sort of ironic situation that the areas that are best

suited are not avail abl e.
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The West Mpjave is nostly dictated either by |ight
use managenent plans of the West Mjave Plan or by |arge
mlitary sites, leaving very little private | and to devel op
projects on it. This evenis -- this was one of the ideas that
we devel oped with the California Energy Comm ssion in the
wai ting process, look for private land. But this land is so
much segnmented that you physically as a devel oper won’'t go into
sites where you need 1,000 or 2,000 acres and you have probably
500 owners on it. And that’s the situation we have.

So there is a need for a longer termplan and to
revisit plans that are in existence. To just think about how
the resource and how superb the resource is here, this is why
we are happy to follow any suggestion, any advice. And if you
will -- and you will see that later, how far we have devel oped
our project in the course of the last three years to respond to
all of the concerns.

But there is a last one, and that is do you care
about the devel opnent? Do you al so care about the jobs? Do
you care about using solar resources where the natural resource
i s highest?

And this is where | give it to Nicole for comng into
the details of the project. Thank you.

MS. TETENBAUM  (Good eveni ng, Comm ssioner Boyd, CEC
staff, BLM greater Ri dgecrest public. Thank you so much for

allowng me to get up here. | know for many of us it’s been a
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|l ong day. And for those of you -- for those of you who were on
t he bus, thank you very much. | hope you enjoyed the bus tour.
So --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: | f you would, just state
your nanme for the record.

M5. TETENBAUM Ch, | apol ogi ze.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you.

M5. TETENBAUM | forgot that part. 1'm N cole
Tet enbaum Solar M|l ennium Senior Project Manager for the
Ri dgecrest project.

So I"'mgoing to be as brief as possible. | have to
say | think the inportant part of this really is the
opportunity for the board to hear -- the conm ssioners and
every -- and every conm ssioner and everybody to really hear
what the public has to say. So | amgoing to run through our
presentati on.

As you know, the site is |ocated approximtely five
m | es southwest of the Gty of Ridgecrest. 1It’s on Brown Road
and it’s west of the intersection of 395 and South China --

Chi na Lake Boul evard on Brown Road.

You can read along. However, | want to highlight
certain things. First of all, the electricity production of
this project is projected at 550,000 negawatts per year. That
equates to approximately 75,000 hones. That’s a consi derable

nunber. And it also equates to approxi mately one-quarter of
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the total annual residential electricity usage for Kern County.

W’'ve talked a little bit about water consunption
earlier today. | wanted to clarify what we will be using the
water for, which is mrror washing, feed water makeup, dust
control, and potable needs for staff on site.

When Solar MIlenniumoriginally brought forth this
project to the City of R dgecrest it was designed as a wet-
cooled plant. W have since redesigned this project and nade
it dry cooled, thus reducing our water needs by 90 percent.

We talked a | ot about mtigation earlier today, also,
and we are going to be developing a portfolio of options for
bot h water and for biol ogy.

We are looking to plan -- start our construction at
fourth quarter of 2010. And our planned conmercial operation
date is July 1 of 2013.

This is our new proposed | ayout. W ve just brought
this forth recently. And we redesigned the site to acconmopdate
a lot of the coments that we received at the Decenber 15th
wor kshop, and to try to accomopdate sone of the biol ogical
species that are on site.

We are | ooking at two solar fields, one north of
Brown Road and one south of Brown Road, with a total of 250
megawatt capacity. The new reconfiguration will realign the
solar fields to mnimze the disturbance to the EIl Paso Wash

and to the plant -- the plants that exist there.
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W will also facilitate the continuation of a
connectivity corridor for the desert tortoise and the Mjave
Gound Squirrel. This will also elimnate the need to channe
t he wash, which is sonething that we had proposed in the AFC
design. And we have al so decreased the anmpbunt of collectors
that are within the conservation area for the Mjave G ound
Squirrel south of Brown Road and shifted themto the north of
Br own Road.

Many of you were here at the workshop this norning
and heard Tom Mulvihill fromlIndian Wells Valley Water District
speak, so | don't really want to repeat sonme of what he did
say. But | did want to clarify by saying that the 150 acre
feet per year that Solar MIlenniumis considering for their
wat er usage equates to 1.67 percent of the district’s present
annual production and is |ess than one-half of the percent --
| ess than one-half of a percent of the total water usage
annual | y.

So | also wanted to talk a little bit about soil and
drai nage. That was a topic that cane up before. And | want to
clarify that post-devel opnent we anticipate that the drai nage
will actually be less. And this is because we will be --
the -- the soil currently is inperneable, basically, or nearly
i nperneable. And so we are going to have a power block. And
the -- the water or the discharge will go to a detention basin.

So automatically that anount of discharge is -- is reduced and
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that flowis reduced into the -- the washes. And al so, when we
do our construction we will need to do sone nechani ca
conpaction. The mechani cal conpaction will actually reduce the

-- it wll reduce the inperneability of the soil from 100

percent to about a 90 to 95 percent, which will increase the
capacity for infiltration and retention, and also will |ower
runof f .

The Ridgecrest site is utilized by the public for a
variety of purposes. And it is also utilized for other
reasons. In the past the project has been used for grazing.
And there are existing off-highway vehicles, both designated
and undesignated trails. There is a considerable anmount of
residential litter. And unexploited ordi nances have al so been
found on the site.

So you nmay wonder how and why we chose this site, and
how Sol ar M I | enni um goes about figuring out where to build a
site. So this is sone of the criteria that we consider. W
want a high direct normal insulation of at |east seven
kilowatts. W want to avoid areas of critical environnenta
concern, ACECs, DWAs, an other designated or proposed
wi | derness ar eas.

We do have a preference for |ands that have been used
or degraded for a variety of reasons. And site control is very
i nportant, as Rainer was pointing out about parcelization and

being able to actual acquire the acreage that is necessary. W
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al so need the site to be relatively flat, so a two percent --
no nore than a two percent slope. W’re also |ooking to be
cl ose to existing transm ssion and power lines. And adequate
size of the actual |land, we need a m ninum of 3,000 acres. And
we al so want to try to avoid washes. Road accessibility is
inmportant, as is water.

So | just wanted to clarify a little bit of the
hi story of the devel opnent for this project. Solar MIIennium
did not just conme to the City of Ri dgecrest and say we want to
put our site here and did not consider other things. That is
not the case.

Since 2006 we have been | ooking at different
| ocations and properties to be able to develop and build a
site. So in 2006 we | ooked at Harper Lake and Boron. These
were both private owners. And despite good faith efforts the
parties were unable to reach and agreenent.

And then in 2007 we started | ooking at BLM | ands.
And 2007 was al so when we realized that we needed a certain
m ni mum anount of acreage in order to nake the site
economcally feasible. And we went to BLM and we applied, we
submtted applications for three parcels, Sage Canyon
Ri dgecrest and North Kraner. These were all submtted in March
of *07.

And in January of 2008 the Sage Canyon site and the

North Kranmer site were also -- were -- both of them were deened
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inconsistent wwth | and use plans and BLM declined to devel op
there. There were about 13 applications at that point in tinme
for other devel opers that were all taken off the BLM public
devel opnent due to conservation.

And we did do a significant anount of work,
engi neering, environmental screening, transition analysis, on
all of these sites. | just wanted to clarify that. It wasn't
just submt and application and that was it; 2007 we were in
Al abama Hills. W |ooked at Alabama Hills. W’ ve |ooked at
mul tiple private properties and California Gty and Oamens
Val | ey.

So here’s a little bit about the history of the
project layout for the Ridgecrest project as we submtted it.
It was originally submtted, and we have a | ayout in August of

2007, which is on the left, which is when we originally thought

that we were going to do three plants. And you'll see it’'s a
significantly larger layout. It was decreased. There were
issues in the -- the north on the other side of 395. And so we

revised the layout in April of 2008, decreased it
significantly.

Back in April -- excuse ne, March of 2009 we shifted
the project fromwet cooling to dry cooling. And then this was
the layout, the left side | ayout, Septenber 2009 is what the
AFC application is. And then on the right is the nost recent

application. And you will see that there are sone hard bl ack
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outlines to the west of the northern solar field, and a little
bit to the east of the southern solar field. That is the
outline of the previous solar boundaries. |I'mtrying to
clarify and show how we have in the new design shifted the
solar fields out of the wash.

So | just wanted to clarify on sonme of the benefits
to the greater Ridgecrest community. W are |ooking at 405 to
633 construction jobs over the 28 nonths of construction with
110 mllion in payroll. And that also -- for every job that is
created during construction or during operations there are al so
indirect or induced jobs that are not included on this slide.
So we're looking at a total jobs creation of 838. So it’s 433
of indirect and induced jobs, and 405 at the small scale of the
construction jobs, we’'re |ooking at 833 to beyond that. So the
revenue to the community fromdirect expenditures, indirect and
i nduced was approximately $59 mllion.

During operations, which is over the course of 30
years we'll be looking to hire 85 people, and with indirect and
i nduced jobs of an additional 70, to total of 154 jobs to the

community over the course of the 30 years.

| just want to -- | nmean, a |ot of people recognize
me. |’ve been in the towmn. 1|’ve cone. |’ve spoken to -- to
be on a steering commttee. | have net with other groups, Kern

County, CEC, CDFG. W have had site visits. And | have net

with nmultiple comunity | eaders. W are nenbers of the
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chanbers of commerce. W have spoken to different city counci
menbers and city staff and other greater comrunity
or gani zat i ons.

And that’'s really all | have to say. And | -- |
thank you. And we | ook forward to working with the conmunity
and novi ng forward.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Ms. Tetenbuam thank you. A
comment, if |I mght, predicated on sonething you said early in
your presentation about not repeating sonething said in the
wor kshop this afternoon. And I just want to caution fol ks who
are speaking here today and are participation in this process
to not presune that because sonmething was said in a workshop
that you shouldn’t repeat it here. |1 think as our hearing
officer as indicated, this is -- this is a very quasi-judicial
process. And as he did indicate the decision is made based on
the record of these kind of hearings. So if you want it in the
record be sure to state it here in this hearing so it gets in
t he record.

And all on that point, while I'mat it, | just want
to repeat that this is quasi-judicial. You heard about the ex
parte rule. That neans the siting commttee and the hearing
officer, as we sit here we’'re not quite wearing judicial robes,
nonet hel ess, conduct this sonething like is conducted in a
court of law, and the ex parte comunication rule applies to

all parties to the case. That includes the staff of the energy
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comm ssion. So with the conmmencenent of this hearing tonight
the siting commttee is not allowed to have any conversation
even with the staff of the Energy Conmission unless it’s in a
forumlike this.

So | just wanted everybody to understand the process
This is -- thisis a-- the -- the product of the state | aw
that established the Energy Conmi ssion in the |egislature and
the then governor’s desire that -- that a very fair and
equi tabl e public process be put in place with regard to power
plant siting. So I’mnot picking on you. |’mjust using you
as -- as an opportunity to -- to clarify this. So thank you
for your presentation.

M5. TETENBAUM  Thank you very nuch

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. As | said
earlier, we will have a question and coment period at the end
of the hearing. And | think that’'s probably the best tine to
take care of questions and comments. However, if anyone has a
guestion right now about that particular presentation, perhaps
clarification and so on that -- that you don’t feel you can
wait for until the end --

MR WLSON: Are all these slides --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: -- why don’t you go ahead now.
MR WLSON: I'msorry. Are all these slides online? Ca
we get -- are they there?

MS. TETENBAUM They are not currently. However, they

n
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wi || be docket ed.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Yes. The slide presentation
-- the question was are the slides online, and the slide
presentation will -- will be online on the website. Anyt hi ng
el se? Good. Thank you. Ckay.

Let’s go on to the staff presentation. Eric Solorio,
Ener gy Conmi ssion, Project Mnager.

MR, SOLORI O  Thank you. The Energy Conm ssion
permtting authority is for power plants that are thermal power
plants that are 50 negawatts or greater. W have an
(it naudi ble) permtting authority which essentially we del egate,
so that otherw se the permtting authority for |ocal and state
agencies where there is no federal nexus. W certify sites for
power plants and their related facilities such as a natural gas
pi peline or a water pipeline, etcetera, whatever is necessary
for the operation of that power plant.

The Energy Commi ssion is designated as a | ead state
agency under CEQA. And we also have a certified regulatory
programthat we produce the equivalent of an EIR and
envi ronnmental inpact report, only ours is a (inaudible) staff
assessnent .

COURT REPORTER  Pardon ne. Can you speak up sone?

MR SOLORIO Sure. The BLM and the energy
commi ssion staff are working closely with |l ocal, state and

federal agencies. That includes Cty of Ridgecrest, the
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comunity of Inyokern, Kern County Water Quality Control Board,
al so state and federal agencies, as well. W usually defer to
the state agencies for their opinion and their expertise, such
as fish and gane. Their area of expertise is wildlife, as well
as habitat and waters of the state. So we work closely with

t hose agencies to devel op our analysis of the inpacts and
mtigation neasures.

In this instance, as well, since this is a conbi ned
process with the BLMthere's also a consultation between the
BLM and Fish and Wldlife Service.

So I'll give you a brief overview of our process at
the Energy Comm ssion. It begins with an application for
certification. You'll hear us refer to that as an AFC. And,
well, the first thing we do with that is determ ne whether or
not it’'s data adequate. W have a set of regulations, Title
20, which essentially |ays out our process and what the
requi renents are to determ ne whether or not that application
i s adequate. And what that sinply nmeans is that the m ni num
anmount of information is there for us to accept the
appl i cation.

Once it’s accepted as adequate then we enter into a
di scovery process, and that’s typically 180 days. For this
particul ar project that period will be shortened, only because
our intention is to produce a docunent in less tinme than that.

In the discovery phase staff issues what are called
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data requests. It’s pretty nuch what it’s titled. W want
information on particular subjects, technical areas, so we
request that information formthe applicant in witing and they
respond in witing wwth the data responses.

We al so produce an issues identification report. And
we hol d public workshops like the one on Decenber 15th and the
one earlier today that a |ot of you attended.

That process of discovery, gathering information and
putting it into an analysis, and it materializes in what we
call a final staff assessnent. W refer to it as an FSA
That’ s our standard process. For this particular project we
are producing a joint environmental document so it will be a
staff assessnment/ElIS, and that’s to neet the needs of the BLM
and the requirenments of NEPA

That docunent is -- the environnental docunent is
entered into the record, it’s been on the docket, and taken
together with other information and presented to the siting
commttee. And the commttee will then hold evidentiary
hearings and they' Il consider that information and testinony
and cross exam nation of witnesses. The w tnesses are
typically the -- the people that wite the technical sections
of the environnental docunent, and experts. For instance, the
applicant may bring their experts in to contradict the position
that staff may have taken

That process results in a presiding nmenbers proposed
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decision, typically referred as a PMPD. The PWMPD goes to the
full comm ssion for a decision. That’'s a general review of our
process.

The environnental docunental is pretty much what it’s
all about for staff in terms of our role. That docunent is
meant to identify and anal yze the proposed project’s design and
engi neering and conformance with | aws, ordi nances, regulations
and standards, we refer to those as LORS; potential inpacts to
t he human environnent and related mitigation neasures.

The docunent al so includes recomended conditions of
certification. Those conditions of certification we call COCs
for short typically enbody the mtigation neasures. And also
acconpanyi ng those are verification neasures so that if that
power plant is built there’s a nethod to verify that all the
mtigation nmeasures have been inplenmented and are being
i npl emrented over the |ife of the project.

We al so nake the environnental review process open to
the public and inclusive of local, state and federal agencies.
As you’ve heard it noted here today, and we al so touched on it
earlier in terns of the ex parte rule, we -- we -- our process
is different fromthat of other agencies that can permt a
project under CEQA or NEPA in that we are required to engage in
t he di al ogue that -- regarding substantive issues in a public
forum

Lastly, one of the things that staff does when they
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produce the environnmental docunent is ultimately the executive
director nmakes a recommendation to the commttee and ful

conmm ssion in terms of whether or not the executive director
feel those projects should be approved, denied or nodified.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: |'mgoing to tell you a
little bit nore about the evidentiary hearing process.

Yes, sir?

MR. THOWSON: (O f mke.) | have a question on his
scope of (inaudible) and so forth.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Coul d you hol d that just
until the end of the presentation?

MR. THOWPSON:  Yeah.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Gkay. The
evi dentiary hearing process, as Conm ssioner Boyd said, is
somewhat |ike court. The -- the evidentiary hearing is
schedul ed after the final staff analysis has been issued and
there’s been tine for it to be reviewed. W set a hearing
date. The parties prepare evidence that they will then present
in this rather formal hearing setting.

Who are the parties? WlIl, the parties are, of
course, the applicant, the Energy Conm ssion staff, and anyone
who may be an intervener such as CURE who we have here today.
The parties have the right under the Energy Comm ssion
regul ations to present evidence, to cross exam ne w tnesses,

and to have exchange of evidence with the other parties.
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The hearings are conducted, of course, in a public
setting. The evidence is introduced in a formal nanner, just
like a court, and becones part of the formal evidentiary
record.

Now you’ ve been hearing -- and -- and, excuse ne, at
that time, also, that's -- during that evidentiary hearing that
is when you actually have sworn testinony by w tnesses. As --
as you' ve heard already, the scientists who have anal yzed t he
project come before the -- the commttee and as sworn w tnesses
provide their testinony. So that's -- that’s the day that the
scientists actually cone to court.

Now you’ ve heard a lot of acronyns. W |ove acronyns
at the Energy Conm ssion, AFC, PSA, FSA, LORS. Wll, here’'s
anot her one, PWPD. That’'s the presiding nenbers proposed
decision. After the evidentiary hearings are conplete, the
evidentiary record is then closed, the commttee gets to work
determ ning what its decision on this case will be and witing
a |l engthy docunent called the presiding nenbers proposed
decision. This decision is the recommendation of the commttee
concerning the project which is nade to the full energy
commi ssi on.

After the PMPD is issued the conmttee will hold one
or nore public hearings to discuss the PMPD. And ultimately
the commttee will issue what is known as -- well, they wll

i ssue any -- any errata changes to the PWPD and, finally, it
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will be presented to the full comm ssion. The conmm ssion w ||
t hen deci de whether or not to adopt the PMPD as the
conmi ssion’s final decision.

The -- as Eric said, the comm ssion, after approving
a project, retains jurisdiction to nonitor conpliance with the
conditions of certification for the |ife of the project.

MR SOLORIO | believe your question was about the
scope of the analysis. Wll, let ne just offer sone -- sone
prelimnary information on that.

We -- staff |ooks at the direct, indirect and
cunul ative inpacts of the project. And we |ook for ways to
mtigate those inpacts to less than significant levels. So we
have to establish criteria for what are the threshol ds of
significance and we have to provide a justification for why we
believe that’'s significant and then identify feasible
mtigation neasures.

