
GFO-23-607 Pre-Application Workshop
Tribal Electric Vehicle Infrastructure, Planning, and Workforce Training and Development
Fuels and Transportation Division
February 15, 2024 | 9:00 am



Workshop Agenda
• Welcome and Introductions

o Clean Transportation Program
• Solicitation Overview

o Purpose, process, funding
o Project and Applicant Eligibility and Requirements
o Project Activities

• Application Components
• Application Evaluation
• Application Submittal
• Next Steps
• Adjourn
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Welcome and Housekeeping

• Workshop is recorded on Zoom

• GFO-23-607 Tribal Electric Vehicle Infrastructure, Planning, and Workforce 
Training and Development) Webpage:

https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2024-01/gfo-23-607-tribal-electric-vehicle-
infrastructure-planning-and-workforce

• Virtual participation via Zoom or telephone during the Q&A period

• Written Questions to the Commission Agreement Officer (CAO): 
• Eilene Cary eilene.cary@energy.ca.gov

Subject: GFO-23-607
Q&A Deadline: March 1, 2024
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Clean Transportation Program Origins

• Established by Assembly Bill 118 (2007)

• Extended to July 1, 2035, by Assembly Bill 126 
(2023)

• CEC has authority to allocate approximately $95.2 
million per year

• Investment Plan determines funding allocations 
across various categories

• Includes workforce training and development
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Tribes and the 
Clean Transportation Program

• Recognizing and committing the CEC to supporting California 
tribal energy sovereignty and independence (Resolution No. 
23-0302-09).

• Working jointly with the CEC’s Tribal Program and the Tribal 
Lead Commissioner for assistance with outreach and 
promotion of transportation-related funding opportunities to 
tribes.

• Receiving feedback from listening sessions.

• Ensuring that Clean Transportation Program investments 
benefit rural and tribal communities.
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Solicitation Overview
GFO-23-607 Tribal Electric Vehicle Infrastructure, Planning, and 

Workforce Training and Development



Purpose of Solicitation
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Competitive grant solicitation

Scope:
 Dedicated, tribal-specific solicitation for:

 Reliable & resilient electric vehicle (EV) infrastructure
 EV planning
 EV workforce training and development

Goals:
 Address barriers identified by tribes through past programs
  Focus on areas of significant need

Solicitation Manual p. 1



Solicitation Process
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Solicitation 
Release 

January 18, 
2024

Pre-Application 
Workshop 

February 15, 
2024

Applications Due
April 24, 2024

Notice of 
Proposed 
Awards

July 2024

CEC Business 
Meeting

Q3 2024

Project Start

Q3/Q4 2024



Eligibility Requirements
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Geographic
• Projects must be located in California on or connected to tribal land

o Land held in trusts, long-term leases or in fee simple

Applicant
• California Native American Tribes

o Federally recognized and non-federally recognized tribes
• Tribal organizations, or tribally owned business
• Authorized Tribal Designee

• Applicants are not required to provide match funding of to provide 
a limited waiver of sovereign immunity.
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Available Funding

• A total of $10 million is available under this solicitation

• Minimum CEC award amount is $400,000

• Maximum CEC award amount is 100% of the total project costs 
or $3,000,000, whichever is less

 CEC funds available under the solicitation have encumbrance deadlines 
as early as June 30, 2025.
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Terms and Conditions (Attachment 10)
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Are not required to be submitted with your application. Limited waiver of 
sovereign immunity is not required.

Appendix 1 – Streamlined Grant Terms and Conditions 
• E.g. backup documentation required for invoicing
• Quarterly Reports & Monthly Call

 Terms and Conditions: https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2024-
01/10_GFO-23-607_Att_10_CTP_Grant_Ex_C_Standard_General_TCs_ada.docx

 ECAMS Resources webpage: https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-
opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-resources.
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Project Activity Types

• Project Activity 1 – EV Charging Infrastructure 

• Project Activity 2 – EV Infrastructure Planning

• Project Activity 3 – EV Workforce Training and Development

Solicitation Manual p. 4
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Project Activity 1 –
Electric Vehicle Charging Projects
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Eligible Costs:

• Equipment & Infrastructure
• Installation
• Certain Operation & 

Maintenance
Example of off-grid charging installed in conjunction with solar 
and battery storage from Yotta Energy.

