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[bookmark: _Toc468450435][bookmark: _Toc49776836]I. INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc468450436][bookmark: _Toc49776837]Background Summary
The California Energy Commission (Energy Commission) has exclusive jurisdiction to regulate the construction, operation, modification, demolition, and closure of thermal power plants 50 megawatts or greater (Public Resources Code sections 25000 et. seq.). In its decision on an Application for Certification (AFC) or a Petition to Amend (PTA), the Energy Commission adopts or amends conditions of certification (COCs) to ensure power plants and related facilities are constructed, modified, or closed in accordance with Energy Commission requirements and all applicable laws, ordinances, regulations and standards (LORS), including the California Building Standards Code (CBSC).
Many code sections applicable to power plant construction, modification, demolition, or closure, including the California Building Code (CBC), comprise the CBSC. The CBC authorizes and directs a Chief Building Official (CBO) to enforce all CBSC provisions (CBC § 104.1). The Energy Commission functions as the CBO for all jurisdictional power plants and can designate a Delegate CBO (DCBO) to aid with CBO responsibilities.  
The DCBOs carry out the design review, demolition, and construction inspections on behalf of the Energy Commission. The DCBO performs this responsibility through engineering plan and technical specification review, analysis and calculation, on-site inspections for code and LORS compliance, and if applicable, providing a COC-required independent Safety Monitor. The DCBO also works with Energy Commission staff to enforce local building codes, the facility design, geology and transmission system engineering COCs, the storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP), and the drainage, erosion, and sediment control plan (DESCP), as well as other applicable project LORS to ensure public health and life/safety.
The COCs are the compliance road map followed by a power plant project team; they define how a project is to proceed to completion and subsequently to begin or resume operation. Additionally, the power plant’s COCs define the various design, demolition, and construction compliance tasks imposed on a project owner by the Energy Commission. These tasks may involve the performance of work not typically required by other jurisdictional agencies for other demolition and construction projects. COCs vary from project to project; the DCBO must understand this and become familiar with the site specific COCs applicable to each project. Although the DCBO’s oversight is instrumental for COC and LORS compliance, the Energy Commission always retains final authority to ensure the project is built accordingly, and the DCBO has no authority to alter or substitute any COCs. 
It is the DCBO’s responsibility to ensure design document compliance is achieved by a thorough review of: engineered plans; project specifications; and the design document calculations provided by California-licensed plan review engineers. The DCBO’s lead plan reviewers must have verifiable knowledge and experience reviewing high voltage power generating facility demolition and construction documents in California. 
Lastly, the owner’s resident engineer (RE) shall monitor the development, progress, and quality of submittal documentation produced by the engineers of record, to include those from engineering companies, suppliers/fabricators and construction companies. The RE shall communicate closely with the DCBO when setting priorities for DCBO document review service and DCBO acceptance of test procedures/protocols for demolition and construction purposes. The DCBO shall coordinate with the RE to help minimize project delays.
The DCBOs are also delegated the authority to conduct project site field inspections. In this capacity, the DCBOs will inspect, write corrections if applicable, and eventually approve and document all CBSC-required inspections. This is achieved by providing high quality, and certified lead building inspectors that have verifiable experience performing high voltage power generating facility inspections in California.
A project’s COCs will also require that qualified special inspectors be assigned to oversee work for which applicable LORS require special inspections. The DCBO reviews and approves the project’s special inspection program. This review will ensure that the CBSC’s special inspection requirements are met. The DCBO will review and approve any potential special inspector proposed and oversee the special inspection program for the life of the resulting contract to ensure all requirements are met. 
In addition to plan review and inspection services, the services of a safety monitor may be needed. The safety monitor will be selected by, and report directly to, the DCBO and will be responsible for verifying that the project’s safety supervisor, as required by other COCs, is implementing all Division of Occupational Safety and Health (DOSH), better known as Cal/OSHA, and Energy Commission safety requirements. If the project requires a safety monitor, the DCBO shall provide a safety monitor that is certified from a recognized state, national or international organization as a Safety Professional. The safety monitor will be in addition to normal on-site inspection personnel. 
Energy Commission staff recognize that power plant demolition, construction or modification can be complex, due in part to the fast-track, design-build nature of such projects, and the potential for worksite hazards. This complexity also requires the DCBOs to use their independent judgment to ensure compliance with a vast array of COCs and LORS. Thus, qualified DCBO Firms require a team of uniquely experienced, licensed and certified, professionals with highly technical qualifications specific to high voltage electricity infrastructure. The terms “Firm”, “Contractor” or “DCBO” used in this Request for Qualification (RFQ) all refer to the company or entity submitting a Statement of Qualifications.
[bookmark: _Toc49776838]Project Background and Proposed Work
[bookmark: _Toc49776839]CONSTRUCTION OF BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM (BESS) AT SEGS VIII AND XI
[bookmark: _bookmark2][bookmark: _bookmark0][bookmark: _bookmark1]The California Energy Commission certified the Solar Electric Generating System (SEGS) VIII project in March 1989, which commenced commercial operation in December 1989. SEGS IX was certified by the Energy Commission February 1990 and was operational in October 1990. SEGS VIII and IX employ parabolic mirrors to concentrate solar thermal energy to heat fluid to create steam for the generation of a combined total of up to 160 megawatts (MW) of electricity. Each of the SEGS projects provide a peak of 80 MW of solar thermal electricity to the Southern California Edison (SCE) transmission grid. Both projects are located near Harper Lake in San Bernardino County, California.

On July 26, 2019, Luz Solar Partners VIII and IX, LLC, filed a post certification petition to change the design and operation of SEGS VIII & IX, and to modify the Commission Decisions for the SEGS VIII and IX to allow for the addition of a battery energy storage system (BESS).

The BESS project will be installed within the footprints of the previously disturbed land areas of the currently operating SEGS VIII and IX projects. The BESS project would occupy approximately 9 acres. The BESS foundations would be built on less than one acre.

The batteries to be installed as part of the BESS project constitute individual Lithium Ion (Li-ion) cells. The cells would be assembled either in series or parallel connection and sealed to form the battery modules. The cells would have an operating direct current (DC) voltage that ranges between 2 volts to 6 volts while the DC voltage range for the modules is between 32 volts to 96 volts. Several battery modules would be installed in self-supporting racks and are electrically connected either in series or parallel configuration to deliver the desired voltage and power rating.

The energy conversion through the Power Conversion System (PCS) would enable the bi-directional inverter to connect the DC battery system to the Alternative Current (AC) grid connected system. In addition to the inverter, the PCS would include protection equipment, DC and AC circuit breakers, waveform filter equipment, and connection cabling system.

The BESS project would include a controller, which is a multi-level control system implemented to provide a hierarchical system that controls the battery modules, PCS, and medium voltage system up to the point of coupling with the existing SEGS VIII and IX solar generating units. The BESS controller would be located in the existing control building on site.

The AC side output of the PCS would be transformed to medium AC voltage in the range of 12 kV to 35 kV. One or more PCS units may be connected to each of these transformers either in a two-winding or three-winding configuration. The medium voltage (MV) transformers may be mounted on a common skid with inverters and PCS. The MV side of all the MV transformers would be collected and consolidated through a network of MV cables and terminate at the MV switchgear. The BESS generator step-up unit (GSU) transformer would transform the BESS to 230 kV. The high voltage side of the transformer will be connected via an overhead transmission line to the existing on-site switchyard, which contains an open bay position for the new connection. Therefore, the BESS project would not involve the expansion of the switchyard.

Individual batteries would be arranged and assembled within containers or enclosures constructed on-site. When using containers, each BESS container would have an energy storage rating of between 2 megawatt-hours (MWh) and 6 MWh. Each climate- controlled container would have an approximate dimension of 53’ x 8’ x 10’ (Length x Width x Height). Based on an average size of 4 MWh per container, 40 containers would be used for an 80 MW by 2- hour system. The heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) tonnage sizing for each container (10-15 tons/MWh) is a function of the BESS use. If an enclosure is used to enclose the battery modules, a minimum of two HVAC units would be used to cool the enclosure to ensure redundancy.

The fire protection system will be designed to meet applicable codes and regulations for battery energy storage systems and will be developed in coordination with the San Bernardino Fire Department. Components of the system would include a fire system control panel that will control the fire system by continuously monitoring the detection devices and manage the alarms in case of any fire event.

BESS construction activities include site preparation and grading, installation of foundations/supports, setting battery modules, wiring and electrical system installation, and assembly of the accessory components including transformers. The battery modules will be assembled inside individual containers or within an enclosure, depending on the selected BESS manufacturer.

Below is the proposed sequence of construction activities for the BESS:

· Pre-construction land survey;
· Equipment staging;
· Preparation of equipment foundations;
· Grading;
· Site compaction and gravel as necessary;
· Excavating footings and pads;
· Pour-in-place concrete footings, pad foundations, and/or piers;
· Install below-ground conduit banks;
· Install PCS, power distribution systems, and pad-mounted transformers;
· Install below-ground and above-ground conduit;
· Install safety features and security lighting;
· Cleanup and demobilize project site; and
· Conduct operator orientation and training.

Additional information on the BESS project can be found in the July 26, 2019 Petition for Modification (Petition) of SEGS VIII and IX; which as filed with the CEC and docketed on the project webpage (TN # 229090). A hyperlink to link to the Petition is provided below in the section titled Project Specific Reference Documents.
II. DEMOLITION ACTIVITIES
A. DECOMMISSIONING OF SEGS VIII
On May 4, 2020, Luz Solar Partners VIII, Ltd. (project owner), an indirect wholly owned subsidiary of Terra-Gen, LLC, docketed a Decommissioning plan (TN: 232903) with the California Energy Commission (CEC) requesting to begin safe layup and decommissioning activities at the Solar Electric Generating Systems Unit VIII (SEGS VIII) site as early as October 2020, pending CEC approval of the Final Decommissioning Plan (decommissioning plan). The Final Decommissioning Plan was approved at the August 12, 2020 CEC business meeting.

SEGS VIII is a solar thermal power plant that uses parabolic mirrors to concentrate solar energy for transfer into heat transfer fluid, which is then used to create steam to generate up to 80 megawatts (MW) of electric power for the Southern California Edison (SCE) transmission grid. The CEC certified SEGS VIII on March 29, 1989, and the facility went online in December 1989. SEGS VIII is located at 43880 Harper Lake Road, 7 miles northeast of Highway 58 on a 500-acre site near Hinkley, California, in unincorporated San Bernardino County.

The decommissioning plan fulfills the compliance requirement of Condition of Certification (COC), Requirement 1 in the “Decommissioning” section of the Commission Final Decision (Decision) for SEGS VIII. This condition is referred to as “DECOM-1” in the staff analysis.

The Decommissioning plan incorporates revisions to the draft Decommissioning Plan that was submitted to the CEC in November 2019. Revisions were made in response to CEC staff comments provided at a publicly noticed, CEC Staff Workshop held on January 14, 2020, and in response to additional written comments provided by CEC staff on March 5, 2020.

After safe layup, decommissioning, and demolition activities have been completed, the project owner will request termination of the CEC license for SEGS VIII. Upon termination, the County of San Bernardino would assume jurisdiction over the SEGS VIII site. The battery energy storage system (BESS) approved by the CEC on July 8, 2020 for use by the SEGS VIII and IX facilities would remain subject to the jurisdiction and oversight of the CEC until SEGS IX is decommissioned and its license is terminated by the CEC at an undetermined future date. While SEGS VIII shares numerous facility components with SEGS IX, this plan is for the decommissioning of SEGS VIII only. The project owner has expressed the intention to decommission SEGS IX at a future date to be determined.

The project owner obtained a conditional use permit (CUP) from the County of San Bernardino on October 3, 2019 for the redevelopment of the SEGS VIII site for a solar photovoltaic (PV) project and the BESS.
B. FACILITY DECOMMISSIONING ACTIVITIES
While SEGS VIII shares numerous project facilities with SEGS IX, this plan is for the decommissioning of SEGS VIII only. The project owner has expressed the intention to decommission SEGS IX at a future date to be determined.