CEQA, California Environmental Quality Act, requires
that all inpacts -- all significant inpacts are mtigated to
| ess than significant levels as long as the mtigation is
feasible. Feasibility is defined as logistically feasible,
technically and econonmically. So as long as the mtigation
measures are available in that context the devel oper woul d be
required to inplenent that mtigation.

Now there -- there is -- there are scenari os where

one sinply just can not mtigate an inpact. For exanple,
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imtable inpact to visual resources. W have determ ned on

anot her project where there is inpacts to visual resources from

certain hiking trails overlooking the valley floor. And
there’s just -- there -- there is no way to bl ock that view,
considering the topography and the characteristics of the
project. So in that particular situation there would need to

be certain findings nade of override and so forth.

| hope | addressed -- okay. Please step up.
MR. THOVWPSON: Robert Thonpson, professional -- Robert
Thonpson, professional engineer. | just had a question on your

staff’s level of technical reviewin terns of the engineering
assunptions in regard to stormwater runoff, for exanple,
hydraulics -- hydraulics and so forth. Does your -- do you

have staff onboard to study those details, and are those

reviews and docunents submitted to you for review available for

public agency and private review, as well, for giving comrent
to you to aid you in your review? Thank you.

MR, SOLORIO The answer is yes. And any docunent
that is submtted to us is available to the public and is

entered into the docket and avail able either by identifying

that on the docket |og available on the website, or I will post

it to the website.
In terns of the stormwater runoff and/or diversion
channel s associated with the desert washes we do have quite a

nunber of technical staff onboard from 20 different
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di sciplines, and we retain a nunber of consultants. And we
al so work with CBFG (phonetic). |I’mnot sure if Chris
Vital berg (phonetic) is still here. GCh, thank you, Chris.
Chrisis -- if | can get your title right, the senior
engi neering geol ogist for CBFG She oversees the streanbed and
| ake alteration program And they work very closely with us
and our (inaudible) and hydrol ogi sts, etcetera.

MR. THOWPSON: Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: And just one ot her aspect of

your question was is there an opportunity for nenbers of the

public to review and provi de conment on -- on those findings
and, absolutely, yes. Those comments are placed -- placed into
the record and will be responded to in many cases if they're
substantive to -- to the case.

Yes? Pl ease go ahead.

MR, SOLOMON. | have two questions, please. W’'re
i nterveners.

COWM SSI ONER BOYD:  Name, pl ease.

MR SOLOMON: |I'msorry. M nane is Sid Sol onon and
|”mfromthe Desert Tortoise Council

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: You're going to have to go
to the m crophone.

MR SOLOMON:  All right. Just two sinple questions.
Sorry. M nane is Sid Solonon and I’mfromthe Desert Tortoise

council. And | have two questions for you.
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For intervener groups what would be the deadline for
submitting data requests?

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: The -- the regul ations
provide that it’s 180 days fromthe decision -- the
determ nation of data adequacy, which in this case | think was
Novenber 18th, just fromthe top of ny head.

MR. SOLOMON. So the deadline has past?

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Wl |, now Eric said that
that m ght be shortened in this case. | -- |I’"mhonestly not
aware of that. But the regulations allow for 180 days.

MR SOLOMON. So, I'msorry, so it would be 180 days
from when?

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: From the date of data
adequacy - -

MR, SCLOMON: Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: -- which | think was
Novenber 18th --

MR SCLOMON: |I'msorry.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: -- on this case.

MR. SOLOMON. So, yeah, that was the date of --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: So you -- six nmonths after
t hat .

MR SOLOMON:  Got you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: W -- we’'re not there yet.

MR, SOCLOMON. Good. Thank you nuch.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: It’s sonething |ike Muy.
MR SOLOMON. My -- ny -- ny math is alittle slow
And then second, will California Departnent of Fish
and Gane be issuing conditions of certification in this case?
MR. SOLORIO Because we have the permtting
authority ultimately, for exanple, the take permt that would

be required for any |isted species that CFG woul d nornal |y

i ssue --

MR SOLOMON:  Unh- huh.

MR SOLORIOG -- is included in our docunment. It
will -- it wll appear as one of the conditions of

certification. The streanbed alteration agreenent they woul d
normal Iy issue, again, it appears in our docunent as one of the
conditions of certification. That’s why we work closely with
them Dave Hacker is here working with their biologists, and
Chris Vitalberg is here, also, working with our staff.

MR SOLOMON: So California --

MR SOLORIO So --

MR SOLOMON:  -- Fish and Gane will not issue
condi ti ons?

MR SOLORIO They will not issue permts in -- in
such an instance where the Energy Conm ssion has a project.

MR, SCLOMON. (Ckay. Thanks.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Since the word intervener

was nentioned | should al so -- and deadli nes was nenti oned |
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shoul d just make it clear that the 180 days begins to run from
the date the comm ssion found the application adequate which
was, in this case, | believe Novenber 18th. You can intervene,
however, much later into the project -- into the case than
that. Usually, | think it’s 30 days before the evidentiary
hearing you could still intervene. However, if you do so after
that 180 day period you're -- you re out of luck as far as
being able to submt data requests. Ckay.

MR SOLORIO And if can just clarify ny coment
earlier, the discovery period is 180 days by regul ati ons, which
essentially neans staff has six nonths to continue to ask the
applicant for reasonably available information. But in this

case we don't plan to take the conplete 180 days because we

plan to i ssue a docunent before then. So it’s -- it’s there
essentially for you but we'll get our work done before that
tinme.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD:  BLM?

MR. SOLORIO  Yeah.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Ckay. | believe now we’ll
hear a presentation fromthe applicant of the Interior Bureau -
- Bureau of Land Managenent.

MR MLLER Ckay. Thank you, again. M nane is
Geg MIler. 1’'mthe renewabl e energy program manager for the
California Desert District, Bureau of Land Managenent. The

Bureau of Land Managenent’s role in this is under their
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permtting authority. And we adm nister public |ands under the
Federal Land Policy and Managenent Act, and that’s where our
permtting authority lies under. W also review the |and use
pl anni ng and processing for the |land plan anendnment, which --
which -- which is what we’'re |looking for in this case for the
California Desert Conservation Plan | and use plan anendnent for
sol ar devel opnent on public | ands.

It all boils down to issuance of a right-of-way grant
for the applicant under Code of Federal Regul ations 43-2800(c),
which is our right-of-way rental -- or right-of-way grant
regul ati ons.

We are the | ead agency for the National Environnental
Policy Act and National Historic Preservation Act. W consult
with the state historical preservation officer. And also the
Endangered Species Act, we are |eading agency for that with
consulting with US Fish and WIldlife Service.

BLM s sol ar devel opnment policy was -- last policy was
in April of 2007. It is available online. You can find that
at any of the BLM websites. Just go to BLM gov and you' |l find
that. It is designed to facilitate environnentally responsible
commerci al devel opnment for solar energy projects on public
| ands. The right-of-way applications for solar applications
for solar energy are a very high priority for the -- for the
secretary of interior, as you ve probably heard, for the

president, and for our director of BLM and they're -- they are
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asked to be processed in a tinely manner.
| f approved these are reauthorized under Title V of
t he Federal Land Policy and Managenment Act. Rent for these

sol ar energy devel opnment facilities or solar energy facilities

is going to be established by appraisal. That rent wll be
comng out wwth a -- in a new energy policy -- excuse ne, solar
energy policy within the next couple nmonths I'm-- I'"m-- 1’ve
hear d.

You can find out nore information on sol ar energy

technology. |It’s available at the National Renewabl e Energy
Laboratory’s website NREL.gov, or under the -- the other energy
site there that we have there. There's -- we’'re working very

closely with National Renewabl e Energy Laboratory on these
proj ects.

The BLM s right-of-way processing admnistration is
under regulations like |I said, CFR 2800, where it establishes
how we establish a process for permtting these and what the
process is, what the due diligence is, where we -- it also
tal ks about the right-of-way information that we have
established in there. Plus, you can also get nore information
on those websites if you wanted to copy those down. But,
again, these will be available -- these slides will be
avai | abl e on the site.

The -- the -- BLM s the authorized officer role in

this, and that’s -- because we’'re seeking a | and use plan
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anendnent for this project the authorized officer is not only
the field nanager, Hector Villal obos here in the R dgecrest
of fice, but also our state director up in -- in Sacranento.

The -- the initial response in this, there’'s -- the
first thing that happens is initial response to the proposal,
and then that is an application, what’s called a Standard Form
299. The applicant conmes in with that formand then we just
have pre-application neetings and screenings to di scuss where,
and as you saw on Nicole s presentation, where they would |ike
to go, where BLMmay -- may see it difficult. And it kind of
whittles down to a |location that we have today.

Then the application is either accepted or it’'s
rejected. And this, in the case we accepted the application,
it’s been serialized into our database. A cost recovery
agreenent has been set up between Solar MII|ennium and the
Bureau of Land Managenent so that all of the -- all of the
public -- all of -- excuse ne, all of the labor that the BLMis
performng on this project is being paid for by Solar
M|l enniumthrough this cost recovery agreenent.

We processed the application and then -- and the |and
use plan anmendnent by conducting scoping neetings and -- and --
and preparing what’'s called an environnental inpact statenent
for the National Environnmental Policy Act. And this is -- this
here is another scoping neeting we're using it for. W’re also

using this as part of our scoping process for the National
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Hi storical Preservation Act, as well, scoping for cultural and
ar cheol ogi cal resources, as well.

The decision on the -- on the application will be
done, and it wll also be a decision to approve the | and use
pl an anmendnment. That's -- that's the -- the follow ng the
preparation of the EIS. And an authorization, that’s the

grant, will be issued to -- to use that. And then BLM w ||

help with the Energy Comm ssion, and the Energy Comm ssion |’ m

sure will help with the BLMin admnistration this project
t hrough term nation

Just to give you an idea what the process is for the
envi ronment al inpact statenent and | and use plan anendnent,
notice of intent, which was i ssued Novenber 4th of |ast year,
went out indicating that the BLMis -- is -- has the intent
of -- of preparing an environnental inpact statenment. The
public scoping comrent -- the public scoping period for that -
for this notice of intent is 15 days after tonorrow, will end
15 days after tonorrow because that wll be our |ast public
scoping neeting for this notice of intent. The -- the scoping
period started Novenber 4th and will end January 21st.

The -- then that goes into alternative formulation,
whi ch we’re working on now. The preparation of the draft of
the environnmental inpact statenent and | and use pl an anmendnent

will occur. Once that preparation is done, once the -- and it

is processed through the internal processes, then we wll
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prepare a notice of available and a draft EIS will go out for
public conment period, for a 90 day conment period. And that’s
followi ng the Energy Comm ssion’s -- they' re devel oping the --
this -- this is going to be a different animal. It will |ook
di fferent than our normal environnmental inpact statenent. It
will follow nostly what the Energy Conmi ssion is doing, and the
BLMw Il incorporate a |lot of their National Environmenta
Policy Act processes and guidance into that.

Once that goes out it’s still a 90 day comrent
period. W’re assuming that that’s going to go sonewhere
bet ween February 19th and May 20th. That’'s what we’re hoping.
That’s the proposal at this point in tine.

After a 90 day conment period the -- the preparation
of the final EI'S goes through the proposed | and use anmendnent,
sanme thing. Once the final is ready to go the notice of
avai lability for the final goes out with a 30 day revi ew
avai lability and a protest period. A record of the decision is
then signed after 30 days, and then -- and an approved | and use
pl an anmendnent is also at that tinme, if that -- if that
happens. Another 30 days goes by for an appeal period for the

record of decision. And then after that a notice of proceed is

I ssued.

So that’s the process that the BLM | ooks at for just
their process now. And -- and we have to follow this process.
These tine periods we need to follow and -- and -- for our
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docunentation. And the Energy Commission is -- is -- are
hel ping us to neet those by follow ng the sane type of
timelines.

Eric?

MR SOLORIO | think we have two slides left of the
contact information. So here you can see Comm ssion Boyd, vice
chair and presiding nmenber. And as they noted earlier,

Commi ssion Levin is no |longer at the Energy Comm ssion. The
hearing officer’s contact information is there.

And | -- | left 50 or 60 hardcopies of this
presentation on the table out there, so | think nost people
have it. |If you don't, they will be available on our website.
And there’s nmy contact information, as well. [I’mthe primary
contact with the Energy Conmi ssi on.

The public advisor information is there, as well, as
wel |l as the panphlets on the table that they put out earlier.

And Janet Eubanks is the BLM project nanager. She’s
not here today but she works under Hector and G eg here.

And we have two websites avail able that has
information. BLMhas a website, well, a couple. And the
Ener gy Conmi ssion, also, has one.

| f you have any scoping comments that you would |ike
to submt in witing you can either send themto Janet at BLM
or you can direct themto nme. They'|l end up on ny desk one

way or another. You also are free to enmail coments to ne, as
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well. A nunber of people have done that already. So feel free
to mail -- email comments. [If you want themincluded in the
envi ronnment al docunment then you need to put it in witing or
you can just state them here tonight in the m crophone while
the court reporter’s here.

Sir, you want to step up to the m crophone, please?

MR WLSON:. MW nane is Earl Wlson. [|I’'m
representing nyself with this question for BLM

The project’s lifetinme is anticipated to be 30 years.
At least that’s the data that |1’ ve been seeing passed around.
VWhat happens to the ROO -- the ROWafter that tine? And is
there anything in place for restoration of the site?

MR MLLER Yes. The -- the life -- the |ifespan of

the project is -- is -- is proposed to be 30 years. That’s
correct. The right-of-way, at -- at the end of 30 years it
could be renewed. And -- but then the application would have
to be renewed, as well, so it would go through a renewal

process. And we are requiring the applicant to conme forward
with a restoration plan so that -- and -- and a restoration and
rehabilitation plan. Should they decide to abandon the site or
| eave the site we -- we will require themto have that. And
there’s also going to be bonding required by the -- the -- the
next set of policy that comes out for solar that will require
themto set up a bond prior to the issuance of the grant so

that should they abandon the site then BLMis not -- BLM has
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the funding to go ahead and rehabilitate the site.

MR, WLSON: And that would include toxic cleanup?

MR MLLER Right. Anything that -- anything -- any
hazardous waste material that would -- or hazardous wastes that
are identified or hazardous material that are identified, as
well. | nmean, the Energy Conm ssion | ooks at that as well.
And so we woul d both be working on determ ning a waste
managenent plan or hazardous material plan that they woul d use,
that they would | ook for.

MR. WLSON: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. M LLER  Unh-huh

MR SOLORIO And just, if | may note, the Energy
Comm ssion has a standard requirement for a closure plan that
mrrors BLM s requirenent.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: W have a request fromthe
court reporter who has been up here busily typing away for a
brief break. So let’'s break for five mnutes and we'll cone
back just after 6:30 if you will, please.

(O f the Record From6:25 p.m, Until 6:37 p.m)

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: W' d like to resune, so if
you' d pl ease cone back to order and we’' || get going. kay.

Eric Solorio, the project manager, is going to
continue with his presentation. Thank you.

MR SOLORIO Thank you. | want to run to -- run

through the last two slides here for you into the other
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portions of it. This slide is the Energy Comm ssion’s project
website for the Ridgecrest project. So if you re | ooking for
i nformati on and you reach this page this is the main page. In
the top | eft-hand corner you' |l see a couple of tabs there,
proceedi ngs, notices, orders, announcenents, docunents and --
and reports, the third one dowmn. That’'s where you Il find the
bul k of the information at, and it will be organized in terns
of the applicant’s docunents, staff’s docunents, and
i ntervener’s docunents. And, again, this is the web page if
you' re | ooking for the information.

And sane goes for the BLM This is a BLM project web

page. And | haven't spent a lot of tinme onit. But what I

found, if you look for -- look at the cal endar of events, and
that’s where you' |l find nost of the notices that are being
post ed.

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE 1: It doesn’t cone up.
MR SOLORIO Well, it came up for ne.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: They shoul d contact Hector

of Janet.

MR SOLORIC  Yeah. Janet Eubanks of Hector
Vil |l al obos woul d be sonebody to contact and make -- nake sure
we have the -- the right web address, or if there may be

problenms with accessing the site.
HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: W're -- we're there?

MR SOLORI O Yeabh.
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HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Ckay. Thank you. | wonder
if someone who is in the back woul d be so kind as to close the
door so -- we have a lot of noise comng in. Thank you very
much, sir. Al right.

We have CURE with us today, the first intervener in
the case. And Elizabeth Kl ebaner, their representative, is
going to just tell us alittle bit about CURE and why they’ ve
intervened in the case.

M5. KLEBANER: Thank you. Elizabeth Kl ebaner with
CURE. Cure is a collection of unions, folks who actually
are -- sone of the nmenbers are -- are the folks that build
power plants. W -- our coalition has an interest in seeing
that plants are built in an environnentally stable way. At
this point we submtted a petition to intervene, have been
granted intervention and party status. And at this point we'r
reviewi ng the project and (inaudible) revision to that project
proposal that have been subm tted by applicant.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. And al t hough
CURE is a word it’s also an acronym \Why don’t you tell us
what it stands for.

M5. KLEBANER: Sorry about that. Thank you. CURE
stands for California Unions for Reliable Energy.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you very nmuch. Al
right.

Now we’ || proceed -- sir?

e
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MR, THOWPSON. | had one question. Robert Thonpson
here.

Is this going to be an integrated environnental
docunment with NEPA and CEQA together, or will this be two
di fferent docunments?

MR SOLORIO Yes. It will absolutely be a joint
docunent that would otherwi se be called and EIR, EI'S, but in
this case a staff assessnent, EIS. And it will describe the
nuances in the introduction to the furthest extent possible.
W' re going to try to keep it all in the same di scussion. But
parts of the docunent will be CEQA only discussions, and ot her
parts wll be NEPA only discussions. But if we’'re successful
the bulk of it will be those.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: (Ckay. M. Solorio now his
going to address the -- the issues identification report.
Energy Conm ssion staff has reviewed the application for
certification and identified i ssues which appear to be
significant. And they have been summarized into a docunent
called the issues identification report. And you'll go ahead
and describe that for us.

MR. SOLORIO (Ckay. The purpose of the issues
identification report is to informthe commttee and al

st akehol ders of significant issues that will require an early

focus to properly characterize and assess. These issues in the

initial report are not limting. The issues will likely
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continue to arise as nore information is devel oped. The issues
identification report is available on the project website, and
11 go through those issues here.

So generally the resource areas with significant
issues at this time are biological resources, cultural
resources, land uses, traffic and transportation, transn ssion
system engi neering, water resources, visual resources and
cumul ative i npacts.

M. Anderson, would you pl ease cone up.

MR. ANDERSON: Very quickly I'"mgoing to discuss the
two main inpacts for biological resources.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Pl ease identify yourself
first.

MR. ANDERSON: My nane is Dick Anderson and | am a
wildlife biologist working on this project for the California
Ener gy Conmm ssi on.

