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7.6 SOCIOECONOMICS

The Blythe Energy Project Phase II (hereinafter referred to as BEP II) is a nominally rated 520 MW combined cycle power plant.  The proposed project will be located adjacent to the Blythe Energy Project (hereinafter referred to as BEP) previously licensed by the California Energy Commission on March 21, 2001.
  BEP II essentially duplicates BEP and consists of two (2) Siemens Westinghouse V84.3a 170 MW combustion turbine generators (CTGs), one (1) 180 MW steam turbine generator, and supporting equipment.  BEP II requires no off-site linear facilities and will interconnect on-site with existing BEP approved transmission and natural gas pipelines.

BEP II is located entirely within the site boundary of the Expansion site currently being processed by the CEC as an amendment to BEP
.  The BEP II power island is located approximately  600 feet south and 800 feet west of the BEP power island.  BEP facilities may be expanded to serve BEP II and include the groundwater supply, , fire protection facilities, and site access roads.  Natural gas will be supplied to the BEP II plant by the El Paso natural gas pipeline interconnection being constructed as part of the approved BEP.

BEP will be electrically interconnected to the Western Area Power Administration (Western) Buck Boulevard Substation, located at the northeastern corner of the BEP site.  This interconnection will include addition of additional breaker positions within the Buck Boulevard Substation.

BEP II will construct and operate one additional groundwater pumping well for its water supply and will construct one additional evaporation pond, south of the proposed BEP II power island to accommodate the project wastewater discharge.  Site drainage will be provided by the BEP drainage facilities.
This section provides a discussion of baseline and economic conditions for the proposed BEP II and the potential environmental consequences of developing BEP II, including those associated with environmental justice.  This analysis considers the local and regional impacts associated with BEP II; mitigation measures for the proposed project are also identified.  Also considered are the cumulative impacts from the construction of the original BEP and BEP II.

7.6.1
Existing Environment

The BEP II site is within the limits of the City of Blythe (Blythe) in Riverside County, California, on the original BEP site, approximately five miles west of the center of the City.  Impact analysis will primarily focus on this region.

7.6.1.1
Population

The California Department of Finance (DOF) estimated Riverside County’s population to be 1,609,356 on January 1, 2001, a 3.3 percent gain from the previous year.  Riverside County is expected to experience strong growth, with a projected population of over 2,773,400 by 2020, an increase of approximately 72 percent, (Employment Development Department (EDD).  Population figures for Blythe are provided in Table 7.6-1.

	Table 7.6-1

Historical Populations for Riverside County and Blythe, California

	Area
	Historical Population

	
	1980a
	1990a
	2000b

	Riverside County
	663,166
	1,170,413
	1,577,700

	Blythe
	6,805
	8,428
	20,310 b


Source:   a DOF, Historical U.S. Census Populations of Places, Towns, and Cities in CA, 1850-1990.

 bDOF, Official State Estimates as of January 1, 2000 City and County Population Estimates.

The population of Blythe was estimated by the DOF to be approximately 20,951 in 2001.  That population total included over 8,000 inmates housed at the recently completed Ironwood and Chuckwalla State Correctional Facilities, located approximately 16 miles west of the City (California Department of Corrections (CDC).  These correctional facilities are located within the corporate boundaries of Blythe.  The population of Blythe has increased over most of the previous 15-20 years, and had one of the highest growth rates among cities in Riverside County for this time period.  

7.6.1.2
Housing

According to the DOF, on January 1, 2001, there were approximately 595,682 total housing units in Riverside County, with a vacancy rate of 13.4 percent.  For the same period of time, the DOF estimated approximately 4,840 total housing units in Blythe, with a vacancy rate of 16.1 percent.  Blythe was estimated to have a 14.2 percent rental vacancy rate in the 2000 Census.  Of these, 788 were classified as vacant housing units, with an additional 256 housing units available for seasonal, recreational, or occasional uses (Bureau of the Census).  The Blythe area has 23 motels with approximately 1,100 rooms; over 300 mobile home spaces; more than 600 RV spaces; along with additional housing, condominiums and apartments constructed since the location of the Ironwood and Chuckwalla State Correctional Facilities in the area (City of Blythe).

The median price for a newly constructed home in Riverside County by the end of 2000 was $248,156 and for an existing home it was $167,380. While housing prices in Los Angeles, Orange and Ventura counties were increasing, many families moved to Riverside County to buy homes because of the availability of land at comparatively affordable prices and the rise of housing prices throughout the rest of the region (DOF).

Housing in Blythe is affordable, with the average new home transactions usually in the high eighties or mid-nineties. Rents range from $300 to $550 per month for one or two-bedroom apartments and $450 to $800 per month for two-and three-bedroom houses (City of Blythe). 

7.6.1.3
Economy
According to the EDD Labor Market Information Division’s Year 2000 County Snapshot for Riverside County, in 1999 the civilian labor force was 687,800 with an unemployment rate of 5.5 percent, slightly above the state’s unemployment rate of 5.2 percent.

The service industry was the largest industry in the County, accounting for 27.5 percent of total employment, with health services being the largest component.  Other significant industry sectors providing employment were retail trade (20.3 percent) and government (17.9 percent) (EDD).  

Labor Force – Following slow civilian labor force growth in 1996, Riverside County rebounded in 1997 with a 4.4 percent increase. This growth slowed slightly in 1998, but has regained momentum as evidenced by 4.9 percent growth in 1999 and 5.0 percent growth in 2000 (Figure 7.6-1). Over the period 1996–2000, Riverside County’s labor force grew from 615,600 in 1996 to 731,400 in 2000, a cumulative increase of 115,800 or 18.8 percent. This is relatively high compared to 10.2 percent growth for the state and 15.3 percent growth for neighboring San Bernardino County.
Since 1996, the annual average unemployment rate for Riverside County has decreased, indicative of increasing employment opportunities in the area. Over the five-year period (1996–2000), the unemployment rate dropped 2.7 percentage points, from a high of 8.2 percent in 1996 to 5.5 percent in 2000. The greatest year-to-year decline occurred in 1999, when the rate fell 1.2 percentage points. In 2000 the unemployment rate increased by 0.1 percentage points. San Bernardino County experienced a similar pattern of decline as shown in Figure 7.6-2.
Industry Employment – Job growth creates opportunity and is considered to be one measure of economic health. Over the years 1996 to 2000, Riverside County’s wage and salary employment added 102,400 jobs, a cumulative growth of 28 percent. In 2000, the county recorded an increase of 26,400 jobs. Riverside County’s employment gains for 2000 are well above neighboring San Bernardino’s gain (not shown) of 5.0 percent and California’s overall increase of 3.7 percent.  As shown in Figure 7.6-3, services accounted for the greatest growth, with a 23,800 increase over this period.  Health services were the largest component in the services sector (EDD).

