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The following answers are based on the Energy Commission’s interpretation of the questions received. It is the applicant’s responsibility to determine whether or not their particular proposed project is eligible for funding, by reviewing the Purpose of the solicitation. The Energy Commission cannot give advice as to whether or not your particular project is eligible for funding, because all proposal details are not known. 

Administrative

Q.1:	Can an entity that did not participate in the Pre-Application phase submit a Full Application?

A.1:	No, only passing pre-application abstracts posted on the Notice of Pre-Application Results will be eligible to submit a full application under Phase II.

Feedstocks and Hydrogen Production and Distribution

Q.2:	In order for a renewable electricity resource to be an eligible feedstock, must Renewable Energy Credits (RECs) be retired in both cases: (1) where the connection to a renewable resource is direct and (2) when using electricity from the grid?

A.2:	Yes, whether sourcing renewable electricity directly or from the grid, RECs must be retired in all cases where renewable electricity is the feedstock (e.g., for electrolysis systems).

Hydrogen Offtake

Q.3:	How shall applicants interpret and comply with the various instructions in the Solicitation Manual regarding off-take agreements, purchase commitments, and correspondence?

A.3:	Signed off-take agreements or purchase commitments are not required for the Full Application, but will impact scoring. If not confidential, the Applicant should provide in the Full Application Form the contact information for any prospective off-taker, to the best of their ability. The status of securing off-take agreements and the outcomes of any related correspondence with potential off-takers should be described in the Project Narrative, and will affect scoring under evaluation criteria “Project Readiness” and “Project Implementation”. Applications will be scored on how the role of strategic marketing partners, customers, and other partners ensure project success, including fuel off-take distribution to the California hydrogen refueling stations listed in Table 1 of the Application Manual; the degree to which the applicant has a viable and reasonable plan to match supply and demand; and the existence of an efficient and cost effective distribution plan.
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