The two species of concern, they' re both |isted, the
desert tortoise, which is state and federally threatened, and
the Mpjave Ground Squirrel, which is a state threatened
speci es.

And very quickly, you can see that both the north and
the south half, this -- nowthis is the original project
design. There's been a nodification and reconfiguration. But
this is where the wash goes. And so you can see the

northwestern portion where the wash is is very dense -- densely
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popul ated with desert tortoise. Not so nuch down here. But
you can see that all and all the tortoises are -- are
t hroughout the site. And it’s -- has a very high nunber of
tortoi ses, an estimate of 69 tortoises.

To give you an idea of that, we're currently worKking
on four other projects in the desert, Palen, Genesis and
Bl yt he, which have essentially no tortoises, and |vanpl ow
(phonetic), which has about a third the nunber of tortoises on
a per kiloneter basis as this project. And lvanploe is getting
quite a bit of publicity right now, quite a bit of press due to
the tortoises that they have.

| ve got a conparison here, sone systenatic studies
on density of tortoises that have been done by the US Fish and
Wldlife Service, 2001 through 2005, and then again in 2007.
It just gives you an idea of the general nunmbers. The highest
one is 7.2. Oher than two that are over ten, both of those
are in the Col orado Desert, Ridgecrest has 9.8 tortoi ses per
square kilometer. [It’s quite high conpared to the rest of the
Moj ave Desert and the -- the west -- the rest of the desert.

Moj ave Ground Squirrel, the main the problemfor the
Moj ave Ground Squirrel is connectivity. And connectivity is a
connection between popul ations of a species. It’'s a genetic
connection. It’s not a corridor where they run up and down
like a highway. But they need to be living throughout the area

so that genetic exchange occurs through the popul ation.
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This gives you -- this -- this shows you the current
Moj ave Ground Squirrel range in California, and the gl obs are
where the popul ation centers are. This particular one shows
you that right there is where our project is. It’s not on this
map. But these are proposed wi nd and sol ar projects. These
gl obs are desert tortoise populations. The nost recent work
identifies a corridor, the connectivity, comng right through
here, and this is where our project is.

That’ s not the exact shape of the project. | just
threwthat in to show where it is. |If we enlarge that we' d see
t hat Brown Road goes right through the center of it. You can’t
really see. Here's -- here’s a little better. It shows you
t hat everything runs up agai nst nountains here and -- and over
here, and this is where the bottleneck is or connectivity,
right where the project’s going.

W think it’s going to be very, very challenging to
identify mtigation for this. It’s not just for the Mjave
Ground Squirrel but it’'s for the -- the topography of the

| ocation. So that’s a concern of this project. A high nunber

of -- of tortoises is going to be a challenge, also, to
mtigate. And that’s all | have. 1’1l get through the rest of
t hese.

MR, SOLORI G Thank you, M. Anderson.
MR WLSON:. WII this be on the web page?

MR SOLORIO Yes. Everything presented here today |
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will post to the web when | return to the office and enter it
into the docket.

Cul tural resources; a matter of concern to Native
Americans is a nountainous area to the southwest of the
proposed project site is El Paso Mountain sacred | ands. For
t hose of you that were on the site tour today, at |east riding
on our bus, they were pointed out by Hector. The El Paso
Mountai n sacred lands are listed in Native American Heritage
Comm ssi on’ s dat abase of sacred |lands. The project would
potentially inpact the view shed fromthis area that has been
identified by Native Americans as sacred.

W -- we also received a nunber of comments at the
Decenber 15th workshop by several different representatives of
Native American groups, and they tal ked about the use of the
property south of Brown Road as a staging area and a trai
systemthat they would use nmaking the trek up the El Paso
Mount ai ns.

Land use; the right-of-way application is for 4,000
acres of public land and could elimnate other BLM authorized
| and uses. Right now OHV is one of those uses. W’ve also
heard comments about the astrol ogical group, and other comments
to that effect. And | guess overall froma cunulative
st andpoi nt considering the nunber of projects out there, our
proposed projects on BLM I and, the inpacts would be

significant.
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Traffic and transportation; our staff has been
working with Caltrans and BLMto | ook at the Brown Road/ Chi na
Lake Boul evard intersection at 395. And the collision rate is
2.8 tinmes higher than statew de average. Based on the
construction traffic for this traffic it’s definitely an issue
here of concern.

Ri ght now what’ s being discussed with staff and
Caltrans is that we believe a new access off of US 395 is
needed sonewhere north of the existing intersection. It is
possi bl e there may be a redesign of the Brown Road and China
Lake Boul evard intersection at 395 that would suffice in place
of providing a new access onto the project for both
construction and operations. This issue has been identified
and there’s been sone discussion with the applicant on it.

W' || obviously need to westle with this.

Transm ssion system engi neering; the Phase |
| nt erconnection study for the project was provided to the
Energy Conmm ssion, identified as a 750 negawatt net generation
plant. And this study did not include the appendices. Staff
needs those appendices to do its analysis. And you can see the
di screpancy between the 750 negawatts and the 250 that was
proposed. Just quickly note that sonme of the applicants
presentation earlier on the three different power plants starts
to make sense to ne how you arrived at the 750.

Nonet hel ess, the staff is requesting at a mninumis
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a conplete Phase | Interconnection study in order for us to
properly analyze the project’s inpacts in ternms of downstream
i nprovenents in their transm ssion system and/ or substati ons.
The issue hereis | -- 1 -- | believe, really the timng of
getting that information.

Wat er resources; the project proposes using high
quality ground water fromthe Indian Wlls Valley Water
District wells located within the Indian Wlls Valley
Groundwat er Basin for site construction and plant operations
t hat i nclude power cycle nmakeup water, mrror wash water,
donesti c potable water, dust suppression, and cooling of
anci |l ary equi pnent.

Staff’s -- staff’s prelimnary review of data
presented by the applicant suggests that overdraft in the basin
wll continue and will e exacerbated by the additional water
requi renents of the R dgecrest Solar Project. Staff is
concerned that 1,47 acre feet is not a realistic anmunt of
meeti ng construction needs. And | wll just add to that we had
not seen a definitive mtigation, also.

Vi sual resources; this project presents new
intrusions on the | andscape fromthe sol ar troughs over
approximately 1,800 acres of a certain area. And we are
wor king with BLM regardi ng the devel opnent of the BLM
classifications visual resource (inaudible).

Cumul ative inpacts; NEPA and CEQA both require a
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cunul ative effects analysis of the proposed project which would
considers its environnental inpacts together with the potenti al
envi ronnment al inpacts of other proposed projects. So this can
be quite substantial considering all the activity of -- in the
area regardi ng solar projects.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: M. Sol orio, thank you for
that summary of the issues identification report. And the next
slide, obviously, is discussing the schedule for review of the
project. But before we get to that the -- the slides you ve
just seen are a summary of the issues identification report.
The actual report is a fairly conprehensive docunent. And the
comm ttee has sone questions about sone of the itens in that
report which I think will -- are probably best directed to the
applicant, and you can choose who. But let ne start with --
with a couple of these topics.

Under soil and water resources, obviously, the water
issue is -- is a major one. And the applicants -- the issues
identification report states that the applicant will be -- or
proposes to provide offsets to the water use, but that the
of fsets have not been identified, quantified, or even
researched. And we wondered if -- if you wish to respond to
t hat statenent.

MR. GALATI: Yeah. Sure will. First and forenost |
want to | et you know for operations we're using a 150 acre feet

of water. The project is dry cool ed.
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We researched and went with the district and had been
wor ki ng on a cash for grass programin which we were | ooking at
ways to get conservation through | andscapi ng benefits. | can
tell you, we’ve nade extrene progress in the |last tw workshops
hearing i ssues and hearing ideas fromthe public about possible
buying up land or fallowing land. W heard fromthe public
t oday about a particular location that mtigation wuld be good
to be at. W believe that we've learned a lot. W -- the
county came and said that they had county buil dings that could
be used for retrofit. The city did the sane thing. W think
the workshop was extrenely productive. W have always stated
our commtnent to mtigating that water inpact and -- and we’l|l
continue to do so.

As far as mtigation is concerned we'll continue to
work with staff. W will identify sonmething. It mght be a
menu. And as | pointed out in the workshop setting today
the -- | think of it in terns of creative solutions in offset
situations for air quality where there are no ERCs. Those are
the kinds of things we’'re tackling and those are the kinds of
prograns which we're intending to fund. But our conmtnent is
to mtigate that water use.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: ALL RIGHT. Thank you. And
now t he conmttee al so had a question about bi ol ogical
resources, particularly the tortoise issue. Apparently the --

the time to survey the tortoises in the spring. And a

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTING CORPORATION
916-362-2345

63




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

receiving site has to be selected for translocation of the
tortoises. The report indicates that the applicant hasn’t
provi ded plans for -- for the survey or the translocation and
that that could present a problemin a tinely review of that
area. | wondered if you' d care to respond to that?

MR. GALATI: Yes. As you know, | am working on other
projects, as well. Not a single project has identified a
transl ocation site at this point. [It’s not uncommon for us to
work with staff about what the criteria for translocation
shoul d be, as well as we have recently redesi gned our project
whi ch m ght change where or how or what kind of quality habitat
or the nunber of tortoises that we're |ooking to rel ocate.

Il will tell you that staff issued a very conpl ex set
of data requests that we received |late in Decenber. W're
wor ki ng on themright now One of themincludes a desert
tortoise translocation relocation plan and we are preparing
that. It will be submitted in our data request. W had done a
simlar plan for the Blythe and Pal en projects when we received
those data requests earlier in the Decenber, and they re about
to be submtted.

Il will tell you with the desert tortoise issue in
general is, you know, we have a little bit of a difference with
staff on the quality of that habitat. W do believe that we
have noved the site to -- in a way and redesigned the site that

actually reduces inpacts. The purpose of that was not only to
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get out of the wash and solve the soil and water drainage issu

that was nentioned in the report, it was also to provide this

connectivity. W’ ve had sone of that conversation today.
VWiile we are not there we're confident that if we

keep working with staff we can get there. W did -- we’'ve

al ready had two workshops. W’ re having anot her workshop

tomorrow, and hopefully another workshop after that. W'l

continue to work towards -- towards those ends. W don’'t see
that as a fatal flaw and -- and believe that the conmm ssion
could -- should continue to push forward, although we do

acknowl edge there’s an issue there that we need to work.
HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. And -- and

pl ease understand that the -- in asking these questions the

e

commttee is not pronouncing judgnment in any way. We're sinply

seeki ng your response to these statenents by staff in their

report to better understand your position on -- on that matter
| wonder if Comm ssion Boyd might have any -- any

guestions or comments on the issues identification report?

COW SSI ONER BOYD: Well, | don't think M. Galati

will be surprised about the next conmment. But in review ng the

staff’s data request in the traffic and transportation area |
noted what | consider to be sone very good and rel evant
guestions about the use of alternative fuel vehicles in the
operation of this project.

And it did dawn on ne that -- and | thought that was
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an excellent question on the part of the staff and an excel |l ent
guestion to be put before a comm ssion because we have a | ot
of these projects going on. And in your application you were
very anxious to point out your desire to nmeet the goals and

obj ectives of the State of California, particularly, of course,
with regard to the renewabl e portfolio of standard electricity
goal s and obj ecti ves.

But we have goal s and objectives, just |ike we want
to -- want to nodify the portfolio of transportation -- or
el ectricity sources we have in the state, we want to do the
sanme for transportation fuels. And |I’mjust wondering and
hoping you'll give a ot of thought to the use of electricity
as a transportation fuel, have that electricity generating
source for your operational vehicles in the future.

So this is something in addition to water that’'s a
very keen concern of the Energy Comm ssion and -- and hope you
will look into those possibilities. And if you need any help
in finding purveyors of electric transportation | know the
transportation staff of the Energy Comm ssion would be nost
anxi ous to hel p you.

MR. GALATI: Thank you, Conm ssioner Boyd. That
comment is noted and we w il seriously |ook at that issue.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Anything fromstaff further
on the issues identification report, or from CURE? No? Al

right. Thank you.
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Yes, if you would care to respond, please. Just
state your nanme for the record, if you will.

MR. ARI NGHOFF: Sure. Rainer Aringhoff, Solar
MIllennium Just a clarifying questions. WII| these nunbers
of the desert tortoises per square kilonmeter be revised now in
view of the design that keeps totally out of the wash? Wat |
recall, this map that has been shown by the biologist that a
good part of the desert tortoises occurrence were in the area
where there will be no project facilities at all. That's ny
first question.

The second | have with respect to this map, because
it wll be posted, it will create probably a | ot of additional
di scussions, is when was, with respect to the Mjave G ound
Squirrel in the specific context of the Ri dgecrest Solar site,
the | ast reported occurrence of ground squirrels to the
sout heast, so that there is a reason of the corridor between
the northwest, which is private |and, and the southeast? Can
that be clarified, and will that be updated?

MR. SOLORIO M. Anderson, can you cone up to the
m crophone, pl ease?

MR. ANDERSON: The first question was would the
density nunbers be revised now that you ve got a new
configuration. The answer would be, yes, as soon as you can
survey the areas that haven’'t been surveyed. Ckay. Wat

you’ ve done is you’ ve noved part of the project to a northern
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area that was not surveyed. So we -- we just assune that
there’s simlar densities of tortoise throughout the area. So
once we get that information, which possibly could be provided
this spring, we -- we won't -- we won’'t be able to say a | ot

about that site.

Moj ave Ground Squirrel, there hasn’t been nuch
tracki ng of the Myjave Gound Squirrels throughout the area,

t hroughout the range for that matter, and so there’s nothing to
update. Nothing’s changed for Mjave G ound Squirrel

MR. ARI NGHOFF: But according to the trapping | saw
that there were nunbers --

MR SOLORIO Excuse nme. |If you're going to -- if
you' re going to make a comment --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: You better both speak

MR SOLORIO -- you need to speak into the
m crophone, pl ease.

MR. ARI NGHOFF: According to the map that | saw there
wer e (inaudible) or evidence that they have been trapped back
in ‘78 and '83. These were the last ones | saw.

MR. ANDERSON: Yeah. | don't think there’ s been
trapping. One of the problens with the Mjave G ound Squirrel
is there -- there’s a ot of areas throughout this range that
are not well known. Connectivity is not necessarily one of

those things that’s not known because it's -- it’s a
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t opographic or a physical feature that doesn’t change.

But in terns of where all the tortoise -- where al
the squirrels and how many there are throughout the range |
don’t think anybody knows. That’'s part of the uncertainty that
bot hers us.

MR SOLORIC 1'd like to offer an additional
expl anation to the question. Regarding the desert tortoise
surveys, you have redesigned the project to avoid El Paso Wash,
which is helpful. And | recognize the same thing when the
bi ol ogi cal assessnment nap was put up on the screen. There' s a
nunmber of, you know, hits that are avoided. And we will -- an
inpact is only going to be one that is there within the project
footprint or affected by the project, so it will be revised
accordingly.

The point M. Anderson nakes is although you have
reduced the inpacts by avoiding the wash you ve now noved north
into the desert tortoise habitat, so there will be additional
i npacts fromthat as well.

And the other point that M. Anderson nmakes is
typically those nunbers are quantified with spring surveys.
And, as you know, we’'re trying to publish this docunent prior
to that wi ndow for spring survey. So we’'re going to nake sone
assunptions and extrapol ate sone data based on the habitat and
densities that are there currently.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Anything further from
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parties or commttee on the report?

COWM SSI ONER BOYD:  Well, just in listening to this
| ast exchange about surveys, | nust admit in -- in ny mnd
because the configuration was changed and changed the | ength of
the process I'm-- |I’m hoping, wondering and hoping if the
appl i cant happens to have access to any data or know edge on
that fact, short of, you know, a whol e new survey.

You know, one nust -- nust have cone to this hearing
toni ght, today, tonight recognizing that you changed the -- the
boundaries fairly significantly. And, you know, staff
certainly couldn’t have responded qui ck enough to really have
much of a discussion tonight.

MR. GALATI: Yes. Conmm ssioner Boyd, if | could
clarify.

First, | want to let you know that -- that what al so
i s happening on other projects, as you know, under NEPA the way
to evaluate alternatives under NEPAis a little bit different
than we have to do under CEQA. And so alternatives are being
surveyed at the same |evel that you would survey for your
proposed project, which is sonething different than we normally
do at the Energy Comm ssion. W nornally do sone sort of
habi tat surveys or nake sonme estimates. And so this project
and the Blythe project and the -- and the Pal en project, as
wel |, you know, evaluating and weighting alternatives, is going

to go out in the window for desert tortoise and survey
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addi tional areas that staff has been working, actually, quite
cooperatively with us in allow ng the docunent to conme out in
an errata to get that survey information in the -- in the
alternatives

W were originally treating this just like an
alternative until we saw the benefits, and that’s why we’'re
nmovi ng towards a proposed project. W wll survey this site

in -- and until that tinme, as we talked with M. Anderson,

there’s an assunption that is being made for a short period of

time until that data cones in that the -- the habitat is the

sanme quality. The densities may change. It |ooks |like the

densities mght change. But the habitat |ooks |ike we’re going

to assune it’'s the sane quality as the habitat that we have
al ready for purposes of getting through the first part of the
docunent, and then froman alternative perspective we'll
augnent that wth surveys in the spring. There was no ot her
way to do that.

COWM SSI ONER BOYD:  Thank you

MR SOLORIO And if | could just expand on that.
W -- we’'ve been grappling with this issue regarding the NEPA
alternatives analysis for several nonths and have approached

it, etcetera. And -- and the key for staff is going to be to

make sure that -- that our estimates of the -- the presence of

desert tortoise in un-surveyed areas are conservative and

overestimate, if anything, to avoid re-circulation of the
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docunent .

There was al so an earlier comment about the
transl ocation plan, | believe, fromthe comm ssioner. And I
just want to point out that that is a key requirenent of the
bi ol ogi cal assessnment as listed on this critical path schedul e
that needs to get to the service in order to stay on track.
And tinme needs to be allocated for staff. W need to take a
ook at it and/or have it nodified.

MR. GALATI: Yes. And -- and, again, | can tell you
that we’'re working on it and it’s com ng together. And we have
a couple of nodels for Blythe and Palen, and we’ Il get it to
you as soon as we can.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Ckay. Thank you. Staff has
i ssued a proposed schedule for the project which is on the
screen.

You have sonething further on the issues?

MR SOLORIO If I can just touch on the schedul e.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Sure. Go ahead.

MR SOLORIO This is our staff’s proposed schedul e.
This is the infamous nmi | estone schedul e that was devel oped
anongst -- between agencies. So if | could just touch on
t hat --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: (Go ahead.

MR, SOLORIO -- provide a background to everybody.

