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DISCLAIMER 

Staff members of the California Energy Commission prepared this 
report. As such, it does not necessarily represent the views of the 
California Energy Commission, its employees, or the State of 
California. The California Energy Commission, the State of 
California, its employees, contractors, and subcontractors make 
no warrant, express or implied, and assume no legal liability for 
the information in this report; nor does any party represent that 
the uses of this information will not infringe upon privately owned 
rights. This report has not been approved or disapproved by the 
California Energy Commission nor has the Commission passed 
upon the accuracy or adequacy of the information in this report. 
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ABSTRACT 

California’s Building Energy Efficiency Standards were adopted in 1976 and have 

been updated periodically as directed by statute. In 1975, the Department of 

Housing and Community Development adopted rudimentary energy conservation 

standards under State Housing Law authority that were a precursor to the first 

generation of the standards. However, the Warren-Alquist Act1 was passed one 

year earlier with explicit direction to the California Energy Commission (CEC), 

formally titled the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development 

Commission, to adopt and implement the standards. The CEC’s statute created 

separate authority and specific direction regarding what the standards are to 

address, what criteria are to be met in developing the Standards, and what 

implementation tools, aids, and technical assistance are provided. 

The standards contain energy and water efficiency requirements (and indoor air 

quality requirements) for newly constructed buildings, additions to existing 

buildings, and alterations to existing buildings. Public Resources Code Sections 

25402 subdivisions (a)-(b) and 25402.1 emphasize the importance of building 

design and construction flexibility by requiring the CEC to establish performance 

standards, in the form of an “energy budget” in terms of the energy consumption 

per square foot of floor space.  

Public Resources Code Section 25402.1 requires the CEC to support the 

performance standards with compliance tools for builders and building designers. 

The Alternative Calculation Method (ACM) Approval Manual adopted by regulation 

as an appendix of the Standards establishes requirements for input, output and 

calculational uniformity in the computer programs used to demonstrate compliance 

with the Standards. The CEC develops and makes publicly available free, public 

domain building modeling software to enable compliance based on modeling of 

building efficiency and performance. The ACM Approval Manual also includes 

provisions for private firms seeking to develop compliance software for approval by 

the CEC, which further encourages flexibility and innovation. 

  

 
1 Warren-Alquist Act 2022 Edition 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.energy.ca.gov%2Fpublications%2F2022%2Fwarren-alquist-act-2022-edition&data=04%7C01%7C%7C15750723936143a21b5d08da197ce3c3%7Cac3a124413f44ef68d1bbaa27148194e%7C0%7C0%7C637850321421231146%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=4jihu7pZoP4hq%2BSvw9PCh9It7PMmjJpZu7Shy%2FgP80g%3D&reserved=0
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

 

The Compliance Manuals are intended to help plans examiners, inspectors, 

owners, designers, builders, and energy consultants comply with and enforce 

California’s 2022 Building Energy Efficiency Standards. These manuals contain 

information supplemental to the code regulations themselves and contain copies of 

compliance documents (“forms”) used to demonstrate compliance. There are two 

compliance manuals: one for single-family homes and a second one for 

nonresidential building and multifamily homes. 

 