In 2000, services, retail trade, and government dominated Riverside County employment. Together these three industries accounted for 65 percent (303,900) of the total employment (468,000) in the county. Of the 26,400 jobs gained in 2000, the services industry contributed the largest share of this growth with 7,000 new jobs, or 27 percent. Within services, the business, health, and engineering and management services components posted the largest gains. Figure 7.6-4 illustrates the Nonfarm Industry Projections for 1997–2004 and indicates that 71 percent of the job growth in Riverside County during the forecast period will be in construction, services, and trade.  During the forecast period of 1995 to 2002, it is expected that 73.3 percent of the job growth in the county will continue to be in services, government, and retail trade (EDD).

Industry Trends and Outlook – EDD’s Industry Trends and Outlook, 1997-2004 for Riverside County, predicted that nonfarm employment will grow by 92,500 jobs, or 24.9 percent, over the 1997-2004 forecast period. Employment gains were expected across all major industry sectors except mining, the county's smallest industry. The service producing industries were projected to grow by 66,700 jobs or 22.5 percent. Goods producing industries (construction, manufacturing and mining) would provide an additional 25,800 jobs, which translates to 34.9 percent.  Table 7.6-2 shows the skilled labor force in Riverside County for 1997 and a 2004 projection.

	Table 7.6-2

Available Labor by Skill in Riverside County, 1997 to 2004

	Occupational Title
	Annual Averages
	Absolute Change
	Percentage Change

	
	1997
	2004
	
	

	Carpenters
	5,210
	7,980
	2,770
	53.2

	Masons and related workers
	2,170
	3,410
	1,240
	57.1

	Painters and related workers
	1,000
	1,480
	480
	48.0

	Structural Metal Workers
	260
	420
	160
	61.5

	Welders and Cutters
	740
	990
	250
	33.8

	Electricians and Technicians
	430
	580
	150
	34.9

	Excavators
	310
	520
	210
	67.7

	Graders
	490
	700
	210
	42.9

	Industrial Truck Operators
	1,030
	1,330
	300
	29.1

	Operating Engineers
	630
	880
	250
	39.7

	Helpers, Labors
	18,180
	24,420
	6,240
	34.3

	Pipe fitters
	1,160
	1,360
	200
	17.2

	Administrative Services Manager
	1,000
	1,230
	230
	23.0

	Engineers and Related Technicians
	1,890
	2,290
	400
	21.2

	Plant and Systems Occupations
	370
	400
	30
	8.1


Source: EDD, Occupational Projections - Riverside County 1997-2004.

The Palo Verde Valley (which includes the City of Blythe) supports an economy comprised of a substantial agricultural sector and growing service and public sectors.  Table 7.6-3 provides a list of the major employers within the Palo Verde Valley, covering both manufacturing and non-manufacturing employment sectors.  The City of Blythe is a retail center for the region’s agricultural production.  Alfalfa is one of the top money crops within the Palo Verde Valley, producing about 41 percent of the valley’s total crop valuation (Blythe Area Chamber of Commerce, 1998). 

	Table 7.6-3

City Of Blythe

Manufacturing and Non-Manufacturing Employment

	Name of Company
	Employment
	Product

	Manufacturing Employment

	Morgan Corporation
	232
	Manufacturing

	Hi-Value Processors
	150
	Vegetable Packing

	Crawford & Associates
	20
	Ready-mix Concrete/Concrete Blocks

	Toshin Trading Company
	19
	Food processor

	Palo Verde Time
	9
	Newspaper

	Non-Manufacturing Employment

	Ironwood State Prison
	1,100
	Level III Prison

	Chuckwalla State Prison
	793
	Level II Prison 

	Palo Verde Unified School District
	450
	Public School System

	Palo Verde Hospital
	135
	Medical

	County of Riverside
	120
	Public Administration

	K-Mart
	110
	Retail

	City of Blythe
	101
	Municipality

	Albertsons
	90
	Supermarket

	Palo Verde Irrigation District
	81
	Public Irrigation

	Palo Verde Community College District
	60
	Community College

	SoCalGas
	18
	Public Utility


Source: Blythe Chamber of Commerce, 1998.

*Includes Blythe and surrounding unincorporated community of Ripley.
7.6.1.4
Government Finance

Counties and cities receive revenues from a variety of sources including property, sales and franchise taxes, licenses and permits, fines and penalties, charges for use of service and property, and transfers from other governments.

7.6.1.4.1 Riverside County

Riverside County receives approximately $1.5 billion each year in revenue.  Of that total revenue, the Board of Supervisors has discretion over only $236 million.  The rest of the revenue must pay for mandatory programs such as health and welfare.  The County receives 11 cents of each property tax dollar to fund County expenses, less than half of what it received before 1993.

Riverside County spends approximately 65 percent of its discretionary revenues to support Justice and Law Enforcement programs.  To sustain these high priority services, the County has significantly cut many other programs.  As a result, general government spending has decreased to approximately five percent of all discretionary spending as shown in Figure 7.6-5.
7.6.1.4.2
City of Blythe

The 1999/2000 fiscal year’s budget for the City of Blythe included funding for a new sewer collection and sewer lift station to accommodate the new two-year college being built in Blythe. The largest percentage increase in the budget between 2000/2001 and the proposed 2001/2002 fiscal years will be in water utility funds. This increase reflects proposed funding for the construction of a new water treatment plant for the City. While the budget for the last three years has induced a smaller percentage of overall funding for public protection; Trust and Police Grant Funds, providing direct funding to officers, has increased with each budget year, supplementing public protection costs to the City (Colbert 2001).  A listing of City of Blythe revenues and expenditures is provided in Tables 7.6-4 and 7.6-5.

	Table 7.6-4

City of Blythe Budget for 1999/2000, 2000/2001 and 2001/2002 Expenditures

	Category
	Actual 1999/2000
	Budget 2000/2001
	Proposed 2001/2002

	
	Operating Funds
	Percent of Budget
	Operating Funds
	Percent of Budget
	Operating Funds
	Percent of Budget

	Budget

	General Government
	1,265,372
	8.5
	1,225,843
	6.1
	1,280,937
	4.5

	Public Protection
	3,271,117
	21.9
	3,317,401
	16.6
	3,509,556
	12.3

	Recreation/Culture
	739,074
	4.9
	761,495
	3.8
	954,698
	3.3

	Water Utility
	1,430,213
	9.6
	1,436,989
	7.2
	8,174,646
	28.7

	Sanitation
	1,232,744
	8.3
	1,228,435
	6.2
	1,264,999
	4.4

	Public Works
	149,391
	1.0
	257,362
	1.3
	365,526
	1.3

	Miscellaneous
	6,829,124
	45.8
	11,733,127
	58.8
	12,974,867
	45.5

	Total
	14,917,035
	100
	19,960,952
	100
	28,525,229
	100


Source: Martin 2001.