Aneri can Rei nvestnent and Recovery Act all ocates
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about $38 billion of grant noney for renewabl e energy projects
t hat begin construction by the end of 2010. And this is a
deadline that a | ot of people are trying to make. Sol ar

M|l enniumhas three projects identified by the Departnent of
Interiors fast track projects. And ultimtely what that neans
is we're trying to get it processed so they can break ground if
they’'re going to be approved. The Energy Commi ssion, BLM Fish
and Gane and Fish and Wldlife Service has worked to develop a
schedul e that they thought could acconplish that.

The first mlestone on this schedule is Novenber 4th
bei ng deened data adequate. That did not happen in this
process. So we are already -- we’'re behind schedule, to put it
gently.

| would Iike to talk about the schedule if that’s
okay with you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Pl ease, go ahead.

MR SOLORIO Al right. 1In a nutshell, this
schedul e essentially identifies the draft EI'S bei ng published
February 19th. | believe staff can publish the draft docunent
probably closer to March 10th, or just after the first of week
of March. And that woul d depend on quick responses fromthe
appl i cant and cooperation fromthe agencies in order to make
t hat happen. And even being three weeks behind what’s posted
here, | think there’s sonme give and take that could be done

bet ween the service accelerating the BO and/ or the hearing
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of ficer being so kind as to accel erate the PMPD

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Ckay. Thank you.

Regar dl ess of which schedule you' re |ooking at the -- what they
have in comon is that the conpletion of the reviewis to take
pl ace by early Novenber 2010. This nmeans everybody has to work
fast. And it means that particularly the applicant needs to
provide information in a tinely manner so the Energy Conm ssion
staff can reviewit.

MR SOLORIO Yeah. Excuse ne. If | may, 1'd like
to ask our Deputy Director Terry OBrien to come up to speak to
that. He is ny bosses boss and, ultimately, dictates the
wor k| oad.

MR. O BRIEN. Good evening. | did want to make a few
comments on the schedule. The Energy Comm ssion in conjunction
with the other agencies, BLM California Departnment of Fish and
Ganme, US Fish and WIldlife Service, have been working hand in
gl ove over the last 12 nonths very cooperatively as we have
faced an enornmous challenge in terns of transformng
California’ s electricity systemto a renewabl e based system
It would be an understatenment to say that the agencies are
overwhel med with a | arge nunber of renewabl e applications. And
even though all the agencies certainly support this
transformation to a renewabl e based system we are experiencing
a wor kl oad of unprecedented proportions.

We have five of these projects that have recently
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filed, and by recently | mean in the last four or five nonths,
that hope to get approved by the end of Decenber of this year
to qualify for the ARRA fundings that Eric alluded to. These
projects, these solar projects, as everybody knows, take up a
huge anmount of land. And we’'re finding right now that the
resources needed to review these projects, particularly in
certain technical areas |ike biological resources, cultura
resources are far in excess of the resources that we’ ve needed
in the past for natural gas fired projects, nmany of which you
could put on a 20 acre parcel of I|and.

So for a variety of reasons in terns of over 25
projects currently under review and the short tinelines the
staff is in a very difficult position, and by staff, not only
t he Energy Comm ssion, but BLM and the resources agencies that
we’'re working wth.

Consequently, the staff has to nmake decisions in
terns of howto allocate its resources. Because what we do not
want to see is us failing on all the projects while trying to
get every one -- every project through, and sone of the
proj ects, expending resources that turn out not to be a w se
expenditure of our -- of our tinme.

| just want to nake the commttee aware and,
obvi ously, the applicant that the staff has concerns with the
proj ect schedule for the Ridgecrest project in front of us

here. The major concern that we have, notw thstanding the fact
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that 12 nonths for any solar project would -- would represent a
very, very fast schedule, are the biological issues associated
with this project.

M. Anderson, our biologist, referred to those,
desert tortoise, and al so Mpjave Ground Squirrel. Mjave
Ground Squirrel connectivity issues | -- | think are
significant issues that are going to be difficult to resolve in
atinely manner. Qoviously, fromstaff’'s perspective and from
t he perspective of the other agencies appropriate mtigation is
goi ng to be needed.

So | just want to make sure the conm ttee understands
the difficult position | think that all the agencies here find
ourselves in, in ternms of trying to review this project and
these other projects in a very, very expedited nmanner. And we
can not nove projects through in an expedited manner if, in
fact, we have difficult issues that can not be quickly
resol ved

And so the applicant, you know, needs to understand
that. Qbviously, the agencies will do everything we can to
nove this and other projects forward. But, obviously, there
are issues outside of our control, and those issues are
associated wth the inpacts of each one of these projects.
Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER BOYD: WwWell, M. OBrien, it’s highly

unusual to see you at one of these hearings and, what’s nore,
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to have you testify. So obviously, this is a point about which
the staff of the Energy Conmi ssion feels pretty strongly. And
| -- and | appreciate that fact and I’'m-- 1’"mglad that you
are able to communicate that to this conmttee, as well as to

t he audi ence.

This causing -- this is going to cause ne to nake a
coupl e of comments | was planning to make at the end of this
whol e thing, and that is just exactly how difficult power plant
siting has becone in California while we strive to neet the
governor’s objectives and our own objectives for renewabl e
energy. And we are now in a unique, novel and very A-typi cal
partnership with our friends at the BLM which nore conplicates
the process we’ve been used to down through the decades.
Nonet hel ess, | think you' ve al so heard that everybody’s trying
i ke crazy, applicant and staffs, to -- to do what they can to
resol ve these issues.

But it -- it is also necessary for everybody to
i ndeed do all they can to resolve these issues or sone wl|
fall by the wayside, or sone wll just not nmake the deadlines
necessary to take advantage of the federal nonies. And,
frankly, we wouldn’t |ike to not do that because it’s a unique
opportunity to help California who has consistently been on the
cutting edge of technol ogy, energy use and generation, and what
have you. It would -- it would di sadvantage us to not have an

opportunity to help finance these activities and, frankly, to
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hel p stinmul ate our econony, just |ike everybody else is trying
to help stinmulate theirs.

So everybody here in this audience is -- is -- is
hearing a rather novel discussion of -- of the issues that we
face. So | don’t know whether to thank you or not, Terry. But
anyway, you said it and it’s been said.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: | wonder if the applicant
woul d care to comrent on the proposed schedul e?

MR. GALATI: Yes. W -- we actually would care to
coment .

And, Comm ssi oner Boyd, you -- you ve seen nme cone
for the | ast couple of years to the comm ssion and tell you
that we need to think differently if we want to do these
projects. This is exactly why.

What -- what the conm ssion has done over tine is
becone nore and nore specific on the information that’s
requi red, and applicants have been able to neet that standard.
| think that the comm ssion’s analysis that it does is by far
t he nost thorough analysis of any industrial project in the
nation. Your staff is very conpetent, and they keep getting
conpetor -- conpetitor, nmeaning that they keep getting better
and asking nore questions and requiring nore information. And
that’s not a bad thing, but it’s a bad thing when you' re trying
to do a renewabl e project and you' re using the same | evel of

detail necessary.
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| have proposed in the schedul e status conferences to
be included into the schedule so that when we cone to an
i npasse | can propose novel ways to maybe get through the
process, novel ways that are not illegal, novel ways that do
not stop the public fromparticipating, no need for changes in

laws or regulations, but just a different way to approach

mtigation. And one of the ways that you will hear ne
consistently say with every project, because we're -- this is
not solely a Ri dgecrest process. This is going to be -- it may
not be identified in other projects yet but there will be an

i ssue where we cone up and we need qui ck resol ution.

And the proposals that -- that you' re going to hear
the theme about is do you need to identify exactly what you' re
going to do, or do you need to identify a performance standard
by which you shall neet? And | believe the law all ows you, and
many agencies in California interpreting CEQA require and all ow
it, that there be performance standards set as mtigation, as
opposed to design now.

Now one of the things that the Ri dgecrest project has
simul taneously trying to be a good partner has caused itself to
be burdened is it changed its design to try to be nore
environmental ly friendly based on feedback. And while it would
be great if we had identified that early and proposed a design,
that was part of the public process. That's exactly what this

public process is about. It’s exactly why water mitigation
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wll be nore inforned, because we’'re talking to the community
in a public setting.

So | would inplore you -- and | understand that staff
is extrenely busy and |’ msensitive to that, and | think that |
have to propose those things to you as they cone up. And so |
-- | urge you to adopt this schedule that allows these frequent
status conferences. And again, not in any way, shape or form
to fight staff. | think staff’s doing a great job. | thin
maybe a Cadillac is not required in sone areas. And those are
the kinds of things |I’d propose.

And | prom se staff and | prom se the conmm ssion, |
will not bring sonething to you that | have not talked with
staff about as a proposal. And if we can work it out ourselves
that would be fantastic. If we can’t I'd |love to have sone
status conferences on the books where we can get sone gui dance.

COWM SSI ONER BOYD: Wl |, thank you, M. Galati. You
and | had a very simlar discussion right dowmn the road here a
few weeks ago, another very simlar project. | think | can say
safely for all the conmm ssioners that |I know, and -- and,
frankly, for the staff, that we’ re always open to suggestions
on ways to inprove things.

And we -- we did reflect in that previous discussion
on another siting case an interest in, at least | did, in-- in
commttee status conferences. And, frankly, wthout

referencing the dates suggested just yet until we hear from
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others, the concept is fine by me. It's -- it’'s -- it’s

addi tional work for everybody, but it’s additional work that we
said, and the conm ssioners thensel ves, said they would be
willing to do. And | won't reference other things we' re doing
i ke four marathon days next week all about one case, 9:00 a.m
to 9:00 p.m, etcetera, etcetera.

So we’'re open to suggestions. | alnbst was going to
ask you the question | asked you last time about are you trying
to address the idea that some formof regulatory creep is
creeping into this process? Because | hear that all the tine,
not fromyou but fromother people. But | won't ask you that
guesti on.

And in any event, all | can say is it sounds to ne
i ke everybody’s trying like crazy. And | think everybody’s
open to continuing to find better ways to do things. And I’|
let it go at that, other than, you know, you have ny personal
pl edge to look a little nore deeply into -- into this
performance standards concept, which is sonething, as you know
fromny past history, I'"'mkind of used to in another setting.
So -- and I’'ll broach that to our siting comrttee and -- and
as we all continue to discuss the issue, and |I’'Il discuss it
wth M. OBrien as we continue to discuss these things when |
run into himon furlough Fridays down at the office trying to
process these projects. WlIl, in any event, thanks.

MR SOLORIO Yeah. If I may, I'd like to respond to
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that fromstaff’'s perspective. |’ mpersonally working 55 to 60
hours a week, including all the furlough days that | don’t get
paid for. And many if not nost of our staff are all putting in
the extra hours to get these things done. And for those of you
that attended the earlier workshop today you heard and saw ne
push and prod the applicant and our own staff to engage in

di scussi ons about appropriate mtigation neasures.

These mtigation neasures frommny perspective shoul d
have been identified a year ago before you even wal ked t hrough
the door. And there’s a significant difference between a
regul atory creep and a project that doesn’'t have mtigation
proposed for a site with 69 desert tortoises. That's a very
real issue.

And where we | eft that workshop today was nme pushing
or lead the way to get you guys to engage our staff and vice
versa in defining what that mtigation is going to | ook Iike.
And, frankly, | -- even though we're continuing it until
tomorrow s workshop, fromthe comments | heard today | don’t
anticipate any further progress on the issue. And | understand
for nost staff now we are | ooking at setting a workshop for the
end of January to talk about it. This schedule or nothing
close to this schedule is going to cone out of that kind of
appr oach.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: All right. Thank you for

t hose comments. | think we have heard enough about scheduling
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to understand that there are chall enges that everybody is in
good faith trying to neet them And it’s the commttee’ s job
to issue a schedule and we’ll do so. It will take into account
the m | estone schedule, as well as the proposed schedul es given
to the commttee by staff and the applicant. And that
scheduling order will issue very shortly.

Wth respect to the issue of putting status
conferences into the schedule, that’'s a good suggestion, M.
Galati. But you should also know, I"'m-- 1 know you know t hat
you can al ways request one, too. So if sonething conmes up that
you need to bring to the attention of the commttee if you
woul d submt a request we'll -- we -- we’'d try to schedul e that
and notice it. So thank you.

Thank you all for -- for your attention. And -- yes?

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: (O f mke.) Can -- are we done
or can we say sonet hi ng?

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: No. No. No. W’re not
done. Hold on. Just -- just -- just be patient. Thank you
all for your attention. | know you' ve been patiently waiting
to speak, and now is that tine.

M5. COBAUGH SM TH: | need a break.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Ckay. W are going to take,

again, a five mnute break, and then we'll begin. Before we
take the break, please, let ne set the ground rules. | have a
bi g stack of blue cards from people who want to speak. |If we
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gave everybody an unlimted tinme to speak | know from
experience we'd be until mdnight. So |I’mgoing to ask that
everybody try to limt their comments to three m nutes.

In addition, | want to |l et you know that if you
submtted one of these cards and your nane is on it this wll
becone part of the record. And if you’ ve indicated that you
oppose or favor the project or witten a coment on here we' ||
have that in the record, as well. But you're all -- we -- we
wel conme your conments, we want to hear them And in five
m nutes we' ||l be back to start that.

(O f the Record From 7:28 p.m, Until 7:44 p.m)

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Cone to order. |1’Il start
calling the nanes on the cards. Wen -- when you begin to
speak you'll see a little light on that -- on the podium start
counting dowmn fromthree mnutes, and that will give you an
i dea of how much tine you have. |If you can keep your comrents
shorter than that it would be appreciated. But in any event,
limt themto three mnutes. Thank you.

First one is Judi e Decker.

M5. DECKER: First -- first of all, for the Energy
Comm ssion and M. Boyd, I'd |like to tell you that | think your
staff --

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE 1: (Of mke.) You re not --
you're not --

M5. DECKER:  \Wat ?
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M5. KLEBANER  Pull the mke out alittle bit.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: These m crophones, you need
to practically put it right in your nouth.

M5. DECKER: But ny m nutes are |eaving.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Start her over, please.

M5. DECKER: For M. Boyd, I'd like to tell you that
| think your staff, especially M. Solorio, has done an
excellent job. | have attended both the neeting this norning
and the neeting in Decenber, and 1’'d like to conplinent them
publicly.

As far as this project goes, ny vote is no project.
The issues with biological habitat, with the dust, and
especially with the water are too nuch to overconme. Mtigation
in ny book is not taking tortoises and novi ng t hem sonewher e
else. 1t’s keeping things as they are.

As far as the water goes, this project will use water
froman area the water district is punping fromthat has no
recharge. W have been in critical overdraft for al nost 50
years and are currently approaching or probably are in --
excuse ne. W have been in overdraft for 50 years and are
approaching critical overdraft. W do not need to use water
for a solar facility that will not serve electricity to this
area, but in fact will profit Solar MIlennium their private
conpany, that would be otherw se used by our citizens in future

tines.
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The cultural resources that are in this area are
amazing. They can’t be relocated either. [It’s not the sane.

Keep the land, BLM as it is for nultiple public use
and help Solar MIlenniumfind a better site.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you for your comments.
Next we have Jack Ti pton

MR TIPTON: Well, I'’mJack Tipton. |’ m opposed to
this project because we are, |ike Judie Decker said, we're in
serious overdraft in our water aquifer. And nobody’s nentioned
how much we’re in overdraft, but we're dropping a foot a year.
And if any -- nobody knows how the bottom of this aquifer is.
If it’s shaped |like a bow or sonething it could accelerate a
great deal

And | al so heard sonet hing about mtigation. Well,
how are you going to mtigate nore water? Because you can’t
get any -- LA's got it tied up everywhere around here. W’ve
got to depend on the water that we can draw out underneath this
vall ey, and there’s no -- hardly any recharge.

That’s about all | have to say. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you for your conments.

Bill Deaver? Bill Deaver? No.

Let nme say that with respect to any nane that | cal
and the person has either left or has decided not to speak the
name will go into the record. Bill Deaver is with the Eastern

Econom ¢ Alliance and indicates that he favors the project.
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Next i s Penel ope LePone.

M5. LEPOME: Thank you. M name is Penel ope LePone.
| have sonme questions. One question pertains to a subject that
| don’t think has been nentioned to date.

VWhat is the dianeter of the natural gas |line being
proposed to serve the site?

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Staff or applicant m ght be
able to help you there.

MR SOLORIO Yes. | don't believe there’'s any
natural gas. It will be on propane; right?

M5. HARRON: Right, propane.

MR. GALATI: That’'s correct. No natural gas
pi pel i ne.

M5. LEPOME: No natural gas? You're going to use
propane? Ckay.

Anot her question | have has to do with what woul d
prevent you from breaki ng ground and then abandoni ng the
project due to sonme adverse financial condition, a natural
di saster, sonething like that?

MR. GALATI: First and forenost, the project is a
billion dollar project. W wouldn’t break ground if we didn’t
intend to see it through.

Second, I'll -- and, again, you know, if -- is --
as -- as an applicant or a permt holder there are -- there

will be permtting requirenents, providing you heard M. Ml ler

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTING CORPORATION
916-362-2345

87




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

tal k about a restoration plan, sonme bondi ng nmechanism and the
Energy Comm ssion has a cl osure plan.

M5. LEPOME: Ckay. But will that bonding be adjusted
periodically to keep pace wth increased costs?

MR GALATI: | think I’lIl have to defer that to BLM
| know how their particular 3809 regul ations work. And those
particul ar regul ations require an updating of the plan as you
get closer and closer to a potential term nation date. |
believe it’s a living docunent.

MS. LEPOME: Ckay. M concern, as you probably can
gather, is that given our economc tines that assum ng you get
all of the data that everybody wants, you have a plan, you can
mtigate, etcetera, etcetera, you break ground, and then maybe
t he technol ogy changes and it’s no longer feasible to nake a
profit with it. You know, I don’t know, but | see costs going
up in the grocery store. | know that’s not part of inflation,
nor is energy costs. But it seens to ne that everything costs
nore to fix. And that would be a concern that | have.

| have sone concerns about the major issues that were
mentioned. Certainly the water issue is a major one, both
during the operation, but also for construction. And a point
that was made in various presenters is that the water that is
bei ng proposed to be used is especially high quality water.
And | would recommend that they use sonme other alternative

sources, maybe sonme wells that have not such a high quality
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wat er, for the purposes of construction and that sort of thing.
| see that I’mrunning out of tinme. | did want to
menti on the biological issues, the soil types, the hydrol ogy,
the fl ood wash, the wnd and dust mtigation, and the risk for
valley fever. But | wll address that, perhaps, another tine.

MR. GALATI: M. Renaud, | apol ogize, | was answering
guestions during her tine. | thought we were having a
di al ogue. | don’t --

M5. LEPOVE: Well --

MR. GALATI: Can you give her some nore tine to
finish?