Applicants may apply for funding to install EV charging equipment, supporting 
infrastructure, and associated resiliency technologies for passenger, and 
medium- and heavy-duty (MDHD) EVs.

Solicitation Manual p. 8



EV Charging Projects - Requirements

Recordkeeping and reporting standards
AB 2061 (Ting, Chapter 345, Statutes of 2022) and Cal. Pub. 
Resources Code sect. 25231.5 require the CEC, in consultation with 
the CPUC, to develop recordkeeping and reporting standards for EV 
chargers and charging stations. CEC is working to develop 
regulations in compliance with AB 2061.

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Training Program 
"EVITP"

EV charging infrastructure and equipment located on the customer 
side of the electrical meter shall be installed by a contractor with the 
appropriate license classification.

14

Solicitation Manual p. 10



Project Activity 2 –
EV Infrastructure Planning
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Planning activities to prepare grant recipients to apply for future funding 
opportunities and to provide a clear path forward for EV adoption.

Eligible Costs:

Project Requirements
• Development of the required Blueprint document.

Solicitation Manual p. 11

• Strategic Plans
• Financial feasibility studies

• EV fleet transition plans.
• Project planning



Project Activity 3 –
EV Workforce Training & Development

16

Training and development activities that support careers in EVs, EV 
infrastructure, and EV-related technologies

Eligible Costs:
• Workforce assessment, job outreach, curriculum and career path 

development.
• Training for construction, installation, operation, maintenance, 

and service related to EVs, EV charging, or EV-related 
technologies.

Solicitation Manual p. 12



Unallowable Costs

• Forgone Profit
• Forgone Rent
• Discounted or Refunded Equipment Costs
• Forgone Salary, Fringe, Indirect or Other 

Types of Cost
• Hydrogen refueling infrastructure
• EV Chargers installed for private use at 

single-family or multi-family residence
• Vehicle incentives
• Infrastructure not directly related to 

EV charging, beyond associated resiliency 
technologies

• Costs that occur outside of the grant 
agreement term

• Direct lobbying
• Certain costs associated with job outreach 

and engagement
• Utility-provided electrical upgrades & 

funding
• Compliance
• Utility bills
• Extended warranties

17
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Question and Answers
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Three ways to ask questions:
Please state your name and affiliation. Keep questions under 3 minutes to allow time for 
others.

1. Use the raise hand function in Zoom
Zoom Phone Controls:
• *6 – Toggle mute/unmute
• *9 – Raise hand

2. Type questions in the Zoom Q&A Box

• Submit written questions
Send written questions to E-mail: Eilene.Cary@energy.ca.gov
Deadline: March 1, 2024 by 5:00 p.m. PST

mailto:Eilene.Cary@energy.ca.gov


Application Components
GFO-23-607 Tribal Electric Vehicle Infrastructure, 
Planning, and Workforce Funding Opportunity
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Application Content

Item Solicitation 
Attachment#

Project Narrative N/A
Scope of Work Attachment 1
Schedule of Products and Due Dates Attachment 3
Proposal Budget Template Attachment 4
Resumes N/A
Contact List Attachment 5
Letters of Support/Commitment N/A
CEQA/Enviromental Compliance Form Attachment 6
Localized Health Impacts Information Form Attachment 7
Past Performance Reference Form(s) Attachment 8
Applicant Declaration Attachment 9

20Solicitation Manual p. 18

GFO-23-007 Solicitation Website:Application Components:



Project Narrative

Outline
• Table of contents
• Project description
• Goals and objectives
• Evaluation criteria:

1. Demonstrative Need or Value
2. Project Implementation and Readiness
3. Teams Qualifications and Experience
4. Project Budget and Cost Effectiveness

21
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Project Narrative cont.