	Table 7.6-5

City of Blythe Budget for 1999/2000, 2000/2001 and 2001/2002 Revenues

	Category
	Actual 1999/2000
	Budget 2000/2001
	Proposed 2001/2002

	
	Operating Funds
	Percent of Budget
	Operating Funds
	Percent of Budget
	Operating Funds
	Percent of Budget

	Revenues

	Property Tax
	526,933
	3.6
	572,756
	3.2
	549,443
	2.2

	Sales Tax
	1,395,664
	9.4
	1,363,981
	7.5
	1,899,510
	7.8

	Other Taxes
	738,636
	5.0
	750,680
	4.2
	770,858
	3.1

	Licenses and Permits
	130,169
	0.9
	184,625
	1.0
	97,250
	0.4

	Charges for Services
	1,462,222
	9.8
	1,455,495
	8.0
	1,205,480
	4.9

	Special Revenues
	2,245,857
	15.1
	3,132,154
	17.3
	3,713,147
	15.2

	Utilities
	6,126,694
	41.2
	8,090,360
	44.6
	13,195,581
	54.0

	Miscellaneous
	2,228,408
	15.0
	2,577,898
	14.2
	3,021,558
	12.4

	Total
	14,854,583
	100
	18,127,949
	100
	24,452,827
	100


Source: Martin 2001.

7.6.1.5
Public Services

7.6.1.5.1
Law Enforcement

The primary law enforcement service to the City of Blythe is provided by the Blythe Police Department located at 240 North Spring Street, Blythe.  This police department is currently composed of 25 law enforcement officers (Grady 2001).

Other law enforcement service in the area is provided by the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department, located at 260 North Spring Street in Blythe.  This station has 25 sworn full-time law enforcement officers working more than three shifts.  The Department handles emergency calls for County residents in the general Palo Verde Valley area. The headquarters of the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department is in Riverside, California.

A California Highway Patrol (CHP) station is located at 430 South Broadway, in Blythe.  The CHP is the primary law enforcement agency for the State’s highways and roads.  Services include law enforcement, traffic control, accident investigation, and management of hazardous material spill incidents.

Also available to respond in emergency situations is the U.S. Border Patrol, located at 16870 West Hobsonway, in Blythe.  The Border Patrol has 36 sworn, full-time law enforcement officers (Moser 2001).
7.6.1.5.2
Fire Protection

The Blythe Fire Department is located at 201 North Commercial Street.  Its staff includes 30 trained volunteer firefighters, including five Captains, eight Engineers, and 17 firefighters, in addition to one full-time fire marshal.  Fire fighting equipment consists of four fire engines, one 50-foot ladder truck, one water truck, one squad truck, and one quick response vehicle (Gilsedder 2001). 

The Blythe Fire Department has a mutual aid agreement with the Riverside County Fire Department.  Two fire stations, Station No. 45, located at 17280 Hobsonway and Station No. 43, located at 140 West Barnard Street in Blythe, are operated by the Riverside County Fire Department.

Station No. 45 is composed of two fire engines, with one used by full-time staff at the station and one used as backup for volunteer firefighters based around the City.  This station is staffed by two trained firefighters.  This fire station also provides fire-fighting support to the Blythe Airport.

Station No. 43 has two trained firefighters on full-time staff.  Station No. 43 also is staffed by up to 15 volunteer firefighters available on call for emergency situations.  The fire fighting equipment located at this station consists of two fire engines, one water truck, and a squad vehicle (Gilsedder 2001).  

In October 2000, the City of Blythe and Riverside County retained Hunt Research Corporation to perform a fire needs assessment to determine any incremental impacts of BEP on the existing facilities.  This report addressed several inadequacies, primarily in the City of Blythe, which exist even without the BEP.  In March 2001, however, Blythe Energy, the City of Blythe, and Riverside County reached an agreement on additional equipment and training that would be provided by Blythe Energy to address the incremental impacts of BEP.  As a result, Blythe Energy provided funds in the amount of approximately $450,000 to cover the new equipment (including a new fire truck) and training.

It is expected that the construction and operation of BEP II will not result in any new or cumulative impacts not previously addressed during the October 2000 fire needs assessment and March 2001 agreements with the City of Blythe and Riverside County.

7.6.1.5.3
Hazardous Materials

First to respond to hazardous materials situations for the City of Blythe would be the Blythe Fire Department.  Under the mutual aid agreement, Riverside County Fire Department personnel from either Station No. 43 or Station No. 45 would be called out as needed.  If additional hazardous material response was needed it would be provided by the Hazardous Materials Response Team of the Riverside County Fire Department, located in Beaumont, California, approximately two hours away (Grady 2001).
7.6.1.5.4
Hospitals

Palo Verde Hospital is a 55-bed acute care facility serving Blythe and the surrounding Palo Verde Valley areas. The Palo Verde Hospital staffs a 24-hour emergency room, and is located at 250 North 1st Street, in Blythe, approximately five miles east of the BEP II site. 

Medical professionals practicing in the Blythe area include 30 surgeons, eight dentists, four optometrists, four chiropractors and one podiatrist.  Special medical consultants are available in the area on a monthly basis.  The Blythe Nursing Care Center also provides outpatient and rehabilitation services.

7.6.1.6
Utilities

Electricity and Gas - Southern California Edison provides electric services to Blythe.  Southern California Gas Company provides natural gas.  There are many propane gas distributors in the area.  

Water - The City of Blythe has high priority water rights on the Colorado River, and provides water service to its residents from local wells.  

Sewer - The City of Blythe wastewater treatment plant is located at 25871 Neighbors Boulevard.  This facility is approximately two miles south of the City and serves the areas within the city limits. 

Telephone - GTE provides local telephone services to most of the Blythe area.  The main office of GTE is in Victorville, California.  Some locations in the Blythe area are served by Pacific Bell.

7.6.1.7
Education

Palo Verde Unified School District has three elementary schools, one middle school, one high school and one continuation school. Palo Verde Community College District has one two-year college and is constructing a new 200-acre campus to be complete in 2005. Private schools are also available in Blythe.  On July 19, 2001 BEP paid $17,780.37 in school impacts fees to the City of Blythe (Personal communication 12/14/2001 with A. Cde Bacca)

7.6.2
Environmental Consequences 

The potential for socioeconomic consequences associated with the BEP II can be evaluated through comparison of project-related demands during construction and operation with socioeconomic resources of the area.  Construction and operation of the proposed facility would provide new employment opportunities, with associated effects on population growth, housing, public services, utilities, and schools.  While the project may result in a temporary increase in demand on the local labor market, numerous positive economic benefits might also be realized.

The Proposed Project would have a significant impact if it:

· Induces substantial population growth or housing demand in an area, either directly or indirectly;

· Displaces or requires the relocation of a substantial number of existing residents;

· Generates demand for temporary housing of construction workers that exceeds the supply of local housing or hotel/motel facilities;

· Requires public service expenditures substantially greater than available approved revenue.