Upon the cessation of current solar thermal power generation activities, the following initial decommissioning activities would take place to remove SEGS VIII from service:
· Drain all fluid systems, collect all contents, and dispose of or recycle within applicable LORS to ensure public health and safety, and protection of the environment.
· Categorize all wastes including heat transfer fluid (HTF), lubricating oils, fuels, water treatment chemicals, universal waste, and possible lead- and asbestos-containing materials, etc. These materials would be managed for proper containerization, profiling, and shipment off site for disposal or recycling.
· Identify utility systems required for continued operation of SEGS IX, the BESS infrastructure, and future PV solar project.
· Design and install temporary facilities for support of SEGS decommissioning and contractor personnel such as office trailers, temporary power, potable water, and sanitary service.
· Conduct equipment liquidation/sale, recycling, or disposal activities. Certain project facilities and equipment would remain in place at the project site to support SEGS IX, the BESS, and future PV solar facilities. Certain other equipment would be decommissioned and placed into temporary storage (at either the project site or elsewhere) or permanently removed from the site. The planned disposition of the current project facilities and equipment is discussed below. A full description of decommissioning and demolition activities, including a proposed schedule for closure, is in Section 3.4 of the Decommissioning plan.
C. [bookmark: _Toc49776759][bookmark: _Toc49776840][bookmark: _Toc49776841]PLANT STAFFING AND SECURITY
Select plant staff would remain on site throughout decommissioning activities. Existing security measures on site would restrict public access during decommissioning and layup. The entire site would continue to have the existing chain-link security fencing around the site with electronic gate access. Controlled access gates would be located at the entrance to the facility and access through the main gate would require an electronic control number input or be opened by control room personnel once identification is confirmed, preventing unaccompanied visitors from accessing the facility.
D. [bookmark: _Toc49776842]SAFE POWER PLANT EQUIPMENT LOCKOUT
The safe layup process would include the de-energization of certain control systems and the partial de-energization of others. The project owner would lockout specific equipment according to the project lockout/tagout procedures to ensure unintentional operation does not occur.

Some of the major equipment to be locked out is listed below. All equipment requiring lockout/tagout would be appropriately locked out and de-energized before handling and removal:
· Steam turbine: Disable and decouple starting means.
· Generator step-up Transformer: remove high and low side connections.
· Generators: remove links to iso-phase busses.
· Natural gas supply: blind and/or air gap the supply.
· Steam turbine starting motors: disconnect and ground cabling to motors.
E. [bookmark: _Toc49776843]REMOVAL OF HAZARDOUS MATERIALS
The decommissioning plan lists the primary hazardous materials expected to be handled during the decommissioning process. These materials include heat transfer fluid (HTF), lead acid batteries, diesel, hydraulic oil, lubricating oil, and mineral oil. Any additional operational chemicals listed as hazardous in the Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) plan, or otherwise used at the site, would also be removed as part of the terminal shutdown of the plant prior to decommissioning activities. Lead- and asbestos-containing structures and materials are not known to be present on site, but testing would be performed prior to the start of demolition.

All residual materials and chemicals would be removed prior to demolition for recycling or proper disposal at licensed facilities. Fuel, HTF, hydraulic fluids and oils would be transferred directly to a tanker truck from the respective tanks and vessels. Storage tanks/vessels would be rinsed and rinsate would also be transferred to tanker trucks.

Transportation of removed hazardous materials would comply with regulations for transporting hazardous materials, including those set by the United States Department of Transportation, United States Environmental Protection Agency, California Department of Toxic Substances Control, California Highway Patrol, and California State Fire Marshal. The decommissioning plan lists the properties and toxicity of the primary hazardous waste materials that are expected to be removed.
The SPCC plan for the site would be updated to cover spill prevention, control, and counter measures for handling of these materials during decommissioning. A site-specific Health and Safety Plan would document health and safety requirements for establishing and maintaining a safe working environment during the implementation of the planned site activities. Additional procedures to decrease the potential release of contaminants to the environment and contact with storm water would be specified in the Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP), which would be updated for decommissioning activities, if necessary.

F. [bookmark: _Toc49776844]GENERATOR TIE-LINE
The existing 13.5-mile, 220-kilovolt (kV) generator tie-line would remain in place and be utilized by the BESS, future solar PV facility, and for the continued operation of SEGS IX. During safe layup, SEGS VIII would be isolated from the generator tie-line by disconnection of the generator tie-line conductors between the switchyard and the associated substation.

Unless they can be reused, onsite transmission poles and conductors would be removed. Conductors would either be sold as scrap metal to be recycled or sent to a licensed disposal facility. The switchyard would remain in place for continued use by SEGS IX, the BESS, and the future PV project.

The SEGS VIII substation would remain in place if it can be upgraded for solar PV use; otherwise, it would be removed.
G. [bookmark: _Toc49776845]NATURAL GAS SUPPLY LINE
During safe layup, the natural gas pipeline serving SEGS VIII would be cut and capped in place at the on-site isolation point at the natural gas distribution yard. After the pipeline is purged, it would be grouted, prior to being left in place in accordance with applicable LORS.
H. [bookmark: _Toc49776846]FACILITIES TO REMAIN IN PLACE
Some of the SEGS VIII facilities may remain in place, including solar tracker foundations, and underground utilities and installations for use by the BESS or future PV facility. Facilities to remain in place, both within the SEGS VIII footprint and within the shared facilities (SEGS VIII and IX) footprint, are listed below. 

i. Facilities to Remain in Place within SEGS VIII Footprint
· Substation (if it can be upgraded for solar PV use, otherwise it would be removed).
· Electrical lines and poles (if they can be reused for a future solar PV project, otherwise they would be removed).
i. SEGS VIII and SEGS IX Shared Facilities to Remain in Place
· Switchyard.
· Employee building.
· Control building.
· Warehouse building.
· BESS.
· Perimeter fencing, including desert tortoise fencing.
· Access gates.
· On-site water wells[footnoteRef:2]. [2:  On-site water wells: all onsite wells that would not be used to service the PV facility
would be properly abandoned in accordance with California Department of Water
Resources Bulletin 74 series (74-81, 74-90, and updates).
] 

· Septic system[footnoteRef:3]. [3:  Septic system: the septic system would be drained and properly abandoned in
accordance with the California Plumbing Code, Section 722, and San Bernardino County
Land Use Services Department Building and Safety Division Demolition Guidelines. 
] 

· Natural gas supply line (will continue to serve SEGS IX)[footnoteRef:4]. [4:  The portion of the natural gas supply line serving only SEGS VIII would be purged, cut, and capped in place.
] 

· Electrical gen-tie line
· 34.5-kV electric disconnect equipment.
· Site access roads.
· Parking lot.
· Concrete foundations (may remain in place if they do not interfere with future solar PV facilities).
· Several support and miscellaneous buildings (e.g., sheds and mechanical shop, etc.).
· Water evaporation ponds.
· Water treatment facility (includes ancillary equipment associated with the on-site water treatment process).
I. FACILITIES TO BE REMOVED
The following is the list of facilities that would be removed from the SEGS VIII site:
· Substation (would be removed if upgrade of existing substation for future use is not viable).
· Onsite electrical transmission lines and towers (if they cannot be reused for future solar PV project)
· SEGS VIII cooling towers: This includes an evaporative cooling tower system.
· SEGS IX cooling towers would remain in place until SEGS IX is decommissioned.
· Power block: Including storage tanks, steam turbine generator, transformers, heat exchangers, pumps, and other ancillary equipment.
· Parabolic mirrors, above ground supports, above ground HTF piping, and related equipment.
· Some of the support and miscellaneous buildings (e.g., sheds, mechanical shop, etc.) currently on site, which are not listed in the list of facilities to remain, may be removed if they would not be needed for SEGS IX operation or be reused for the PV facility.
· The facilities planned for removal would be disconnected from existing electrical, fuel, lubrication, and other lines and removed from their foundations. Above-ground demolition entails breakdown and removal of above-ground structures and facilities. Residual materials from these activities would be transported via heavy haul dump truck to one or more central recycling/staging areas where the debris would be processed for transport to an off-site recycler or a licensed disposal facility.

The strategy for demolition consists of the use of mechanized equipment and the safe dismantling and removal of the following above-ground structures.
· Parabolic mirrors, supports, and related equipment using low environmental impact equipment.
· Support and miscellaneous buildings using conventional dismantling, deconstruction, and demolition techniques. Temporary or stationary facilities such as storage buildings, containers, and small tanks would be detached, disassembled to the extent possible for safe transport, then hauled off for reuse or recycling.
· Storage tanks would be emptied of all remaining residues and products such as HTF, diesel, hydraulic oil, lubricating oil, and mineral oils, and other materials (where feasible) to reduce potential personnel and environmental exposure, and to facilitate decommissioning. Hazardous material and petroleum containers and pipelines would be rinsed clean when feasible and collected for off-site disposal. In general, these materials would be placed directly into tanker trucks or other transport vessels and removed from the site at the point of generation to reduce the need for hazardous material and waste storage at the site.
· Turbine generator, heaters, condenser and related equipment, transmission lines and towers that cannot be reused on site, and above-ground pipelines using conventional deconstruction and demolition equipment and techniques would all be removed.
J. DECOMMISSIONING AND RECYCLING
· Some materials decommissioned from SEGS VIII may be retained as spare parts for the continued operation of SEGS IX. Materials and equipment at the site that would not be reused would be decommissioned, removed, and transported for recycling and salvage value to the greatest extent possible. This includes the SEGS VIII cooling towers, power block, heaters, and water treatment facility, as well as other ancillary equipment. These materials would be transported off site by the contractor to be sold for salvage value (e.g., any working equipment), or recycling/scrap value (e.g., metal scrap, piping, etc.).
· The project owner intends to limit concrete and foundation removal to the extent practical. Where practical, concrete may be crushed to 2 inches-minus size and backfilled into open pits and/or maybe used as road base for the new PV facility as permitted by the CEC compliance project manager or a delegate chief building official.
· The natural gas pipeline serving SEGS VIII would be cut and capped in place at the on- site natural gas distribution yard. The pipeline would be left in place in accordance with applicable LORS.
· Other underground utility lines and piping that would not be reused for the future PV project would be cut, grouted, and capped at or below the ground surface but not removed. A map of the buried utilities that are abandoned in place shall be prepared and submitted at the conclusion of decommissioning activities. SEGS maintains their current as-built construction plans including underground pipe locations. These can be updated as necessary to reflect abandoned lines and provided DCBO upon request.
[bookmark: _Toc44724022][bookmark: _Toc44724862][bookmark: _Toc44730319][bookmark: _Toc44731243][bookmark: _Toc44737275][bookmark: _Toc44737469][bookmark: _Toc403631335][bookmark: _Toc436209515][bookmark: _Toc468450437][bookmark: _Toc524076349][bookmark: _Toc49776847]Purpose Of This RFQ
The purpose of this RFQ is to initiate a competitive bid process to select a highly qualified DCBO Firm for the construction of BESS at SEGS VIII and IX, as well as the demolition of SEGS VIII. The DCBO will ensure that the BESS construction and demolition of SEGS VIII are completed on schedule and in accordance with all COCs, and applicable LORS.
The Energy Commission is seeking one Contractor who will be responsible for all contract administrative duties, project management, report preparation, direction of field inspectors, and participation in technical work assignments. The contractor must submit a Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) for purposes of this RFQ.
[bookmark: _Toc403631336][bookmark: _Toc436209516][bookmark: _Toc468450438][bookmark: _Toc524076350][bookmark: _Toc49776848]Key Activities And Dates
For the definition of key words, please see Section VI, Administration.
Key activities including dates and times for this RFQ are presented below. An addendum will be released if the dates change for the asterisked (*) activities.
ACTIVITIES	ACTION DATE
RFQ Release	September 3, 2020
Pre-Bid Conference*	September 15 11, 2020
Written Question Submittal Deadline by 5:00 p.m.	September 16 14, 2020
Distribute Questions / Answers and Addenda (if any)	September 22 18, 2020
Deadline to submit SOQ by 5:00 p.m.*	September 25 21, 2020
SOQ Discussions with Firms 	October 1, 2020
Notice of Selection	October 7, 2020
Cost Negotiations	October 14, 2020
Notice of Proposed Award	October 20, 2020
Energy Commission Business Meeting	November 10, 2020
Contract Start Date	November 2020
Contract End Date	June 2022
[bookmark: _Toc468450439][bookmark: _Toc524076351][bookmark: _Toc49776849][bookmark: _Toc452976499][bookmark: _Toc44724024][bookmark: _Toc44724864][bookmark: _Toc44730321][bookmark: _Toc44731245][bookmark: _Toc44737277][bookmark: _Toc44737471][bookmark: _Toc403631337][bookmark: _Toc436209517]Contract amount
The contract amount between the Energy Commission and the selected DCBO Firm will be zero dollars. The DCBO Firm will be reimbursed through a separate agreement with the Project Owner. The Energy Commission will be an expressly named third-party beneficiary to the agreement between the DCBO Firm and the Project Owner.
[bookmark: _Toc403631338][bookmark: _Toc436209518][bookmark: _Toc468450440][bookmark: _Toc524076352][bookmark: _Toc354486798][bookmark: _Toc49776850]Firm Eligibility
This is an open solicitation for public and private entities. Each agreement resulting from this solicitation includes terms and conditions that set forth the contractor’s rights and responsibilities. All other entities must agree to use the standard terms and conditions. The Energy Commission will not award contracts to non-complying entities. The Energy Commission reserves the right to modify the terms and conditions prior to executing agreements.