 10 Page Limit, not including:
• Table of Contents
• Other application components (SoW, Schedule, Budget, Resume, 

etc.)

 Applying for multiple Project Activities?
• Describe all activities in your project narrative
• Please include how much is being budgeted for EV Workforce 

Training and Development.
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SoW - Scope of Work (Attachment 1)
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Tasks should include:
• Goal
• Bulleted list of activities 
• Products resulting from the 

individual tasks
 Template instructions: bold blue 
 Text within < > should be filled out by the 

recipient
 Tasks should be comprehensive and 

sequential
 Please don’t change pre-defined tasks 

Solicitation Manual p. 21



Schedule of Products and Due Dates
(Attachment 3)

Identify due dates for deliverables (products) in 
the SoW.

 Provide realistic dates on when deliverables 
can be completed

 Important: all work completed within three 
years of the agreement start date and no 
later than March 31, 2027

24
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Proposal Budget (Attachment 4)
How will funds be spent? 
• Matching funds not required.
• Include all reimbursable project costs.
• Cost Categories
• Major Subrecipients 

o > $100,000 of CEC funds
o Require a separate budget form

 Applicant updates blue cells: 

25
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 Budget category guidance: CEC ECAMS Resources webpage at 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-resources

Cost Categories

https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-resources


Contact List (Attachment 5)

• Applicants must include contact information 
for the project's Project Manager, 
Administrator, and Accounting Officer. 

• The CEC will complete the CEC points of 
contact during agreement development

 Complete the blue text in the right-hand 
column.

26
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Resumes 

• Applicants must include resumes for key 
personnel identified in the application

• Resumes are limited to a maximum of 2 
pages each

 “Key personnel” are individuals who are 
critical to the project due to their 
experience, knowledge, and/or 
capabilities. 

27
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Letters of Support/Commitment

Required
• Key Project Partners

• Tribal Council 
o If the applicant is an Authorized 

Tribal Representative or Tribal 
Designees applying on behalf of an 
eligible tribe. with the written 
consent of the Tribal Council.

• 3rd Party Match Share Contributors 

28
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 No template, two-page limit per letter.

Optional
Third-party letters of support from

• Potential users of the proposed 
project

• State or federal agencies

• Local safety officials



California Environmental Quality Act / 
Environmental Compliance Form (Attachment 6)

Includes different types of environmental 
compliance (not just CEQA)
• Applicants must submit a completed 

CEQA/Environmental Compliance Form - or provide 
information that explains the exemption.

• Include CEQA documentation

 CEQA Questions? 
Contact CAO: Eilene Cary 
eilene.cary@energy.ca.gov
Subject: GFO-23-607 - CEQA

29
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Local Health Impacts Information (LHI) 
Form (Attachment 7)

As required by Assembly Bill 118, guidelines 
are documented in CARB’s AB 118 Air Quality 
Guidelines.

Includes:
• Project Site Location(s)
• Demographic Data
• Estimate of Project-generated Emissions
• Project Health Impacts
• Community Outreach Efforts

30
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Past Performance Reference Form 
(Attachment 8)

Applicants must fill out a separate Past 
Performance Reference Form for each prior 
agreement (contract, grant or loan) received by 
the applicant.

• CEC: All agreements within the last 10 years

• Other public agencies: five most recent 
agreements within the last 10 years

 References may be contacted by CEC staff.

 Applicants with no previous agreements, please 
explain in the Project Narrative, Team Experience 
and Qualifications.

31
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Question and Answers
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Three ways to ask questions:
Please state your name and affiliation. Keep questions under 3 minutes to allow time for 
others.

1. Use the raise hand function in Zoom
Zoom Phone Controls:
• *6 – Toggle mute/unmute
• *9 – Raise hand

2. Type questions in the Zoom Q&A Box

• Submit written questions
Send written questions to E-mail: Eilene.Cary@energy.ca.gov
Deadline: March 1, 2024 by 5:00 p.m. PST

mailto:Eilene.Cary@energy.ca.gov


Application Evaluation

GFO-23-607 Tribal Electric Vehicle Infrastructure, 
Planning, and Workforce Funding Opportunity

33



How Will My Application Be Evaluated?

