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NOTICE OF PROPOSED AWARDS (NOPA)

Characterizing Air Quality Impact from Renewable Natural Gas and Improving Natural Gas System Climate Resilience
 GFO-19-501
March 30, 2020


On November 26, 2019, the California Energy Commission (CEC) released a competitive solicitation to fund energy-related environmental projects that will characterize criteria air pollutant and greenhouse gas emissions from renewable natural gas sites to enable air quality and climate impacts of renewable natural gas development and will also support applied research for fostering natural gas sector resilience. Up to $2,363,550 in Natural Gas Research Program funding is available to fund applications in the following groups: 

· Group 1: Characterization of Climate and Criteria Air Pollutant Emissions Before and After Deployment of a Renewable Natural Gas Project
· Group 2: Development of High Temporal and Geographical Resolution Characterization of Historical Climatic Conditions in California to Support Natural Gas Sector Utilities

The CEC received seven proposals by the due date, February 10, 2020. Each proposal was screened, reviewed, evaluated, and scored using the solicitation criteria. Seven proposals passed the stage one application screening.

The attached Notice of Proposed Awards identifies each applicant selected and recommended for funding by CEC staff and includes the recommended funding amount and score. The total amount recommended is $4,361,905.

Funding of proposed projects from this solicitation is contingent upon the approval of these projects at a publicly noticed CEC business meeting and execution of a grant agreement. If the CEC is unable to timely negotiate and execute a funding agreement with an applicant, the commission, at its sole discretion, reserves the right to cancel or otherwise modify the pending award, and award the funds to another applicant.

In addition, the CEC reserves the right to: 1) add to, remove, or shift funding between the different groups if there are insufficient passing proposals in one group; and 2) negotiate with successful applicants to modify the project scope, schedule, or level of funding.
This notice is posted on the CEC’s website at www.energy.ca.gov/contracts/.
For information, please contact Brad Worster, Commission Agreement Officer, at (916) 654-4299, or brad.worster@energy.ca.gov. 

Attachment:
To access the embedded attachment double click on the Excel icon to view the GFO-19-501 NOPA results table(s).
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NOPA Table - Group 1

		             California Energy Commission



		Notice of Proposed Awards

		March 30, 2020

		GFO-19-501

		Characterizing Air Quality Impact from Renewable Natural Gas and Improving Natural Gas System Climate Resilience 

		Project Group 1 – Characterization of Climate and Criteria Air Pollutant Emissions Project Before and After Deployment- 

		of a Renewable Natural Gas Project



		Group Rank Number		Project Applicant		Title		Energy Commission Funds Requested		Energy Commission Funds Recommended		Match
Funds		Score		Award
Status

		Proposed Award

		1		Electric Power Research Institute, Inc.		Characterizing Emissions from California Biomethane Facilities		$998,355		$998,355		$800,270		100.03		Awardee

		2		The Regents of the University of California, on behalf of its Riverside
Campus		Assessment of greenhouse gas and air quality benefits of diary digester installation in California		$999,296		$999,296		$474,652		96.76		Awardee

						Total Funding Recommended		$1,997,651		$1,997,651		$1,274,922

		Did Not Pass

				Lawrence Livermore National Security (LLNS), LLC dba LLNL		Computer-Enhanced Monitoring Biofuel Impact Evaluation System (COMBIES)		$1,000,000		$0		$217,600				Did Not Pass

						Total		$1,000,000		$0		$217,600
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NOPA Table - Group 2

		             California Energy Commission



		Notice of Proposed Awards

		March 30, 2020

		GFO-19-501

		Characterizing Air Quality Impact from Renewable Natural Gas and Improving Natural Gas System Climate Resilience 

		Project Group 2 – Development of High Temporal and Geographical Resolution Characterization of Historical Climatic-  

		Conditions in California to Support Natural Gas Sector Utilities



		Group Rank Number		Project Applicant		Title		Energy Commission Funds Requested		Energy Commission Funds Recommended		Match
Funds		Score		Award
Status

		Proposed Award

		1		The Regents of the Univ. of Calif., U.C. San Diego		Development and Evaluation of a High Resolution Historical Climate Dataset over California		$1,363,550		$1,363,550		$0		96.83		Awardee

		2		Eagle Rock Analytics		Climate Analytics to Support Natural Gas Sector Utilities: Actionable, Responsive and Open Solutions for Historical Climate Needs in California.		$1,363,550		$1,000,704		$0		94.85		Awardee

						Total Funding Recommended		$2,727,100		$2,364,254		$0

		Passed but Not Funded

		3		Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory		Risks and Impacts of Extreme Weather on Natural Gas Pipeline Infrastructure in California		$1,363,550		$0		$0		90.80		Finalist

		4		Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory		Towards High-density Past and Future Hydroclimate Datasets in California to Support Resilience of the Natural Gas Infrastructure and Assess Climate Change Related Risks 		$1,203,612		$0		$0		89.75		Finalist

						Total		$2,567,162		$0		$0
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