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8.2 Biological Resources


8.2 BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Biological resources were assessed within 1,000 feet of project-related linear corridors and one mile of the power plant facility.  The impact assessment for biological resources included informal consultation with resource management agencies, literature review, and field surveys.  This section is reported as follows:

Section 8.2.1 describes the local and regional biological resources surrounding the site that may be potentially affected by the Project.

Section 8.2.2 evaluated the Project’s impact on biological resources.

Section 8.2.3 describes the impact on biological resources due to the facilities permanent closure.

Section 8.2.4 presents the cumulative impact from other nearby projects.

Section 8.2.5 describes any needed mitigation measures for the Project.

Section 8.2.6 describes all applicable LORS.

Section 8.2.7 lists the agency contacts used to address biological resource issues.

Section 8.2.8 discusses biological resource permits required.

Section 8.2.9 lists the references related to biological resource issues.

8.2.1 Affected Environment

Biological resources evaluated for potential effects by the proposed project area include vegetative communities, wildlife, and associated habitats in the Los Angeles Basin.

8.2.1.1 Regional Environment

The Los Angeles Basin lies between the Transverse Ranges geomorphic province and the Peninsular Ranges geomorphic province of California.  This portion of the Basin is bounded by the Santa Monica Mountains to the north, the Whittier Fault to the east, the San Joaquin Hills to the south, and the Pacific Ocean to the west.

Since the time of the European settlement, the vegetation has been dramatically altered, invaded with non-native species and replaced by urban development.  Animal populations that have not been eliminated have been greatly diminished, and most species have been displaced.

Scrub and chaparral habitats were historically plentiful in the Los Angeles Basin.  Coastal sage scrub, composed of low woody shrubs of varying species located on dry slopes, was historically the dominant habitat in the drier, upland areas in the project vicinity.  Because the area has been developed for over 100 years, native vegetation has been eliminated from the project vicinity (see Figure 8.2-1).  The Los Angeles River, located approximately ¾-mile northeast of the site, has been channelized into a fully lined concrete canal. Riparian and freshwater habitats have not been present for many years.

8.2.1.2 Local Environment

The following is a discussion of the habitat community types found within the project area and its vicinity.  Figure 8.2-2 shows the surrounding land use of the power plant site.  Because the area is primarily industrial, biological resources such as communities, denning or nesting sites, population concentrations, migration corridors, breeding habitats, and the presence of special-status species are extremely limited.

Surveys were completed June 14, 2001 and October 24, 2001, by qualified biologists (for references see Appendix I).  Because there are no habitats or natural communities present on the project site or within the one-mile radius study area, California Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) Natural Diversity Database Survey Forms, California Native Species Field Survey Forms, and California Natural Community Field Survey Forms are not necessary and are not provided in this section.

8.2.1.2.1 Power Plant

Station A is located on 50th Street in the City of Vernon, in the County of Los Angeles, California.  Station A is bordered by train tracks and industrial warehouses to the north.  To the east the site is bordered by Soto Street, beyond which are industrial facilities and warehouses.  To the south the site is bordered by East 50th Street, beyond which are industrial facilities and warehouses.  To the west the site is bordered by Seville Avenue, beyond which is a railyard and storage facility.

The existing site has been fully disturbed by industrial activities.  Buildings or existing structures associated with the power plant occupy approximately 45 percent of the site, 10 percent is paved, and the remaining 45 percent has been graded to accommodate the proposed structures.  A list of species identified on the MGS property is shown in Table 8.2-1.
The proposed parking and laydown areas for the power plant construction and pipeline installation are located on the southeast corner of Soto Avenue and 50th Street and on Seville Avenue, to the west of Station A.  The areas are paved and do not support biological resources. 

The majority of areas within the one-mile radius of the power plant are used for industrial purposes and are currently fully disturbed.  After surveying the area by car, it was concluded that no native or special-status biological resources are expected to be located within one mile of the project.