Stage One: Application Screening
• Administrative Screening Criteria (Pass/Fail)

• Technical Screening Criteria
1. The Applicant is an eligible applicant.
2. The project is an eligible project.
3. The Applicant passes the past performance screening criterion.

• Past Performance Criteria (Pass/Fail)

Stage Two: Application Technical Evaluation and Scoring

*Applicants must pass ALL screening criteria, or the application shall be disqualified and 
eliminated from further evaluation.
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Administrative Screening Criteria
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Criteria Pass/Fail
1.The application is received by the due date and time 
specified in the “Key Activities Schedule” in Section I of 
this solicitation.

Pass or Fail

2. The Applicant has not included a statement that is 
contrary to the required authorizations and certifications 
when submitting in ECAMS.

Pass or Fail
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Technical Screening Criteria
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Criteria Pass/Fail
1. The Applicant is an eligible applicant. Pass or Fail
2. The project is an eligible project. Pass or Fail
4. The applicant passes the past performance criterion. Pass or Fail



Past Performance Screening

1. An Applicant may be disqualified due to severe performance issues 
characterized by significant negative outcomes under one or more prior or 
active CEC agreement(s) within the last 10 years.

2. Any applicant that does not have an active or prior agreement equates to 
no severe performance issues and therefore would pass this screening 
criteria.
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Technical Application Evaluation and 
Scoring

Scoring Criterion Possible Points
1. Demonstrated Need or Value 30
2. Project Implementation and Readiness 30
3. Team Qualifications and Experience 20
4. Project Budget and Cost Effectiveness 20

Total Possible Points 100
Minimum Points to Pass (70%) 70

38
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Demonstrated Need or Value
(30 points)

Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The proposed project fulfills a demonstrated Tribal need and would not 

proceed in the absence of CEC funds.
• The proposed project will have a positive impact on the tribal community.
• The proposal details and provides proposed metrics to quantify and 

demonstrate the proposed projects benefits to the Tribal community, and how 
those benefits meet the described need.

• The Applicant has demonstrated a need for resiliency technology to support 
reliable EV charging, if the application requests funds for resiliency 
technologies.

• The Applicant has demonstrated a need for workforce training and 
development funding to support EVs, EV infrastructure, and EV-related 
technologies, as applicable.
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Project Implementation and Readiness 
(30 points)

Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The Scope of Work is accurate, complete, detailed, and thorough.
• The project narrative clearly describes project goals and objectives, as 

applicable.
• The proposed project is technically feasible and can address critical factors and 

risks to project success. 
• The project schedule is complete, sequential, reasonable, expedited, and will 

lead to successful and scheduled completion of the project.
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Team Qualifications and Experience
(20 points)

Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The proposed project team is qualified, and has the relevant expertise, 

experience, skill sets and suitability to the tasks described in the proposed 
scope of work.

• The Applicant demonstrates experience with existing or prior funding 
agreements from the CEC or other public agencies, as applicable, and how the 
project team completed objectives in a timely, efficient, and professional 
manner.

• The proposed project team demonstrates their ability to manage and 
implement large, complex projects and meet deadlines and milestones and 
control project costs.

• Past performance on prior CEC awards has been timely and exceptional.
• Proposed project team member and key project partner functions are relevant 

and applicable to the proposed project.
41



Project Budget and Cost Effectiveness 
(20 points)

Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The proposed budget is justified and reasonable relative to the project goals, 

objectives, and tasks.
• The Applicant addresses and mitigates potential risks and budget 

contingencies.
• The proposed project minimizes administrative and overhead costs for 

reimbursement.
• The proposed project has documented internal controls and processes to 

ensure complete and accurate accounting of project funds, and proper 
invoicing and payment of bills.

• The proposed project is fiscally sustainable and will continue beyond the term 
of the CEC’s funding agreement.
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Question and Answers
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Three ways to ask questions:
Please state your name and affiliation. Keep questions under 3 minutes to allow time for 
others.

