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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good morning, Chair Hochschild, Vice Chair Gunda, and Commissioners. I am Sean Simon, a deputy director in the Siting, Transmission and Environmental Protection division. Today, I will provide background on the Western Renewable Energy Generation Information System (WREGIS), the independent tracking system for renewable energy certificates (REC) that serves California and other states and provinces in the Western Interconnection territory.

WREGIS is in the process of updating its IT systems and is encountering some stubborn technical issues that is impacting some California programs, so we thought it was important to provide an update today.   

I am joined by WREGIS Director Andrea Coon. 

(Next slide please)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The CEC established WREGIS as part of its early responsibilities implementing the Renewables Portfolio Standard Program (RPS).  
In 2006, the CEC entered a contract with WECC [spell out] to establish and provide administrative operations for WREGIS including (1) formalizing WREGIS Governance, (2) developing detailed WREGIS Administrative Operations and Program Requirements, 

The CEC has required the use of WREGIS since 2008 and WREGIS has been fully independent since XXXX

The RPS program is known mostly as a procurement program that requires utilities to provide specific amounts of electricity from renewable resources. Underlying that policy are four simple but essential tenets. 
A single “renewable energy credit (REC)” is created for each megawatt hour of generation from an RPS-eligible facility (as defined). 
RECs can be “traded” between market participants (at any value as determined by the buyer and seller), and 
RECs can be “retired” for compliance or other policy reasons and can only be used for this purpose once (no double counting), 
An independent system like WREGIS enables the above tenets and tracks the actions of market participants and facilitates reporting to regulatory agencies.

Last bullet – I represent the CEC on the WREGIS Committee, and I join staff at the monthly WREGIS Stakeholder Advisory Committee meetings. We also meet every other week w/ Director Coon. 






WREGIS Timeline
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e RPS Annual Reports (July 1)

e RPS Voluntary Allocation Market Offer

e RPS Annual Compliance Reports (CPUC, Aug 1)

e RPS Verification Analysis for Compliance Period 4 (2021-2024)

e Power Source Disclosure Annual Report (June 1)


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
WREGIS has been a great partner for California. Our RPS program has evolved over the years to include some complex policies and WREGIS has been able to meet our needs for over 15 years, and the integrity of the WREGIS system is an important part of our success.
 
The technical issues are impacting programs and market activities.
•Annual RPS reporting for compliance period 4, 2021 – 2024, has been suspended since last year for calendar year 2023. RPS verification [right term?] reports for all LSEs are due on July 1 each year, so we are approaching the reporting date for calendar year 2024.
•the Voluntary Allocation Market Offer program established by the CPUC to transfer RECs from the three large IOUs to smaller load serving entities in their service territory is also on hold.  FLUSH out  
•Finally, the power source disclosure program report provides important information to  consumers about the energy sources and greenhouse gas emissions associated with the electricity they use. Annual reports are due no later than June 1 so staff is setting a process to accommodate the WREGIS issue if it can’t be resolved in the very near future.
With that I will turn it over to Director Coon and then we will be available to answer any questions you may have.
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What Does WREGIS Do?

WREGIS issues and tracks Renewable Energy Certificates (REC) used to

verify compliance with regulatory and voluntary market programs by —
* Remaining policy-neutral;
= Using independent, verifiable, and reliable data;

= Protecting against double-counting to increase credibility and consumer

confidence; and

= Facilitating voluntary market participation with commercial trading of
WREGIS Certificates.
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Changing Software Platforms

= WREGIS changed software vendors in November of 2022 after a 2-
year long selection and build process.

= Reasons for the change included -
* API accessibility for customers.

* Additional functionality requested by programs within the WREGIS
footprint.

* Animprovement on user experience via an updated Ul and modern

design.
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Where Are We Now?

Top Functionality Issues:
* Certain certificate transfers are failing to complete.
* Customers are struggling to un-match and then re-match e-Tags.

* Over and under-created certificates caused by issues with our initial data
import and the release of adjustment functionality in the summer of 2023
still impacting a small number of generators.

We have mapped out 3 software releases that are expected to address
top compliance-related issues by the beginning of June.
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