7.6.2.1
Construction

7.6.2.1.1
Labor and Employment

Implementation of BEP II has the potential to affect the local and regional labor market in a variety of ways.  Project-related employment would occur in two phases. The first phase would include the employment of a labor force for construction of the plant, followed by a smaller level of employment for operation and management of the facility.  Construction activities associated with BEP II would occur in parallel with the final four months of the original BEP construction schedule.  

Plant construction for the original BEP began May of 2001, and is composed of two construction projects, the power plant and the associated natural gas pipeline.  Construction for BEP is expected to occur over an 18 to 22-month period with the pipeline construction running concurrent with plant construction.  Pipeline construction would last four months and begin in the 8th month of the BEP construction schedule.  The pipeline construction would be complete prior to beginning BEP II construction. 

It is estimated that BEP II construction and commissioning activities would commence third quarter 2002 and conclude in the first quarter 2004. This schedule is based on a multiple-shift, 40-hour workweek.  Overtime and shift work would be used to maintain or enhance the construction schedule.  The total number of workers at the Project site (BEP and BEP II) would average 279 in the first four months of BEP II construction.  At that point the original BEP would be complete.  BEP II would require an average of approximately 232 employees over the entire Project construction period.  The construction workforce would peak in April 2003, in the twelfth month of the facility construction, when approximately 387 workers would be utilized at the BEP II site.

Table 7.6-6 shows estimated construction staffing by month and trade for the overlapping four months of BEP, in addition to the labor needs of the proposed BEP II.  It is anticipated that all of the required labor pool would be available within a one to two hour drive-time range.  The accuracy of these staffing projections is evidenced in Table 7.6-7, which provides current staffing statistics for BEP.  Although the actual monthly workforce population totals differ slightly from the estimated workforce needs on a month-by-month basis, the average estimated workforce population for July through September 2001 totaled 194 workers while the actual workforce population for the same time period averaged 201 workers.  Salary data to date for BEP were used to project a total construction payroll of $50 to $60 million.  It is anticipated that BEP II will have a similar payroll for construction.

7.6.2.1.2
Population

Construction of BEP II would employ an average of 232 workers.  Construction workers would be local except for contractor staff that may temporarily relocate to the area during portions of the construction period.   Most of the workforce would be within a one-way commute time of one to two hours from the plant site.  The need for any additional non-local workers is not expected.  It is not anticipated that construction of the proposed BEP II would contribute to a significant increase in population in the Blythe area even if some workers temporarily relocate to the area during the construction phase.

7.6.2.1.3
Housing

The majority of the workforce would be temporarily housed in Blythe or within a one-way commute time of one to two hours from the plant site. Riverside County, where Blythe is situated, had a vacancy rate of 13.42 percent in 2001.  For the same period of time the DOF estimated approximately 4,840 total housing units in Blythe, with a vacancy rate of 16.12 percent.  The Blythe area has 23 motels with approximately 1,100 rooms; over 300 mobile home spaces; more than of 600 RV spaces; and additional housing, condominiums and apartments that have been built since the location of the State Prisons in Blythe construction projects. The Blythe area also has a large BLM-Long Term Visitors Area (Blythe Area Chamber of Commerce).

During the peak months of construction employment, it is possible that some temporary housing shortage may occur if a large number of workers attempt to acquire permanent residences within the City.  This scenario is unlikely, however, because employment numbers fluctuate during construction and not all workers would be seeking residences at one time.  

	Table 7.6-6 

Estimated Construction Staffing for BEP and BEP II
(Person-Staff Needed in Months After Notice to Proceed)

	
	2002
	2003
	2004

	Craft
	15
	16
	17
	18
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	
	July
	Aug
	Sept
	Oct
	 
	 
	 
	 
	
	
	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Blythe Energy Project (BEP)

	Insulation Workers
	21
	17
	14
	9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Boiler makers
	19
	9
	9
	9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Masons
	1
	1
	1
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Carpenters
	12
	10
	10
	10
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Electricians
	36
	24
	14
	14
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Iron Workers
	9
	9
	9
	9
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Laborers
	19
	19
	14
	14
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Millwrights
	9
	8
	8
	8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Operating Engineers
	9
	9
	5
	5
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Plasterers
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Painters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Pipefitters
	82
	57
	28
	24
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sheet-metal Workers
	9
	9
	9
	6
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Sprinkler fitters
	8
	4
	2
	2
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Surveyors
	2
	2
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Teamsters
	2
	2
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total BEP Manual Staff
	240
	180
	125
	111
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total BEP Contractor Staff
	36
	28
	28
	26
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total BEP Site Staff
	276
	208
	153
	137
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Blythe Energy Project II (BEP II)

	Craft
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20

	
	July
	Aug
	Sept
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	April
	May
	June
	July
	Aug
	Sept
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb

	Insulation Workers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	9
	17
	21
	28
	28
	21
	17
	14
	9
	6
	2

	Boiler makers
	
	
	
	
	
	14
	21
	30
	30
	30
	30
	30
	24
	19
	19
	9
	9
	9
	6
	2

	Masons
	
	2
	5
	9
	9
	9
	9
	5
	3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	0

	Carpenters
	10
	13
	15
	22
	30
	36
	40
	40
	35
	29
	23
	23
	23
	19
	12
	10
	10
	10
	6
	0

	Electricians
	4
	4
	8
	8
	14
	28
	28
	33
	38
	43
	47
	57
	47
	42
	36
	24
	14
	14
	10
	8

	Iron Workers
	3
	7
	7
	10
	15
	26
	33
	39
	39
	33
	26
	19
	14
	9
	9
	9
	9
	9
	5
	2

	Laborers
	14
	20
	20
	26
	31
	33
	38
	38
	38
	33
	33
	34
	33
	24
	19
	19
	14
	14
	8
	4

	Millwrights
	0
	0
	0
	5
	5
	8
	8
	11
	11
	14
	14
	14
	9
	9
	9
	8
	8
	8
	6
	4

	Operating Engineers
	4
	6
	8
	11
	11
	13
	13
	15
	17
	17
	17
	18
	17
	11
	9
	9
	5
	5
	4
	2

	Plasterers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	2
	2
	4
	4
	6
	4
	4
	2
	
	
	
	0
	0

	Painters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	0
	0

	Pipefitters
	4
	8
	10
	10
	17
	19
	26
	36
	50
	64
	83
	93
	99
	93
	82
	57
	28
	24
	15
	8

	Sheet-metal Workers
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	6
	9
	9
	14
	17
	14
	9
	9
	9
	6
	4
	2

	Sprinkler fitters
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	1
	1
	1
	4
	8
	11
	8
	4
	2
	2
	1
	1

	Surveyors
	2
	2
	3
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	4
	2
	2
	1
	
	0
	0

	Teamsters
	
	
	
