Socioeconomics


Technical Area: Socioeconomics

Author: James Fore

BACKGROUND

The AFC for the Blythe Energy Project - Phase II indicates that the Blythe - Phase I project paid a school impact fee of $17,780,37.  Blythe II will be required to pay a statutory school impact development fee at the time of filing for the “in lieu” building permit.

DATA REQUEST 46.  Please supply information on the amount of the school impact fee that Blythe II expects to pay.

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST 46.
The following table identifies the building area subject to the school impact development fee calculation:  

	Building
	Area (in square feet)

	
	

	Gas/Steam Turbine Building  
	33,389 sf

	Administration Building 
	  5,960 sf

	Warehouse 1st Floor
	  6,000 sf

	Warehouse 2nd Floor
	  2,892 sf

	Water Treatment Electrical 
	     480 sf

	Fire Pump Building 
	  1,276 sf

	Boiler Feed 
	  2,708 sf

	Chemistry Laboratory 
	     200 sf

	Chiller Building 
	  5,280 sf (not included in BEP II)

	
	

	TOTAL
	52,865 sf


The school impact fee is $0.34/square foot.  

$0.34 X 61,035 sf  =  $17,974.10 school impact fee

Some structures listed above may not be constructed for the Blythe Energy Project Phase II facility depending on the final Operation and Maintenance strategy.  Prior to start of construction however, this strategy will be known and the actual school impact fee will be calculated based on the square footages above and paid to the City of Blythe.  However, if all of the structures are constructed, the amount that the project would be required to pay as a school impact fee would be $17,974.10.  

BACKGROUND

The AFC for Blythe Energy Project - Phase II indicates that the County of Riverside and the City of Blythe will benefit from the sales tax collected for purchases in the City and County.  The City and County will also benefit from property taxes that must be paid by the project, which are not addressed in the AFC.

DATA REQUEST 47.  Please provide an estimate of the annual sales taxes for purchases in the City and County for both construction and operation.

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST 47.
The total California State sales tax for purchases in the City and County during construction (over a two year period) is estimated at $2.5 million.  The annual sales tax during operation is estimated at $100,000.   

DATA REQUEST 48.  Please provide an estimate of the annual property taxes to be paid by the project.

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST 48.
The annual property tax for the project would be approximately $2.0 million. 

BACKGROUND

During construction of the Blythe Energy Project - Phase II the AFC has identified two additional construction projects.  The possible construction of a water treatment plant for the City of Blythe and the current construction activity for the Palo Verde Community College campus that is to be completed in 2005. 

DATA REQUEST 49.  Please indicate the expected workforce required for these projects and what cumulative impact the construction activity for these projects could have on available labor pool, housing, community services, and schools.

RESPONSE TO DATA REQUEST 49.
The design phase is about to commence for the City of Blythe Water Treatment Plant. Construction is scheduled to start April 1, 2003 with a 6-month duration.  The total project cost will be approximately 6.5 million dollars. The average work force is expected to be in the 10 to 15 workers during the construction period. Since approximately half of the workers are expected to be local to the area, the cumulative impact on the available labor pool, housing, community services and schools is not expected to be significant.

The bond for the Palo Verde Community College Expansion Project is on the November ballet at approximately 6.0 million dollars.  If passed, the construction is scheduled to commence in July 2003 and end in February 2004 with an average work force of 25 to 30 workers. Again, since approximately half of the workers are expected to be from the local area, the cumulative impact on the available labor pool, housing, community services and schools is not expected to be significant.
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