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Do you -- would you -- you
know, one thing you can do, if you run out of time you can
submit your conmments in witing to the comm ssion. They wl|
posted on the Energy Comm ssion website and becone part of the
record. | think -- | think you ve made a fair suggestion, M.
Gal ati .

Wul d one nore mnute be sufficient?

M5. LEPOME: | think so.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: All right.

M5. LEPOME: Regarding the geol ogy and hydrol ogy of
the area, and I'm-- | don’t have any expertise in this area,
but | have listened to people talk about not only the wash but
the hunble swales, | think was a termthat sonmebody used, that

refers to the little crevices and the water that goes through.
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So it’s not just the water that cones through the wash.

|’ ve al so heard people say that the water com ng
during a thunder -- or not so nmuch a thunder stormbut a rain
storm-- sheets off the ground. And | think the comment was
made that the soil is pretty inperneable, which would support
the fact that it just sheets dowmn. And that’s why you get such
vol unes of water periodically. And |l -- so | have sone

concerns about the hydrol ogy, the soil content, and the

mtigation that woul d be necessary for cloud bursts and -- and
|arge -- and | arge anounts of water falling fromthe sky.

The other part | -- | made reference to earlier was
the dust mtigation. | know they tal ked about palliative

chem cal treatnents. But there is the risk of valley fever
with the wind and the soil being disturbed.

Al so regarding the soil, it’s very nutritious soil
It has, | understand, a |lot of phosphorous in it which
generates the plant life that supports the variety of aninal
life, including burrowng owls and |lizards and ot her things
that weren’t nentioned tonight. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Mary Jane
Me Ewan.

| amcalling these cards, by the way, in the order in
whi ch they were submtted, just so you know.

M5. MCEWAN: Good evening. M nane is Mary Jane

McEwan. |’ma longtine resident of Ridgecrest. | grew up on
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the base. As a teenager | used to drive an old truck in the
area and hike in the nmountains there. Wen | returned | ater,
ei ght years ago, |’ve continued to do that. | also serve on
the Desert Tortoise Preserve Council board. So ny comments,
Wil submt witten comrents on behalf of nyself as an

i ndi vidual, and the board will also try to get our comments in.

My first conment is regarding the density of the
tortoise in the area. Wen -- the goal should be to enhance
the recovery of the desert tortoise, not to nerely mtigate for
projects. That should be the BLMs goal. That’'s one of their
mandates. That needs to be renenbered.

The West Mpjave Pl an needs to be considered. W need
to view the desert as a whole, not just little pieces. That’s
why you have a planning process. This idea that, oh, we just
need a plan amendnent, we had a plan that set aside limted use
area, thisis alimted use area. W have open areas for
recreation. W have wil|lderness areas. But we shouldn’t have
maj or industrial area in close proximty to the w | derness
area. Not only do you have the tortoise in high density where
it is, but you have the possibility of noving back and forth
into the wi | derness area.

Recreation -- oh. Regarding desert density, it’'s
comendabl e that the project was realigned to avoid the wash.
But that’s doesn’t nean the tortoise doesn’t nove in and out of

t he wash. You know, it'’s not |like sone tortoises live in the
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wash and stay there and never go out. So, you know, this is
just a spot survey. It’s not adequate to assess the inpact.

Regar di ng the comrent about having performance
standards, performance standards aren’t enough. You need to
prove that you have viable mtigation | and avail able. The
Desert Tortoise Preserve Council, at every neeting |’ve been to
we’'re addressing: Is there enough |land for us to conmt to
take on the obligation? Also, is there enough noney to endow
protecting the land? The cost of protecting the | and has gone
up. W’'re entrusted to protect land. W’ ve made comitnents,
but the cost of fencing has gone up. |It’s hard to neet those
comm t ments.

So | commend the staff for and appreciate their
recommendati on that the project consult with the Desert
Tortoi se Preserve Council because we have a |ong track record.
But we have seen, cost of |and has gone up.

And ny -- and, really, |I’mconcerned that so many
projects are being fast tracked that these agencies can not
adequately and honestly consider the cunul ative inpact of al
these projects on the desert, or on endangered and threatened
speci es. Thank you.

Ch, I"'mgoing to talk a m nute nore anyhow.
Recreational val ues have not been addressed. W have hi ki ng.
We have OHV access. W have the Gem and M neral Society access

for rock counting. W have the astronony neetings sonething
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i ke nine nonths of the year. Once a nonth there’s a star
party out there. And canping in the area. So it really is a
beautiful area. It should stay that way.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. FEric Kauffman?
Al right. M. Kauffman submtted a card indicating he favors
t he project.

Howard Smi t h?

MR. SM TH. Good evening. Once -- once -- one thing,

I’d like to thank all of you for giving everyone, you know,

that -- that’s been here and sone that had to go early the
opportunity to address this issue. | amin favor of the
proj ect.

Ri dgecrest, |1've been -- |’ve lived here 27 years.

|’ve lived in the desert probably 35 years, including the
Joshua Tree area, Arizona and New Mexico. One thing we have --
peopl e al ways say, what’s it like there? | used to recruit for
t he school district.

| said, “It’s hot, but it’s a dry heat.”

But the resource that we have is the sun and its
effect based on the elevation of the area. And | noved here
fromliving in the shadows of the coal fired power plant in
Page, Arizona. | can tell you, there is no such thing as clean
coal .

And | |ived overl ooking Lake Powel |l which produces

electricity through the dam And if you’ ve been follow ng the
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hi story of the Colorado Basin all the |akes are drying up.

Lake Powell is at half it’s normal depth. And it occupies
one -- excuse ny word -- one hell of a lot nore |land than
what’ s bei ng proposed for a solar power plant. Lake Powell is

one of the |l argest bodies of water in the world. The sane with
Lake Mead, it is drying up. [It’s a bad source.

But nost of all coal is a bad source. And if we
don’t do sol ar energy, renewable energy, we’'re going to
continue to rely on the sanme thing we’'re doing now, and we’'re
fighting a war over that. W’re going to keep using oil.

W're going to keep using diesel. W'’re going to keep using
all of those things to produce electricity for a society that
is running amuck with its electricity use.

And | think it would be nice to see the mlitary pick
this area for basically the sanme reason, clear skies. And that
is cutting edge technol ogy going out there. And | can’t
believe that we don’'t have the resources to figure out howto
make a path for the tortoises.

And | have full respect for the tortoise reserve and
the mtigation for the Mbjave Ground Squirrel, but you have to
put everything in perspective. You can not |eave this area the
way it was. If it was we should all be in bulldozers an
| eveling the base, leveling the city and giving it back to
whatever’s here. |It’s dusty and bl ow ng here anyway. You

wn't -- way the hell out there you won’t create any nore dust
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in Ridgecrest than we get now from out there.

But | strongly support this project. | think it
all ows Ridgecrest to finally -- because the base realignnent
and closure act sure didn't cone through, and we have econom c
probl ens here. They're different than everybody el se’s becaus
of our isolation. It will create jobs. W need jobs here,
because our young people leave. That's a fact of life.
There’s nothing for them here.

But we fight over Super Wal-Mart’s. W fight over
wind farms. W fight over a cul-de-sac or how to have a
turnaround out here. This is a community that would bitch and
moan and fight over the price of a free lunch. And there is n
free lunch.

Bui | ding a power plant does take noney, does take
space, whether it’s solar or what we’re using now, which none
of you, | guess, have lived near. You could live near a
power -- nuclear power plant, that sounds thrilling. | nean,
what can go wong with this? Some dust. |It’s already dusty
here and I'mallergic toit, and | still support your program
And | hope this process works for you because you seemto be
putting an awful lot of effort into making it work.

And | have nothing else to say but this town needs t
get behind sonething for a change as a united group. And if
you really want it to look like it did 100 years ago bull doze

your house down, because you have killed nore tortoi ses and

e

(0]

(0]
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nore squirrels building a towm here than what they' re doing is
going to do. Because 69 tortoises in that area 20 years ago,
30 years ago when we used to -- and | was a kid and we woul d go
into the El Pasos, you' d see that many tortoises in an hour.
It isn"t a power plant, it’s your off road vehicles running
over them it’s highways running over them it’'s people
shooting them that’s what’s going on with the tortoise --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Sir, thank you.

MR SMTH -- and sone ravens.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD:  You’ ve gone over --

MR. SM TH. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: -- your tine.

MR SMTH And | --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: But thank you.

MR SMTH -- appreciate the extra tinme. And thank
you, again, for com ng here.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you for your conments.

Ms. Magi, | believe this is, Alen?

M5. ALLEN:. H. I'mMgi Alen, and that’'s ny
husband, and thank you.

| just wanted to point out that the -- on your map it
says Lund Avenue, and that’s one of the closest things that
woul d be to that power plant. And | built -- me and ny sons
built a house out there 26 years ago, and | just sold the

property recently. But out there, | just want you to know, al
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those years | ever saw one tortoise, not one. And | know how
to | ook under a bush and | know what their holes |ook |ike, and
| love tortoises, just love them | think they |ook |ike ET.
But | never saw one. And we wal ked all over where you saw t he
rocky patch and -- because ny son used to go snake hunting and
get the venom for the Monroe H gh School teacher, and when he
got the venom for him

But anyway, and | never saw ground squirrels, not
one, not even one wal king all over there, not one where that
pl ant’ s goi ng.

So | don’t know where you're tal king about your
tortoises but they're not there. Al those years never saw
one. Saw bi g scorpions, but never a tortoise or a ground
squirrel, not even run over.

And the other thing is, the society, we were in that.
My -- when ny son was in high school we were in that for a
whil e and we never once went out in that area. W went out to
the old Sand Canyon’s spot, it’s closed, and went out there.
Went sone places on the base. You can go up to Trona or out to
the Pinnacles. There's lots of places to go besides there.
mean, give me a break.

And | was born and raised here. | was the 200th baby
delivered by Drunmond when he was running the hospital and it
was just one little short thing. So I’ve been here a | ong

time, sol think I have a right to say. And | have seen this
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town -- |ike ny husband said, everything that wants to cone in
here you all bitch about it. You fight and fight. You never
want anything in here, no matter what it is.

And when | was just talking with Ms. Decker before
she got up here | said, “W need this because our, you know,
our planet’s dying. W need to switch to clean things.”

And she said, “W’ve already lost.”

| thought what are you tal king about? You ve already
given up. You know, we’'ve -- |’ve got kids here. 1’ve got
grandkids. You know, | want themto have a world. | want a
cl ean place. W need to do sonething.

And this town’s even fighting over the trash, by god.
They’ re nad because they have to sort -- they -- you have to
sort their trash, you know, put paper and stuff in one thing
and the trash in another. They're going to sue the city
because they have to do that. They want it to be voluntary.
And believe nme, if it was voluntary we wouldn’'t do it, nobody
would do it. They have to make themdo it, and they’'re going
to sue the city because of that. That’'s how stupid they are.

You know, so they’'re going to do the sane thing to
you, try to tear you apart and say, oh, the tortoise, oh, this,
oh, that, even though you' re putting up a fence for the
tortoise and they can walk right around it, if there was one
out there. You know, | never saw one. So -- and, you know,

every little thing they’'re going to bitch about and gri pe about
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and try to get you out of here because they don’t want you
here, you know, they’'re going to nake up everything. They do
it to everything that comes in here. So put it -- put your
feet in for a fight, you know?

And the only thing that | am concerned about, the one
thing is the Indians. |If there’'s artifacts out there |I respect
t hat because, you know, that is sonething. |If you can work
wi th them sonehow, they were the first ones here before us,
bel i eve ne.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD:  Your -- your --

M5. ALLEN. They were here --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Ma’ am - -

MS. ALLEN. -- for thousands of years before you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Ms. Allen --

MS. ALLEN:  Yes?

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: -- your three mnutes it up.
Thank you.

M5. ALLEN.  Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Tom Mul vi hi | |

MR. MULVIHI LL: The Indian Wlls Valley -- in the
I ndian Wlls Valley the amount of water consumed is critical.
Qur aquifer is a limted resource and groundwater is being
w thdrawn faster than it is being recharged. W understand
fromrecent studies that we are currently using the best water

available in the valley, and that in the not too distant future
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we wll depend -- we will be dependent on the use of brackish
water which is also in finite supply.

It is not responsible to think of this valleys
bracki sh water or even its waste water treatment effluent was
bei ng expendable. At this tine the valley has not secured any
out si de source of supply.

Water is our nmost vital natural resource. It is a
position of Indian Wells Valley Water District that devel opnent
of one natural resource, solar power, should not cone at the
expense of another, water. The district board of directors has
taken the position that it supports a solar power here in the
valley with a zero net effect on valley water resources, and
that those water resources include potable water, brackish
wat er and waste water treatment effluent. Even the use of
waste water effluent is a demand on valley water supply because
it a potential source of groundwater recharge.

Therefore, the use of water nust be identified as --
as a significant environnental inpact that nust be mtigated by
an equal reduction in water use sonewhere else in the valley.

A successful mtigation program nmust achi eve nmeasurable results
within a reasonable period of time. The mtigation program
nmust be based on docunented water savings potential from
establ i shed and respected sources in the field. Actual results
nmust be nonitored, reported and docunent ed.

The district has entered into an agreenment with Sol ar
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MIllenniumto supply a maxi mum anount of 165 acre feet of water
per year for operations, and a nmaxi nrum anount of 1,500 acre
feet for construction. And we are assured by Solar M| I ennium
that it would mtigate all its water use. The district
believes that it has such a commtnment from Solar M| ennium
and therefore the district supports the project provided
adequate mtigation exists as docunented and is inplenented.
Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. This one |’ m
having a hard tine reading, but | believe it’s Mg --

M5. GROSSGLASS:. G ossgl ass.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Ckay. Thank you. You know
who you are.

M5. GROSSGALASS: That’s not ny nane anyway.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: |If it’s not please state
your nane.

M5. GROSSAASS: | nmeant, it -- nmy -- it’s ny
husband’ s nane. Sorry.

My nanme is Meg G ossglass. | work for the Of road
Busi ness Association. And currently nmy group is neutral on
this project. | have two very brief comrents.

One is | wwuld like to see a trail rerouted through
the wash for OHV use. Currently, as | see on the BLM DAG map
it says -- it shows a trail going into that wash and trai

goi ng out of that wash. And fromwhat | can tell it |ooks |like
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we won't have access to that trail anynore. | nean, it would
be very hel pful for project applicants to give us maps that
overlay current BLM DAG maps so we can understand how they --
how they' || effect our trails.
And the other issue that | think nade ne a little
nervous was all the talk about mtigation land. Typically I
think that mtigation land, when it’s privately purchased and
given to a regul atory agency, for lack of a better term OCHV
use is not allowed. |If there is private land that is acquired
for mtigation and there are trails on it that are currently
use, | would like to see those designated by the BLM and
allowed to be continued to use. Because the cunulative effect
of all of these solar plants on OHV use is going to be
ext ensi ve.
And | wll submt nore cormments in witing. And
thank you for your time. | appreciate it.
HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. A card from
Chris Ellis -- Ellis indicates wishing not to speak and favors
the plan, and asks that | read into the record his brief
coment .
“Renewabl e energy projects are critical to the long term
plan to reduce and elim nate dependence on foreign oil and
production of greenhouse gasses.”
Thank you. Pernendu Sarkar? This card indicates

favoring the project.
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Janes Fay?

MR. FAY: Thank you, M. Chairman, conm ssioners,
staff, agency representatives. M nane is Janes Fay. |'mthe
academ c vice president at Cerro Coso. Qur college is the
first comunity college in the state to offer state approved
certificates and degrees progranms, both wi nd and sol ar energy.
And we’re now offering both wind and solar courses in the
community and down in California City.

The coll ege has met with Solar M Il enniumstaff on
several occasions to discuss specific training and courses to
support the local solar project, and we hope and expect that
t he various environnental issues can be mtigated. But both
President Mary Retterer and | support the Solar MI I ennium
project. There' s great opportunity for both high energy
alternative energy production and jobs in the community. Than
you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Thank you.
Robert Robi nson?

MR. ROBINSON. Well, ny name is Robert Robinson. I’
the tribal historical preservation officer for the Kern Vall ey
I ndi an Community, and we’'re 1,200 nmenbers. The area of the
Pasos, as -- as earlier stated, was part of the sacred | ands,
and -- and is recogni zed as such by the state. And the area
where the project is being built is in earlier times, after th

last mni ice age about 10,000 years ago up until about five -

k

m

e
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five -- seven -- between 5,000 and 7,000 years ago was the --
was t he boundary of the | ake, China Lake. And at that tine
there was a | arge popul ati on of people that lived for several

t housand years around that region in that conduit between the
mount ai n range and the lake. And it’s evidenced by the
archeol ogi cal record, by village sites within a quarter mle o
the -- of the site where this is being built.

And ny main concern is wth graves. There's --
wi t hout a doubt there’s going to be literally thousands of
graves in -- in that vicinity because of the | arge nunber of
peopl e and the | arge nunber of years that people |lived there.
And -- and in nore historic tines as the area dried the people
m grated back and forth between the nountains the desert, you
know, according to the seasons. But in earlier tinmes they
spent nore tinme in the vicinity. And even today we still use
t hat nountain, and our peopl e do.

And when the | ady spoke about not seeing desert
tortoises, well, alot of people | talk to don’'t know we still
use those nmountains, either, and don’t see us, really.

So -- but ny concernis, with the project, is that
graves not be disturbed. And | know engineers |ike to take
the -- the landscape and -- and formit to their ideal in the
way that they' re doing their -- the way that they do their
projects. But I’masking that if this project is instituted

that the project adopt the contours of the property nore and

f
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reduce excavation. Wen | |ook out there | see that probably
70 to 80 percent of that property, by adjusting within reason
the length of the |akes -- of the -- of the troughs they could
be -- still go straight and not have to disturb the ground
significantly.

And -- and, you know, it’s -- it’s -- with our
tradition it’'s -- is -- to renove graves is -- is really wong

People are interned. Even today we intern people. And a year

| ater we have a snoot hing over cerenmony. Wen the famly cones

back it snpbothes over the grave, and that’s why you never see
any sign or marks on the graves. |It’s just done on purpose.
And that’s done so that those graves will never be disturbed.
And that’s ny main concern

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Next is Thonas
DeMay.

MR. DEMAY: Thank you. | am Thomas DeMay. | live o
Strucker Street (phonetic) not far fromthis project. |
actual ly support renewabl e energy production, and | have
personally invested in a photovoltaic system M concern,
t hough, is the long-termhabitability of the Indian Wlls

Val | ey.

Currently the aquifer in the Indian Wlls Valley is
bei ng punped out much faster than it is being recharged. The

best estimates put the withdrawal fromthe aquifer at about

n
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30,000 acre feet per year, and the recharge at |ess than 10, 000
acre feet per year. This personally effects ne by |owering the
water level in ny well. And we’ve recently replaced our well

w th anot her one because the water |evel dropped bel ow our

punp.