	1
	1
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	2
	1
	
	0
	0

	Total BEP II Manual Staff
	41
	62
	76
	106
	137
	192
	222
	256
	276
	294
	311
	340
	330
	290
	240
	180
	125
	111
	72
	35

	Total BEP II Contractor Staff
	6
	11
	17
	23
	28
	33
	38
	38
	47
	47
	47
	47
	47
	38
	36
	28
	28
	26
	20
	10

	Total BEP II Site Staff
	47
	73
	93
	129
	165
	225
	260
	294
	323
	341
	358
	387
	377
	328
	276
	208
	153
	137
	92
	45

	Total BEP and BEP II Site Staff
	323
	281
	246
	266
	165
	225
	260
	294
	323
	341
	358
	387
	377
	328
	276
	208
	153
	137
	92
	45


Table 7.6-7
Actual Construction Staffing for BEP

The chance of a tight housing market during construction, if workers relocate to the area, is lessened by past experience in the area and recent housing construction.  Blythe has experienced large construction projects in the past, such as the two State Prisons west of Blythe.  During the construction of these projects there was a maximum of approximately 300 construction workers involved.  There was no noticeable shortage of housing for these workers during construction.  Additionally, no housing shortage has been experienced in connection with construction of the original BEP (Holloway 2001).

No negative impacts associated with housing availability during the construction phase of BEP II in the City of Blythe, or the surrounding area are expected.

7.6.2.1.4
Local Economy

The total constructed cost for BEP II is expected to be approximately $300 million.  The cost of materials and supplies is estimated to be approximately $60 million.  The estimated value of materials and supplies purchased locally is estimated between $5 and $10 million.  The Palo Verde Valley would gain some economic benefit from expenditures for construction of the proposed plant.  Economic gains would include spending as a direct result of locally purchased materials and supplies, and secondary gains as a result of employee payroll spending.  Revenues to the local economy over the year 2002 are anticipated to be in excess of $3 million.

Additional expenditures in the region would generate a beneficial impact by creating the potential for other employment opportunities for local workers in other areas of service, including transportation, wholesale and retail trades, entertainment and other business services.  Local spending would also occur with construction materials and services.  

7.6.2.1.5
Fiscal Resources

Spending on materials purchased within Riverside County would be subject to sales tax and a small percentage of these revenues would be distributed back to the local economy.  In addition, a variety of other state and local tax payments and fees would be incurred with plant construction, producing additional revenues to various agencies.

The initial impact on the local community would be from sales tax on equipment, material and supplies purchased during construction.  It has been estimated that the cost for material and supplies would be $25 million.  The sales tax is 7.75 percent, of which Blythe would receive one percent.

BEP II should result in gross benefits for the affected area, from increased sales taxes and property tax and a higher employment base.  The community would also benefit from the economic activity generated by the purchase of services, manufactured goods and equipment from local businesses.

7.6.2.1.6
Public Services and Utilities

Law Enforcement - The primary law enforcement service to the BEP II would be provided by the Blythe Police Department located at 240 North Spring Street, Blythe, about five miles east of the power plant property.  This police department is currently composed of 25 sworn law enforcement officers.  Non-emergency response time to the BEP II site by the Blythe Police Department would be approximately seven minutes (Grady 2001).
The other nearest law enforcement service to the site would be the Riverside County Sheriff’s Department.  The nearest Sheriff station to the power plant site is at 260 North Spring Street in Blythe, approximately five miles east of the site.  This station has 25 sworn full-time law enforcement officers working more than three shifts.  The estimated normal response time for a patrol vehicle to the BEP II site would be approximately ten minutes, but in an emergency situation, the response time would be considerably less.  

Other law enforcement services would be provided by the California Highway Patrol (CHP) station located approximately five miles from the BEP II site at 430 South Broadway, in Blythe and the U.S. Border Patrol office located at 16870 West Hobsonway, in Blythe, with an emergency response time to the project site of approximately two minutes (Moser 2001).

Average police response time to the site for emergency calls would be three to four minutes, providing adequate levels of service.  Construction of the proposed BEP II would not result in significant demands on law enforcement services.

Fire Protection - The BEP II would rely on both on-site fire protection systems and local fire protection services.  It is anticipated the on-site fire protection pump and storage tank would be provided for BEP II by the original BEP fire protection system equipment.  The approved project fire suppression system would be connected to the BEP fire system by a series of pipe connections.  An engineering evaluation will be performed during the plant design phase to verify the common systems will meet codes and standards.

Hand-held fire extinguishers and handcart extinguishers of the appropriate size and rating would be located in accordance with NFPA 10 standard throughout the facility.  Fire detection devices would be installed at key points throughout the BEP II area.  These would include smoke detectors, flame detectors, and temperature detectors as appropriate. 

In the event of a major fire, plant personnel would be able to call upon the Blythe Fire Department for assistance; estimated response time is within ten minutes. 

The Blythe Fire Department has a mutual aid agreement with the Riverside County Fire Department.  Two fire stations, operated by the Riverside County Fire Department, are located near the site.  The closest, Station No. 45, has a response time to the site of within three to five minutes.  Station No. 43 has an estimated response time to the BEP II site of five to seven minutes (Gilsedder 2001). 

Emergency response times for fire protection would be acceptable (three to five minutes) to provide adequate levels of service.  Construction of the proposed BEP II would not result in significant demands on fire protection.

Hazardous Materials - Hazardous wastes generated by BEP II would be typical of modern power plant operations.  Waste lubricating oil would be recovered and recycled by a waste oil-recycling contractor. Used oil filters would be disposed of in a Class I landfill. 

In the event of an emergency, plant personnel would defer to the Blythe Fire Department.  Under the Mutual Aid Agreement Riverside County Fire Department personnel from either Station No. 43 or Station No. 45 would be called out as needed.  If additional hazardous material response was needed at the BEP II site, it would be provided by the Hazardous Materials Response Team of the Riverside County Fire Department, located in Beaumont, California approximately two hours from the site (Grady 2001).

Emergency response times for hazardous materials incidents would be acceptable (three to five minutes) to provide adequate levels of service.  Construction of the proposed BEP II would not result in significant demands on public services for hazardous materials.
Hospitals - Palo Verde Hospital is a 55-bed acute care facility serving Blythe and the surrounding Palo Verde Valley areas. The Palo Verde Hospital staffs a 24-hour emergency room, and is located at 250 North 1st Street, Blythe, approximately five miles east of the BEP II site.

Construction of the proposed BEP II would not result in significant demands on public health services in the City of Blythe.

Electricity and Gas - The project proposes to interconnect with the regional electric transmission grid at Western’s newly constructed Buck Boulevard Substation located within 800 feet of the BEP II power island.  The Buck Boulevard Substation is interconnected with the existing Blythe Substation. The Blythe Substation, in turn, interconnects five existing 161 kV regional transmission lines. Three of the transmission lines are owned by Western, one by Imperial Irrigation District (IID), and the other by Southern California Edison (SCE). 

