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	[bookmark: _Ref533774998]Q1
	Are foreign companies allowed to apply to this solicitation?

	A1
	Yes.  However, out of country applicants must be aware of the following requirements: 
a) Section III.D.7. of the solicitation manual states that the budget must NOT identify that Energy Commission’s natural gas funds will be spent outside of the United States or for out of country travel.  However, match funds may cover these costs if there are no legal restrictions. 
b) [bookmark: _GoBack]Section II.A.3 requires that entities being recommended for approval at an Energy Commission (CEC)  Business Meeting be registered and in good standing with the California Secretary of State prior to its project being recommended for approval at an Energy Commission Business Meeting 
c) Section II.A.4  provides preference points for entities that meet the definition of being a California Based Entitity.  See also scoring criteria 9.
d) Section I.E. requires that state funding benefit California natural gas ratepayers by funding public interest research and development activities, which the CPUC has defined as “developing science or technology, the benefits of which accrues to California citizens and are not adequately addressed by competitive or regulated entities.”
e) Section IV.F., scoring criteria 7, which provides higher scoring points for those spending more than 60 percent of natural gas research funds in California. The definition of what constitutes funds spent in California is described in Attachment 7, Category Budget form. A project that spends 60 percent or less of the Natural Gas research funds in California will receive 0 points on this criteria. Match funds can be used for out-of-state expenditures-see also Section I.F.2., regarding travel to restricted states. 

	Q2
	What is the minimum funding amount required for a project to be eligible?

	A2
	Section I.F. indicates that the minimum award amount is $1 million. This means that applicant’s scope of work (Attachment 6) and Budget (Attachment 7)  must represent a minimum of $1 million of work for CEC funds.  In addition,  applicants must be provide a minimum of 20% Match Funding,  based on the amount of CEC  funds requested. For instance, the minimum would be $200,000 if $1 million in CEC funds is requested.

	Q3
	The solicitation objective says that funded projects “must” advance technologies in at least one area of Table 1a. However, Table 1a provides a list of “potential” technologies as well as “potential” advancement areas. This provides some confusion as to what the solicitation is looking for. 
a) Is this list a suggestion or does it exclude all other waste heat recovery (WHR) technologies?
b)  Would other technologies that address the listed advancement areas be of interest?

	A3
	a) Table 1a provides a list of potential technologies. Projects/ technologies not listed  are still applicable for funding if  they meet the requirements in Section II.B.1., such as demonstrating  advanced heat recovery technologies that can reuse waste heat at any temperature range in order to reduce GHG emissions, meet local air pollution control district requirements, and be cost-effective at industrial facilities. It is important that alternative technologies be explained in the project narrative and the performance metrics be identified in Table 1b. 

	Q4
	Since systems are encouraged to combine a high temp component with a low temperature component, if a project chooses to do so, must both types of these technologies be from Table 1a?

	A4
	No. Please see response to question 3.

	Q5
	Please clarify the definition of multiple sites.
a.  Can the demonstration be completed at two different boilers within one facility?
b.  Can the demonstration be at two different facilities of the same company? 
c. Do the demonstrations have to be two different applications or different industries or different scales?

	A5
	a. If the physical  address is the same for the two different boilers, then this will count as one site.
b. If the physical address is different, even though it is for the same company, then this will count as two sites.
c. We prefer to see demonstrations at different industries and technologies that can have  multiple applications and at multiple scales. 

	Q6
	a. What commitment letters are required? 
b. Are commitment letters required from both demonstration sites as well as the backup site? 
c. Can an applicant provide one commitment letter and one letter of interest from sites?

	A6
	a. Section III.D.11 states that commitment letters are required for match funding  and demonstration sites. Attachment 11 provides the format for the commitment letters.
b. Commitment letters are only required for the two required demonstration sites. Backup sites need to be identified in Attachment 1 .
c. No. Commitment letters are required for the two demonstration sites. Letters of interest are not acceptable.

	Q7
	If funding is used to purchase equipment for testing, can this equipment be put into commercial use at the end of the project?

	A7
	Please refer to the PIER terms and conditions Section 14 on equipment (https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/2206).
“Title to equipment acquired by the Recipient with grant funds will vest in the Recipient. The
Recipient may use the equipment in the project or program for which it was acquired as long
as needed, regardless of whether the project or program continues to be supported by grant
funds. However, the Recipient may not sell, lease, or encumber the property (i.e., place a
legal burden on the property such as a lien) during the Agreement term without the
Commission Agreement Manager’s prior written approval.”

	Q8
	a. Is the maximum $3 million for funding at 2 sites? 
b. This amount does not seem sufficient to build 2 capital-intensive demonstrations for certain industries. Would the CEC consider an increase in the funding amount?