All corporations, limited liability companies (LLCs), limited partnerships (LPs) and limited liability partnerships (LLPs) that conduct intrastate business in California are required to be registered and in good standing with the California Secretary of State prior to its project being recommended for approval at an Energy Commission Business Meeting. If not currently registered with the California Secretary of State, applicants are encouraged to contact the Secretary of State’s Office as soon as possible to avoid potential delays in beginning the proposed project(s) (should the application be successful). For more information, contact the Secretary of State’s Office. Sole proprietors using a fictitious business name must be registered with the appropriate county and provide evidence of registration to the Energy Commission prior to their project being recommended for approval at an Energy Commission Business Meeting.
[bookmark: _Toc403631340][bookmark: _Toc436209520][bookmark: _Toc452976502][bookmark: _Toc453327876][bookmark: _Toc524076353][bookmark: _Toc49776851]Pre-Bid Conference
There will be one Pre-Bid Conference; participation in this meeting is optional but encouraged. The Pre-Bid Conference will be conducted by Zoom at the date and time and location listed below. Information for participation in the Pre-Bid Conference through Zoom is provided below. Please refer to the Energy Commission's website at www.energy.ca.gov/contracts to confirm the date and time.

	Date: September 15 11, 2020
	Time: 1:00-5:00 p.m.
[bookmark: _Toc49776852][bookmark: _Toc403631341][bookmark: _Toc436209521]Participation By zoom
To participate in the meeting using the Zoom onscreen and audio functions, please go to the following URL in your web browser on the date and time of the meeting:
https://energy.zoom.us/j/96768805606?pwd=bFVvRmxvMUtuWE5FL2dBV2xUU3FyZz09

Meeting ID: 967 6880 5606
Password: 782239
One tap mobile: 
8778535257,, 96768805606# US Toll-free
8884754499,, 96768805606# US Toll-free

[bookmark: _Toc49776853]Dial by your location:
[bookmark: _Toc49776854] 877 853 5257 US Toll-free
 888 475 4499 US Toll-free

Find your local number:
https://energy.zoom.us/u/adTtODwxBO
Questions
During the RFQ process, questions of clarification about this RFQ must be directed to the Commission Agreement Officer (CAO) listed in the following section. Potential Firms shall carefully examine the qualifications and specifications of this RFQ. You may ask questions at the pre-bid conference; you may also submit written questions via mail, electronic mail, and by FAX. All questions must be received by 5:00 pm on the date indicated in the Key Activities and Dates section.
The questions and answers will be posted on the Energy Commission’s website at: http://www.energy.ca.gov/contracts/index.html

Any verbal communication with an Energy Commission employee concerning this RFQ is not binding on the State and shall in no way alter a specification, term, or condition of the RFQ. Therefore, all communication should be directed in writing to the CAO listed below.
[bookmark: _Toc182730692][bookmark: _Toc201713536][bookmark: _Toc219275085][bookmark: _Toc271274009][bookmark: _Toc403631342][bookmark: _Toc436209522]Contact Information
Marissa Sutton
Commission Agreement Officer
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street, MS-18
Sacramento, California 95814
E-mail:	marissa.sutton@energy.ca.gov
[bookmark: _Toc44724025][bookmark: _Toc44724865][bookmark: _Toc44730322][bookmark: _Toc44731246][bookmark: _Toc44737278][bookmark: _Toc44737472][bookmark: _Toc403631343][bookmark: _Toc436209523][bookmark: _Toc468450441][bookmark: _Toc49776855]Responses To This RFQ
Responses to this solicitation shall be in the form of a SOQ according to the format described in this RFQ. The SOQ shall provide detailed information on the Firm’s qualifications to perform the tasks outlined in the Scope of Work.
[bookmark: _Toc452976506][bookmark: _Toc453327878][bookmark: _Toc468450442][bookmark: _Toc49776856][bookmark: _Toc403631344][bookmark: _Toc436209524]Project Specific DCBO Reference Documents
Firms responding to this RFQ must familiarize themselves with the Final Commission Decisions and the applicable COCs for SGES VIII and IX, provisions on the CBSC applicable to the BESS construction and demolition of SEGS VIII, and DCBO Best Management Practices Guide, which is included as Attachment 11 of this RFQ package.
The following documents should be reviewed prior to responding to this RFQ:
· SEGS VIII (88-AFC-01C) Final Decommissioning Plan (TN # 232903), dated May 1, 2020:
SEGS VIII Final Decommissioning Plan
· Staff Analysis of the Solar Electric Generating System (SEGS) VIII Decommissioning Plan (TN # 234002), date July 23, 2020:
Staff Analysis of Decommissioning Plan
· Petition for Modification of SEGS VIII and IX (88-AFC-01C & 89-AFC-01C) to add a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) (TN # 229090): 
Petition for Modification
· Data Request Responses, Set 1, for SEGS VIII and IX (TN # 229725), dated September 12, 2019: 
Data Requests Responses Set 1
· Data Request Responses, Set 2 for Petition for Modification of SEGS VIII and IX (88-AFC-01C and 89-AFC-01C) to add BESS (TN # 231314), dated December 24, 2019: 
Data Requests Responses Set 2
· SEGS VIII and IX BESS Staff Analysis for Petition for Modification to add Battery (BESS) (TN # 22 Energy Storage System (BESS) (TN # 233096), dated May 22, 2020: 
Staff Analysis for Petition for Modification

Additional information regarding the specific power generation equipment and linear facilities required for the SEGS VIII and IX can be found at:
· CEC Siting Cases Website
Additionally, the DCBO Firm should be familiar with the following publications available on-line and at the Energy Commission Library:
1. Warren‐Alquist State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Act, Public Resources Code Section 25000 et seq. available online at: CEC Rules and Regulations Website 
2. Rules of Practice and Procedure Power Plant Site Certification Regulations, California Energy Commission, Publication No. CEC-140-2019-002, January 2019 California Code of Regulations, Title 20, Public Utilities and Energy, Division 2, State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission available online at: Rules of Practice and Procedure Power Plant Site Certification Regulations
[bookmark: _Toc350328274][bookmark: _Toc403631345][bookmark: _Toc468450443][bookmark: _Toc49776857][bookmark: _Toc124561289]II. SCOPE OF WORK
[bookmark: _Toc403631346][bookmark: _Toc436209525]About This Section
[bookmark: _Toc350328277][bookmark: _Toc403631347]In this section, the Energy Commission describes the tasks the DCBO Firm will be asked to perform under the direction of the Energy Commission’s CPM. This section also describes the work assignment process and deliverables.
[bookmark: _Toc436209526][bookmark: _Toc468450444][bookmark: _Toc49776858]DCBO Work Requirements
The Energy Commission utilizes the California Code of Regulations, Title 24, Parts 1 through 12, herein referred to as the California Building Standards Code (CBSC) for jurisdictional power plants. Facility Demolition and Construction Plan review, and demolition and construction compliance and filed inspections of all civil, structural, mechanical (except process piping), electrical, and fire prevention facilities must comply with the CBSC, so these codes apply to all power plant demolition and construction. Energy Commission DCBOs are required to have total familiarity with the codes. The CBSC includes the following code parts relevant to power generation facilities and their commonly referenced names:
· Part 1 - California Building Standards Administrative Code
· Part 2 - California Building Code (Volumes 1 and 2)
· Part 3 - California Electrical Code
· Part 4 - California Mechanical Code
· Part 5 - California Plumbing Code
· Part 6 - California Energy Code
· Part 7 - no longer in use
· Part 8 - California Historical Building Code
· Part 9 - California Fire Code
· Part 10 - California Existing Building Code (formally - California Code for Building
  Conservation)
· Part 11 - California Green Building Code
· Part 12 - California Reference Standards Code
A properly designed, constructed or modified power plant will meet or exceed all applicable LORS. Some of the applicable LORS include, but are not limited to, the list below. Energy Commission DCBOs must have complete familiarity with all applicable LORS.
· American National Standards Institute (ANSI)
· American Petroleum Institute (API)
· American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE)
· American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME)
· American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM)
· Institute of Electrical and Electronics Engineers (IEEE)
· National Fire Protection Association (NFPA)
· Underwriters Laboratories (UL)
· American Welding Society (AWS)
· National Electrical Code (NEC)
· National Electrical Safety Code
Additional LORS of note include, but are not limited to, the California Professional Engineers Act (Business and Professions Code sections 6700-6799), California Professional Land Surveyors’ Act (Business and Professions Code sections 8700-8805) and California contractors’ license laws.
[bookmark: _Toc49776859]Work Performance
The Energy Commission cannot accurately predict far into the future when work will be required under this agreement. The need for DCBO services will vary in response to many factors.  Further, once the need for work is initiated, the work may need to proceed at a quick pace to meet the required deadlines. Accordingly, the contractor will need to be able to respond to the Energy Commission’s requests for DCBO services on a timely basis.  The contractor shall respond to requests for work in accordance with the following pattern:
· The CPM shall provide at least two (2) weeks’ notice that a significant work effort will be required and the contractor will need to assemble an effective and trained team during that period.
· The contractor shall provide individual experts to handle specific issues with only two (2) working days’ notice.
· The contractor shall return telephone calls and emails from the CPM and provide an initial response within four (4) hours.
· The contractor and all team members shall meet the agreed-upon product deadlines on the day they are due.
· The contractor and all team members shall meet the agreed-upon event deadlines on the day, hour, and location needed.
· The contractor shall provide quality assurance on its draft products before delivery to the CPM.
[bookmark: _Toc436209527][bookmark: _Toc436224126][bookmark: _Toc468450445][bookmark: _Toc49776860]DCBO Tasks And Work Performance
This section contains a generalized version of the roles, responsibilities, and varied tasks expected of a DCBO Firm. Please note that although the DCBO functions as the Energy Commission's delegate, the Energy Commission has the final authority and responsibility to ensure that each power generating facility certified is built, modified, or closed in accordance with the Energy Commission’s Decision and the applicable LORS.
As an Energy Commission delegate, the DCBO must abide by any interpretation of the CBSC, and any other applicable LORS, made by the Energy Commission. In addition, all DCBO team members must be approved by Energy Commission staff, including additions or replacement team members.
[bookmark: _Toc112484391][bookmark: _Toc316893715][bookmark: _Toc436209528][bookmark: _Toc436224127]The DCBO will perform contract administration functions, complete a series of specific plan review, site-inspection, and facility demolition and construction monitoring and reporting tasks, and provide technical/interpretive support services when necessary. Required DCBO tasks include Tasks 1‑7, below:
[bookmark: _Toc468450446][bookmark: _Toc49776861]Task 1 – Project Team Management (DCBO Infrastructure) and Quality Control
The DCBO shall:
· Understand and become familiar with each Project’s COCs applicable to the project.
· Attend and participate in Energy Commission team meetings as requested by the CPM.
· Work with the CPM to ensure all pre-demolition and pre-construction submittals, if applicable, are complete.
· Use a password-protected, project-specific website for the posting of the weekly reports and other project documents. The documents on the website must be posted in an MS Word- or Excel-compatible format, and applicable submittals must be converted to .pdf files for the Periodic Compliance Reports (PCRs).
· Provide document security and backup methods to the CPM for review and approval to ensure that the electronic submittal process is secure and data can be re-established if it is lost or damaged.
· Obtain and become familiar with the compliance matrix for demolition and construction provided by the project owner with submittal deadlines.
· [bookmark: _Toc320184351][bookmark: _Toc452976516][bookmark: _Toc453327886][bookmark: _Toc452976514][bookmark: _Toc453327884]Maintain a site presence during all demolition and construction activities or as directed by the CPM.
· Issue as necessary correction notices and non-conformance reports to ensure COC and LORS compliance.
· Select a DCBO Lead Engineer or monitor as appropriate and as directed by the CPM, to oversee demolition and construction compliance, as delineated by the Facility Design, Geology, and Transmission System Engineering COCs, as well as the SWPPP and the DESCP.
· Include all the components listed below in a weekly Periodic Compliance Report (PCR) with an easily-navigable format. Provide PCRs and site inspection reports to the CPM via web posting, and include:
· List of DCBO staff onsite and their duties;
· Executive summary of current demolition and construction activities, broken down by facility design engineering elements:
· General (GEN);
· Civil (CIVIL);
· Structural (STRUC);
· Mechanical (MECH);
· Electrical (ELEC); and
· Safety.
· Updated compliance matrix;
· Compliance issues with applicable LORS and COCs;
· List of issued or potential non-conformance reports;
· List and status of submitted plans;
· Status of interconnections, including:
· Natural Gas;
· Backfeed;
· Potable Water;
· Waste Water; and
· Fire Water.
· List of field inspections performed this week (inspection reports shall be posted for CPM review no later than 3 days after inspection was done); and,
· List of any job-related accidents whether Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) recordable or not.
· Maintain, via a Document Control Manager (DCM), a log of all email correspondence pertinent to all document submittals, and inspection activity issues.
· Provide and maintain an easily referenced and on-line copy of the invoices submitted to the Project Owner.
Deliverables:
The following deliverables shall be submitted through the DCBO’s Document Submittal and Tracking System (DSTS):
1. Weekly Periodic Compliance Reports;
2. Updated Compliance Matrix for demolition and construction; and
3. Invoices submitted to the Project Owner.
[bookmark: _Toc436209529][bookmark: _Toc436224128][bookmark: _Toc468450447][bookmark: _Toc49776862][bookmark: _Toc112484394][bookmark: _Toc316893721]Task 2 – Project Coordination and Communication Protocols
Power plant development projects typically involve concurrent, design and construction efforts, and sometimes concurrent demolition. This “fast-track” approach requires well-organized processes in place to name and track all submittals in their various stages of development and review. Conversely, especially during the design phase, significant time may pass between subsequent submittals of the same package. To keep all parties on track, it is important that all DCBO comments are well documented, and that a standardized electronic file-naming protocol is used.
The DCBO shall:
· Track and maintain power plant project submittals on a web-based electronic Document Submittal and Tracking System (DSTS), designed to minimize hard-copy transmittals, that includes but is not limited to the following:
· Username and password protection to restrict access to submittals.
· The DSTS must provide submittal associative links to review comments, document approvals, inspection requests, and demolition and construction approvals.
· File names that include:
· The COC section abbreviation and number (i.e. “STRUC-1”);
· A short but recognizable description of the submittal type and document contents; and
· The version or revision number, including the date received and the date returned or approved.
· A multi-level file structure that can organize the submittals by various document characteristics and allow the user to easily identify the status of the submittal through the approval process. For example, using a query function, the user should be able to identify and/or review:
· The COC section requiring the submittal;
· Chronological order and date of the submittal;
· Approval status of the submittal, including partial approvals;
· Time anticipated (due date) for completion of the DCBO’s review;
· Document review comments;
· Subsequent re-submittal of the corrected documents;
· Approval signature by the DCBO Firm;
· A separate file for the latest approved revision and another file for all the previous revisions (i.e, if the latest approved revision is number 5, then that revision should have its own file. Revisions 1-4 should be together in another file to be used if needed);
· Demolition and construction inspection requests;
· Notices of non-conformance;
· Inspection comments, rejections, and approvals;
· Special inspections; and
· Safety Inspections.
· A query function to locate and determine the status of every submittal, drawing, inspection, report, or other document. The query function must have the capability to link with the submittal and to gather data relating to the various sections within the COC. For example, an authorized individual should be able to query a list of all STRUC-1 compliance submittals.
· Maintain a DSTS log that follows the file structure logic to track submittals from original receipt through final inspection. The submittal log should provide a means to identify:
· Which documents are contained within a submittal;
· Which documents have been approved;
· Which documents have been revised; and
· The current document revision number.
· Maintain an accessible historical DSTS document archive of all documents submitted to the DCBO for access by project staff and Energy Commission staff. Simply having the most current version of a document in the document tracking system does not provide an adequate record of the submittal history.
· Maintain the minimum types of project documents including but not limited to: demolition and construction drawings; supporting calculations; demolition and construction specifications; inspections; special inspections; worker safety records; and when applicable, environmental monitoring records.
· Documents submitted to the DCBO must be in an Adobe Acrobat® .pdf, secure, electronic file format, and if an Engineer of Record (EOR) is associated with the submittal, it must include a digital signature.
If approved by the CPM, minor variations to the document tracking structure described herein, and alternative methods of saving documents within a traditional, multi-level file structure may be acceptable, provided they function in a similar manner. Database and/or document tracking systems are acceptable, provided they are organized with a search engine that locates submittals and documents in the same logical fashion as would be done within a traditional data file-server structure.
Power plant construction and demolition require well-organized processes to perform plan reviews and inspections, keep all parties informed, and ensure all DCBO comments are well documented.
The DCBO shall:
· Track and maintain:
· Any Drawings;
· Notices of non-conformance;
· Inspection comments, rejections, and approvals;
· Special inspections; and,
· Safety Inspections.
· Maintain all documents submitted to the DCBO for access by project staff and Energy Commission staff.
· Maintain the minimum types of project documents including but not limited to: demolition and construction drawings; supporting calculations; demolition and construction specifications; inspections; special inspections; worker safety records; and when applicable, environmental monitoring records.
· Documents submitted to the DCBO must be in an Adobe Acrobat® .pdf, secure, electronic file format, and if an Engineer of Record (EOR) is associated with the submittal, it must include a digital signature.
[bookmark: _Toc452976517][bookmark: _Toc453327887]TASK 2.1 – KICK OFF AND COORDINATION MEETING(S)
As directed by the CPM, the DCBO shall attend project-specific coordination meetings and be prepared to provide information regarding the timing, schedule, and issues for COC compliance and monitoring. 
[bookmark: _Toc526327817][bookmark: _Toc49776863][bookmark: _Toc487808666]Task 3 – Pre-Demolition and Pre-Construction Compliance Assistance
There is often an extensive list of pre-demolition and pre-construction submittals that must be approved before the Energy Commission can issue a formal Notice to Proceed for the project. The Notice to Proceed allows site mobilization for demolition and construction to commence. Although the Energy Commission retains the final authority over all matters relating to COC interpretation, the DCBO does provide certain preliminary document review and pre-demolition and pre-construction COC compliance assistance.
The DCBO shall assist, as directed by the CPM, with preliminary document review and pre-demolition and pre-construction COC compliance. The DCBO should communicate the amount of time required for these activities to the Project Owner during their contract negotiations.
Compliance assistance may include, but are not limited to, the following activities:
· Create an Energy Commission staff accessible and secure web folder to track progress and house reporting information. 
· Gather and review all applicable pre-existing project specific “as-builts” and compliance plans. The DCBO shall work with the CPM to ensure all pre-demolition and pre-construction submittals are complete before issuance of a notice to proceed.
· Prepare, as directed by the CPM, project-specific periodic compliance reports (PCR). The documents on the website will be posted in an MS Word- or Excel-compatible format, and applicable submittals may need to be converted to Adobe Acrobat® .pdf files. The PCRs must include:
· List of DCBO staff onsite and their duties;
· Executive summary of current activities, broken down by facility design engineering elements:
· General (GEN);
· Civil (CIVIL);
· Structural (STRUC);
· Mechanical (MECH);
· Electrical (ELEC);
· Safety; and
· Environmental (as applicable); 
· Project completion percentage, based on the amount of work completed to date for all systems before plant operation or restart;
· Compliance issues with applicable LORS and all COCs;
· List of issued or potential non-conformance reports;
· List and status of submitted plans;
· Status of interconnections; 
· Natural Gas
· Electrical
· Backfeed
· Potable Water
· Waste Water
· Fire Water
· A “look ahead” schedule or scheduling forecast for demolition and construction progress; 
· A site map (including a scale bar and directional key) and date-stamped project photographs identifying demolition and construction activities with a brief description, broken down by facility design engineering elements;
· Estimate of demolition and construction staff/contractors onsite; 
· List of field inspections performed since previous PCR (inspection reports shall be posted for CPM review no longer than 3 days after inspection was done); and
· List of any job-related accidents whether recordable or not.
Provide initial and periodic refresher training support to the CPM, Energy Commission staff and project team on the On-Call DCBO’s project activity reporting website as applicable.