8.2.1.2.2 Natural Gas and Sewer Pipeline Corridor

The proposed natural gas and sewer pipelines will each be approximately 1,100 feet in length and will be laid from the intersection of Fruitland Avenue and Seville Avenue north along Seville Avenue to the MGS.  The natural gas pipeline will supply MGS and the sewer pipeline will connect to the LACSD sewer system.  The pipelines will be along city streets bordering industrial property.
8.2.1.2.3 Reclaimed Water Pipeline Corridor

The proposed reclaimed water pipeline will run from the Project site near the intersection of Seville Avenue and 50th Street to the intersection of 50th Street and Boyle Avenue, and then from the intersection of Boyle Avenue and 50th Street to the intersection of Boyle Avenue/State Street and Randolph Street where it will turn eastward and continue to the intersection of Randolph Street and Newell Street, the location of the reclaimed water source.  From the Project site, the pipeline will run westerly for 400 feet out to the street, then southerly along Seville Avenue for 350 feet, then easterly along 50th Street for 2,800 feet, then southerly along Boyle Avenue/State Street for 5,200 feet, and finally easterly along Randolph Street for 1,300 feet to the reclaimed water source.  The pipeline will most likely run along the eastern curb line of Seville Avenue, northern curb line of 50th Street, eastern curb line of Boyle Avenue/State Street and northern curb line of Randolph Street.
8.2.1.3 Special Status Species

The designation of special-status species includes federal and state-listed species under the federal Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 USC Section 1531, et seq.) and California Endangered Species Act of 1984 (Fish and Game Code, Section 2050, et seq.); species proposed for those listings; federal sensitive species; California species of special concern; and plant species designated as Rare, Threatened, or Endangered by the California Native Plant Society (CNPS).

CEC guidelines call for the identification of special status species potentially affected by a proposed power project within one mile of the plant site and 1,000 feet from the outer edge of linear facilities.  Based on a review of the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) in May 2001, there are no special status species within a one-mile radius of the power plant site, or from either side of the natural gas, sewer, and reclaimed water pipeline routes.  In addition, based on a review of the area surrounding the power plant, there is no native habitat that would support special status species within a mile of the site.

8.2.1.4 Wetlands and Water Resources

A survey of the site and within the one-mile radius indicates that there are no wetland resources present.  The nearest water resource is the Los Angeles River, located approximately ¾-mile northeast of the site.  The river has been channelized into a fully-lined concrete canal.  Riparian and freshwater habitats have not been present for many years.
Surveys within 0.25 mile from either side of the natural gas, sewer, and reclaimed water pipeline routes indicated that there are no wetland resources present.  Again, the nearest water resource to the pipeline routes is the Los Angeles River.
8.2.2 Environmental Consequences

No impacts to biological resources will occur from construction of the plant or operation of the plant and associated pipelines. 

8.2.2.1 Construction Phase Impacts

8.2.2.1.1 Power Plant Site

The MGS will require the installation of new equipment.  No vegetation, other than decorative plants at the building within the fenceline of the power plant is currently located on the power plant site laydown or parking areas.  Thus, no sensitive biological resources are expected to be disturbed.

8.2.2.1.2 Natural Gas and Sewer Pipelines

Potential pipeline impacts will be minimal due to placement of the pipeline in existing city streets along industrial properties.  Parking areas for pipeline construction will be located on the paved lot on the southeast corner of Soto Avenue and 50th Street, and laydown will be on Seville Avenue to the west of Station A.  Impacts to biological resources are not expected to occur.

8.2.2.1.3 Reclaimed Water Pipeline

Potential pipeline impacts will be minimal due to placement of the pipeline in existing city streets along industrial properties.  Laydown and parking areas for reclaimed water pipeline construction will be located in existing paved areas near industrial land uses.  Impacts to biological resources are not expected to occur.

8.2.2.2 Operational Impacts

Due to the highly disturbed nature of the area and lack of biological resources, operation of the Project and ancillary pipelines will not cause adverse biological impacts.  Reclaimed water will be obtained via a new pipeline from the CBMWD, and disposed of using the sanitary sewer.  Impacts to natural sources are not expected to occur.  Native fish and wildlife species of commercial and/or recreational value are not present in the area and, therefore, would not be impacted by the Project.

8.2.3 Abandonment/Closure

No adverse biological impacts would occur due to the closure of the power plant site.  Likewise, there would be no impacts to biological resources from abandonment in place or removal of the ancillary pipelines.

