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BACKGROUND
The cultural resources section of the AFC states “BEP II is entirely within the BEP site boundary of the Expansion site currently being processed by the CEC as an amendment to BEP.”  BEP II will connect to the Buck Boulevard substation, the El Paso natural gas source through BEP, and other BEP facilities.  The AFC states that it contains “a detailed description of the cultural setting for the entire 152-acre site,” and “a description of the archeological surveys conducted recently for the 76-acre (10 plus 66 acre) expansion area…”  Figure 2.0-3 and 2.0-4 in the Project Description section indicates the proposed plant location as both the expansion area and the BEP project site.  The information in the AFC appears to be inconsistent.

DATA REQUEST 27.  Please provide a clear statement of the project area for the analysis that includes all project components.

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST 27.
The BEP II project will be located adjacent to the existing Blythe Energy Project (hereinafter referred to as BEP), which is owned by Blythe Energy, LLC (FPL Energy) and was previously licensed by the California Energy Commission on March 21, 2001.

The BEP II power island will be located within the BEP site boundary, which covers 152 acres and includes the original 76-acre BEP site, the former 10-acre laydown area, and the 66-acre expansion area (both added to BEP through project amendments 1A and 1B).   The BEP II power island will be located approximately 600 feet south and 800 feet west of the BEP power island.  Although this area was added to the BEP site, it is owned by Caithness Blythe II, LLC (CB II) the applicant for the BEP II Application for Certification.

BEP II will require no additional off-site linear facilities because it will interconnect on-site with existing BEP approved transmission and natural gas pipelines.  Thus all electrical and natural gas transmission facilities will be located within the existing, approved 152-acre area.  Natural gas will be supplied to BEP II from the natural gas pipeline on the BEP site.  BEP II will be electrically interconnected to the Western Buck Boulevard Substation, located at the northeastern corner of the BEP site.  Storm water from the BEP II site will be connected by a culvert to the BEP storm water retention basin.  These interconnections between BEP and BEP II are shown on the BEP II site plan (Figure 2.0-4 –provided in the cover letter of the BEP II Response to Data Requests).

The cultural resources impact assessment presented in the BEP II AFC focuses on those resources present on the BEP II site.  Although the Existing Environment section addresses the cultural setting and cultural resources investigations completed by BEP for the original 76-acre site, the surveys and impact assessment for BEP II addresses only those cultural resources found on the CB II property.

DATA REQUEST 28.  Please provide a full description of the physical environment that describes the entire project area.

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST 28.
The BEP site consists of the original 76 acres licensed by the CEC in March 2001 and an additional 76 acres added as part of Amendments 1A and 1B.  BEP II will be constructed primarily on SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1 the western 76-acre site owned by CB II.  It includes 66-acres of undeveloped land, as well as a 10-acres of developed land directly adjacent to the BEP site that had been used as laydown area for BEP construction.  These areas sit on the edge of Palo Verde Mesa, which are at an elevation of 330 feet above mean sea level (MSL).  The 66-acre plot is largely undeveloped with the exception of the placement of excess soil material resulting from the construction of BEP, although there is an adjacent portion of a sewage disposal facility to the southwest of the project site.

BEP II will connect with electrical transmission, natural gas pipeline, and storm drain facilities on the 152 acre BEP site through extensions of these BEP facilities to accommodate BEP II.  These accommodations are described in the BEP II Application for Certification.  The cultural resources on the BEP site have been described extensively in the BEP Application for Certification and in subsequent reports.  None of the cultural resources on the original 76 BEP site were found to be of historic significance.

The cultural resource survey of the BEP II site identified one previously unrecorded cultural resource site (CA-RIV-6725H) and one previously recorded site (CA-RIV-6370H) within the 66-acre expansion area.  CA-RIV-6725H is a refuse scatter of historic age that probably represents a small dump location.  CA-RIV-6370H represents an historic refuse deposit associated with World War II activity at the Blythe Airport.  These cultural resources are described in the Application for Certification.  CB II is currently evaluating the potential historical significance of CA-RIV-6725H through historical research and evaluation of materials collected from this area during recent investigations.  

Three transmission lines cross through the project area and are described in the Application for Certification.  They include the Blythe-Eagle Mountain line that crosses through the south central portion of the project in an east/ west direction and is not of historic age. The Imperial Irrigation District ‘F’ Line and the Blythe-Knob power lines parallel each other and cross the project area in the southeastern corner of the BEP II project area (see Figure 2.0-4 – Provided with Cover Letter).  The ‘F-Line’ power line lacks the integrity to qualify as eligible for the National Register.  The Blythe-Knob line was built with standard wood-pole, H-frame structures and other standard materials and design that had been in use for many years prior to 1951 and continued to be used until today.  As such they retain their integrity of location, design, setting, feeling, and association.  The lines, however, have been subjected to routine maintenance since they were built, affecting their physical integrity of materials and workmanship.  They are marginally associated with the development of water in the Western United States, but evidence has not been found that the lines significantly affected or influenced any historic event or pattern.  None of the transmission lines associated with the Blythe Substation are distinctive for architectural or engineering features.  Based upon the above information, neither the ‘F’-Line nor the Blythe-Knob line are considered eligible for the National Register or California Register.  This was the conclusion of Staff’s review of the BEP Application for Certification.