Maintain, via a document control manager (DCM), a log of all email correspondence pertinent to the work authorizations, including all submittals, reviews, comments, approvals, inspection requests, and inspection activity.

Provide document security and backup protocols to the CPM for review and approval to ensure that the electronic submittal process is secure and data can be re-established if it is lost or damaged.

Deliverables:
The following deliverables shall be submitted through the DCBO’s Document Submittal and Tracking System (DSTS):
1. Pre-demolition and pre-construction submittals noting the DCBO’s review and approval of pre-demolition and pre-construction documents and noting their compliance with the Energy Commission’s Conditions of Certification, where required; and
2. Periodic compliance reports (PCRs).
[bookmark: _Toc487808668][bookmark: _Toc526327818][bookmark: _Toc49776864][bookmark: _Toc112484396][bookmark: _Toc316893723][bookmark: _Toc452976520][bookmark: _Toc453327890][bookmark: _Toc436209532][bookmark: _Toc436224131][bookmark: _Toc468450450]Task 4 – Facility demolition and Construction Plan Review
The bulk of the work performed by the DCBO involves the review of demolition or construction drawings, calculations, and other documents supporting the project’s engineering activities. The DCBO should also anticipate document submittals concurrent with on-going demolition and construction.
The demolition and construction plans must be approved before the Energy Commission can allow the project owner to proceed with site mobilization and commence facility demolition or construction activities. Although the Energy Commission retains the final authority over all matters relating to COC interpretation, the DCBO does provide certain preliminary document review and pre-demolition and pre-construction COC compliance assistance.
The DCBO shall assist, as directed by the CPM, with preliminary document review and COC compliance. The DCBO should communicate the amount of time required for these activities to the Project Owner during their contract negotiations.
Project owners often submit multiple documents/drawings within a single submittal. The DCBO shall review the submittal and approve individual documents within a submittal if possible to expedite the document review process. The documents/drawings that require re-work will be allowed to be resubmitted alone as a revision to the original submittal.
The DCBO shall:
· Review, and when found to be in compliance with all applicable LORS, approve the selection of dynamic analysis and/or alternative methods of analysis for the design of those major structures designated in the project’s Facility Design COCs;
· Ensure that the results of all plan checks and demolition and construction inspections are available to the CPM via the Project-Specific website (see Task 1);
· Retain all approved plans, specifications, calculations, and marked-up as-built for 90 days after the project’s demolition and construction completion date, after which the DCBO shall deliver them to the project owner for long-term retention at the project site or other accessible location (see Task 7); 
· Provide electronic copies of the approved plans, specifications, calculations, marked-up as-built and other relevant submittals to the CPM, in the form of DVDs, compact discs or a USB memory stick, within 90 days of the project’s demolition and construction completion dates (see Task 7); and
· Provide code interpretation and enforcement support.
Deliverables:
The following deliverables shall be submitted through the DCBO’s Document Submittal and Tracking System (DSTS):
1. Qualifications for all plan check reviewers and their engineering supervisors;
2. Final project submittals as well as previously-reviewed versions (with comments); and
3. Approved stamped design drawings and calculations.
[bookmark: _Toc487808669][bookmark: _Toc526327819][bookmark: _Toc49776865][bookmark: _Toc452976521][bookmark: _Toc453327891][bookmark: _Toc436209533][bookmark: _Toc436224132][bookmark: _Toc468450451][bookmark: _Toc316893724]Task 5 – Facility Demolition and Construction Compliance and Field Inspections
The DCBO’s responsibilities also include conducting field inspections and providing COC compliance oversight. In this role, the DCBO is responsible for the inspection of demolition-related structures (i.e., platforms) and constructed facilities to ensure compliance with the approved construction drawings. The CBSC requires that all plans be reviewed and approved before demolition and construction. There are tasks not typically performed by building department inspectors that are a part of the Energy Commission’s DCBO responsibilities. These include, but are not limited to, compliance items identified below and within the project-specific COCs.
The DCBO shall:
1. Review, approve, and monitor any of the project’s proposed special inspection programs, approve the qualifications and experience of the proposed special inspectors; monitor the DCBO approved special inspectors work as needed in the field; and review the special inspectors daily reports to ensure all CBC requirements are met.
2. Maintain, as directed by the CPM, a site presence and an on-site field office during demolition and construction activities. 
3. Issue correction notices and non-conformance reports as necessary to ensure COC and LORS compliance.
4. Select a Certified Safety Monitor, financed by the project owner, who reports directly to the DCBO and the CPM. The Certified Safety Monitor must be certified from a recognized state, national, or international organization as a Safety Professional.  The Certified Safety Monitor’s role will include, but is not limited to, conducting on-site (including linear facilities) safety inspections to verify that the Demolition and Construction Safety Supervisor implements all appropriate Cal/OSHA and Energy Commission safety requirements. The DCBO shall ensure the Safety Monitor does the following:
· The Safety Monitor will conduct on-site safety inspections during demolition and construction at intervals necessary to fulfill those responsibilities.
· The Safety Monitor will have the authority to issue a stop work order for unsafe conditions found on the work site. The stop work order will be in writing and given to the Demolition and Construction Safety Supervisor with the necessary conditions to remedy the unsafe condition(s) before work can resume.
· The Safety Monitor will ensure that the corrective actions have been properly taken by the Demolition and Construction Safety Supervisor before work can resume.
· The Safety Monitor shall maintain a log of and document all safety-related issues.
5. Provide an inspection notification process that includes independent feedback to the project owner’s project team and CPM when multiple or repeated inspection failures have occurred.
6. Select DCBO team engineer to oversee engineering demolition and construction compliance, as may be required by the facility design, geology, and transmission system engineering COCs, as well as the storm water pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) and the drainage, erosion, and sediment control plan (DESCP); and 
7. Provide engineering and demolition and construction monitoring support.