Natural gas would be supplied to BEP II by the natural gas delivery pipeline being constructed as part of the original BEP.  Construction of the BEP II would make no significant demands on electricity and gas.
Water - Water to operate the facility would be supplied by groundwater wells.  Construction of the proposed BEP II would not result in significant demands on public water services.  The project would develop and maintain its own water supply. 
Sewage - Domestic wastewater from BEP II would be disposed through the existing septic tank and leach field system specified in the original BEP.  An additional septic tank and leach field system may be constructed depending on the final configuration of the BEP and BEP II administration and maintenance facilities.  However, if the BEP septic system were not available, domestic wastewater would be temporarily trucked to an activated sludge plant where the City of Blythe treats its wastewater, located at 25871 Neighbors Boulevard.  This facility is approximately two miles south of the City.
The project would develop and maintain its own leach field sewage disposal system, precluding impacts on these utilities.
7.6.2.1.7
Education

Current Kindergarten through 12th grade enrollment is 3,600 students.  The peak enrollment at schools in the District was 4,050 students in the 1994 to 1995 school year.  According to a District representative, enrollment has been slowly declining at the rate of approximately one to two percent per year since 1995 as a result of more families making the choice to home school or place their children in private schools.  District schools are able to accommodate additional students (Gilmore 2001).

There are two private schools located in Blythe.  The Zion Lutheran School, located at 721 East Chanslor Way, has a current enrollment of 101 students.  This school is able to accommodate additional students (Hinkle 2001).  And the Escuela De La Raza Unida School, located at 137 North Broadway.  With a current enrollment of 30 students, this school reported to be at maximum capacity (Garnica 2001). 

Construction of the BEP II would not be expected to result in significant population changes.  As a result, new demands on local schools would not create any significant adverse impacts on the school system.  To the extent that some minor increase in enrollment does occur, the Palo Verde Valley Unified School District has indicated that additional capacity is available at all grade levels.

7.6.2.2 Operation

7.6.2.2.1 Labor and Employment

Once the power plant is constructed, an operation and maintenance crew would be required to run the plant.  Five additional permanent employees would be utilized for operation and management of BEP II.  The employment of five full-time employees during the operations phase of the proposed BEP II would result in an insignificant demand upon the area’s labor force.

7.6.2.2.2 Population

As BEP II would require five additional permanent employees, long-term operation of the plant will likely result in a very minor increase in population within the City, as the maintenance and operational force would relocate to Blythe for employment.  It is anticipated that facility employees would be drawn from the local workforce and major metropolitan areas in the region.  No significant increases in permanent population are expected as a result of the project.

7.6.2.2.3 Housing

The addition of five permanent employees for the operations phase of BEP II would cause no negative impacts to housing in the City of Blythe, or the surrounding area.

7.6.2.2.4 Local Economy

A small beneficial impact would occur with the creation of operation and maintenance positions through expenditures of goods and materials.  The projected maximum five additional full-time persons would be expected to result in an average operational payroll of about $250,000, based on an average salary of around $50,000.

7.6.2.2.5 Fiscal Resources

To maintain BEP II during its operating life would require maintenance for the facility every three to four years at an estimated cost of $10 million.  Approximately 15 percent of this would be spent locally, generating sales tax revenues for Blythe and Riverside County.  The sales tax is 7.75 percent, of which Blythe would receive one percent.

7.6.2.2.6 Public Services and Utilities

The operations phase of the proposed BEP II would not result in significant demands on public services or facilities.  Average police, medical emergency and fire response time to the site for emergency calls would be acceptable to provide adequate levels of service.  No significant demands during the operations phase on electricity and gas, or telephone services would be expected.  
7.6.2.2.7
Education

Population changes associated with the BEP II operations phase would be insignificant and would therefore create no adverse impacts on the local school system.  

7.6.2.3
Cumulative Effects

The total number of workers at the Project site (BEP and BEP II) would average 279 in the first four months of BEP II construction, when there is a short-term overlap in constructing the two projects.  BEP II construction would employ an average of 232 workers over an 18 to 22-month time period, with a peak construction workforce of 387 employed in the 12th month.  As previously evidenced in Table 7.6-2 there are ample skilled labor forces available for the completion of BEP II.  No housing shortages have been experienced with the original BEP and gas pipeline construction and none are expected.

During the operational phase, the original BEP would be staffed with about 20 permanent employees. These employees would be engineers, equipment operators, and maintenance and security personnel.  BEP II may require five additional permanent employees.  A total of 25 permanent operational employees would present a negligible change in the population of Blythe. 

A potential problem could exist during construction of BEP II if the peak construction period occurred during the winter tourist season.  The population in the Palo Verde Valley triples during the winter season, which could result in a tight housing market.  BEP II construction is scheduled to peak in July 2003 during the 12th month of the Project.  The peak construction period therefore would not occur during the winter season, reducing any potential housing problem for the community.  No negative cumulative impacts to the socioeconomics of the City of Blythe, or the surrounding communities, from BEP II are expected.
7.6.3
Environmental Justice

The analysis was conducted to determine whether:

1) The potentially affected population fit the EPA guidelines of a minority population contained in Executive Order 12898, which considers a minority population to exist if the minority/low-income population of the affected area constitutes 50 percent or more of the general population; and 

2) The project’s potential environmental impacts were likely to fall disproportionately on minority and/or low-income members of the community.  

To determine whether BEP II has any disproportionate adverse impacts to minority or low-income populations, an examination of the population makeup in the vicinity of the site was conducted.  The first part of this analysis was to determine the affected environment using an appropriate unit of geographic analysis (UGA).  A UGA is a geographical unit larger than the affected area.  The UGA is used to provide baseline statistics of minority and low-income populations.  The UGAs used for this analysis are year 2000 U.S. Census Bureau Census Tract data for the project site and the surrounding area, including the Palo Verde Valley and the Palo Verde Mesa.  Descriptions of the Census Tracts are provided in Table 7.6-8 and Figures 7.6-6 through Figure 7.6-8.  

