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May 17, 2024

GFO-23-607 
Tribal Electric Vehicle Infrastructure, Planning, and Workforce Training and Development
Addendum 4

The purpose of this addendum is to clarify Applicant eligibility requirements and to notify potential Applicants the deadline to submit applications for GFO-23-607 has been extended from May 24, 2024, to June 7, 2024. This addendum also includes revisions to the Questions and Answers document posted March 27, 2024. The addendum includes the following revisions to the Solicitation Manual and the Questions and Answers document. Added language appears in bold underline, and deleted language appears in [strikethrough] and within square brackets.

Solicitation Manual 
Page 1, Section I.A. Purpose of Solicitation
[bookmark: _Int_mI064yTI]This is a competitive grant solicitation. The California Energy Commission’s (CEC’s) Clean Transportation Program announces the availability of up to $10 million in grant funds for projects that will accelerate zero-emission vehicle (ZEV) adoption among California Native American tribes by funding electric vehicle (EV) infrastructure, EV infrastructure planning, and EV workforce training and development. 
[bookmark: _Int_yEGSWc5P]CEC recognizes that with adequate resources that foster tribal energy sovereignty and independence, California tribes are poised to be important partners in reaching the State’s climate goals while enhancing community resilience. The purpose of this solicitation is to provide funding for Tribes, Tribal Organizations, [and] Tribally-owned businesses, and Tribal-Authorized Applicants for:

Page 2, Section I.E. Key Activities and Dates
Key activities including dates and times for this solicitation are presented below.  An addendum will be released if the dates change for the asterisked (*) activities. Times listed are Pacific Standard Time or Pacific Daylight Time, whichever is being observed.


	ACTIVITY
	ACTION DATE

	Solicitation Release
	January 18, 2024

	Pre-Application Workshop* 
	February 15, 2024

	Deadline for Written Questions* by 5:00 p.m.
	March 1, 2024

	Anticipated Distribution of Questions/Answers
	Week of March 11, 2024

	Support for Application Submission in the Energy Commission Agreement Management System (ECAMS) until 5:00 p.m.
	Ongoing until [May 24, 2024] June 7, 2024

	Deadline to Submit Applications by 11:59 p.m.*
	[May 24, 2024] June 7, 2024

	Anticipated Notice of Proposed Awards Posting 
	August 2024

	Anticipated CEC Business Meeting 
	Q[3]4 2024




Page 6, Section II.A. Applicant Requirements, 1. Eligibility
This solicitation is open to all Federally Recognized Tribal Governments, California Native American tribes, California Tribal Organizations serving Federally-recognized California Native American Tribes, Tribal Organizations, Tribally owned businesses, and Tribal-Authorized Applicants.
“Federally Recognized Tribal Government” refers to the tribal government and tribal members of any tribe, band, pueblos, nation, or other organized group or community that is acknowledged by the Federal Government to constitute a tribe with a government-to-government relationship with the U.S. and eligible for the programs, services, and other relationships established by the U.S. for Indians because of their status as Indians. (U.S. Department of Transportation Order DOT 5301.1 dated November 16, 1999.) 
“California Native American tribe” refers to a Native American tribe located in California that is on the contact list maintained by the Native American Heritage Commission. (The State of California and its local jurisdictions, under numerous circumstances, recognize federally “unacknowledged” tribal governments and communities. The California Native American Heritage Commission provides a listing of these tribal governments and communities.)
“Tribal Organization” refers to a corporation, association, or group controlled, sanctioned, or chartered by a Federally Recognized Tribal Government or California Native American tribe that is subject to its laws, the laws of the State of California, or the laws of the United States.
A Tribally owned business refers to a corporation that is wholly owned by a Federally Recognized Tribal Government or California Native American tribe but is separate and distinct from the tribal government. Examples of such tribally owned businesses include IRA Section 17 Corporations, tribally chartered corporations, or a “state-chartered” tribal corporation.
A “Tribal-Authorized Applicant” is a person or entity that is proposing a project that will benefit an eligible tribe with the written consent of the Tribal Council. Tribal-Authorized Applicants must provide a letter demonstrating support from an eligible tribe for the proposed project signed by the Tribal Council.
Ineligible applicants include all other entities, such as California state agencies, boards, and commissions and investor-owned utilities.

Page 26, Section III.D.12.a Letters of Support/Commitment (Attachment 13)
Applicants must submit a match funding commitment letter from each entity that is committing to providing match funding, if match funding is provided. A commitment letter commits an entity or individual to providing the service or funding described in the letter. Letters of support may also be submitted, but are not required. A support letter details an entity or individual’s support for the project. Please include all Letters of Support and Commitment in the placeholder word file contained in Attachment 13.
a. Key Project Partners (if applicable):  Key project partners identified in the application must provide letters demonstrating their commitment or support to the proposed project and their ability to fulfill their identified roles. If the Applicant is a Tribal-Authorized Applicant, the Applicant [Authorized Tribal Representative or Tribal Designees] must provide a letter demonstrating support from an eligible tribe for the proposed project signed by the Tribal Council. If the project will serve more than one tribe, the Tribal-Authorized Applicant must provide a letter demonstrating support from each tribe being served by the proposed project and each letter must be signed by the respective Tribal Council.