Deliverables:
The following deliverables shall be submitted through the DCBO’s Document Submittal and Tracking System (DSTS):
3. Qualifications for all special inspectors, including safety personnel;
4. Adopted complaint tracking notification and response process; and
5. Stop work order, if any.
[bookmark: _Toc49776866]Task 6 – Non-Compliance and Incident Reporting and Resolution
The primary responsibility of the DCBO is to ensure compliance with the Final Commission Decision for the project. As per Task 1 above, if a non-conformance report is issued, it must be reported to the CPM (on a per incident basis or in the next PCR). The non-conformance report should only be issued after all other measures are exhausted (i.e. correction notices, discussion with CPM, etc.) to seek compliance.
The DCBO shall:
1. Communicate any concerns regarding a project owner’s design and quality assurance/quality control (QA/QC) process and documentation to the CPM for issue resolution.
2. Communicate any LORS-related non-compliance concerns or issues about any safety-related incidents to the project owner’s representative and CPM.
3. Communicate any unresolved issues to the CPM for issue resolution process.
4. Take any action allowed by the California Code of Regulations, the CBSC and LORS to ensure that the Energy Commission’s interests are properly addressed and protected.
5. Notify the CPM prior to initiating a stop-work order. For emergency situations, the DCBO may initiate a stop-work prior to notifying the CPM or the Compliance Office Manager if the CPM is not available. For any action taken under emergency conditions, the CPM must be notified within 4 hours of the action.
Deliverables:
1. Notification to CPM of intention to initiate stop-work order, due 24 hours before initiation except as described in item 2 below;
2. Notification to CPM of emergency stop-work order, within 4 hours of action; and
3. Safety-related incidents reports.
[bookmark: _Toc452976522][bookmark: _Toc453327892][bookmark: _Toc487808671][bookmark: _Toc436209534][bookmark: _Toc436224133][bookmark: _Toc468450452][bookmark: _Toc526327821][bookmark: _Toc49776867][bookmark: _Toc350328285][bookmark: _Toc403631350][bookmark: _Toc468450455][bookmark: _Toc44730348][bookmark: _Toc44731272][bookmark: _Toc44737304][bookmark: _Toc44737498]Task 7 – “As-Built” Document Package and Archiving
The DCBO is responsible for the oversight/development of the as-built document package within 90 days of project/amendment construction or demolition completion.  The as-built drawings originate from redlined demolition and construction drawings and these drawings are maintained by the project development team at the power plant site.  The DCBO demolition and construction inspectors will ensure that the project development team captures field changes. The DCBO will receive the revised construction drawings from the project development team’s Engineer of Record (EOR) and combine them with the project supporting documents to create the as-built document package. The submittal of the as-built document package to the Energy Commission is for document archival purposes as required by the COCs.
The DCBO shall:
1. Ensure that the project development team captures field changes for the as-built document package.
2. Receive the project development team’s revised construction drawings from the EOR and combine them with the project supporting documents to create the as-built document package.
3. Develop and submit as-built electronic file package consisting of construction drawings and supporting documents including, but not limited to, the following:
· Construction drawings;
· Supporting calculations;
· Construction specifications;
· Inspection records;
· Special inspection records; and
· Worker safety records, etc.
4. Submit one copy to the Energy Commission and one copy to the Project Owner of all volumes of the as built document package on CD-ROM, DVDs or USB memory stick, saved in Adobe Acrobat® .pdf file format, and organized by COC section:
· General - GEN;
· Civil – CIVIL;
· Structural – STRUC;
· Mechanical – MECH;
· Electrical – ELEC; and
· Transmission Systems Engineering– TSE.
The DCBO is responsible for verifying the completeness of this package, which should include any additional related facilities[footnoteRef:5] within the Energy Commission’s jurisdiction that are not included in the six facility design elements above. [5:  Cal. Code Regs. tit. 20, §1201(r)] 


Deliverables:
Within 90 days of demolition and construction completion, the DCBO shall provide to the CPM, electronic copies of the approved plans, specifications, calculations, marked-up as-builts, and other relevant submittals, in the form of DVDs, compact discs or a USB memory stick, including an executed Certificate of Occupancy.

III. SOQ FORMAT, REQUIRED DOCUMENTS AND DELIVERY
[bookmark: _Toc403631351][bookmark: _Toc436209536][bookmark: _Toc49776868]About This Section
This section contains the format requirements and instructions on how to submit an SOQ in response to this RFQ. The format is prescribed to assist the Firm in meeting State requirements and to enable the Energy Commission to evaluate each SOQ uniformly and fairly. Firms must follow all SOQ format instructions, answer all questions, and supply all requested data.
[bookmark: _Toc49776869][bookmark: _Toc201713573][bookmark: _Toc219275111][bookmark: _Toc271274037][bookmark: _Toc403631353][bookmark: _Toc436209538]Pricing/Rates Information
Do not submit any price quotes or bids in your SOQ since this will be negotiated with the top-rated firm.
[bookmark: _Toc468450456][bookmark: _Toc49776870]Required Format For An SOQ
All SOQs submitted under this RFQ must be typed or printed using a standard 12‑point font, singled-spaced and a blank line between paragraphs. SOQ Section 3 Technical Response must be no more than 30 pages (printed double-sided on 15 pieces of 8 1/2 x 11 paper). Pages must be numbered and sections titled and printed back-to-back. Spiral or comb binding is preferred and tabs are encouraged. Binders are discouraged.
[bookmark: _Toc201713574][bookmark: _Toc219275112][bookmark: _Toc271274038][bookmark: _Toc403631354][bookmark: _Toc436209539][bookmark: _Toc468450457][bookmark: _Toc49776871]Number Of Copies
· Firms must submit the original and 5 copies of the SOQ.
· Firms must also submit electronic files of all volumes on USB memory stick along with the paper submittal. Only one USB memory stick is needed.
· Electronic files must be in Microsoft Word XP (.doc format) and Excel Office Suite formats.
· Electronic files submitted via e-mail will not be accepted.
[bookmark: _Toc201713575][bookmark: _Toc219275113][bookmark: _Toc271274039][bookmark: _Toc403631355][bookmark: _Toc436209540][bookmark: _Toc468450458][bookmark: _Toc49776872]Packaging And Labeling
The original and copies of the SOQ must be labeled "Request for Qualifications, RFQ-20-701" and include the title of SOQ and the appropriate volume number.
Include the following label information and deliver your SOQ, in a sealed package:
Person’s Name, Phone #
Firm’s Name
Street Address
City, State, Zip Code
FAX #	
RFQ-20-701
Contracts Office, MS-18
California Energy Commission
1516 Ninth Street, 1st Floor
	Sacramento, California  95814
[bookmark: _Toc49776873]Preferred Method For Delivery
A Firm may deliver an SOQ by:
· U.S. Mail, FedEx, UPS (or similar mail service);
· In person; or
· Messenger service.
SOQs must be delivered to the Energy Commission’s Contracts, Grants and Loans Office during normal business hours and prior to the deadline specified in this RFQ (Section I). Any SOQ received after the specified date and time are considered late and will not be accepted. Postmark dates of mailing, E-mail and facsimile (FAX) transmissions are not acceptable in whole or in part, under any circumstances.
[bookmark: _Toc219275114][bookmark: _Toc271274041][bookmark: _Toc403631357][bookmark: _Toc436209543][bookmark: _Toc468450460][bookmark: _Toc49776874]SOQ Organization
[bookmark: _Toc49776875]Section 1: Administrative Response
[bookmark: _Toc468450461]Cover Letter	
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Contractor Status Form	Attachment 1
Darfur Contracting Act Form	Attachment 2
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[bookmark: _Toc49776876]Section 2: Minimum Requirements
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[bookmark: _Toc524076375][bookmark: _Toc49776877]Section 3: Technical Response
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[bookmark: _Toc468450462][bookmark: _Toc524076376][bookmark: _Toc49776878]Section 2: minimum requirements
In order for a Firm’s SOQ to be accepted and scored on the technical substance, the Firm must meet the Project Team Minimum Requirements. The Energy Commission will determine if the Firm meets the minimum requirements. Any Firm which does not meet these Minimum Requirements shall be eliminated and the SOQ will not be evaluated and scored.
1. [bookmark: _Toc379460417][bookmark: _Toc403631365][bookmark: _Toc436209558]Conflict of Interest Minimum Requirements[footnoteRef:6], [footnoteRef:7] [6:  The Political Reform Act, Government Code Sections 81000, et seq.
]  [7:  Government Code Section 1090 et seq.
] 

The Firm must meet the conflict of interest minimum requirements described in this section. First, the Firm must be Available to Work on the power plant project. Second, the Firm must certify that it has a team that is Available to Work that can cover every position listed on Table 1, Project Team Minimum Requirements. “Available to Work” is defined in each section below.
Minimum Requirements for the Firm
The Firm must be Available to Work on the power plant project. A Firm is Available to Work on the power plant project if:

· The Firm has not worked on behalf of the project owner on the preparation of the power plant demolition and construction that is the subject of this RFQ, and has not received income from the power plant project owner within the twelve months prior to the start of work for the Energy Commission under the agreement resulting from this RFQ, except income received from the project owner pursuant to a memorandum of understanding between the Energy Commission and the Firm for work as the Energy Commission’s DCBO.
· The Firm’s subcontractors have not worked on behalf of the project owner on preparation of the power plant demolition and construction, the subject of this RFQ, and have not received income from the power plant project owner within the twelve months prior to the start of work for the Energy Commission under the agreement resulting from this RFQ, except income received from the project owner pursuant to a memorandum of understanding between the Energy Commission and the Firm for work as the Energy Commission’s DCBO.
Minimum Requirements for the Firm’s Team
The Firm must certify that it has a team that is Available to Work that can cover every position listed on Table 1, Project Team Minimum Requirements. To cover every position, the Firm must certify that it has at least one team member for each position that is Available to Work on the power plant project. “Available to Work” means that the team member has no conflicts of interest associated with the power plant project.  A team member is Available to Work on the power plant project if:
· The person has not previously worked on behalf of the project owner on the preparation of the power plant demolition and construction, the subject of this RFQ.
· The person has no financial interest in the project owners and project entities identified below, except for income received for performing work as DCBO on behalf of the Energy Commission.
Please use Attachment 8, Certification Regarding Conflicts of Interest, to help determine whether a team member is Available to Work. Please use the Power Plant Project Owner and Project Entities List below for your answers to Section 3 of Attachment 8:
1. Name of Power Plant Projects:
· SEGS VIII and IX

1. Project Owner(s):
· [bookmark: Executive_Summary]LUZ Solar Partners VIII and IX, LLC.

1. Project Entities:
· Terra-Gen, LLC 
· FPL Energy, LLC
· Caithness Solar Partners VIII GP, LLC
· Caithness Solar Partners VIll, LLC
· Harper Lake Company VIII (HLC VIII)
· Hyperion VIII, Inc. (Hyperion VIII)

1. Project Engineering, Procurement, Demolition, and Construction (EPC) Contractor:
·  LSA
2. Project Team Minimum Requirements Form (Attachment 10):
For each expertise/position listed in Table 1, the Firm must submit the name of the team member, a short description of the persons’ qualifications, experience, and education/license/certification, and a copy of those licenses and certifications. 
· The Firm must have at least one team member for each of the delegated positions with at least the minimum qualification, experience, and education as identified in Table 1. The Firm must identify at least one name for each position in Attachment 10. If the Firm fails to satisfy all of the Project Team Minimum Requirements at the time of SOQ submission, the Firm shall be eliminated and the SOQ will not be evaluated and scored. The successful Firm must continue to satisfy all of the Project Team Minimum Requirements throughout the term of the contract resulting from this RFQ. One person may fulfill positions as long as that person meets the minimum requirements for each position.

