DESERT

Renewable Energy

The State of California and the U.S. Department

of the Interior have established significant renew-
able energy and greenhouse gas reduction goals.
California is leading the way globally in addressing
climate change and is on track to meet its goal of
obtaining 50 percent of its energy from renewable
sources by 2030.

Renewable energy technologies recognized in

the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation Plan
(DRECP) include solar, wind and geothermal. The
plan identifies Development Focus Areas (DFASs),
which are areas with high renewable energy
potential and transmission access where sensitive
ecological and cultural resources impacts can be
avoided, minimized, or mitigated. The DFAs are
larger than necessary to accommodate the expected
renewable energy development in the desert. The
DFAs are designed to provide more permitting cer-
tainty and make survey and mitigation requirements
more predictable and efficient. DFAs do not typically
specify the type of renewable energy technology
(i.e., solar, wind and geothermal) that can be devel-
oped. The plan makes assumptions about the mix of
technologies for the purposes of analysis based on
existing restrictions, presence of renewable energy
resources and other factors. The DFAs will make

a significant contribution to the state’s renewable
energy goals, alongside development on private land
in the desert and elsewhere in the state.

CONSERVATION PLAN

Energy highlights of the DRECP include:

+ 388,000 acres of DFAs on BLM-managed
public lands for solar, wind and geothermal
development.

*+ More than 400,000 acres of additional lands
that could be considered for renewable energy
development, including Variance Process
Lands (40,000 acres), General Public Lands
(400,000 acres) and certain Extensive Recreation
Management Areas (35,000 acres).

+ Support demand of 8,000 megawatts on public
lands through 2040, and have the potential for up
to 27,000 megawatts if fully built out.

*+ By design, the DFAs:

+ Have predictable survey requirements and
simplified mitigation measures designed
to streamline the siting and permitting
process;

+ Provide clear, specific and standardized
project siting and design criteria;

* Are subject to predictable conservation
and management actions designed to help
projects avoid, minimize and compensate
for the effects of project construction, oper-
ation and decommissioning.




CONSERVATION PLAN
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\‘\ R ble Energy Devel
| - ment Focus Areas
@ Varisnce Process |
\ Base Layers
B Legisatively and Legally Protected Arsas
Military Expansion Mitigation
Military
, Open OHV Areas - Imperial Sand Dunes
LN =
iy , = Johnson Valley OHV Shared Use Area
Tribal Lands
- United States Bureau of Land Manag, 1
NOAA China Lake Expansion me
-:_-; CODCA Plan Boundary
Nevada B cor i
i
_ i
i
k|
1
o ns Life y
(i90 |
!
I. 1
1
A I
|
s |
s
e
¥
7l Mojaie
Calitornia ‘
: . 1 6
" /
! | Arizona
: - Darsiaw e E
- | -l,. Needses
5 West Mojave .
x> Lancaster
. % ;
Al
; \ I
95 !
" 1
W 1
T— |
[ |
= . | .
Eas iV, ‘i'd e, {
Blytheod
L
i e
P e @ iill@ e . i
Imperial Valley
P ‘L I |
Ocean <y !
) e Holtwilie o |
9 @ lexico.
4
e R ?I |
i
" MEXICO "
] 125 b5 S :
Wles - |
wonrees BT ey CEC T I BN 01 2], O (20T, USrWe (2073 2
FIGURE 8

DRECP LUPA Renewable Energy Designations

DRECP BLM Land Use Plan Amendment Septermber 2016