8.2.4 Cumulative Impacts

Due to the highly disturbed nature of the area and lack of biological resources, cumulative impacts from the proposed project would not occur.

8.2.5 Mitigation Measures

As there are no biological resources within the property boundary, mitigation measures are not proposed. Measures such as off-site mitigation, educational programs, and compliance or monitoring programs are not required.

8.2.6 LORS

Federal, state, and local LORS related to biological resources that potentially apply to the project are discussed in this section.  Table 8.2-2 provides a list of the primary applicable LORS, and the section in which compliance is demonstrated.

8.2.7 Involved Agencies and Agency Contacts

Because the site has been disturbed for nearly 70 years and there are no open areas for vegetation or habitat and no proposed water crossings, agencies such as the CDFG or United States Fish and Wildlife Service have not been contacted, but are listed in Table 8.2-3.

8.2.8 Permits Required and Permit Schedule

Since the Project is not proposing to cross or disturb any streams or rivers or disturb special status species, permits are not required.
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Table 8.2-1
List of Species Identified at the Malburg Generating Station Property

	Common Name
	Scientific Name

	Plants

	Silver Dollar Eucalyptus
	Eucalyptus polyanthemos

	Liquidambar
	Liquidambar styraciflua

	Loquat
	Eriobotrya japonica

	Navel Orange
	Citrus sinensis

	Schefflera
	Tupidanthus calyptratus

	Olive
	Olea sp.

	Gazenia
	Gazenia linearis

	Pink Lady
	Raphiolepsis indica

	Carrotwood Tree
	Cupaniopsis anacardioides

	Crepe Myrtle
	Lagerstroemia indica

	Gardenia
	Gardenia sp.

	Birds

	Rock Dove (Pigeon)
	Columba livia

	American Crow
	Corvus brachyrhynchos


Table 8.2-2
LORS Applicable to Biological Resources

	LORS
	Applicability
	Conformance (Section)

	Federal

	Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 USC, Section 1531, et seq.) and implementing regulations, (50 CFR, Section 17.1, et seq.)
	Designates and provides for protection of threatened and endangered plants and animals and their critical habitat.
	8.2.1.3, 
8.2.2

	Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 USC Section 404, et seq.)
	Prohibits the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States without a permit. A 404 Nationwide Permit 12 is applicable for utility line placement near waters of the U.S. causing temporary discharge of material.
	No discharge planned, therefore Section 404 is not applicable

	Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands
	Requires governmental agencies to take action to minimize the destruction, loss, or degradation of wetlands, and to preserve and enhance the natural and beneficial values of wetlands in carrying out their responsibilities.
	8.2.1.4,
8.2.4

No wetland resources are present, therefore Executive order 11990 is not applicable

	California

	California Endangered Species Act of 1984 (Fish and Game Code, Section 2050, et seq.)
	Protects California’s endangered and threatened species.
	8.2.1.3,
8.2.3

	Streambed Alteration Agreement (Fish and Game Code Section 1603)
	Requires the Department to review any project planning to substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow or substantially change the bed, channel or bank of any river, stream or lake prior to commencement.
	No streambed alteration planned, therefore Section 1603 is not applicable

	20 CCR Section 1702 (q) and (v)
	Protects “areas of critical concern” and “species of special concern” identified by local, state, or federal resource agencies within the project area, including the California Native Plant Society.
	8.2.1.3, 
8.2.2.2,
8.2.4

No area of critical concern or species of special concern are present, therefore, 20 CCR Section 1702 (q) and (v) are not applicable.

	Local

	No local LORS have been identified for the City of Vernon
	
	


Table 8.2-3
Agency Contacts

	Issue
	Contact
	Title
	Telephone

	Section 7 or Section 10 Consultation
	Doug McPherson
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2730 Loker Avenue West
Carlsbad, CA 92008
	Field Supervisor
	(760) 431-9440

	Streambed Alteration Agreement, Special-Status Species take permit
	Charles F. Raysbrook
California Department of Fish & Game
4949 Viewridge Avenue
San Diego, CA 92123
	Regional Manager
	(858) 467-4201
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Regional Map of Biological Resources
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Power Plant and Adjacent Land Use
Malburg Generating Station
Vernon, California
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