Several years ago when we did that we neasured our
wat er | evel a couple years apart and di scovered that the water
| evel had been dropping at about two -- two feet per year.
Recently our neighbors are reporting the water level is
droppi ng at about four feet per year. And we fear that the
water level wll drop so much that we’ll be unable to get water
fromour wells.

Now this is not a problemfor -- not just a problem
for me personally. The water level in the whole valley is
dropping. |If we continue our current water use practices at
sone date in the future there will no water in the vall ey,
period. Every new user of water in this valley brings that
dat e cl oser.

Solar M Il ennium s proposed water usage of 150 acre
feet per year is about equal to 250 househol ds. Every year
that Solar M|l enniumoperates is a year sooner that 250
households wll have to | eave the valley. W nust nake really
t hought ful deci si ons about our priorities for water use in this
valley. 1Is it better to produce energy or to supply water to

houses?
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Wth regard to mtigation we should be doing all of
the mtigation efforts, even without Solar MIIlenniuns
participation. Solar MIlenniuns participation and efforts
such as cash for grass and | ow fl ow wat er shower heads,
etcetera, are welcone, but they really only postpone the gone
dry date a little in this valley. The only way to truly
mtigate water usage by Solar M Il ennium or any other water
user in the valley would be to inport water from sonewhere that
has excess water.

One suggestion, which is not very feasible, would be
to desalinize seawater and truck it into the valley. Just
using -- taking acreage out of agricultural production as a
mtigation effort is really not a solution because that’s
sonmething we’re going to have to do anyway. Thank you

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Annette DeMay?

M5. DEMAY: M nanme is Annette DeMay and |, too, like
on Strucker Street. And | amalso a fan of solar energy
production. And we do have a photovoltaic systemthat uses no
water and is not as dimnished in its productivity by dust.

But nmy coments here are pronpted by concern about
the current and future overdraft of the aquifer underlying the
Indian Wells Valley, particularly the southwest field. The
aqui fer has been in nmeasured overdraft for 50 years, as has
al ready been descri bed.

Solar M1l ennium proposes using a maxi nrum of 165 acre
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feet of water, typically 150. To put this into context this
equi valent to, rounding to the nearest 10, 270 househol ds.

This is a corrected nunber fromwhat | said this norning. Thi

S

S

morning | had an incorrect average househol d usage nunber. And

| will provide additional details in witing with corrected
nunbers | ater.

But ny particular concern is the portion of the
aquifer that in part underlies the proposed Solar M I I ennium
site. In this area of the valley even just the estimted 270
househol ds worth of water represents a very high percentage of
t he households. And while the aquifer under the Indian Wlls
Valley is generally viewed as one entity it actually consists
of a collection of |oosely associated and soneti nes separate
bowl s or fields.

The field under the part of the valley proposed of
the Solar MIlenniumsite is the southwest fields. Unlike
other fields under this valley it still contains potable water
of good quality that does not require filtering for brackish
condition or arsenic or dissolved solids. [It’'s also the case
that the level of the water table in this area has been
measured to be dropping nost recently four feet per year due t
the existing use.

Because of these facts the BLMwith its overlying

water right as |and owner of the area to be devel oped nust

(0]

ensure as a legal, quote, “condition of certification,” that no
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wells wll be dropped into the southwest field of the aquifer

t hat exists bel ow and beyond the proposed MIlenniumsite to
support the Solar MIlenniumfacility or any other solar farm
and that water will be transported from other sources outside
the southwest field. Water will only be piped from other areas
fromwhich water may need filtering or -- for brackish, arsenic
or dissol ved solids.

So | believe that this condition, in addition to
other mtigations, is essential. W thank you for your
consideration of this inportant water nanagenment issue.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Reverend Jean
Thr ocknort on.

M5. THROCKMORTON: Thank you. M nane is Jean
Throcknorton. | cone to speak in favor of the project,
al though after I make ny coments |I’mnot sure you' |l think
that I'’min favor of it. And hope that by the tinme |I get two-
and-a-half mnutes fromnow!| wll renenber the |ast of the
coments | meant to nake.

First off, I think | whol eheartedly agree with the
i ssue of water, but |I think it’s been fully discussed and |
don’t think I need to add anythi ng other than that.

| am concerned that the jobs go to people who al ready
live in this valley who have the talents, the skills and the
ability to inprove those skills in both the construction and in

the running of the plant. | think what the college is doing is
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extraordinarily helpful in this area as far as a long-term
approach. | would hate to see | arge nunbers of peopl e brought
in fromoutside the area because, quote, “they know what
they’re doing.” That would not provide this community with
what it needs.

| also would like to nake the comment that although
you can say the land to the north | ooks about the sane as the
| and where all the tortoises are | guarantee you as an
envi ronnment al i st who has done a | ot of study of aninmals over
the last 40 years that, in fact, if there aren’t tortoises
living there now there’s sonething about the land that isn't
right. So, you know, you can not nmake those kinds of
assunptions as you go into a process. We don’t understand
fully what animals need. And every tinme we try to help we see
to do far worse than we -- than we nean to.

Mtigation needs to be done. | don’t like the term

m

mtigation. | much prefer the termthat was used earlier about

finding positive restoration areas. But | don't think those
have to be in the next tract over fromwhere this is. | think
they can be relocated to other areas in the desert.

About 25 years ago | asked ny husband why there
weren't nore power plants. He was a builder of danms with
Edi son, and engi neer doi ng the design work.

And he didn’t say nmuch of anything except, “It’s

really not worth it.”
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And over the years |’ve cone to find out why, because
it takes so nuch tine and effort.

| would heartily encourage you to take the necessary
time and effort to do it right. | smle every time | go back
Kramer Junction. But if we are rushing to get a project into
the ground started by Novenber of 2007 (sic) in order to have
federal noney that is borrowed fromChina to build it I think
we’'re making the wong choice. So | encourage you to take the
time. You can’t back into good results.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. GCkay. The next
one I"'mgoing to have a hard time reading. David -- it begins
with A

MR. MATTHEWS: All right. That | ooks good.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: All right. You better state
your nane for the record, please.

MR SOLORIO Matthews.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Ch, Matthews. OCh. Well,
okay. Thank you.

MR. MATTHEWS: Yes. It is David A Matthews,
ot herwi se knowmn as DAM W had a couple of hard acts to follow
here before ne.

| want to talk briefly just about the water
mtigation. I'mstill alittle confused on this. | offered
this nmorning a possible mtigation. And, Tom | hope you' Il

take this back to the board as sonething serious because |’ m
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putting it on the record. Rather than | ook at a zero net |oss

or net use of water, as the board has -- has suggested or -- o
i npl enented, | would hope that the board would start | ooking
for external -- howto replenish this water supply. That’'s

part of what we elect themto do.

| nmean, the overdraft is here already, regardl ess of
whet her Solar M Il enniumgoes in or not. And the nunbers |
heard the project manager refer to earlier was sonething |ike
| ess than one percent of the water produced in the valley, |
think that’s what she said, or maybe it was the water district
is what is going -- what represents the usage by Sol ar
M Il enni um

So ny proposal this norning was to take funding
sonehow fromthis water usage, set it aside and tap into the
aqueduct to bring external sources. And people are |aughing,
but I’mserious. That's -- that’s an infrastructure up there,
whi ch neans that we can get water from sone other district and
it’s going to -- you guys are a board of the state. You could
bring this up to the state yourself because it’'s a state
matter. It’s -- it’s nore than even a state matter, it’s an
interstate matter.

The water on this side of the Rockies, as sonebody

al ready nentioned in the -- the decline of Lake Powel| and Lak
Mead, is -- is -- is becoming short. But on the other side of
the Rockies they’'re -- they're -- they’ ve got excess water,

r

e
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especially in the springtine. So anyway, that’s enough on the
wat er .

The desert tortoise -- oh, before | get to that,
there was nmention about the traffic situation at 395 and -- and
Brown Road. | would like to direct everybody' s attention to
this long drawing up here on the -- this wall. That is
proposed Caltrans wi dening of 395 and it shows and intersection
up there with overpasses and cl overl eaves and whatnot. So
maybe if sonme of the mtigation or the talks with Caltrans
coul d take noney fromthis project and start that intersection
up there already. A lot of us think that that whole project is
-- is not necessary anyway.

The desert tortoise --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: M. Matthews, |I’m sorry, but
you --

MR MATTHEWS: | -- | see.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: -- you’ ve used your tine.

MR. MATTHEWS: Anyway, | had mtigation --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Maybe you can submt those
in witing?

MR. MATTHEWS: Yes, | suppose. But -- yeah. Al
right.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Robert Thonpson.

MR. THOWPSON: Good eveni ng, honorabl e comm ssioners

and BLM managenent representatives and CEC staff. Robert
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Thonmpson, civil engineer, born and raised in this area and
left. And I still have famly with interests in the Inyokern
area. | speak as a civil engineer with experience of 35 years
with Fresno County governnment in the highways and devel opnent
ar eas.

On ny desk at hone is a letter fromny great-
grandfat her in 1909 saying he had a vision for this valley of a
| and and water conpany, grapes, fruits, nuts, all that. He
started the -- with the Land and Water Conpany of | nyokern of
the desert entry, entering people into this valley for farmng
interests. They sited a 40 acre experinental farm southeast of
| nyokern Airport.

And | read one letter where he said, “Don’t send any
this week. W had a windstorm Al the trees are down.”

That’ s a fact.

So having a | egacy of that nature and sone
understanding of this being a scoping neeting |I’'d request at
| east maybe one mnute nore to continue ny presentation.

As far as -- | would like to see included in the
resource areas the soci oeconom c consi derations regarding the
recreation. People are here because of nedical reasons.

They -- this is their dream place. And when | hear the
conflict of asking themto buy themout, you know, we really
don’t want alfalfa, thanks, here, and, you know, we’ve got a

m xture of soci oeconom cal negotiations that go on here. And I
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just don’'t want to see the disenfranchising go w thout being
sai d.

So also |l would like to see a resource -- air

resource be addressed to address the dust issues that can arise

fromthe construction area. That may be a very mnor part, but

| would Iike to see the -- the effectiveness. For exanple, if

they’'re going to use a dust palliative of one inch rock, you

know, that’'s pretty effective, probably. But let’s get down to

the detail of what they’' re doing.

| would Iike to see that there be mtigation
monitoring of the -- and validation of the engineering
assunptions, and that they present those assunptions in detai
including but not limted to tinme of concentration, runoff

coefficient areas, soil evaluation, including conpaction, and

all their calculations, and that be presented in the 30 percent

product that’'s part of the environnental process of which
under stand NEPA covers.

One other item| want to suggest be done is that a
val idation of the county’s road through the federal |ands be
eval uated as to whether it’s a permitted crossing and whet her
Streets and Hi ghways Code address it. | wouldn’t want to see
Kern County’s opportunity to be wthdrawn on a franchi se type
thing if, in fact, it is a county road on federal land. |[|’ve
experienced things like that with Forest Service lands in the

county fromwhich | cone, and | would like to see that the
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hi ghest and best uses --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: You're tinme’'s up, sSir.
Sorry.

MR. THOWPSON: May | have one m nute?

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: | really -- in fairness to

t hose who have been waiting a long time | think we’re going to

hold to the three m nute rule.

MR. THOWPSON: Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. You can submt

your comrents in witing. All right.

MS. COBAUGHSM TH (OFf mike.) (Inaudible.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD.  Yes.

M5. COBAUGH SM TH. (O f mke.) (lnaudible.)

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: All right. The court

reporter, as you can inmagine typing all this time, has got to

rest her hands once in awhile. So let’s -- let’s give her five

m nutes. Thank you.

(O f the Record From8:37 p.m, Until 8:45 p.m)

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: All right. Let’s conme back

to order. W'Ill call Dave Hacker with the California

Department of Fish and Gane.

MR. HACKER  You ready? Al right. 1|’ m Dave Hacker

I’mwith the California Departnent of Fish and Gane.
all for com ng down here for this hearing tonight.

wanted to provide a little bit of perspective that I

Thank you
| just

have from
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wor ki ng on renewabl e energy projects across a good portion of
the state and being in contact with my counterparts in other
Fish and Gane regi ons who are also working on -- on this big
push for renewabl e energy projects.

Most of the projects the Energy Comm ssion does not
actually see, which I’msure you' re aware of. Most of them
are -- have local |ead agencies, usually counties. W’re
| ooki ng at hundreds of thousands of acres of such projects.

And many of the project sites are, froma wildlife perspective,
on -- on pretty good -- pretty good |ocations which wll
probably require little mtigation. Sonme probably won’t
require nmuch mtigation at all, and for bi ol ogical resources.
O her projects require substantial mtigation, not just for
CEQA purposes but for the California Endangered Species Act to
reach the full mtigation standard that’s required for taking
the state |isted species.

In some cases we're not entirely sure at this point
whet her all of those inpacts to state listed species are -- are
fully mtigable, partially due to the scale of the projects and
t he sheer nunber of projects that are being proposed right now.
And as we’ ve heard before, there’'s, you know, there’s only so
much | and out there.

This -- this particular project site has tw species
for which the California Endangered Species Act requires take

permts, as you guys know. And full mtigation for those
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species | think will be a significant challenge. For the

Moj ave Ground Squirrel we' re | ooking at sone connectivity

i ssues which are a function of geography. And there's only so
much | and which provides that function. And -- and to really
conclude that the inpacts are fully mtigated we're going to
have to | ook at a proposed -- a specific proposed mtigation
site to see whether it can provide that -- that function. And
that may present a challenge in comng up wth generic
performance criteria.

And simlar for desert tortoise caring capacity.
Wen we’re | ooking at the loss of -- of approximately three
square mles we need to assess the mtigation site to see
whet her it can actually provide caring capacity for the
addi ti onal nunber of tortoises that -- that are going to be
lost as a result of a project of this scale.

So we -- we | ook forward to seeing those proposals
here in the future and working on those chall enges here with
you guys. And, again, thanks for com ng down. Thanks.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Bill Carroll?

MR. CARROLL: Anyway, the first tinme |I’ve even tal ke
in public here. 1’ve got three mnutes. So econony reasons
"Il talk 30 seconds about nyself and the rest about the

i ssues.

d

|’ ma doubl e conservative politically, and believe it

not I’ m al so, obviously, considered someone who econom zes wt

h
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energy and stuff because ny -- ny Novenber bill
utilities was $24.00 for electricity, $10.00 for
$24.00 for water. | have a three bedroom house.
How do | do it? | stopped watering ny |awns.
stove. | know how to cook on a mcrowave. | ea
sink. And | take sailor showers. Enough about
sone sacrifices. And if god says | want to | ook
finger -- or footprint 1'd say it’'s pretty snal
of that being small. Okay.

Let’s tal k about confusing stuff. The

for the
gas, and
| live al one.

don’t use ny

t over the

me. |’ve nade
at your carbon

and |’ m proud

wat er district

sent me this thing telling me that we’'re way above our parts

per mllion for arsenic. | amso surprised nobo
the A word up tonight. The reason that is anis
because our water table is very low. People can
well, what’s that got to do with all this stuff?
Well, nost people know, and it’s been
that -- for years, that there’s a great assunpti

facts backing it that all of our water tables an

dy’ s brought
sue, it’'s

argue and say,

in the papers
on and sone

d wat er systens

are kind of connected, all the way up to about where LA takes

the water fromthe nountains up there, the headwaters. W get

the leftovers if we get any. Qur -- the reason
up, it’'s sinple, you don’'t have to be smarter th
grader, and | renenber ny nerit badge in Boy Sco

took let’s say ten granms of arsenic and put it i

our parts go
an a fifth
uts, that if

n a sSw nm ng

pool and put ten granms of arsenic in a bathtub, which one woul d
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your rather drink fron? It doesn’t -- don’t have to answer
now.

So | canme here originally, I was thinking 20

guestions, but | have five | narrowed it down to, but |’'ve got

sone nore specifics | want to ask

The -- by the way, an acre foot, when sonmeone brought

up the terml know you said 150. |It’s actually -- and soneone

el se said 165 acre feet; is that correct? Well, that cones out

to, according to the calculator on the web, I’"mnot going to

bore you with -- with details, but it’s 54 point around 7

mllion gallons of water. M $24.00 sacrifice or ny $24.00

water bill, obviously, 1I’mnot (inaudible).
So all and all, end result, if we' re making
sacrifices, you know, asking for around 54 mllion plus, or

whatever it is, near that, to be taken out of our water system

probably increasing the damage of arsenic, what’'s LA -- because

this -- this systemreally isn’t benefiting us so nuch as it

other parts of California, are they willing to give up, let’s

is

say easy, digital -- outdoor digital signage? Are they -- are

they willing to give up --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: |'msorry, M. Carroll, you

MR. CARROLL: ~-- the high speed rail which is going

to use electricity?

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: -- you’ ve used your three
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m nut es.

MR. CARROLL: | know. And 30 seconds it says. Oh.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Three m nutes.

MR. CARROLL: What is the other part of California
wiling to give up? | would hope that LA would give up 50
percent of the water that they take fromup north. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. All right.

M chael Neel? Mchael Neel? No. Mchael Neel is with the
Don’t Tread on Me Citizens for Freedom He did not indicate a
posi tion.

R G Bishop? Al right. M. Bishop -- well,
whoever, R G Bishop has indicated neutrality on the project
and had questions concerning water usage, procedural matters
about intervention.

Terri Mddlemss with the Kerncrest Audubon Society
opposes the project and has chosen not to speak.

Davi d Sai nt- Amand, okay, indicated he favors the
project. His coment is,

“The proposed location is ideal for mtigating the
i ssue of water use with regard to the plant’s neighbors.”

Danny Patel? M. Patel favors the project, wites,
“More jobs.” | really can’'t read this, except the word job
can see -- | can read that, “Mre jobs.” kay.

Ranesh Khosla favors the project, represents the
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Roadway I nn, lots of econom c benefit, enploynent, nore noney
flow, nore growh for city.

James McGQuire, are you here? Janes McQuire favors
the project, represents Ironwrkers 433, “Looking forward to
this project going forward.”

Vi cky Lynne Sykes, representing Confort Inn, favors

t he project, “Renewable energy, best for our planet.”

Charlotte Munsell represents Best Wstern, favors the

project, “Looking forward to all the jobs that this will bring
to our area.”

Ed Mddlem ss? | hope | said that correctly.

MR. M DDLEM SS: d ose enough for ne.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: G eat .

MR. M DDLEM SS: Thanks for the opportunity to speak
1’11 get right to the point.

Regardl ess of whether you re in favor or opposed to
this kind of renewabl e energy project this site is the wong
pl ace. Now the conpany staff has gone to great lengths to
explain how you can’t put it anywhere el se. However, the
conpany doesn’t seemto all be working fromthe sane pl aybook.
Because M. Aringhoff here pointed out that this is an ideal
pl ace for many such projects. Then sonebody el se poi nted out
that the application sited 750 negawatts of power in the
envi ronnmental starting docunent, or whatever it was.