	A8
	a. Yes.
b. No. The maximum award is $3 million. 

	Q9
	Can the project be completed in a California NG IOU service area outside of California, for instance in Oregon?

	A9
	No. Projects must be located in California and within a California natural gas IOU service area. 

	Q10
	To determine if a corporation with HQ outside of California qualify as a CBE, please clarify the definition of “substantially manufactures product in California”?

	A10
	To qualify for CBE points, Attachment 11 states the following:
A CBE is a corporation or other business form organized for the transaction of business that either:
· Has its headquarters in California AND manufactures in California the product that is the subject of the award; or
· Has an office for the transaction of business in California and substantially manufactures the product or substantially performs the research within California that is the subject of the award
Substantially manufactures the product means that more than 60 percent of the product (based on cost-e.g., labor, materials, equipment, etc.) was made by the office in California.  


	Q11
	This year, Black Swan, LLC technologies teamed up with the Kern Oil and Refining Company and Dosanjh Brothers to extract, condition, and use up to 10,000 tons of CO2 from a 5 MW Cogen unit's stack in an almond orchard, a project that is only partially funded by the State Water Environmental Efficiency Program (SWEEP) program (as a California Air Resources Board's California Climate Investment), endorsed by USDA, and awarded by the California Department of Food and Agriculture. The decades proven science of crop carbon (CO2) enrichment not only contributes to enhanced crop yields (up to 100% in the case of cotton and citrus) and biosequestration of the carbon, but the systemic biologic effect also increases the water utilization efficiency of the crop by up to 40%, thus saving water usage in agriculture. Conditioning the flue gas involves cooling the stack gas to 100F by direct contact of Boiler Feed Water in a conventional quench column, which also recovers waste heat in the stack gas, and thus contributes to a reduction in the fuel gas in the boiler. 
a. Does this project qualify for this $1 to 3MM funding grant (as there are three other desirable demonstration sites- boilers and cogens at a winery, a biotech firm, and a county sanitation district)?
b. Can the CDFA funds be considered matching funds? In checking the eligibility/ exclusions for the SWEEP grant, USDOE, EPIC or CEC funding is not mentioned although USDA funding is excluded in combination with SWEEP.

	A11
	a. No.  The project as described does not meet the purpose of the solicitation which is to demonstrate advanced heat recovery technologies that can reduce natural gas use by maximizing the potential of recovering waste heat from multiple processes within an industry and reducing operational costs. The focus is funding advanced and emerging heat recovery technologies. The project as described focuses mostly on carbon sequestration and reuse by crops and using conventional technology for waste heat recovery. 
b. Possibly. CEC has no restrictions on using CDFA funds as match, if it meets the requirements of Section 1.F.2. Match funds must be spent only during the CEC agreement term, either before or concurrently with natural gas funds. This means that any eligible project expenses already incurred with the CDFA project are not eligible for match.  

	Q12
	In calculating greenhouse credits, would this project (see Q11) be able to take credit for the GHG captured and bio-sequestered by the crops?

	A12
	No. GHG reductions are calculated based on the direct reductions in natural gas use from the manufacturing facility. 

	Q13
	Many of Black Swan Clients are industrial users heavily regulated by California Air Pollution Control Districts with Environmental Impact Statements submitted. Would the type of project, if qualified, be  exempt from CEQA?

	A13
	Projects are not exempt from the CEQA review process. Applicants must respond to the CEQA compliance sections in Attachments 1, 4 and 8, even if you believe that your project is exempt from CEQA. 

	Q14
	Are technologies protected by patent pending/ patent awarded status qualified?

	A14
	Yes. However, any improvements to the technology funded by the CEC grant could be subject to royalties. Please refer to the PIER grant terms and conditions for your type of entity, located at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources

If you are a private entity, items 20 and 21, discuss the intellectual property and royalty requirements:   https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/2206  

	Q15
	Can you please share sample solicitation applications from other recent GFOs that have closed, such as GFO-18-902 (Cost Share for Federal Funding Opportunities for Energy Research, Development, and Demonstration)?

	A15
	For copies of past applications, please contact the Commission Agreement Officer for this GFO, Phil Dyer. For efficiency and quick turnaround,you should make your request to a specific GFO. Here is Phil’s contact information:
 
Phil Dyer, Commission Agreement Officer
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street, MS-18
Sacramento, California  95814
Telephone: (916) 654-4651
FAX: (916) 654-4423
E-mail: Phil.Dyer@energy.ca.gov

Note that applications for GFO-18-902 are different and not typical of our standard GFOs. You may want to request an application from GFO-18-503. 
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