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On November 22, 2005, Walnut Creek Energy, LLC (WCE), a wholly-owned subsidiary of Edison Mission Energy, submitted an Application for Certification (AFC) for the proposed Walnut Creek Energy Park (WCEP). WCE proposes to build a 500 megawatt natural gas-fired simple-cycle power plant in the City of Industry (Los Angeles County). The proposed project would use recycled water for cooling and other plant processes and would connect to the Southern California Edison (SCE) electrical transmission grid through a 230 kilovolt connection with the SCE Walnut Substation. The project is designed as a peaking facility to meet electric generation load during periods of high demand.
Staff’s initial data adequacy review of the AFC determined that it did not meet all the requirements listed in Title 20, section 1704, and Division 2, Chapter 5, Appendix B of the California Code of Regulations for the 12-month process. Specifically, the AFC was deficient in six of 23 areas: Air Quality; Project Overview; Socioeconomics; Transmission System Engineering; Visual Resources; and Water Resources. Subsequent to publishing our December 21, 2005 recommendation that the Commission deem the AFC data inadequate, WCE informally provided a draft AFC Supplement on January 10, 2006 (docketed on January 13th), and provided confidential air quality information under separate cover on January 12th. Staff’s review of the supplemental information has determined that the AFC now meets the above-listed requirements in all 23 technical disciplines.
Attached is a summary table and revised data adequacy worksheets for the six technical disciplines previously determined to be data inadequate, reflecting that the supplemental information submitted by WCE makes the AFC adequate.
At the Energy Commission’s business meeting on January 18, 2006, I will recommend that the Energy Commission accept the Walnut Creek Energy Park AFC with the supplemental information as data adequate, and request that a Committee be appointed.
If you have any questions, please call Eric Knight, staff’s Project Manager, at (916) 653-1850.
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