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Subiect: Mohave Ground Squirrel Survey for the Victorville 2 Hybrid Power Plant Project
in the City of Viciorville

Dear Mr. Myers:

California Department of Fish and Game (Depariment) has reviswed the Mohave
Ground Squirrel Trapping Report prepared by you for the Victorville 2 Hybrid Power
Biant Project iocated on 250 acres located north of the Bouthern California Logistics
Airport, west of the Mojave River and east of Hwy 395 within the city of Victonvilie.
According to the report, you and your associates completed Mohave ground squirrel
(MGS) trapping consistent with the Department guidelines during the 2000 season. The
results of the trapping were negative. Given these results, the Department concurs that
the likelihcod of take of MGS due to site developmant is low and no take authorization
will be needed. This concurrence expires on year from the last date of MGS trapping on
site which was July 14, 2008. If ground disturbance activities do not occur prior 1o July
14, 2007, the praiect proponent must consult with the Department and may be required
1o re-survey andfor obtain an incidenial Take Permil.

This concurrence and the trapping results do not preciude the possibility of MGS
sccurring on the project site. If a MGS is seen andior found on site before or during
project implementation all work must stop and the Department must be contacted
immediately. Addilionaily, this letter does not constilute a release from legal obligations
associgted with any protecied spacies that may ocour on the sife,

Burrowing owls are known o occur in the proiect vicinity. As such, the project
proponent must complete burrowing owl surveys using accepltable protocols. The
results of the surveys must be submitted 1o the Depariment and the following miligation
should be adopted:

1. As compensation for the direct ioss of burrowing owl nesting and foraging
habitat, the project proponent shall mitigate by acquiring and permanentiy
protecting known burrowing owl nesting and foraging habiiat at the following
ration:

a) Replacement of occupied habitat with cccupied habital at 1.5 times 6.5

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870


vjimenez
Text Box
Attachment DR10-10


acres per pair or single birg,

b) Replacement of occupied habitat with habitat contiguous with occupiad
habitat at 2 times 8.5 acres per pair or single bird and/or;

¢} Replacement of occupied habitat with suitable unoccupied habitat at 3
times 6.5 acres per pair or single bird,

The preject proponent shall establish a non-wasting sndowment
account for the long-term management of the preservation site for
burrowing owls. The site shall be managed for the benefit of burrowing
owls. The preservation site, site management, and endowment shall
be approved by the Depariment.

2 Al owis associated with ccocupied burrows, that will be directly impacted
ftemporarily or permanently) by the project, shail be passively reipcated and

the foliowing measures shali be implemented {0 avoid take of owls:

a) Occupied burrows shall not be disturbed during the nesting season of
February 1 through August 31, uniaess a gualified biclogist can verify
through non-invasive methods that either the owis have not begun egg
laying and incubation or that juvenites from the ocoupied burrows are
forging independently and are capable of independent flight.

by Owis must be relocated by a gualified, permitted biclogist from any
occupied burrows that will be impacted by project activities. Once the
biologist has confirmed that the owls have left the burrow, burrows
should be excavated using hand tools and refilled 1o prevent
recocupation.

c) Al relocation shall be approved by the Depariment. The permitted
biologist shail monitor the relocated owls a minimum of three days per
waeak for a minimum of three wesks. A report summarizing the resulls
of the relocation and monitoring shall be submitted 1o the Department
within 30 days following completion of the reiocation and monitoring of
the owis.

3. A Burrowing Owl Mitigation and Monitoring Plan shall be submilted 1o the
Depariment for review and approval prior o relocation of owls. The
Burrowing Owl Mitigation and Monitoring Plan (Plan} shall describe proposed
relocation and monitoring plans. The Plan shail include the number and
location of cocupied burrow sites and detalis on adiacent or nearby sultable
nabiat available o owls for relocation. I no suilable habiial is available
nearby for relocation, details regarding the creation of artificial burrows
(numbers, location and type of burrows) shall also be included in the Plan.
The Plan shall aiso describe proposed off-sile areas o preserve



compensale for impacts 1o burrowing owisfoccupied burrows =t the project
site as required under Condilion 1.

Since this project will be impacting washes and drainages that drain into the Moiave
River at the Mojave Narrows Park, the project will require a Streambed Alteration
Agreement pursuant to Fish and Game Code §1800 &t seq. The Depariment has direct
authority under Fish and Game Code §1600 ef seq. inregard 1o any proposed activity
that would divert, obstruct, or affect the natural flow or change the bed, channel, or bank
of any waterway. Deparimental jurisdiction under §1600 ef. seq. may aoply 1o gl lands
within the 100-year fioodplain. Early consuttation is recommended, since modification
of the proposed project may be required o avoid or reduce iImpacts 1o fish and wiidife
resources within and adiacent to the Mojave Narrows Park.

if there are any questions regarding this letter or further coordination nesds, please fec!
free to contact me at {780) 855-8138.

Sincersly,

" Tonya Moore, Environmental Scientist
Habitat Conservation Program

oo MWir, Arrie BAchrach
ENSR Iniernational
1220 Avenida Acaso
Camarile, CA 93012
City of Viclorville
Planning Depariment
PO Box 5001
Victorville, CA 92393-5001
Ms. Denyse Racine, CDFG