TABLE 1: PROJECT TEAM MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
	Delegated Position
	Qualifications
	Experience
	Education/
License/
Certification Requirements

	Chief Building Official (CBO)
	Verifiable experience as a Chief Building Official on complex industrial* facilities and high-voltage power generating facilities in California
	Minimum 2 years as a CBO on a power generating facility
	Minimum Combination Building Inspector, from a recognized state, national or international organization

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Deputy Chief Building Official
	Verifiable experience as a Deputy Chief Building Official on complex industrial* facilities (preferably with high-voltage power generating facilities) in California 
	Minimum 2 years, as a Deputy CBO for Complex industrial facilities (preferably high voltage power generating facilities) 


	Minimum Building Inspector, but desired Combination Inspector, from a recognized state, national or international organization

	Fire Marshall
	Certified California Fire plan reviewer and certified California fire inspector with verifiable experience as a Fire Marshall on complex industrial* facilities and high-voltage power generating facilities in California
	Minimum 2 years, reviewing fire plans for a high voltage power generating facility
	Minimum Fire Marshall and Fire Plans Reviewer from a recognized state, national or international organization

	Lead Structural Plan Review Engineer
	California licensed structural engineer or California licensed civil engineer with verifiable knowledge and experience in structural engineering, and is fully competent and proficient in reviewing facility demolition and construction documents (plans, calculations and specifications) of complex industrial* facilities and power generating facilities structures and equipment supports in California 
	Minimum 2 years, reviewing plans for a high voltage power generating facility
	Engineering degree that is licensed and in good standing with the California Department of Consumer Affairs, Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists for the discipline to be reviewed

	Lead Electrical Plan Review Engineer
	California licensed electrical engineer with verifiable knowledge and experience in electrical engineering, and is fully competent and proficient in reviewing facility demolition and construction documents (plans, calculations and specifications) of complex industrial* facilities and power generating facilities’ electrical systems that include low, medium and high voltages
	Minimum 2 years, reviewing plans for a high voltage power generating facility
	Engineering degree that is licensed and in good standing with the California Department of Consumer Affairs, Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists for the discipline to be reviewed

	Lead Mechanical Plan Review Engineer
	California licensed mechanical engineer with verifiable knowledge and experience in mechanical engineering, and is fully competent and proficient in reviewing facility demolition and construction documents (plans, calculations and specifications) of complex industrial* facilities and high-voltage power generating facilities mechanical systems that include but are not limited to: chemical conveying systems; potable water; fire protection; pressure vessels; steam piping; and high pressure gas lines
	Minimum 2 years, reviewing plans for a high voltage power generating facility
	Engineering degree that is licensed and in good standing with the California Department of Consumer Affairs, Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists for the discipline to be reviewed

	Lead Civil/Geology Plan Review Engineer
	California licensed civil engineer with verifiable knowledge and experience in civil engineering, and is fully competent and proficient in reviewing facility demolition and construction documents (plans, calculations and specifications) of complex industrial* facilities and high-voltage power generating facilities that include but are not limited to: foundation investigations; geotechnical/ soils reports; site preparation; excavation; compaction; secondary containment; foundations; erosion and sedimentation control structures; drainage facilities; underground utilities; culverts; site access roads and sanitary sewer systems
	Minimum 2 years, reviewing Civil plans for Complex industrial facilities (preferably high voltage power generating facilities)
	Engineering degree that is licensed and in good standing with the California Department of Consumer Affairs, Board for Professional Engineers, Land Surveyors and Geologists for the discipline to be reviewed

	
Lead Building (Life/Safety) Plan Reviewer
	Certified commercial building plan reviewer with verifiable knowledge and experience reviewing plans for life/safety compliance on complex industrial* facilities (preferably with high-voltage power facilities) in California. Experience should include but not be limited to reviewing: Occupancy classification; type of demolition and construction; allowable square footage; fire separations; elevators; ADA; building egress; and Green Building, including planning and design, energy efficiency, water efficiency, resource efficiency and environmental quality

	Minimum 2 years, Reviewing Life/Safety Plans for Complex industrial* facilities (preferably high voltage power generating facilities)
	Certification from a recognized state, national or international organization as a commercial plan reviewer

	Mechanical Plan Review Engineer
	Mechanical engineer with verifiable experience and knowledge, that with supervision from the  lead mechanical plan review engineer, is fully competent and proficient in reviewing facility demolition and construction documents (plans, calculations and specifications) of complex industrial* facilities (preferably with high-voltage power generating facilities) mechanical systems that include but are not limited to; chemical conveying systems; potable water; fire protection; pressure vessels; steam piping; and high pressure gas lines
	1 Year Reviewing Plans for Complex industrial* facilities (preferably high voltage power generating facilities)
	Engineering Degree

	Electrical Plan Review Engineer
	Electrical engineer with verifiable experience and knowledge, that with supervision from the lead electrical engineer is fully competent and proficient in reviewing facility demolition and  construction documents (plans, calculations and specifications) of complex industrial* facilities and power generating facilities electrical systems that include low, medium and high voltages
	1 Year Reviewing Plans for Complex industrial* facilities (preferably high voltage power generating facilities)
	Engineering Degree

	Structural Plan Review Engineer
	Structural engineer or civil engineer with verifiable experience and knowledge, that with supervision from the lead structural plan review engineer is fully competent and proficient in reviewing facility demolition and construction documents (plans, calculations and specifications) of complex industrial* facilities and power generating facilities, structures and equipment supports in California
	1 Year Reviewing Plans for Complex industrial* facilities (preferably high voltage power generating facilities)
	Engineering Degree

	Lead Onsite Inspector
	Certification from a recognized state, national or international organization as a combination Building Inspector with verifiable experience as a lead inspector on high voltage power generating and complex industrial* facilities in California
	Minimum 2 years, as a lead inspector on high-voltage power generating facilities in California
	Certification from a recognized state, national or international organization as a Building (Life/Safety), Electrical, Mechanical and Plumbing inspector

	Onsite Inspector
	Certification from a recognized state, national or international organization as a combination Building Inspector with verifiable knowledge and experience as an inspector on complex industrial* facilities (preferably high voltage power generating facilities) in California
	1 year as an inspector on complex industrial* (preferably high voltage power generating) facilities in California
	Certification from a recognized state, national or international organization as a Building (Life/Safety), Electrical, Mechanical and Plumbing inspector

	Worker Safety Monitor
	Verifiable experience as a safety representative on complex industrial* (preferably high voltage power generating) facilities
	2 years as a Safety Professional on complex industrial* (preferably high voltage power generating) facilities
	Certification from a recognized state, national or international organization as a Safety Professional

	


Document
Control
	Verifiable experience to include but not be limited to; collecting, maintaining and distribution of all documents necessary for successful project delivery; management, tracking and distribution of engineering documents; tracking of review deadlines; distribution of tasks including inspection requests, engineering document review requests and other miscellaneous project requirement due dates; compilation of project documents; and review and editing of inspection reports, engineering letters, etc.
	Minimum 1 year
	

	Project
Assistant
	Verifiable experience to include but not be limited to; assisting field and office staff with the creation of project deliverables; coordinate office and field supply requirements for specific assignments; perform clerical duties to generate and revise documents as necessary; performing technical writing duties as assigned; and website maintenance (upload/download documentation) as necessary. Should be proficient in the following: Microsoft Word, Excel, PowerPoint; presentation development; technical writing; editing; process implementation; and must have excellent communication skills with attention to detail
	Minimum 1 year
	



*Complex industrial experience is defined as having similar systems as a high-voltage power generating facility that include but are not limited to: high pressure gas system; high pressure steam, chemical carrying pipeline systems, etc.
[bookmark: _Toc468450463]
SECTION 3: TECHNICAL RESPONSE
1. Project Team Management and Quality Control Experience
· Describe how the Firm would initiate, schedule, and manage the project team for complex facility demolition and construction projects, including a narrative of the team’s communication protocol among the Firm’s team members (including subcontractors), the Project Owner’s team members, and the CPM.
· Describe the Firm’s approach to the contract management and administration of this agreement.  Identify the contract management team members.
· Describe the Firm’s code interpretation and conflict resolution processes with contractors, local jurisdictions, and the public.
· Describe the Firm’s approach to provide quality assurance for each team member’s performance, and to identify and resolve performance problems effectively.
· Describe the Firm’s approach to minimize turnover and provide a stable professional team for the duration of the agreement, including the ability to effectively and efficiently add and train new team members as needed.
2. Project Team Organizational Structure
· Describe the composition and organizational structure of the Firm, including providing an organizational chart of the entire team.  In addition, provide the following:
· Identify all responsible engineering team members and supervisorial/senior monitoring team members, with photo identification;
· Identify senior team members familiar with the facility types specific to the Energy Commission’s jurisdiction; and
· Provide the number of employees in the Firm and the number of years the Firm has been in business.
· Describe the composition and organizational structure of each subcontractor, including providing an organizational chart for each subcontractor. In addition, provide the following:
· The number of employees;
· The number of years in business; and
· Key team members.
· Identify the primary contact person for the Firm and each subcontractor. The Evaluation Committee will invite the primary contact person for the Firm to attend the discussion session described in Section IV. Additionally, at least one individual representing the team’s expertise in each of the technical areas of your SOQ is encouraged to attend the discussion session.
· Identify the locations of the Firm’s and each subcontractor’s headquarters and/or satellite office(s).
· Provide a short description of each subcontractor and key members of the team.  Describe the relationship between the Firm and the subcontractors on your team.  Indicate any history of a working relationship between the team members noting any significant success stories.
· Describe the Firm’s ability to pay subcontractors on a timely basis.
3. Project Team Relevant Experience and Qualifications
· Identify and list all of the Firm’s staff and subcontractors (all team members) who will be committed to the tasks. Describe their roles and familiarity with the technical areas pertinent to the tasks identified in the Scope of Work.  Include job classifications, relevant experience, education level, and academic degrees (as applicable).
· Identify which, if any, of the Firm’s project team is a subcontractor and what their tasks will be.
· Provide a brief description of the Firm’s familiarity with the Energy Commission’s AFC/PTA processes and COCs, in conjunction with the scope of the DCBO’s duties and responsibilities.
· Identify the percentage of time each team member will be available throughout the contract term.
· Describe any professional awards of the Firm and each subcontractor.
· Highlight any awards, specialized facility compliance experience, or current certifications of the project team that are applicable to the tasks in the Scope of Work.
· Provide a description of the project team’s experience evaluating code compliance for projects with a significantly large and varied array of conditions for approval.
· Provide a description of the project team’s experience on past power plant projects under the Energy Commission’s jurisdiction.
· Identify the project team’s qualified experts in plan review and in facility demolition and construction inspection and monitoring.
· Include a current set of qualifications for all project team members expected to conduct plan review services.
· Provide a current resume for all team members listed:
· Include relevant documentation, qualifications, and technical certifications; and
· Include all third party plan review service providers, and the relevant documentation, qualifications, and technical certifications for the subcontractors.
· Provide a list of projects completed in the last five years by the project team that demonstrate familiarity with these elements of energy facility compliance plans:
· Energy Commission COCs (including Facility Design, Hazardous Materials, Worker Safety, Fire Protection, Soil and Water, and Transmission Safety Engineering);
· Facility demolition and construction and operational safety and health programs;
· Injury and illness prevention programs; and
· Emergency action and fire prevention plans.
· Provide a list of projects completed by the project team in the last five years that demonstrate engineering plan-review experience with the following:
· Facility design review (i.e., civil and structural, electrical, and mechanical engineering);
· Demolition and construction experience;
· Pipeline safety;
· Storm water management;
· Transmission system engineering;
· Geology and seismic safety experience; and
· Geothermal or solar technology experience (as applicable)
· Identify any work done in the last five years with any thermal power plant developer or owners that have projects in California.
· Include relevant documentation, qualifications, and technical certifications; and
· Include all third party plan review service providers, and the relevant documentation, qualifications, and technical certifications for the subcontractors.
4. Approaches to Tasks in Scope of Work
Describe the Firm’s general and specific proposed approaches to providing the services listed in the Scope of Work, highlighting outstanding features, qualifications, and experience of the team.
· TASK 1 – Project Team Management (DCBO Infrastructure) and Quality Control
· TASK 2 – Project Coordination and Communication Protocols
· Task 2.1. Kick Off and Coordination Meeting(s)
· TASK 3 – Pre-Demolition and Pre-Construction Compliance Assistance
· TASK 4 – Facility Demolition and  Construction Plan Review
· TASK 5 –Facility Demolition and Construction Compliance and Field Inspections
· TASK 6 – Non-Compliance and Incident Reporting and Resolution
[bookmark: _Toc49776879]Task 7 – “As-Built” Document Package and Archiving
5. Analytical Tools
· Describe capability to use computers and/or analytical tools to accomplish the tasks listed in the Scope of Work and what types of computers and/or analytical tools will be used.
· Describe any technical capabilities that would facilitate communication with the Energy Commission.
6. Client References
The Firm and each subcontractor shall complete a Client Reference Form (Attachment 7). Three client references are required for the Firm and three client references are required for each subcontractor.
[bookmark: _Toc448488141][bookmark: _Toc452976543][bookmark: _Toc453166749][bookmark: _Toc468450464][bookmark: _Toc49776880][bookmark: _Toc403631364][bookmark: _Toc436209548]IV. EVALUATION Criteria and SelEction Process
[bookmark: _Toc403631359][bookmark: _Toc436209545][bookmark: _Toc448488142][bookmark: _Toc452976544][bookmark: _Toc453166750][bookmark: _Toc468450465][bookmark: _Toc49776881]Selection Process Steps
This section contains the Energy Commission’s evaluation and selection process.  After passing an initial screening the Energy Commission will organize a committee (the Evaluation Committee) whose members have expertise in the evaluation of architectural and engineering services. The Evaluation Committee will evaluate, score, and rank the SOQs, and ultimately select the highest ranked Firm.
[bookmark: _Toc452976545][bookmark: _Toc453166751][bookmark: _Toc468450466][bookmark: _Toc49776882]Administrative And Completeness Screening Criteria
Each SOQ will be screened for compliance with the Administrative Screening Criteria below. The Energy Commission will evaluate each SOQ to determine its responsiveness to these requirements. SOQs that fail or do not fully comply with any of the Administrative and Completeness Screening Criteria shall be disqualified and eliminated from further evaluation.
· SOQ must be received no later than time and date set for receipt of SOQs.
· SOQ must include properly executed Contractor Certification Clauses.
· SOQ must include a properly executed Darfur Contracting Act Form.
· SOQ must include a properly executed Iran Contracting Act Form.
· SOQ must include a properly executed Civil Rights Laws Certification Form
· SOQ must not contain false or intentionally misleading statements or references that do not support an attribute or condition contended by the Firm.
· SOQ must not be intended to erroneously and fallaciously mislead the State in its evaluation of the SOQ and the attribute, condition, or capability is a requirement of this RFQ.
· SOQ must demonstrate there is no conflict of interest as stated in this RFQ.
· SOQ must not contain confidential information or contain any portion marked confidential.
· Firm must agree to the terms and conditions as attached to the solicitation. Firm must sign the Contractor Status Form indicating acceptance with the terms and conditions. Firm must not state anywhere in the SOQ that acceptance is based on modifications to those terms and conditions or separate terms and conditions.
[bookmark: _Toc452976546][bookmark: _Toc453166752][bookmark: _Toc468450467][bookmark: _Toc49776883]Grounds To Reject A SOQ
In addition to the Administrative Screening Criteria identified above, the Energy Commission reserves the right to reject an SOQ if:
· The SOQ is unsigned.
· The SOQ is not prepared in the format described.
· The Firm has submitted multiple SOQ’s.
· The Firm does not meet the minimum qualifications found in Table 1.
· The SOQ does not literally comply or contains caveats that conflict with the RFQ and the variation or deviation is material, or it is otherwise non-responsive.
· The Firm has previously completed a PIER agreement, received the PIER Royalty Review letter, which the Energy Commission annually sends out to remind past recipients of their obligations to pay royalties, and has not responded to the letter or is otherwise not in compliance with repaying royalties
· Firm does not meet the Conflict of Interest requirements.
[bookmark: _Toc306781358][bookmark: _Toc452976548][bookmark: _Toc453166754][bookmark: _Toc468450469][bookmark: _Toc49776884]Evaluation Criteria and Scoring Process
The Evaluation Committee will review and score all remaining SOQs based on the Evaluation Criteria in this RFQ. The preliminary technical score for each SOQ will be the average of the combined scores of all Evaluation Committee members.
[bookmark: _Toc452976555][bookmark: _Toc453166755][bookmark: _Toc468450470][bookmark: _Toc49776885]Evaluation Criteria Worksheet and Scoring Scale
Using this Scoring Scale, the Evaluation Committee will give a score for each criterion described in the Evaluation Criteria Worksheet below.
[bookmark: _Toc524076383][bookmark: _Toc49776886]Scoring Scale
	% OF POSSIBLE POINTS
	INTERPRETATION
	EXPLANATION FOR PERCENTAGE POINTS 