	TABLE 7.6-8 

General Census Tract Information

	Geographic area
	Geographic location
	Population
	Housing units
	Area in square miles
	Density per square mile of land area

	
	
	
	
	Total area
	Water area
	Land area
	Population
	Housing units

	Riverside County
	
	1,545,387
	584,674
	7,303.13
	95.76
	7,207.37
	214.4
	81.1

	Census Tract

	Tract 458
	Palo Verde Mesa and west.  Includes Blythe Energy Project power plant site.
	11,127
	1,624
	3,812.70
	0.13
	3,812.57
	2.9
	0.4

	Tract 459
	North, west, and south of the city limits of Blythe in the Palo Verde Valley to the Palo Verde Mesa
	1,951
	702
	105.78
	0.12
	105.66
	18.5
	6.6

	Tract 460
	North, east, and south of the city limits of Blythe to the Colorado River in the Palo Verde Valley
	1,613
	914
	50.60
	1.47
	49.12
	32.8
	18.6

	Tract 461.01
	Northern and major portion of the City of Blythe in the Palo Verde Valley
	2,854
	1,182
	0.77
	0.00
	0.77
	3,714.8
	1,538.5

	Tract 461.02
	
	2,247
	754
	0.77
	0.00
	0.77
	2,925.7
	981.7

	Tract 461.03
	
	2,619
	939
	3.06
	0.00
	3.06
	856.4
	307.1

	Tract 462
	Southern portion of the City of Blythe to the Palo Verde Valley
	3,335
	1,230
	4.50
	0.00
	4.50
	740.9
	273.2


Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Summary File 1

Census Tract 458 covers a very large area to the west of the Palo Verde Valley.  This Tract extends into the mesa and mountain areas north, south, and west of the project site and is included because it covers the Palo Verde Mesa where the BEP and BEP II facilities would be located.

Census Tracts 459-462 were also included in the analysis because they (1) comprise the population centers for the City of Blythe, (2) are adjacent to the other relevant Census Tracts, (3) are located in the center of the Palo Verde Valley, and (4) are in the sphere of influence of the BEP and BEP II facilities.

The population demographic data for the affected UGAs was examined, and the final analysis compares the statistics for the UGA to those for minority and low-income populations found in the Census Tracts.  Table 7.6-9 provides a summary of all Census Tracts deemed appropriate for the BEP II area including year 2000 Census population demographics by ethnic background and by year 1990 Census income levels.  Percentages in the table reflect the proportion of total population of Census Tracts 458, 459, 460, 461 and 462 areas accounted for by specific race and income level.  Table 7.6-9 provides the most recent countywide income levels for Riverside County, which represent the smallest breakdown of income information currently available from the U.S. Census Bureau.
U.S. Census Bureau demographic information for the affected area was gathered and analyzed.  The standard criterion for assessing environmental justice concerns is whether the demographic information, when compared with the UGA demographic data, reveals minority and/or low-income populations being disproportionately affected by BEP II.  If so, further investigation is needed to identify the specific locations of any minority and low-income populations within the Census Tract. 

BEP II is located in a rural area on the Palo Verde Mesa.  The nearest population area to the power plant site is a small, unincorporated residential community on the Palo Verde Mesa known as Mesa Verde (previously known as Nicholls Warm Springs).  This small residential area is located approximately 2.25 miles southwest of the power plant site.  The City of Blythe is located in the Palo Verde Valley and the only nearby incorporated community in the area.  The Blythe downtown area is approximately 5.0 miles east of the power plant site.  Scattered farm residences are located near the site.  The BEP and BEP II power plant site has been identified by both the City of Blythe and the County of Riverside as part of the Blythe Airport Industrial Park in regional land use and zoning plans.

An environmental justice impact determination could be made if there were disproportional impacts to areas with 50 percent or more minority or low-income populations.  The analysis of Table 7.6-9 helps to demonstrate that BEP II will not have disproportionate adverse effects specific to low-income or minority populations.  Census Tracts 458 and 462 do have minority populations of 68.8 and 61.7 percent, respectively, while Census Tract 459 is 50.2 percent minority based, Tract 460 is 23.1 percent minority based and Tract 461 is comprised of 40.0 percent minority populations.  The average for all Census Tracts is 54.8 percent minority based populations.  

	Table 7.6-9

Demographic Information for the Blythe Area by Census Tract

	Category
	Census Tract 458
	Census Tract 459
	Census Tract 460
	Census Tract 461
	Census Tract 462
	Total

	
	Population
	Percentage
	Population
	Percentage
	Population
	Percentage
	Population
	Percentage
	Population
	Percentage
	Population
	Percentage

	Ethnic Background
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	White
	3,745
	33.7
	1065
	54.6
	1280
	79.4
	4834
	59.9
	1451
	43.5
	12,375
	47.4

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total Non-White
	7,663
	68.8
	978
	50.2
	373
	23.1
	3228
	40.0
	2060
	61.7
	14,302
	54.8

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Black
	2,360
	21.2
	130
	6.7
	73
	4.5
	852
	6.0
	655
	19.9
	4070
	15.6

	    American Indian
	208
	1.9
	58
	3.0
	27
	1.7
	138
	2.0
	84
	2.5
	515
	1.9

	    Asian or Pacific
	189
	2.3
	15
	.8
	29
	1.8
	64
	2.5
	43
	3.5
	340
	1.3

	    Other Racesa
	4,834b
	43.4b
	775
	39.7
	244
	15.1
	2744
	29.6
	1268
	38.0
	9,865
	37.8

	Household Income
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	    Below Poverty
	1,512
	33.0
	456
	25.3
	317
	19.9
	1,950
	21.2
	293
	24.8
	5,528
	24.7

	    Above Poverty
	3,067
	67.0
	1,345
	74.7
	1,272
	80.1
	7,250
	78.8
	889
	75.2
	13,823
	75.3

	Total Population
	4,579c
	100.0c
	1,801
	100.0
	1,589
	100.0
	9,200
	100.0
	1,182
	100.0
	18,351
	100.0


Source:  2000 U.S. Demographic Census Data and 1990 U.S. Census Economic Data found on the Internet (http://census.gov/cdrom/lookup.com)

aIndividuals of Hispanic origin dominate the Other Races category.

bSome of the numbers represented in each census tract may contain combinations with one or more other races listed, therefore these numbers may add to more than the total population and percentages may add to more than 100 percent because individuals may report more than one race.

c1990 & 2000 Census Data: At this time, only tabulations of age, race/ethnicity, sex, household type and relationship, and housing occupancy are available from the 2000 census.  As the social and economic data, such as income, poverty and labor force, from the new 2000 census is available, it will be released on the US Census Bureau website.  In addition, selected tabulations from 2000 census data files will be available from the California Department of Finance, Demographic Research Unit.
As previously mentioned, Census Tract 458 and 462 are over the 50 percent threshold designation at 68.8 and 61.7 percent for minorities respectively.  Census track 458’s total area is 3,812.70 square miles with a population density of 2.9 individuals and .4 housing units per square mile.  Census Tract 458 is 140 miles wide and BEP and BEP II are located within the eastern portion of the Tract.  The average family size for Tract 458 is about 3.34 persons.  The Tract is scarcely inhabited and residences are scattered throughout.  Census Tract 462 is 4.5 square miles, comprises a 740.9 population density per square mile ratio and covers the largely industrial and commercial areas of the City of Blythe.  Tract 462 exhibits a minority population trend to concentrate in largely industrial areas due to income level and housing costs.  As with Census Tract 458, this area will experience only minor temporary construction related noise and traffic increases due to BEP II.  BEP II poses no human health or disproportionate unmitigatable environmental impacts to Census Tract 458 or 462.  