So what -- what | think we need to avoid doing is
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getting railroaded just because it’s so nuch nore profitable to
get the construction costs paid out of the shovel ready fund.
So please don't do us any such favors.

The idea that -- that this project will build a
massi ve plant but pay no property taxes but still demand
services is a great concern of mne. They re going to be
rai sing the taxes of everybody else to fund the services that
they’'re going to get one way or anot her.

So that’s about all | have to say about it.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Bob Peopl es?

M. Peoples favors the project and wites, “My famly,
enpl oyees and | are in full support. We think it will release
the string hold foreign oil has on us.”

Ron Wernmuth -- Wernmuth -- Wernut h?

MR. WERMUTH. | just want to restate what | said
at -- at the Decenber 15th neeting that the El Pasos are sacred
| ands for Native Anericans. Also, that |I'’ma practitioner of
Native American religious values and practices. | go out into
the El Pasos quite often, and not just nyself but other folk
cone along with ne, and we practice our religious -- we do
fasting out there. Fasting is a four day event for us, and --
and we do it like twice year. W go out there and practice our
val ues.

Al'so, |I’ve done re-torments out in the El Paso

Mount ai ns where sone of the streanbeds, they’ ve becone eroded
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and nmaybe a head or a part of skeletal remains will cone out.
And |’ ve been called out by the BLM archeol ogists to re-intern
these folks. And there’'s -- alnost all the drainages out there
have archeol ogi cal significance.

And it's a very, very old area as far as cultures.
There’s probably been four different kinds of Indian cultures
that’s occupied this valley and -- and the El Paso Mountain
ar eas.

And the -- the animal life out there is -- it used to
be really abundant. You can go to Sheep Springs and you can
see the petroglyphs of the bighorn sheep out there. And sone
of these petroglyphs were put there as a vision to help bring
back the -- the sheep, pray for them because they provide food

for us to eat, you know? And -- and these synbols help bring

t hem back

You know, today we go out there and we -- we pray for
the sheep and all the animals. W practice -- well, North
Anerica is called Turtle Island. This -- this area, not just

I ndian Wlls Valley but down to below California Gty, north of
Edward’s, down in there, all around here is a |arge population
of tortoise, not just tortoise but the springs, also. There’'s
Cosal Hot Springs (phonetic), Sheep Springs, all the springs
out here, Desert Springs. And -- and these all have religious
value to us. And -- and ny tinme’s up.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you, sir.
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MR. WERMUTH.  Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Ji m Sanders? Ji m Sanders
wites he favors the project. “It sounds |like a great well -
t hought out programthat wll strengthen our community.”

Chip Holl oway representing the City of Ri dgecrest.

MR. HOLLOMAY: |I'ma city council menber, Gty of
Ri dgecrest. And, Eric, you're in ny chair.

| -- 1 want to first of all thank you guys on behal f
of the entire conmmunity of Ridgecrest and -- and ask you when
you get back to Sacramento to please let the California
| nt egrat ed WAst e Managenment Board know that it’s safe to cone
to the Gty of Ri dgecrest and have an open and honest debate,
and invite them down on behalf of the entire conmunity.

For me it’s deja vu all over again. | was in this

chanber about 12 years ago when it was packed for another issue

where a business was trying to cone to our conmunity. And at

that time | was a board nmenber of the chamber of commerce. And

sonebody 1’1l forgive themfor this but they encouraged ne to
run for city council. And nmy main goal 12 years ago was to
pronote econom ¢ growt h and econom c diversity. In the last 12

years |’ ve | earned, because of our unique denographics, our

renoteness and the likes, finding a match to create economnc

diversity in this community has been an extrene chall enge.
But at this nonment, while this not a perfect match,

this is by far the greatest opportunity for econom c
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devel opnent in this community |I’ve seen in the |last 12 years.
And | want to thank Solar M1l ennium Because back when | was
mayor the first tine we tal ked about this issue they talked
about using 3,000 acre feet of water. And -- and after | got
t hrough choki ng, because | knew Judi e Decker still lived in the
community, and they came back with a plan | think was a
tremendous conprom se; 150 acre feet of water is al nost |ess
wat er than they propose to use in one year they' re going to use
in 30 years. So | think it was a great conprom se.

| think we all understand there’s no help comng to
this coomunity fromthe federal governnent, and there’s no help
comng to this community fromthe state governnent by far.

| wasn’t going to talk about this but then you
brought this up, M. Boyd, and | see Terry O Brien over there
I’m- | represent the Cty of Ridgecrest for the League of
California GCties. In ‘08 in January you -- Karen Dougl as
spoke before about 350 city officials and tal ked about $63
billion in stinmulus noney avail able through the CEC. And you
asked about regulatory creep. | challenge you, we don’t have
regul atory creep in this state, we have regulatory crush. W
can’t get absolutely anything done in this city, in this
country or this state because of a regulatory environnent, and
we have to change that.

W can not -- | understand Ms. Throcknorton’s concern

wi th noney borrowed from China, but the noney’s already
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borrowed. And if we don’'t take it guarantee you that Mary
Landrieu in Louisiana or Ben Nelson in Nebraska will be glad to
take that noney and put it towards Medicaid. You ve got a
state that’s facing a $20 billion deficit again, and we' ve got
to change the way we do things in the state. And if there's a
way to fast track this programand there’s new i deas com ng
down the pike you guys are in a position to change, nake those
changes and do that.

Here’s another map that used to be on this wall of
Ri dgecrest Boul evard. When | got elected on this council that
project, to do it was $7 mllion. But because of mitigation
and Fish and Gane and all the biological problens that we had
that project is now up to about $28 million. That’'s nopney
that’s not going to asphalt. That’'s noney that’s not going to
jobs. That’'s noney that’s going to -- to pay -- a penance to
the Fish and Gane Departnent that’s not going to do any good in
my community. You have to think. If you ve got new i deas and
new ways to streamine this project you have to think of those
i deas and use those ideas.

This community needs this project, the state needs
this project, and overall this country needs this project. W
have a chance to becone the Saudi Arabia of alternative energy
in East Kern County.

You guys were brought up -- | was in Olando at the

Def ense Communities Conference about a nonth ago. | think
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Terry O Brien spoke at that conference

MR. O BRIEN. Roger Johnson

MR, HOLLOMY: Was it? But we -- Kern County is
being -- is being professed across the country as an exanpl e of
how to do solar energy right. And they use the Kern County
CGeneral Plan, and the coordination with the California Energy
Comm ssion is an exanple. This country is watching you. This
is one of the nost prolific projects in alternative energy that
this country has seen. W have the highest |evel of radiation,
whi ch was brought up before. W can use the snall est
footprint. Set the exanple.

You said California was known for all great things
before. W are not known for great things anynore. W are not
cutting edge. W’'re a cutting edge at |osing noney and goi ng
to deficit spending.

It’s time for you guys to take the bull by the horns,
fast track this project and the projects after that and we
create economc in this country in a clean, econom cal, viable
way and make an exanple for the rest of the world.

| thank you, and thanks for comng to R dgecrest.
And, again, pass the message on to Integrated Waste Managenent
Board on ny behal f.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: (Ckay. Thank you. Let’s
nove on. Beth Summers?

M5. SUMNERS: Good evening. | just comrented to ny
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husband, “Ch, ny god, | hope I’"mnot right behind Chip.”

But, yes. Sorry. Anyway, | agree that renewable
energy and -- and energy that can be regenerated is absolutely
a positive project. | think California ought to get on the
stick wwth it. | also agree projects should be fast tracked if
they are viable and can prove thenselves to be a payoff. And
absol utely excellent projects should be fast tracked.

W’'re dealing wth a project itself that’s m nuscul e

in size, and with the county it’s taken us three years, | hate
totell you, to get to a place. W’re still trying to finish
our -- our project. So fast tracking is tough. | understand
t hat .

But what | would say on the opposite side is if
you' re going to fast track you' ve got to be all the nore sure
that we’re not going to do the wong thing. | sit every day
and | turn on Fox News and | watch the fast tracking through
our governnent, and it’s only getting us in bigger and bigger
troubl e.

As a Californian, as a desert rat, sonebody -- | |ove
this coomunity. | want to see econom c devel opnment here, but
not in the wong way. There's 23 or 25 projects. Sone of them
are probably really excellent, maybe this one. But | don't see
enough information right now-- I’'mtrying to stay neutral on
it -- 1 don’'t see enough information personally to know.

And | would really encourage the comm ssion, the
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commttee and everybody working on it, the staff, please do it
right. Take the tinme to do it right. Don't let the dollar
entirely drive the schedule. WMke sure that those

prerequi sites that ought to be known are known and that it is,
in fact, a good solution for this community and not just a good
soundi ng solution for this community, because we’ ve heard a | ot
of those.

| look at things |like, you know, just a little issue
m ght be the dust. Prevailing winds cone through. Heck, we
have property out in Inyokern and you get 70 mle an hour w nds
out there. And just a little patch that’s been graded off
above us creates a dust cloud that is extrenely noticeable.

That wind, the prevailing wind nost of the time out of the
sout hwest is going to blow right over the community. So
there’s things like that that really need to be understood.

A few questions | have. The project manager slides
referred, for instance, it |ooked |like Ri dgecrest and North
Kramer and sone other sites have been | ooked at before in 2006
and were kicked out by the BLM | want to understand what’s
changed? What -- what things change, other than now we’ ve got
government noney pushing us to the end of the year schedul e,
what changed that now makes it right? I'mwlling to listen to
that. 1’m-- 1I’mhoping there are things there that nake
sense, but | want to understand those.

Clainms that we’'re going to have 6.5 mllion in
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payrol |l brought to this community with 85 jobs, if you do the
math that’s |like 76,000 or so per job. That’'s probably not
right. There's probably sone big executives maki ng hundreds of
t housands of dollars, and I want to understand that. How many
jobs, really, will be recruited and hired locally, and wll
t hose peopl e be here?

And | know I’mon tinme. |’mjust going to say |
t hi nk we ought to denmand an econom ¢ anal ysis that says when
does the payoff cone? Wen does the power produce breakeven so

that we’'re not subsidizing as taxpayers any further into the

future?

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. All right. Bil
Summer s?

MR. SUMNERS: Good evening. |I'mBill Sumers. And
t hank you for all comng and -- and having an opportunity to --

to speak this evening.

| just had a couple of issues, one that ny wife
brought up. You couldn’t have picked a better spot to be
directly inline for the prevailing winds. M worry is, other
than dust, is a catastrophic failure of your system \Wat kind
of gases or hazardous materials will be released from your
conpany and two-and-a-half mnutes |later, excuse ne, it’'s going
to be in Ridgecrest? So that’s ny nmajor concern. So thank you
for time.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Earl W] son?
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MR. WLSON: Wiich card? | have two.

COWM SSI ONER BOYD:  You get one shot.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: You get one, sir.

MR WLSON:. | have two issues, one as nyself, and

one representing the organization.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Well, | -- I'msorry, sir.
But we -- we go by the person. And you’ ve got three m nutes.
Earl W/ son, president, China Lake Astronom cal Society. It’'s

only fair to all your neighbors, sir. Thank you.

MR WLSON: Ckay. | understand that. And | do hav
issues with that.

MR SOLORIO If | may interject, | believe that the
NEPA requirenents, if he states he represents an organi zation
and hinmself then that organization has a standing to further
deal with those issues.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: |s that -- can you verify

that with -- since we're -- we’re going by California
regulations. |If that’'s the case with NEPA then we' Il -- we' Il
-- we'll with that.

MR MLLER Yeah. I'm-- |I'"mnot certain of that.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD:  All right. Well, we'll

e

trust -- I'Il trust Eric’'s -- what Eric said. He seens to know

his --
MR WLSON. | will try to be brief here.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: CGo ahead.

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTING CORPORATION
916-362-2345

132




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

MR WLSON:. MW nane is Earl Wlson, and I wll take
my first card as president of China Lake Astronom cal Society.

The footprint of the proposed project on the south
side of Brown Road will conpletely elimnate our public star
party site that we’ve been using for at |east 20 years that |

aware of. China Lake Astronom cal Society was fornmed in 1957

m

in cooperation with the Moon Project. And as near as | know it

could be that that site has been used as long as that. | wll
have to verify that and put that in witing, a witten
statenent that | will present at a different tine.

Qur main concern -- we aren’t going to whine about
losing the site. W’'d like to find another site that is close
to the general public where we can do our public outreach. I’
not aware that BLMis in that business or not.

We al so have anot her concern which invol ved
ni ght scapes, and that would be the lighting on the facilities
out there. As a nmenber -- China Lake Astronom cal Society is
menber of the International Dark Sky Association. And we
recommend that an anal ysis be done on the inpacts of night
lighting and on the surroundi ng environment, and reconmend ful
cut off lighting, shielded wall nounts, and keeping the |ight
on the project footprint and not going out into the other
areas, if used at all.

| am al so on the board of Western Amateur Astrononer

whi ch represents several clubs who are a nunber of other group

m

a

S
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The desert is being lit up. 1t’s ny understanding that there
was a night ordinance or sonething attached to the WEMO
(phonetic) or the Mdjave Desert Plan with BLMin charge of
that, as | recall, and we would Iike that enforced. And that’s
the end of that comment.

Now i f we can have a break I'lIl do ny own persona

one now and get it out of the way so we don’t waste tine on

t hat .

My name is Earl WIlson, again. |’ mrepresenting
nmyself here as a taxpayer. | think that sonme of the siting
eval uations were -- I’mnot going to say fraudulent. But

trying to put a solar project in the Alabama’ s Recreation Area
woul d have brought down the wrath of god upon the conmm ssion
Whay you even consider anything in Omens Valley which is
comonly referred to as the deepest valley, you re | osing about
20 percent of your sun just because of the nopuntains. Yes, the
energy is high, but I don’t think it’s worthwhile.

Anot her thing about siting, why haven’'t we | ooked at
boundary areas around mlitary installations as a possible
siting alternative. | don’t know what the inpacts woul d be
mtigated, or even would need to be mtigated. W have
cooperation between the mlitary right here in China Lake out
on the base with the geothermal project. | see a |lot of these
projects going out, what is it, over 100,000 acres. |It’'s just

helter skelter in all these little places.
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W re -- we're lighting up the whole desert if we do
the lighting, which | have al ready addressed. You have an
extensive amount of light. The light dones from Pal ndal e and
Lancaster. W can -- we |lose 15 percent of the skyline all th
way to Lone Pine. W can pick out Vegas and separate it, even

though it is a deep valley, from Pahrunp.

e

Ri dgecrest is a major contributor. Ridgecrest is now

al so inpacting Red Rock Canyon.

So |l will close with that. And thank you for being
here and listening to us. Staff, hang in there. Managenent,
give themall the help you can. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you, both of you. Al
right. Jason Patin -- Patin, planning comm ssioner, City of
Ri dgecrest? No?

Tom Wi t ney?

MR WNNCH | assune your talking Tom Wnnich

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: I ndian Wl ls Valley Land?

MR WNNICH No. That’'s not ne.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: No. That’'s -- okay. Well

UNI DENTI FI ED MALE 2: (O f mke.) You said
(1 naudi ble) first.
UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: He’s gone.
HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: He’'s gone. Tom Wit ney,

Indian Wells Valley Land. Al right. He favors the project.
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Lee Roark, general contractor, L.C H , Inc, favors
the project, “Gowth, clean energy and jobs.”

Don Decker ?

MR. DECKER Good evening. | would like to thank you
all for comng and listening to us so late in the evening.
have two nmajor things I will talk about. A lot of the water
i ssues have been di scussed previously, but | want to enphasize
t he precariousness of our water situation one nore tine.

The water we’'re punping is plasticine water. [It’s
fossil water. The recharge aspect that we have is so weak that
over nost of the valley where we’'re actually punping to supply,
for exanple, the City of R dgecrest, the recharge is
effectively zero. And we’re punping water that has been age
dated at ages |ike 24,000 years. That nmeans it’s been
basically placed there during the last really wet tine. And
there is no way that that water is going to be mtigated, the
additional water use mtigated by, for exanple, the cash for
grass. That is actually alnost an insult.

What actually needs to be done is to require, as a
mtigation for water use, is to direct Solar MIlennium to
require Solar MIllenniumto find and to execute an inported
wat er plan, sonething that actually begins to turn the corner
on the overdraft that we have.

The -- the end is in sight here in terns of

af fordabl e high quality water. W’re already seeing ngjor
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i npacts on water levels, but also water quality. The valley
has been teetering on the -- the edge of adjudication for
years. And every tinme there’'s a group that gets together that
talks water it isn't hardly nore than five mnutes into the
conversation that the subject of adjudication cones up.

So there’s an overlay here which is the threat of
adj udi cation which is on top of all the deliberation that you

guys are doing and the considerations that Solar MIlenniumis

making. And I'’m-- I'’mtelling you these things because nobody

el se has tal ked about that aspect.

The -- the last area that have which is water
related, also, I’ma physicist and |'"mvery famliar wth water
and porous nedia and what it takes to stabilize soil. And the
soil chem stry of the soil in the area of this project is going

to be only weakly effected by dust palliative nmethods. And the

wat er quantities which have been tal ked about, 1,500 acre feet

for construction, | agree with the CEC staff, | think it’s
woeful |y inadequate. In fact, | don't think there’'s any water
quantity that can actually solve the dust problem | think

that is an uncontrollable situation when you start stripping
of f huge bl ocks of |and.

And peopl e have already tal ked to you about the dust

issue with the prevailing wwnd into Ridgecrest. Ridgecrest, if

what we’'re projecting takes place, will receive a severe

dusting, with all of the health hazards that go with it. Thank
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you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Thank you. Lee
Sut t on.

UNI DENTI FI ED FEMALE: (OFf mike.) He's gone.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Lee Sutton opposes the
proj ect, representing hinself, Audubon and RV users.

Ral ph Lachenmai er ?

MR. LACHENMAI ER: |’ m Ral ph Lachenmaier. |’ m
representing nmyself. 1’ma Ri dgecrest resident.

First of all, Skip Holloway rem nded ne why | didn't
vote for him His talk of fast tracking this stuff, | sure
hope you won’t. | hope you'll do a good job of |ooking at the

probl em and | ooki ng at the various solutions and picking a good

one.

| think probably nost of us in the roomwant sol ar
power. | don’t -- haven’t heard anybody say they didn’'t. The
-- the thing is, the problemis how do we, |ike everything

el se, how do we mtigate the damages that it’'s going to do?
How do we keep themas snall as we can have then? And that’s
what I'mreally hoping that you guys are going to ook at is
how you can keep the damages as snall as possi bl e.

You know, the best way to keep the damages from sol ar
power small is to put it on rooftops. And | hope the
commi ssion and the rest of the state is | ooking at that,

instead of a zillion huge power plants |like the one we're
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tal king about here. | just throw that out.