	0%
	Not Responsive
	Response does not include or fails to address the requirements being scored. The omission(s), flaw(s), or defect(s) are significant and unacceptable.

	10-30%
	Minimally Responsive
	Response minimally addresses the requirements being scored. The omission(s), flaw(s), or defect(s) are significant and unacceptable.

	40-60%
	Inadequate
	Response addresses the requirements being scored, but there are one or more omissions, flaws, or defects or the requirements are addressed in such a limited way that it results in a low degree of confidence in the proposed solution.

	70%
	Adequate
	Response adequately addresses the requirements being scored. Any omission(s), flaw(s), or defect(s) are inconsequential and acceptable.

	80%
	Good
	Response fully addresses the requirements being scored with a good degree of confidence in the Firm’s response or proposed solution. No identified omission(s), flaw(s), or defect(s). Any identified weaknesses are minimal, inconsequential, and acceptable.

	90%
	Excellent
	Response fully addresses the requirements being scored with a high degree of confidence in the Firm’s response or proposed solution. Firm offers one or more enhancing features, methods or approaches exceeding basic expectations.

	100%
	Exceptional
	All requirements are addressed with the highest degree of confidence in the Firm’s response or proposed solution. The response exceeds the requirements in providing multiple enhancing features, a creative approach, or an exceptional solution.


[bookmark: _Toc524076384][bookmark: _Toc49776887]SOQ Evaluation Scoring Worksheet
	[bookmark: _Toc444770234]EVALUATION OF STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS - CRITERIA

	POINTS POSSIBLE

	WRITTEN EVALUATION CRITERIA
	

	1. Project Team Management and Quality Control Experience
	

	a. Ability of the Firm to initiate, schedule, and manage the project team for complex facility demolition and construction projects, and effectiveness of communication protocol among the Firm’s team members (including subcontractors), the Project Owner’s team members, and the CAM.
	75

	b. Ability of the Firm to perform its prime contract management and administration duties.
	20

	c. Effectiveness of the Firm’s code interpretation and conflict resolution processes.
	60

	d. Ability of the Firm to provide quality assurance for each team member’s performance, and to identify and resolve performance problems effectively.
	80

	e. Ability of the Firm to minimize turnover and effectively and efficiently recruit and train new team members as needed.
	20

	2. Project Team Organizational Structure 
	

	a. Effectiveness of project team organization.
	25

	b. Depth of knowledge of senior team members with the facility types specific to Energy Commission jurisdiction.
	80

	c. Ability of the Firm to create and maintain a positive working relationship with subcontractors.
	20

	d. Ability of the Firm to pay subcontractors on a timely basis.
	20

	3. Project Team Relevant Experience and Qualifications 
	

	a. Depth of experience of team members, including awards, specialized experience, current certifications, and overall team qualifications.
	50

	b. Team members’ familiarity with Energy Commission’s AFC/PTA processes and COCs.
	20

	c. Depth of team members’ code compliance experience for projects with a significantly large and a varied array of conditions for approval.
i) Expertise in plan review and facility demolition and construction inspection and monitoring.
ii) Experience on past power plant projects under the Energy Commission’s jurisdiction. 
	100

	d. Knowledge of the following elements of energy facility compliance plans:
i) Energy Commission COCs (including Facility Design, Hazardous Materials, Worker Safety, Fire Protection, Soil and Water, and Transmission Safety Engineering);
ii) Facility demolition and construction and operational safety and health programs;
iii) Injury and illness prevention programs; and 
iv) Emergency action and fire prevention plans.
	30

	e. Demonstrates engineering plan-review experience with the following:
i) Facility design review (i.e., civil and structural, electrical, and mechanical engineering);
ii) Pipeline safety;
iii) Storm water management;
iv) Transmission system engineering;
v) Geology and seismic safety experience.
	100

	4. Approach to Tasks in Scope of Work
Describes the Firm’s general and specific proposed approaches to providing the services listed in the Scope of Work, highlighting outstanding features, qualifications, and experience of the team.
	

	Task 1 – Project Team Management and Quality Control
	25

	Task 2 – Project Coordination and Communication Protocols
	25

	Task 3 – Facility Pre-Demolition and Pre-Construction Compliance Assistance
	20

	Task 4 – Facility Demolition and Construction Plan Review
	25

	Task 5 – Facility Demolition and Construction Compliance and Field Inspections
	25

	Task 6 – Non-Compliance and Incident Reporting and Resolution
	25

	Task 7 – “As Built” Document Package and Archiving
	25

	5. Analytical Tools
	

	a. Ability of Firm to use computers and/or analytical tools to accomplish the tasks listed in the Scope of Work and what types of computers and/or analytical tools will be used.
b. Technical capabilities of Firm that would facilitate communication with the Energy Commission.  
	20