There is a residential area called Mesa Verde located approximately two miles southwest of the project site.  No significant environmental impacts of the project have been identified related to Mesa Verde.  However, mitigation measures will be used to ensure the BEP project does not affect local wells nor housing availability in the Mesa Verde area.  Additionally, local Blythe economist Quinton Hanson estimates local unemployment rates at 11.6 to 12 percent. Mr. Hanson expressed concern regarding the potential economic impacts of proposed large scale land fallowing programs (unrelated to BEP or BEP II) in the area.  By his estimates, there could be a potential loss of 200-450 local agricultural worker employment opportunities in the area.  Mr. Hanson states that projects such as BEP and BEP II are critical to help offset potential job losses on the local community (Hanson 2001). 

No disproportionate impacts to local public services or utility sections are expected in either of the 50 percent minority designation areas.  All potential impacts to localized resources have been identified and fully mitigated; including a protection strategy for local groundwater supplies and air quality emission credit compliance for the air basin.  Additionally, the California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) CalSites Database and the Cortese List were reviewed on December 13, 2001.  An informational fact sheet on the databases from DTSC is attached as Appendix 7.6.  

A number of leaking underground storage tank sites were listed on the Cortese List.  All of these were gas stations, auto repair shops, or garages.  These are widely spaced and do not pose a significant hazard to residents.  Two other sites were listed on the CalSites Database.  Both sites were crop dusting operations, one on 20th Avenue, and one on W. 14th Avenue, and the list indicated that there was no further action necessary for the concerns raised for those sites.  Figure 7.6-9 shows the location of the So Cal Gas compressor station, which is the only permitted pollution source within 6 miles of BEP II.  There are no existing sources of contamination in the Blythe area that would make that area especially affected by hazardous materials or contamination.  

In summary, review of census data for the Blythe Energy Project area does not show either minority or low-income issues associated with the project.  Although census data indicated minority populations exceeding 50 percent in two of the five Census Tracts analyzed, the overall analysis indicated the BEP II would not have a disproportionately adverse effect on the overall minority community in the UGA or project area.  Therefore, no environmental justice impacts from construction and operation of the BEP II are anticipated, and the project complies with the requirements of the CEC related to environmental justice.

7.6.4
Proposed Conditions of Certification

Several methods will be used to reduce any socioeconomic impacts.  The proposed conditions are the same as those being applied to the original BEP.  The proposed conditions are presented below.

SOCIO-1  The project owner shall pay the statutory school impact development fee as required at the time of filing for the "in lieu" building permit.

Verification:  The project owner shall provide proof of payment of the statutory development fee to the Compliance Project Manager (CPM) in the next Monthly Compliance Report following the payment.

SOCIO-2  The project owner and its contractors and subcontractors shall make a good faith effort to recruit employees and procure materials and supplies within the Blythe area, unless

· To do so will violate federal and/or state statutes;

· The materials and/or supplies are not available; or

· Qualified employees for specific jobs or positions are not available; or

· There is a reasonable basis to hire someone for a specific position from outside the local area.

Verification:  Five days prior to the start of construction, or a lesser time as mutually agreed to by the project owner and the CPM, the project owner shall submit to the Energy Commission Compliance Project Manager (CPM) copies of guidelines stating hiring and procurement requirements and procedures.  In addition, the project owner shall notify the Energy Commission CPM in each Monthly Compliance Report of the reasons for any planned procurement of materials or hiring outside the local regional area that will occur during the next two months.  The Energy Commission CPM shall review and comment on the submittal as needed. 

7.6.5
LORS Compliance

7.6.5.1
Federal

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulates Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations.

An analysis to determine whether environmental justice concerns were present in the BEP vicinity was conducted using an appropriate unit of geographic analysis (UGS) within the BEP vicinity.  BEP II shares the same UGS as BEP.

A determination was made in 99-AFC-8 for the BEP, and later in a California Energy Commission (CEC) environmental justice analysis, that the BEP would not have a disproportionately adverse effect on minority and low-income populations in the vicinity.

7.6.5.2
State and Local

California State Planning Law, Government Code Sections 65302 et seq., requires that each City and County adopt a General Plan consisting of seven mandatory elements to guide its physical development.  The City of Blythe does not have laws, ordinances, or regulations specifically governing the socioeconomic aspects of a project.  

The California Environmental Quality Act (Appendix G) addresses guidelines for socioeconomic issues relating to population and housing.

There are no local laws, ordinances, or regulations specifically governing the socioeconomic aspects of this project.

7.6.5.3
Involved Agencies and Agency Contacts

A list of contacts for agencies involved in socioeconomics issues is provided in Table 7.6-10.

	Table 7.6-10

Involved Agencies and Agency Contacts

	Agency
	Contact
	Title
	Phone Number

	Riverside County Office of Planning and Zoning
	Paul Clark
	Senior Planner
	(760) 863-7055

	City of Blythe
	Anthony Cde Bacca
	Chief Building Official
	(760) 922-5978

	City of Blythe
	Helen Colbert
	Director of Finance
	(760) 922-6161

	City of Blythe
	Leann Martin
	Deputy Finance Officer
	(760) 922-6161

	Blythe Police Department
	Robert Grady
	Police Captain
	(760) 922-1462

	Palo Verde Unified School District
	Michael Gilmore
	Assistant Superintendent
	(760) 922-4164

	Palo Verde Community College District
	Christy Smith
	Registrar
	(760) 922-6168

	Riverside County Auditor/Controllers Office
	Susan Warner
	Senior Accountant
	(760) 955-3841

	U.S. Border Patrol
	Dan Moser
	Patrol Agent in Charge
	(760) 922-6715


No permits related to socioeconomics would be required for BEP II.  However, the project would be required to pay a school impact development fee, as described in the proposed conditions of certification.  This fee is expected to be similar to the amount of approximately $18,000 paid by BEP.
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Figure 7.6-1

Percent Change of Labor Force for Riverside County (EDD)
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Figure 7.6-2

Unemployment Rate for Riverside County (EDD)
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Figure 7.6-3

Percentage Change Total Nonfarm Employment for Riverside County
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Figure 7.6-4

Riverside County Employment by Industry
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Figure 7.6-5
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Riverside County General Fund Expenditures by Function (Fiscal Year 1997-1998)
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Source: Welcome to Riverside County, California. (Internet: http://www.co.riverside.ca.us/taxes.asp.)

FIGURE 7.6-6
Map of 1990 U.S. Census Bureau Tracts Near the Blythe Energy Project

Figure 7.6-7 Racial Breakdown of Population

Figure 7.6-8 Income Breakdown of Population

Figure 7.6-9
Permitted Pollution Sources within 6 miles of BEP II
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� Commission Decision 99-AFC-8


� See Blythe Petition for Amendment I-B, dated November 23, 2001.
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