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Visual Resources

I. Introduction
A. Names
Randy Baysinger, Jim McLucas, Gary Rubenstein

B. Purpose
This testimony proposes changes to Condition of Certification VIS-6 to reflect the design
specifications of the cooling tower the Turlock Irrigation District (TID) prefers to
procure.

C. Qualifications
Our qualifications are summarized more completely in the attached resumes (Appendix
A).

II. Summary
TID is seeking modification to Condition of Certification VIS-6 contained in the Final
Staff Assessment and Presiding Member’s Proposed Decision. This condition requires, in
part, that final design specifications for the cooling tower be submitted to ensure that the
cooling tower is designed so that plume frequency will not increase from the cooling
tower design as originally analyzed by the CEC Staff.

In response to a request for proposals for the Walnut Energy Center cooling tower, TID
received a bid for a tower that is preferable, but which is not consistent with proposed
Condition of Certification VIS-6. This tower is significantly less expensive than the
tower design originally analyzed by the CEC Staff, and procurement of this tower will
save money for TID’s ratepayer-owners. This monetary savings is significant, especially
given that the proposed changes will have no significant environmental effects and will
comply with LORS.

TID has assembled the following design specifications for this alternative cooling tower:
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adverse impact associated with the potential formation of visible water vapor plumes
associated with the project.
TID also proposes minor revisions to the verification language. These proposed revisions
allow TID to order the cooling tower “at risk.” Specifically, TID will be allowed to order
the cooling tower now, but TID remains “at risk” regarding: (1) the Committee and then
the full Commission’s approval of the requested revisions, pre-certification; and (2) the
Staff’s notification that the cooling tower meets the design criteria, post-certification. It is
essential for TID to procure the cooling tower at this time to maintain its construction
schedule and on-line date for the project.

Consequently, TID proposes to revise VIS-6 as follows:

VIS-6 The project owner shall ensure that the Walnut Energy Center cooling
tower is designed and operated so that the plume frequency will not
increase from the design as certified.

The cooling tower shall be designed so that the exhaust air flow rate per
heat rejection rate (1) will not be less than 15.0 16.7 kilograms per second
per megawatt when the ambient temperatures are between 32 and 46 80
degrees F.; and (2) will not be less than 19.0 kilograms per second per
megawatt when the ambient temperatures are greater than 46 degrees F
and less than 80 degrees F.

Verification: At least 30 days prior to ordering construction of foundations for the
cooling towers, the project owner shall provide to the CPM for review the final
design specifications of the cooling tower related to plume formation. The project
owner shall not order begin construction of the cooling tower foundation until
notified by the CPM that the two design requirements above have has been
satisfied.

The project owner shall provide a written certification in each Annual Compliance
Report to demonstrate that the cooling towers have has consistently been
operated within the above-specified design parameters, except as necessary to
prevent damage to the cooling tower. If determined to be necessary to ensure
operational compliance, based on legitimate complaints received or other
physical evidence of potential non-compliant operation, the project owner shall
monitor the cooling tower operating parameters in a manner and for a period as
specified by the CPM. For each period that the cooling tower operation
monitoring is required, the project owner shall provide to the CPM the cooling
tower operating data within 30 days of the end of the monitoring period. The
project owner shall include with this operating data an analysis of compliance
and shall provide proposed remedial actions if compliance cannot be
demonstrated.






