	6. Client References
	

	a. Quality of the Client References for the Firm and each sub-contractor. 
	10

	Written Evaluation Maximum Points Possible
	900

	Written SOQ Evaluation Minimum Passing Score (75%) *
	675

	DISCUSSION EVALUATION CRITERIA
	POINTS POSSIBLE

	7. Discussion
	

	a. Quality of presentation.
	25

	b. Clean and concise responses to questions. 
	25

	c. Demonstrated knowledge of the subject/issues.
	25

	d. Demonstrated ability to anticipate and resolve problems.
	25

	Discussion Evaluation Maximum Points Possible
	100

	Maximum Points (Written SOQ and Discussion)
	1000 


[bookmark: _Toc452976549]*Firms that do not pass the minimum passing score will not be invited for a discussion with the Energy Commission.
[bookmark: _Toc49776888]Ranking an SOQ
After each SOQ is scored, it will be placed on a list, in rank order, with the highest scoring SOQ placed first and the remainder in descending order based on score.
[bookmark: _Toc453166756][bookmark: _Toc468450471][bookmark: _Toc49776889][bookmark: _Toc452976550]Firm Selection and Noticing Process
[bookmark: _Toc453166757][bookmark: _Toc468450472][bookmark: _Toc49776890]Notice Of Firms Selected For Discussions
Approximately 5 business days before the time scheduled for discussions, the Energy Commission will notify all Firms indicating whether they will be invited to participate in the discussions.
[bookmark: _Toc452976551][bookmark: _Toc49776891]Discussions
The Evaluation Committee shall conduct discussions during the Evaluation Process with no less than three Firms (unless less than three Firms have submitted a passing SOQ) regarding qualifications and methods for furnishing the required services. Firms invited to participate in the Discussion will be scored by the Evaluation Committee on their response. The Evaluation Committee may use patterned questions and/or questions specific to an SOQ to conduct these discussions. The Evaluation Committee may provide the Firms with a copy of the questions and/or issues to be addressed and a format for structured discussions.
Firms should anticipate travel to the Energy Commission Headquarters for the discussions. The Firm is responsible for any travel costs associated with participating in discussions. At the discretion of the CPM, discussions may be held via conference call or some other form of web-based video conferencing tool. The project lead and at least one person from each technical area is encouraged to participate in the discussion.
Upon completion of the discussions the Evaluation Committee may make adjustments to the preliminary scores and re-rank the Firms. From the Firms with which discussions are held, the Evaluation Committee shall select no less than three (unless less than three Firms have submitted a passing SOQ), in order of preference, based upon the established criteria, who are deemed to be the most highly qualified to provide the required services.
[bookmark: _Toc452976552][bookmark: _Toc453166758][bookmark: _Toc468450473][bookmark: _Toc49776892]Notice of Selection
Subsequent to the SOQ evaluations and the discussions with Firms, the Energy Commission will post a “Notice of Selection” of the top-scoring Firm at the Energy Commission’s headquarters in Sacramento, and on the Energy Commission’s website at www.energy.ca.gov.
[bookmark: _Toc452976553][bookmark: _Toc524076390][bookmark: _Toc49776893]Negotiations
Pursuant to Title 20, California Code of Regulations (CCR), section 2565 and Public Contract Code (PCC) 6106, within 14 days after posting the Notice of Selection, the Energy Commission will begin negotiations with the top ranked Firm for an acceptable fee.
The top ranked Firm will be required to submit:
1) Proposed percentage that the Firm will markup on any direct costs incurred, if any. Direct cost items, such as equipment purchase or rental, copying, etc. must be charged to the Project Owner at the same actual cost that the Firm is charged by outside vendors or subcontractors, or the same cost the Firm charges other customers. The Energy Commission will negotiate with the Firm on any markup that the Firm proposes to charge, if any, on top of the actual cost of the item.
2)  A list of rates for people listed in the SOQ, after written notification of selection. The Energy Commission may consider negotiating rates for a person that the Firm did not include in the SOQ. However, because the additional person might affect the Firm’s score or take additional time that the Energy Commission does not have or does not want to spend, the Energy Commission reserves the right to do any of the following, along with any other existing rights:
· Assess how the new person might affect the Firm’s score, including possibly rescoring its SOQ;
· Refuse to add the new person;
· Add the new person.
If the Energy Commission determines that it will not accept a new person or hourly rate that the Firm proposes for a particular person, the Energy Commission will stop rate negotiations for that person, and proceed with negotiations for the remainder of the people. Firms are cautioned that they should include all team members in their SOQ. The Energy Commission does not want to be in the position of assessing additional persons during rate negotiations.
If negotiations with the top ranked Firm fail, the Energy Commission will enter into negotiations with the next highest scoring Firm, and so on.
[bookmark: _Toc452976554][bookmark: _Toc453166759][bookmark: _Toc468450474][bookmark: _Toc49776894]Notice of Proposed Award
Subsequent to the negotiations, the Energy Commission will post a “Notice of Proposed Award” at the Energy Commission’s headquarters in Sacramento, and on the Energy Commission’s website.
California Energy Commission
Contracts Office, MS-18
1516 Ninth Street
Sacramento, CA 95814
The Evaluation Committee may reject all Firms and SOQs if none are considered to be in the best interest of the Energy Commission.
[bookmark: _Toc468450475][bookmark: _Toc452976557][bookmark: _Toc453327923][bookmark: _Toc49776895][bookmark: _Toc269453100][bookmark: _Toc193604671][bookmark: _Toc219275105]V.  Business Participation Programs
[bookmark: _Toc379460418][bookmark: _Toc403631366][bookmark: _Toc452976558][bookmark: _Toc468450476][bookmark: _Toc49776896][bookmark: _Toc379460419][bookmark: _Toc403631367][bookmark: _Toc452976559][bookmark: _Toc487808701]No DVBE Participation Compliance or Business Participation Programs Requirement 
· This RFQ is not subject to any Business Participations Programs including the mandatory certified DVBE participation program. Firms are not required to include DVBEs as part of the contract team; however, Attachment 3 and Attachment 4 are still included in this RFQ to allow the Firm to disclose DVBE participation voluntarily. 
[bookmark: I0B4A4EC2A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I0B4A4EC3A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I0B4A75D0A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I0B4A75D1A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I0B4A75D2A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I0B4A75D3A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I0B4A75D4A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I0B4A75D5A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I0B4A9CE0A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I0B4A9CE1A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I0B4A9CE2A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I0B4A9CE3A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F75E14A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F75E15A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F78520A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F78521A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F78522A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F78523A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F78524A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F78525A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F7D340A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F7D342A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F7FA50A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F7FA51A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F86F80A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08F86F81A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08AE6E32A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08AE6E33A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08AE6E34A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08AE6E35A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08AE9540A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: I08AE9541A93B11E2BB17AE4955424172][bookmark: _Toc403631369][bookmark: _Toc436209562][bookmark: _Toc468450477][bookmark: _Toc49776897]VI. ADMINISTRATION
[bookmark: _Toc44724872][bookmark: _Toc44730329][bookmark: _Toc44731253][bookmark: _Toc44737285][bookmark: _Toc44737479][bookmark: _Toc403631370][bookmark: _Toc468450478][bookmark: _Toc49776898]RFQ Defined
[bookmark: _Toc507398631][bookmark: _Toc219275120][bookmark: _Toc272402155]The competitive method used for this procurement of services is an RFQ. An SOQ submitted in response will be scored and ranked based on the criteria in this RFQ.  Every SOQ must establish in writing the Firm’s ability to perform the RFQ’s tasks. The Energy Commission shall conduct discussions and then select the most qualified Firm. The Energy Commission will negotiate an Agreement with the selected Firm for compensation that the Energy Commission determines to be fair and reasonable.  
[bookmark: _Toc403631371][bookmark: _Toc468450479][bookmark: _Toc49776899][bookmark: _Toc481569622][bookmark: _Toc481570205]Definition of Key Words
Important definitions for this RFQ are presented below:
WORD/TERM	DEFINITION
AFC	Application for Certification
State	State of California
CAM	Commission Agreement Manager
CAO	Commission Agreement Office
CBC	California Building Code
CBO	Chief Building Official
CBSC	California Building Standards Code
CPM	Compliance Project Manager
COCs	Conditions of Certification
DCBO	Delegate Chief Building Official
DCM	Document Control Manager 
Decision	Original or Amended Energy Commission Final Decision
DESCP	Drainage, Erosion, and Sediment Control Plan
DGS	Department of General Services
DSTS	Document Submittal and Tracking System
DVBE	Disabled Veteran Business Enterprises
EOR	Engineer of Record
Energy Commission	California Energy Commission
Firm	Respondent to this RFQ
LORS	Laws, Ordinances, Regulations and Standards
PTA	Petition to Amend
QA/QC	Quality assurance/Quality control (QA/QC)
RE	Resident Engineer
RFQ	Request for Qualifications, this entire document
SOQ	Statement of Qualifications, formal written response to this 
	document from Firm
STEP	Siting, Transmission and Environmental Protection Division
SWPPP	Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan and Erosion Control 
	Plan
[bookmark: _Toc453166770][bookmark: _Toc468450480][bookmark: _Toc49776900]SOQ Production Requirements
[bookmark: _Toc453166771][bookmark: _Toc468450481][bookmark: _Toc49776901]SOQ Development Costs
The Firm is responsible for the cost of developing an SOQ and this cost cannot be charged to the state. The Firm is also responsible for any travel costs associated with participating in this RFQ.
[bookmark: _Toc354486824][bookmark: _Toc403631374][bookmark: _Toc452976581][bookmark: _Toc453166772][bookmark: _Toc468450482][bookmark: _Toc49776902][bookmark: _Toc219275123][bookmark: _Toc272402159][bookmark: _Toc310929238]Printing Services
Per Management Memo 07-06, State Agencies must procure printing services through the Office of State Publishing (OSP). Firms shall not include printing services in their SOQs.
[bookmark: _Toc403631375][bookmark: _Toc452976582][bookmark: _Toc453166773][bookmark: _Toc468450483][bookmark: _Toc49776903]Confidential Information
The Energy Commission will not accept or retain any SOQs that contain confidential information or have any portion marked confidential.
[bookmark: _Toc272402160][bookmark: _Toc403631376][bookmark: _Toc452976583][bookmark: _Toc453166774][bookmark: _Toc468450484][bookmark: _Toc49776904]Darfur Contracting Act of 2008
Effective January 1, 2009, all solicitations must address the requirements of the Darfur Contracting Act of 2008 (Act), (Public Contract Code sections 10475, et seq.; Stats. 2008, Ch. 272). The Act was passed by the California Legislature and signed into law by the Governor to preclude State agencies generally from contracting with “scrutinized” companies that do business in the African nation of Sudan (of which the Darfur region is a part), for the reasons described in Public Contract Code section 10475.
A scrutinized company is a company doing business in Sudan as defined in Public Contract Code section 10476. Scrutinized companies are ineligible to, and cannot, bid on or submit an SOQ for a contract with a State agency for goods or services. (Public Contract Code section 10477(a)).
Therefore, Public Contract Code section 10478 (a) requires a company that currently has (or within the previous three years has had) business activities or other operations outside of the United States to certify that it is not a “scrutinized” company when it submits a bid or SOQ to a State agency.  (See # 1 on Attachment 2)  
A scrutinized company may still, however, submit a bid or SOQ for a contract with a State agency for goods or services if the company first obtains permission from the Department of General Services (DGS) according to the criteria set forth in Public Contract Code section 10477(b).  (See # 2 on Attachment 2)
[bookmark: _Toc49776905][bookmark: _Toc403631378][bookmark: _Toc452976585][bookmark: _Toc453166776][bookmark: _Toc468450486]California Civil Rights Laws
Prior to bidding on, submitting a proposal or executing a contract or renewal for a State of California contract for goods or services of $100,000 or more, a bidder or proposer must certify that it is in compliance with the Unruh Civil Rights Act (Section 51 of the Civil Code) and the Fair Employment and Housing Act (Section 12960 of the Government Code). Additionally, if a vendor has an internal policy against a sovereign nation or peoples recognized by the United States government, the Contractor must certify that such policies are not used in violation of the Unruh Civil Rights Act (Section 51 of the Civil Code) or the Fair Employment and Housing Act (Section 12960 of the Government Code). See Attachment 12.
[bookmark: _Toc49776906][bookmark: _Toc44724882][bookmark: _Toc44730339][bookmark: _Toc44731263][bookmark: _Toc44737295][bookmark: _Toc44737489]RFQ Cancellation and Amendments
If it is in the State’s best interests, the Energy Commission reserves the right to do any of the following:
· Cancel this RFQ,
· Amend this RFQ as needed, or
· Reject any or all SOQs received in response to this RFQ
If the RFQ is amended, the Energy Commission will send an addendum to all parties who requested the RFQ and will also post it on the Energy Commission’s website: CEC Solicitations Website and Department of General Services’ website: DGS Website.
[bookmark: _Toc403631379][bookmark: _Toc452976586][bookmark: _Toc453166777][bookmark: _Toc468450487][bookmark: _Toc49776907]Errors
If a Firm discovers any ambiguity, conflict, discrepancy, omission, or other error in the RFQ, the Firm shall immediately notify the Energy Commission of such error in writing and request modification or clarification of the document. Modifications or clarifications resulting from this notice will be posted on the Energy Commission’s website without divulging the source of the request for clarification. The Energy Commission shall not be responsible for failure to correct errors.
[bookmark: _Toc44724883][bookmark: _Toc44730340][bookmark: _Toc44731264][bookmark: _Toc44737296][bookmark: _Toc44737490][bookmark: _Toc403631380][bookmark: _Toc452976587][bookmark: _Toc453166778][bookmark: _Toc468450488][bookmark: _Toc49776908]Modifying or Withdrawal of SOQ
A Firm may, by letter to the Contact Person at the Energy Commission, withdraw or modify a submitted SOQ before the deadline to submit an SOQ. An SOQ cannot be modified after that date and time, but an SOQ may still be withdrawn. An SOQ cannot be “timed” to expire on a specific date. For example, a statement such as the following is non-responsive to the RFQ: “This SOQ is valid for 60 days.”
[bookmark: _Toc403631381][bookmark: _Toc452976588][bookmark: _Toc453166779][bookmark: _Toc468450489][bookmark: _Toc49776909]Immaterial Defect
[bookmark: _Toc453166780][bookmark: _Toc403631382][bookmark: _Toc452976589]The Energy Commission may waive any immaterial defect or deviation contained in a Firm’s SOQ. The Energy Commission’s waiver shall in no way modify the SOQ or excuse the successful Firm from full compliance.
[bookmark: _Toc468450490][bookmark: _Toc49776910]Firm Documentation and Responsibilities
[bookmark: _Toc453166781][bookmark: _Toc468450491][bookmark: _Toc49776911]Disposition of Firm’s Documents
On the submission date, all SOQs and related material submitted in response to this RFQ become the property of the State. After the Notice of Proposed Award is posted, all SOQs and related materials become public records. In addition, all evaluation and scoring sheets become public records after the Notice of Proposed Award is posted.  
[bookmark: _Toc403631383][bookmark: _Toc452976590][bookmark: _Toc453166782][bookmark: _Toc468450492][bookmark: _Toc49776912][bookmark: _Toc44724889][bookmark: _Toc44730346][bookmark: _Toc44731270][bookmark: _Toc44737302][bookmark: _Toc44737496]Firms’ Admonishment
This RFQ contains the instructions governing the requirements for an SOQ to be submitted by interested Firms, the format in which the information is to be submitted, the material to be included, the requirements that must be met to be eligible for consideration, and Firm responsibilities. Firms must take the responsibility to carefully read the entire RFQ, ask appropriate questions in a timely manner, submit all required responses in a complete manner by the required date and time, make sure that all procedures and requirements of the RFQ are followed and appropriately addressed, and carefully reread the entire RFQ before submitting an SOQ.
[bookmark: _Toc403631384][bookmark: _Toc452976591][bookmark: _Toc453166783][bookmark: _Toc468450493][bookmark: _Toc49776913]Agreement Requirements
The content of this RFQ shall be incorporated by reference into the final contract. See the Agreement terms and conditions included in this RFQ.
[bookmark: _Toc403631385][bookmark: _Toc452976592][bookmark: _Toc453166784][bookmark: _Toc468450494][bookmark: _Toc49776914]No Contract Until Signed & Approved
No agreement between the Energy Commission and the successful Firm is in effect until the contract is signed by the Contractor, approved at an Energy Commission Business Meeting, and signed by the Energy Commission Contracts Office Manager. 
[bookmark: _Toc452976593][bookmark: _Toc453166785][bookmark: _Toc468450495][bookmark: _Toc49776915]Contract Amendment
The contract executed as a result of this RFQ will be able to be amended by mutual consent of the Energy Commission and the Contractor. The contract may require amendment as a result of project review, changes and additions, changes in project scope, or availability of funding. 
[bookmark: _Toc403631386][bookmark: _Toc452976594][bookmark: _Toc453166786][bookmark: _Toc468450496][bookmark: _Toc49776916]Conflict of Interest
Any Energy Commission employee who participates in the selection process and any Firm seeking a contract under this RFQ are prohibited from offering, soliciting, or accepting gifts, services, goods, loans, rebates or payments of any kind (such as kickbacks) to or from one another. Except as provided by the terms of the contract, this prohibition extends both to any Energy Commission employee who manages a contract awarded under this RFQ or reviews or approves contractor work products under the contract, and to the Contractor. 
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