Page 33, Section V.A. Definition of Key Words

	Tribal-Authorized Applicant [Tribal Representative or Tribal Designee]
	A person or entity that is proposing a project that will benefit [applying on behalf of] an eligible tribe with the written consent of the Tribal Council. Tribal-Authorized Applicants must provide a letter demonstrating support from an eligible tribe for the proposed project signed by the Tribal Council.




Questions and Answers 
Page 3, Administration Question and Answer 5

Q5.	If a tribe engages a consultant or agency to act on behalf of the tribe to help with the application and implementation of the solicitation, can the consultant sign off on the final application within ECAMS?

A5.     Eligible applicants under this solicitation are Federally Recognized Tribal Governments, California Native American tribes, California Tribal Organizations serving Federally-recognized California Native American Tribes, Tribal Organizations, Tribally owned businesses, and Tribal-Authorized Applicants.  A “Tribal-Authorized Applicant” is a person or entity that is proposing a project that will benefit an eligible tribe with the written consent of the Tribal Council.  

Therefore, [C]consultants may be eligible as “Tribal-Authorized Applicants” to submit an application on behalf of an eligible tribe[as Authorized Tribal Representative or Tribal Designee] with written consent of the Tribal Council (pg. 33). Tribal-Authorized Applicants must provide a letter demonstrating support from an eligible tribe for the proposed project. Letters of support from the represented tribe must be signed by the Tribal Council. No template or formatting guidelines are provided for letters of support (pg. 26 Solicitation Manual).

The consultant submitting the application must establish two accounts at Energy Commission Agreement Management System (ECAMS) (https://ecams.energy.ca.gov/) 
1) An organizational account for the entity applying to the solicitation (i.e., consulting agency).
2) Individual user account, for individual(s) who will be submitting the application on behalf of the organization. The individual user will sign off on the application submitted through ECAMS.
Page 7, Eligibility Requirements Question and Answer 15

Q15.	Would the San Diego American Indian Health Center (SDAIHC) be eligible for this grant? We are a Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) and an Urban Indian Organization, meaning that more than half of our board of directors are American Indian and Alaska Native, but we are not affiliated with one specific tribal government as we serve Urban Indians.

A15.   Eligible applicants under this solicitation are Federally Recognized Tribal Governments, California Native American tribes, California Tribal Organizations serving Federally-recognized California Native American Tribes, Tribal Organizations, Tribally owned businesses, and Tribal-Authorized Applicants.

Unfortunately, it does not appear the San Diego American Indian Health Center would [not]be eligible as a Federally Recognized Tribal Government, California Native American tribe, California Tribal Organization serving a Federally-recognized California Native American Tribe, Tribal Organization, or Tribally owned business. Page 6 of the solicitation manual states: “'Tribal Organization' refers to a corporation, association, or group controlled, sanctioned, or chartered by a Federally Recognized Tribal Government or California Native American tribe that is subject to its laws, the laws of the State of California, or the laws of the United States.”

However, San Diego American Indian Health Center could be eligible as a Tribal-Authorized Applicant.  A “Tribal-Authorized Applicant” is a person or entity that is proposing a project that will benefit an eligible tribe with the written consent of the Tribal Council.  Tribal-Authorized Applicants must provide a letter demonstrating support from an eligible tribe for the proposed project signed by the Tribal Council. If the project will serve more than one tribe, the Tribal-Authorized Applicant must provide a letter demonstrating support from each tribe being served by the proposed project and each letter must be signed by the respective Tribal Council.”   


Pages 7-8, Eligibility Requirements Question and Answer 16

Q16.	Do consortiums fall under the definition of a Tribal Organization? Are consortiums eligible for this opportunity?

A16.   Yes, a consortium is likely eligible as either a Tribal Organization or as a Tribal-Authorized Applicant.  [p]Page 6 of the solicitation manual states: “ 'Tribal Organization' refers to a corporation, association, or group controlled, sanctioned, or chartered by a Federally Recognized Tribal Government or California Native American tribe that is subject to its laws, the laws of the State of California, or the laws of the United States.”  Page 6 also states, a “ ‘Tribal-Authorized Applicant’ is a person or entity that is proposing a project that will benefit an eligible tribe with the written consent of the Tribal Council.  Tribal-Authorized Applicants must provide a letter demonstrating support from an eligible tribe for the proposed project signed by the Tribal Council.”


Page 8, Eligibility Requirements Question and Answer 18

Q18.	Please confirm whether only one tribe is eligible to be served in each application. 

A18.  More than one tribe can be eligible to be served on a single application. If the Applicant is a Tribal-Authorized Applicant [as long as the Authorized Tribal Representatives or Tribal Designees], the Applicant must provide[s] a letter [of] demonstrating support from each eligible tribe being served for the proposed project. A “Tribal-Authorized Applicant” is a person or entity that is proposing a project that will benefit an eligible tribe with the written consent of the Tribal Council. If the project will serve more than one tribe, the Tribal-Authorized Applicant must provide a letter demonstrating support from each tribe being served by the proposed project and each letter must be signed by the respective Tribal Council. [Letters of support should signed by the Tribal Council.]


Eilene Cary,
Commission Agreement Officer
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