The project region consists of several river terraces.  The 76-acre site is located on an intermediate terrace of Palo Verde Mesa.  The eastern edge of the Palo Verde Mesa, including the 66-acre and 10-acre areas, is underlain by older alluvium belonging to the Chemehuevi Formation.  These nonmarine deposits are of Pleistocene age.  Within the project area, these deposits consist of interbedded sedimentary rocks including pink to reddish-brown siltstones, fine-grained friable sandstones and poorly sorted lenses of pebble to cobble conglomerates (Wagner 1999). 

The Colorado River is the dominant water resource in the region and probably supplied the needs of Native Americans in the project area.  The Colorado River drains a huge area and typically flooded between May and July.  The river typically carried large loads of silt, and at flood stage it often overflowed its banks, depositing massive amounts of silt along its lower course (McGuire and Schiffer 1982).

DATA REQUEST 29.  Please provide survey information for all surveys that have been completed within the entire project area, the survey methodology, and the results of the surveys.

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST 29.
The Cultural Resources Attachment (Attachment 29-1) provides survey information for the surveys completed in the project area, including the survey methodology and results.  This includes studies done for BEP as well as those completed for the BEP amendments, fire access needs, and BEP II.

BACKGROUND

The Blythe Energy Project was required to make improvements to Riverside Drive and other improvements outside of the project area.  In addition, BEP incorporated an additional 10 acres for a laydown area.

DATA REQUEST 30.  Please describe all areas (ancillary areas) outside of the project area where improvements alterations, or other ground disturbing activities would take place.

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST 30.
BEP's improvements to Riverside Drive were required as a result of the City of Blythe's Fire Needs Assessment.  The Fire Needs Assessment was prepared subsequent to licensing as a result of the City's site plan review.  The City's review of BEP II site plan is being performed by the Planning Review Commission and may require certain improvements to the section of Riverside Drive which abuts the northern boundary of the BEP II property to facilitate access to the site from this public road.  This work may require widening of Riverside Drive along the BEP II northern site boundary to the same width as the portion which abuts BEP northern boundary (approximately 40 feet of pavement within the existing 60 foot wide City Right of Way).

The Planning Review Commission may require a small amount of landscaping along the northern perimeter of the Cultural Avoidance Fence.  Because widening of Riverside and the landscaping work may encroach on site CA-RIV-6370H, an area that is being evaluated for its eligibility for nomination to the National Register and California Register, and as required by the Memorandum of Agreement signed by Caithness Blythe II and the regulatory agencies, CB II will work closely with Western, the CEC, and SHPO to evaluate potential impacts to this site, required investigations, and any required mitigation measures.  If the City of Blythe requires road widening and landscaping, these activities could potentially require mitigation of any areas containing artifacts along the northern edge of Riverside Drive through collection and curation of any artifacts and monitoring of construction.  CB II is presently preparing an evaluation of the eligibility of CA-RIV-6370H for use by Western, SHPO, and the CEC in the Section 106 and CEQA processes.

The City of Blythe may also require landscaping to be planted along the southern boundary of the project along West Hobsonway and along the western boundary adjacent to the security fence.  This work would not impact any potential cultural resources.

DATA REQUEST 31.  If any areas outside of the project area would be required, please provide a cultural resources survey for that area.

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUST 31.
The areas described in the response to Data Request No. 30 (1) between the northern boundary of the Cultural Avoidance Fence and Riverside Drive and (2) between West Hobsonway and the southern perimeter fence and (3) the western boundary of the site have been addressed in the cultural resources survey reports that have been submitted as part of the CEC's application process (see Cultural Resources Survey Report dated April 2002).  Therefore, no additional cultural resources surveys are needed.  The previous surveys and related reports have been described and listed in response to Data Request No. 29.  All of the areas in question were covered by walking transects of the project site that extended beyond the property line in order to be conservative and protective of any cultural resources close to the project boundary.  With the exception of the areas of CA-RIV-6370H just south of Riverside Drive, no potential cultural resources were identified in these areas. 
 If the City of Blythe requires Riverside Avenue be paved to a 40 foot width along the BEP II site, CB II will undertake and provide a cultural resources survey of the affected area  (less than one acre) to the CEC Staff.
DATA REQUEST 32.  If any cultural resources are located within the ancillary areas, please evaluate the resource for eligibility for the California Register of Historical Resources (CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a) (3) (A) and) and the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR Part 60.4).  

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST 32.
The only potential resource located within the project site or adjacent areas is site CA-RIV-6370H.  This site is currently being evaluated by the applicant for its eligibility for the California Register of Historical Resources (CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(a) (3) (A) and) and the National Register of Historic Places (36 CFR Part 60.4).  As required by the Memorandum of Agreement, a report will be submitted for use by Western, CEC and SHPO in determining eligibility.
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