In my mind to mtigate, to mnimze the damage that
is done to the -- to the land around here is to put it on
di sturbed | and and not undi sturbed | and.

And | do have a question for Solar MI I ennium
Wat’s the loss in efficiency you get when you don’t have wet
cooling? |Is there --

MR. ARI NGHOFF: Ei ght percent.

MR LACHENMVAI ER:  Par don?

MR. ARI NGHOFF: Conbi ned effort, eight percent in
| ess production and increased cost.

MR. LACHENMAI ER:  Ckay. | thought it was nore than
that from about ten percent froma previous neeting. But maybe
it’s down now.

At any rate, you' re making a big point about the
suitability of this site and how five percent extra efficiency,
t he sunlight being so bright. But yet you have -- you're faced
with this problemthat it’s a bad |ocation; you | ose ten
percent because you don’t have any water to wet cool. You
know, I -- 1 -- 1'd hope the conmission will |look at the |l ogic
of this. You know, I’'m-- I'’msure that the -- the sales job
on why this is the best place made -- made an inpact. But also
remenber that short of water they |lose ten percent right there.
So it doesn’'t namke it such a good pl ace.

The second question that | have is sonebody that’s an
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environment al i st, how many of those tortoise survive the

moving? |s there any nunber? | nean, | was just -- what were

there, 60, 70 of then? Are we going to |ose two-thirds of

them half of thenf

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Any of our biol ogists care

to address this? Question and answer does not count -- well,

answering the question does not cut into your -- take into your

t hree m nutes.

MR. HACKER: (Of mke.) Gkay. |It’s generally
regarded as --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: (Go ahead.

MR. HACKER -- as the last ditch salvage effort,
just as an alternative to having (inaudible) equipnment. And
some survive, sone don't, maybe half, you know, really don’t
survi ve.

MR. LACHENMAIER: |’'d just like the comm ssion to
take this into account when they’' re considering this.

The third question --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: | think this will be your
| ast question.

MR. LACHENMAI ER.  Ckay.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: (Go ahead.

MR. LACHENMAI ER:  BLM woul dn’t give a statenent on
how much it’s going to cost Solar MIlenniumto rent the

property. You know, | hate to say |’ m suspicious but | am

and
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that is that the reason Solar MIllenniumreally wants this

property is because it’s cheaper than hell. | hope the
comm ssion will ook into that and nmake sure they understand
the economcs of this. | know when | talked to people from

Beacon that nanaged to buy private property they said it cost
thema | ot nore noney than if they' d gone to --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you.

MR LACHENMAI ER: BLM

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: M. Hacker, your -- your

answer will not be in the record unless you cone and repeat it.

Wul d you m nd, please?

MR, HACKER: Sur e.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. | think it was
important information. If you would, just summarize the
gquestion that you understood -- as you understood it, and then

gi ve your answer.

MR. HACKER: Dave Hacker, Fish and Gane. The
gquestion was: How nmany tortoi ses survive translocation? And
-- | believe half or nore do not survive. And it probably
varies a lot on a lot of factors about the actual receiving
site. So | think it can vary wi dely.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Jo Muieller?

M5. MJELLER. |1'm Jo Mieller and I’ m speaking for
nmysel f as a concerned citizen.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Bring that mke right up to
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you. There you go. Thank you.

M5. MJELLER. |1'm Jo Mieller. Thanks for com ng
here. | -- | have a question for -- again, naybe soneone here
can -- can answer. This is on ny husband’ s behal f.

Who is getting the -- the |ease of this land? Who's

benefiting, which agency? 1'd |ike to know. And how nuch?

Just like the other gentleman has asked.

And | have a few coments to make. On ny card | have

not ed avi ation concerns. | just wondered if nobody has thought

about it. W have a couple of airports here. And when this
plant is built and it’s operational -- | know we have tal ked

about sone non-reflective material being used -- but | just

wonder if it really covers every part of the structure, and if

you | eave any spec on the structure uncovered, what it’s going

to do to the pilot who's flying above? A nonentarily -- a
monmentary blindness is going to cause himto crash. And our
pilots are doing all kinds of maneuvers right here when they
train and they fly and they test. That’'s ny comment for

avi ati on concerns.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: | can -- | can just tell you

briefly that is -- and aviation is typically addressed in the
transportation section of the analysis.

M5. MJELLER: Ckay. Thank you. | have al so heard
wonder ful comments from Judie and Don, and | appreciate their

comment s. | " m concerned for water, too, not that |’m an
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environmental i st nyself. But | have studi ed way back, going
back nore than 20 years ago about the limt of our resources.
It’s not unlimted. The earth conmes with so nuch. And if

we’'re not using our resources wsely we're -- the way we are
drawi ng down and we haven’t found a way to recharge our water

|1’d like to ask why we are even considering this? Because we

are just giving ourselves a death sentence, really. That’'s how

| feel about it.

The water, maybe sone thoughts of some of these
peopl e here, 1’ve heard desalination by soneone earlier, Jean,
and that’s nice. But | know also it requires a | ot of energy.

| just wonder if sonebody has thought about cloud seedi ng?

Because that’s a technol ogy used. But then again, | don't know

if it’s good for this place. Because if we get torrential rai
it’s going to hurt this place because we don’t have that kind
of drainage. | nean our soil is not made up that way. |It’s
just the way it is. So that’s about the -- the water recharge
and desal i nation.

But renewabl e energy, | just wonder if we have even
t hought about ot her neans, you know, besides solar. |I'm-- |’
for green technology, and I amnot against. But if | were to
be living in non-Delta | would say, yes. But where we are, th
way the water is used, I'’mjust concerned. kay. Have we not
t hought about harnessing (inaudible), you know, fromthe

livestock industry? That’'s plenty, why not, as a source of

n

m

e
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energy? Have we thought about ocean waves? They're unlimted.
They’ re everywhere. W live along the coast and, you know,
t hi nk about it.

Then there's plenty of weeds in sonme other places.
Wiy haven’'t we even thought about, you know, all these weeds as
growing wild? Look what Brazil has done since, you know, the
‘*70s. They have learned fromthe oil crisis. They have
deci ded they were not going to be dependent on foreign oil, and
t hey have done sonet hing about the national energy policy.
They’ ve decided that in their -- on their cap they will have at
| east 20 percent of ethanol. |1’mnot saying that we should
grow, you know, because we're in a desert here. But |’ m saying
there are possibilities. Have we explored the rest that’s
greener? That's -- that’s ny --

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you.

M5. MUELLER: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER BOYD: | want to nake a comment here
just for you benefit and for the audiences benefit, that every
one of those technol ogies you ve referenced why aren’t we
| ooking at, we are looking at. W have been looking at. M
agency and the state have spent a | ot of nobney on dairy
di gester net hane, bioenergy of all forns, biofuels, wave
energy. You know, we're trying to nmaxi m ze geot hernma
devel opnent, w nd devel opnent.

So rest assured, this is not in defense of this
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project, but just so you know as a taxpayer that all those
things are part of the renewable portfolio standard of things
to do, and they all have their benefits and dis-benefits and
t echnol ogi cal successes and failures. And -- and we continue
to pursue trying to do all of them

And |’ m going to say sonething about sol ar rooftop.
California, particularly under this governor, and I'm-- |I’'m
not saying this as a political statenent, |1’ve been a public
servant in California for 48 years, California has a solar
rooftop program equal to none. But you do not get very mnuch
energy, really, fromall these individual solar rooftops. In
the aggregate you do quite well, and we’'re doing it as
aggressively as anybody. But if you look at the statistics
of -- of a solar rooftop programversus a PV field program
or -- or solar trough prograns or the serving engines or the
concentrating solar powers, etcetera, there's big differences.

Sol -- 1'dlike to see nore information shared with
these folks so they know just a little -- a little bit of
information for your benefit.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thomas W nni ch?

MR WNNI CH Thank you. |’mthe vice nayor here in
Ri dgecrest, but I'’mnore or | ess speaking on ny own, not
representing the city. And for the gentleman that woul dn’t
vote for Chip, you re not going to vote for ne either.

l’m-- 1 would like to thank you for com ng down here
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and listening to the people here in R dgecrest, because | thin

that’s so inportant that we don’'t get to have input into the

k

state and other areas that we would |i ke to have nore input in.

So we appreciate you com ng down.

But | would like to start off by saying that it seens

like the entire country wants to go green, except when it’s in
their backyard. Do it sonmewhere else. Don’t do green in ny
backyard. Do it sonewhere else. Find a reason to do it
somewhere el se. You can hear people arguing it across the
heart| and about windm|ls causing too nuch problens. Don’t do
it here. Do it sonewhere el se.

We have an opportunity to do it here. This is good
for the city of R dgecrest. W have -- we could solve our
wat er problens very sinply. Sonebody brought up desalination.
Vll, if Los Angeles did desalination and spending -- instead
of spending the multimllion dollars they spend on | egal fees
taking the water fromthe Eastern Sierra and | et the Easter
Sierra keep their water then we’d have our water. W wouldn’t
have the problem But they spend as nuch noney on | egal fees
taki ng our water than they do trying to inprove their own
water. We could keep -- if we kept our water we woul dn’t have
a water problemhere and we woul dn’t be having the di scussion
about water. And that’'s ne speaking personally. This is a
probl emthat we can address. There has to be a way.

M. Boyd, | appreciate your comments about the
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possi bl e way of how --

t oget her.

how t hi ngs can go to work and work

We have a situation -- | used to work on the base and

| retired and | did contracting, and there’s ways to do things

t horoughly but in an expeditious manner. You can get things

done and do it right and not have to go through the normnal

process of one thing,

one step, one step. Sonebody --

sonebody’s sick this week so we don’'t do anything. You got to

keep the project noving.

Even if it was turned down you got to

keep it noving. There’'s a way to do it. And I know you

gentlenmen and | adies have a way to do it. You could do it one

way or the other.

| support the project. | would like to see it go

forward. And I would like to have -- encourage you to do

what ever you can to nmeke it happen. Thank you.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you. Adrienne

Mat t hewson?

M5. MATTHEWSON:

| just filled out a card.

(Of mke.) | didn't want to speak

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: All right. And you're a

current chanber of conmmerce, favors the project.

Russ Matt hewson?

Sane?

Mayor Stephen P. Mdrgan, Gty of Ridgecrest.

MR, MORGAN:

And |I'’m sorry M chael

| also want to thank you for being here.

Neel

| eft. He would |l ove that | was
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[imted to three m nutes.

The Gty of Ridgecrest staff has told nme that in
col |l aboration with the applicant that this project should nove
forward. | believe the Gty of R dgecrest Cty Counci
believes that this project should al so nove forward. And I
al so do believe, gentlenen, that understanding there is a tine
crunch, there is nmethodol ogi es that can be applied that can
allow this project to continue to nove and hopefully nmeet the
tinmeline. | hope that you're able to do that.

|’ma long standard, so to speak, in the wars of the
guot e unquote “West ©Mjave Plan” which has never been passed,
by the way. The -- the issues with the West Mjave Plan in

this area dealt with we could do projects in certain areas as

long as we mtigated so -- other land in the area. So if we’'re

going to use that process of the West M)jave Plan this fits
that nold. W have a project and you mtigate. And you,
unfortunately, are going to be the ones decidi ng what that
mtigation is going to be. It’'s going to be very difficult,
and | understand that. | understand that you' re going to have
a very difficult process here.

The water, | agree. The City of Ridgecrest, the
Indian Wells Valley Water District, and maybe applicants such
as Solar MIIlennium mybe we should be |ooking at trying to
gain sonme funds to work on aiding us replenishing this basin

and this valley. Gay. But that’'s sonething we need to be
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doing. And we are trying to work with the Indian Wlls Valley
Water District on those issues as a city. So it’s not |ike
we’'re not thinking about it, we’'re not discussing it, and we're
not trying to cone up with nethodol ogies to hel p address that
i ssue, so please don’t think that we’'re not by the comments
that you’ ve heard. Ckay.

| al so advocate trying to tap into the aqueduct,
especially during the years where there nmay be applicable or
enough water that LA would allow us to siphon off to recharge
this valley. 1’mhoping that through the water district,
through the City of R dgecrest we haven't had intimte
di scussion with the -- with the water district down there, but
| would |ove to be able to try and work on those issues.
Because that’s really the only way we’'re going to get recharge
in this area, we have to work with that -- well, wth the
Metropolitan Water District to do that.

Also, within the West Mjave Plan, | went to a | ot of
t hose neetings 10, 11, 12 years ago down in Victorville. One
of the greatest applications was the coment, when you cornered
a biologist they say best avail abl e science, which neans they
don’t have the answer. So it’s awful difficult for nme as a
public official to stand here and say, excuse ne, but you're
really putting the screws to an applicant in making sure that
they’'re going to be doing all this mtigation, and yet the

answer to the tortoise or the ground squirrel is the habitat is

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTING CORPORATION
916-362-2345

149




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

there; there may not be a squirrel there or a there may not be
a tortoise there but the habitats there so you nust mtigate
and protect for that.

Sol'm-- I"malittle concerned with that issue.
Under st andably, they found a | ot of tortoises out there, and
that’s going to have to be dealt with, and it’s going to have
to be mtigated, and that’s just the way it is.

| do know that Fort Irwin had a head start program
that wasn’t | ooked upon favorably. | also know that the
California City Desert Tortoise protection area has a
percent age | oss of about 80 percent of the tortoises where
t hey’ ve kept man out, predidation and di sease. And you can’t
hold this conpany liable for that in the decision making
process about the decline of the desert tortoise. The City of
Ri dgecrest has been a part of the QuadState Coalition for a
long tine because we are very concerned about how mtigation
occurs.

We trust that you gentlenen will do the best that you
can with the information you have in working with the BLM in
working with the applicant. W thank you very, very nuch for
your time. We do know through the project’s Sel ene G oup that
the Gty of Ri dgecrest worked with over a decade ago about the
anmount or the intensity of the solar rays in this area, those
of us who are -- who listened to Dr. Hal Bennett all those

years ago know and bel i eve and understand that you can have a
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smal ler footprint for that project here than you can in other
places. |It’'s scientifically proven.

We certainly hope that you will approve this project
And | thank you for your tine.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you, Mayor Nbrgan.

The |l ast card from Margaret G aham who opposes the

project. It says, “The valley can not spare the water. Dust
mtigation wll not work.”
HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: | think that concl udes our

pr oceedi ng.

Before we adjourn I’'ll ask Conm ssioner Boyd if he
has any cl osi ng conment s?

COW SSI ONER BOYD: \Well, as | described to the
public before, |I’m supposed to be sitting up here wearing
judicial robes and not trying to ask questions that sonme peop
could infer were favoring or disfavoring anything, so |l try to
be kind of quiet on those points.

But, Mayor Morgan, you -- you probably elimnated ny
| ast question which was: Wat have you | ocal peopl e done al
t hese years about your water problen? And that probably could
have anot her ei ght hour hearing, you know, that is another
setting.

But | spent eight years of ny public service life in

the water business. And -- and | know the water experts of

e

California were saying then, and this is at the begi nning of ny
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career, you know, California faces a serious groundwater
overdraft problem and that’'s 40 years ago. So | don’t know
what you got out of the water deal that was just acconplished
in Sacranmento, probably nothing. But |I wish you luck in

pur sui ng that.

Wat er, obviously, by the staff and by BML will be
seriously considered. Water is an issue. Water is gold in
California. |It’s an issue for every single power plant case,
be it natural gas, not w nd perhaps, solar, etcetera, that |’ ve
sat on in the past eight years as a conm ssioner, and |’ ve sat
on lots of cases. So our job is to do the best thing to do to
bal ance to see that the staff has mtigated.

And | need to assure you, this is the -- is the
begi nni ng of the process, not the end of the process. There is
not -- there is no deal nmade to just conme down here and be nice
and have this hearing, and then go back and either disapprove
or approve. There's a lot of work that needs to be done, and
the staff’s issues have to be address, so on and so forth. So
we sit here and we’ll predicate our ultimte decision on the
record that is devel oped.

And | thank you all for your interest, patience, your
participation. | encourage you to be active in solving your
own | ocal problens. Be active in |earning nore about the
energy situation in California and what technol ogi es have and

haven’'t been pursued. And appreciate the fact that we’ll

PETERS SHORTHAND REPORTING CORPORATION
916-362-2345

152




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

probably see nore of you in the future as we continue the
di scussi on over these subjects.

A fast track in the |last few years has been getting a
project done in a year. And | would speak to the coments nade
by the gentleman who said, you know, speed things up. |If
sonebody’ s sick conpensate for that. Believe ne, all those
si npl e things have been done and we end up with the -- the --
the systemthat’ s been described to you before. And what | was
addressing was really things that we don’t know that we m ght
be able to do that perhaps we haven’t thought about. And we're
open to listen to anybody’s suggestions of what m ght be done
that do no injustice to all of the rules, regulations, |aws of
the -- of the great State of California, or what’s left of it.
|’ma fourth generation Californian and very proud of ny state,
but I’m as concerned as -- as you are.

In any event, thank you for -- for everything. |It’s
been a | earning experience for us, and hopefully it’s been a
| earni ng experience for you. And you'll see nore of us in the
future.

So, M. Hearing Oficer.

And also, | -- excuse ne. One thing | forgot.
want to thank our partners at the BLM for being here tonight,
for participating with this. As | said at the beginning, this
is a new experience for themand for us. |It’s proven to be

very difficult, | thought, to site natural gas power plants in
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California for all the years |I’ve been doing, and you heard the
size of the footprint there, 20 acres, this, that and the
other, and -- and we’'re in charge. |It’s alnost exclusively,
except we take into account all the advice and counsel that any
and every state or federal agency have given us. But these

fol ks have found thensel ves, you know, in the target zone with
us nowin ternms of it’s a joint responsibility because we’'re

i nvol ving federal | ands.

And this is -- | nean, everybody has really --
woul d commend the staffs of both agencies for -- |’ve been
wat ching themfor a year. They really have gone to
extraordinary neasures to try to figure out howto deal with
this. 1It’s -- this working together, as well as trying to
solve this -- this problemof -- of -- of dealing with
renewabl e energy, has been a | earning experience for everybody.
So I think we’'re making progress. Let’s hope we nake sone nore
pr ogr ess.

HEARI NG OFFI CER RENAUD: Thank you everyone for
comng. Keep followi ng the progress of the case on our website
t hrough the various announcenents you’'ll be seeing. The
nmeeting i s adjourned.

PROCEEDI NGS CONCLUDE AT 9:47 P. M
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TRANSCRI BER S CERTI FI CATE

|, Martha L. Nelson, attest that the foregoing
proceedi ngs provided to nme via cassette tape were
transcribed to the best of my ability.

| further certify that | amnot a relative or
enpl oyee of any attorney of the parties, nor
financially interested in the action.

| declare under penalty of perjury under the
laws of the State of California that the foregoing is

true and correct.

Dated this 19th day of January, 2010.
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