1. Use the raise hand function in Zoom
Zoom Phone Controls:
• *6 – Toggle mute/unmute
• *9 – Raise hand

2. Type questions in the Zoom Q&A Box

• Submit written questions
Send written questions to E-mail: Eilene.Cary@energy.ca.gov
Deadline: March 1, 2024 by 5:00 p.m. PST

mailto:Eilene.Cary@energy.ca.gov


Application Submittal
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GFO-23-607 Tribal Electric Vehicle Infrastructure, Planning, 
and Workforce Funding Opportunity



GFO Submission Requirements (ECAMS)
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• Electronic files must be in Microsoft Word and Excel formats, unless 
originally provided in the solicitation in another format

• Application documents should meet formatting requirements, and page 
recommendations provided in the solicitation manual

• Attachments requiring signatures (Support/Commitment Letters) may be 
scanned and submitted in PDF format

• Until further notice, any requirement in CEC solicitations to provide a 
signature is waived. In ECAMS, checking the “I Agree” box and clicking the 
“I Agree & Submit” button provides the required authorizations and 
certifications
o Notice on CEC’s waiver of the signature requirement appears here: 

https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/solicitations



GFO Submission Requirements

46

• Applications will be submitted through 
the Energy Commission Agreement 
Management System, available at: 
https://ecams.energy.ca.gov/

• Applicants must have or create a 
user account in order to apply for 
this solicitation. To create an 
account, please see the guidance 
document titled User Registration 
Instructions

• One account manager per organization
o Users can be added by account manager

https://ecams.energy.ca.gov/
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/7893
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/7893


GFO Submission Resources (ECAMS)

47

• For detailed instructions on how to submit an 
application, please see the Applying for a 
Solicitation guidance document

• Both of the referenced guidance documents are 
available at https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-

opportunities/funding-resources under General 
Funding Information

• Any questions about the ECAMS system can 
be sent to ECAMS.SalesforceSupport@Energy.ca.gov

https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/7956
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/7956
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources
mailto:ECAMS.SalesforceSupport@Energy.ca.gov


GFO Submission (ECAMS)
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Submit applications early!
The ECAMS system will stop accepting application 
documents promptly at the deadline of 11:59 p.m. on 
April 24, 2024

Applications in the process of being submitted prior to 
the deadline will NOT be accepted after the deadline



Written Questions
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Please send all questions related to GFO-23-607 to:

     Eilene Cary
 Commission Agreement Officer
 715 P Street, MS-18
 Sacramento, CA 95814
 (916) 931-5973
      E-mail: Eilene.Cary@energy.ca.gov

 (Please add subject line: GFO-23-607)

Deadline to submit questions: March 1, 2024, 5:00 p.m. PST

Deadline to submit applications: April 24, 2024, 11:59 p.m. PST

mailto:Eilene.Cary@energy.ca.gov


Key Dates
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Activity Action Date
Solicitation Release January 18, 2024
Pre-Application Workshop February 15, 2024
Deadline for Written Questions by 5:00 p.m. March 1, 2024
Anticipated Distribution of Question/Answers Week of March 11, 2024

Support for Application Submission in ECAMS by 
5:00 p.m.

Ongoing until April 24, 
2024

Deadline to Submit Applications by 11:59 p.m. April 24, 2024

Anticipated Notice of Proposed Awards Posting July 2024

Anticipated Energy Commission Business Meeting Q3 2024



Question and Answers
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Three ways to ask questions:
Please state your name and affiliation. Keep questions under 3 minutes to allow time for 
others.

1. Use the raise hand function in Zoom
Zoom Phone Controls:
• *6 – Toggle mute/unmute
• *9 – Raise hand

2. Type questions in the Zoom Q&A Box

• Submit written questions
Send written questions to E-mail: Eilene.Cary@energy.ca.gov
Deadline: March 1, 2024 by 5:00 p.m. PST

mailto:Eilene.Cary@energy.ca.gov


Thank You
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