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General
Q1) Is there a similar solicitation for PIER also known as the Gas R&D program?
A) Right now, there is only Federal Cost Share for projects that support EPIC goals.

Q2) How do we include CEC cost share awards in our in our application to a FOA? 
A) After the applicant is successful in applying for CEC cost share, the CEC will provide the applicant a letter of intent which will represent the commitment to provide cost share if your application to the federal funding opportunity is successful.

Q3) If I find a FOA that matches CEC EPIC goals and would like the CEC to consider it for cost share, how would I do that?
A) Please use the form found at https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2022-03/gfo-21-901-cost-share-federal-clean-energy-funding-opportunities to suggest FOAs for the CEC to consider.

Q4) Where can we sign up to the listserv to be notified when new FOAs are added to the table in Section II?
A) Subscribing to the EPIC email listserv at https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/signup/31897 is a good way to stay notified about updates to this solicitation. 

Q5) What is the turnaround time for CEC selections for cost share funding?
A) The CEC will plan to supply letters of intent prior to the federal funding opportunity’s full application submission deadline. Typically, this will be 3-5 weeks after the CEC’s submission deadline. 

Q6) Will additional new FOAs be added on a rolling basis?
A) Yes, the CEC plans on adding additional eligible FOAs on a rolling basis.

Q7) How does the reimbursement process work for these CEC Federal Cost Share grants?
A) The CEC supplies grant funding on a reimbursement basis for work done during the CEC grant project’s agreement term. Applicants will enter into a grant agreement with the CEC that contains a budget and a scope of work. Invoices will relate back to the budget and scope of work.

Eligibility and Terminology
Q1) Will projects that have already received the Federal Award be eligible for CEC Cost Share? What if the FOA has been awarded but the contract has not yet been signed?
A) No, the CEC doesn’t retroactively award cost share, even if the contract with the awarding federal agency has not yet been signed, because the intent of this solicitation is to attract federal funds into the state.

Q2) What is being defined as "Federal Funds" for the leverage ratio. Is it exclusively the funds awarded from the eligible FOA, or is it the total project funds minus the requested CEC cost share?
A) Federal funds would include exclusively the funds awarded by the federal entity for the purposes of calculating the leverage ratio.


Q3) Are Native American Communities automatically considered disadvantaged communities?
A) For this solicitation, disadvantaged communities are identified by the CalEnviroScreen tool found here: https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40.  CalEPA recently updated its designation of disadvantaged communities and may include certain lands under tribal control as well as other geographic areas. See https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/sb535 for more information. 

Q4) If a FOA’s focus is primarily technical, with little direct impact on disadvantaged communities at this time, will the FOA be likely to be listed as eligible by the CEC.
A) A FOA with a primary focus on technology research and development would not be automatically made ineligible even if projects the FOA would support may not directly impact disadvantaged communities. Eligibility will be determined by factors such as consistency with EPIC Strategic Initiatives and available funding. 

Q5) For a FOA to be considered, would the entire FOA need to be EPIC appropriate or would only the proposed project?
A) Only the proposed project would need to be EPIC appropriate even if the FOA is more broadly scoped. The CEC may limit eligibility of a FOA to certain Areas of Interest. Please review the table of eligible FOAs carefully to ensure that the FOA and Area of Interest you are applying for is listed as eligible.
 
Q6) Is a potential FOA applicant allowed to split up their project into a California portion and a non-California portion while applying to the Federal government as one larger, combined project?  
A) The project represented by the application to the CEC should represent the project as it would be shown in the federal application.  Projects that contain elements within California and outside California are allowed. However, applications will be scored on overall impacts to California and amount of Federal funds spent in California (even if only a percentage of the total funds are spent in California). See the solicitation manual for a full description of scoring criteria.

Cost Share Calculations and Requirements
Q1) The CEC’s Cost Share solicitation states that the CEC will only provide 50% of the total Cost Share. Does the applicant need to supply proof to the CEC that the rest of the Cost Share has been secured as part of the application?
A) The applicant is not required to submit proof for the other cost share sources during the Phase I application. However, during the Phase II agreement development phase after the FOA award is received, proof of the additional match funding will be required.

Q2) For the purposes of calculating 50% of the total cost share, do in-kind or other non-cash match funds count?
A) No, only other cash cost shares shall be considered. However, if there are non-cash commitments such as lab space or other match funds, the applicant may supply information in letters of support or elsewhere in the application to strengthen the competitiveness of the proposal.


