
GFO-24-601 Pre-Application Workshop
Light-Duty Hydrogen Infrastructure Build-Out

Fuels and Transportation Division
October 8, 2024| 2:00 p.m.
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This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-SA.

• Welcome and Introductions
o Diversity Survey
o Empower Innovation
o Clean Transportation Program

• Solicitation Overview
o Process
o Purpose
o Eligibility and Requirements

• Application Components
• Application Evaluation
• Application Submittal
• Questions & Answers
• Next Steps
• Adjourn

Workshop Agenda

http://www.thebluediamondgallery.com/wooden-tile/a/agenda.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Housekeeping
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• Workshop is recorded on Zoom

• Grant Funding Opportunity Webpage: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2024-09/gfo-24-601-light-duty-
hydrogen-infrastructure-build-out

• Virtual Participation via Zoom or telephone during the Q&A period

• Written Questions to Commission Agreement Officer: 
Laura Williams, email: Laura.Williams@energy.ca.gov 
Subject: GFO-24-601
Q&A Deadline: Monday, October 21, 2024 by 5:00 PM

https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2023-09/gfo-23-602-charging-and-refueling-infrastructure-transport-california
https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2024-09/gfo-24-601-light-duty-hydrogen-infrastructure-build-out
https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2024-09/gfo-24-601-light-duty-hydrogen-infrastructure-build-out


Commitment to Diversity
The CEC adopted a resolution strengthening its commitment to diversity in our 
funding programs. The CEC continues to encourage disadvantaged and 
underrepresented businesses and communities to engage in and benefit from our 
many programs.

To meet this comment, CEC staff conducts outreach efforts and activities to:

• Engage with disadvantaged and underrepresented groups throughout the state;

• Notify potential new applicants about the CEC’s funding opportunities;

• Assist applicants in understanding how to apply for funding from the CEC’s 
programs;

• Survey participants to measure progress in diversity outreach efforts.
4
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Survey Link: https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=RBI6rPQT9k6NG7qicUgZTtQ-
G7GrbGJFmZJPv38ckjJUOTI3MzFVTlJaSkhUWlhNUEtLRDg2RVhGWi4u

Scan the code on a phone 
or tablet with a QR reader 
to access the survey.

One Minute Survey
The information supplied will be used for public 
reporting purposes to display anonymous overall 
attendance of diverse groups.

Zoom Participants, please use the link in the chat to 
access the survey or scan the QR code on the left of 
the screen with a phone or tablet to access the 
survey.

Survey will be closed at the end of the day.

Diversity Survey

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DRBI6rPQT9k6NG7qicUgZTtQ-G7GrbGJFmZJPv38ckjJUQ0NCNzg4MU4wN0paS1AzQU9BTUQ2M09YUS4u&data=05%7C01%7C%7Cf2c4c3d8e00e4ddbd55908dbc9a94ae9%7Cac3a124413f44ef68d1bbaa27148194e%7C0%7C0%7C638325501176543917%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2TLMVEtXzZ%2FH0BsAjE6%2FAfkTNO8DYHjc6wmKgwfK6Mw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DRBI6rPQT9k6NG7qicUgZTtQ-G7GrbGJFmZJPv38ckjJUOTI3MzFVTlJaSkhUWlhNUEtLRDg2RVhGWi4u&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7c7dd8669d5e40be42ec08dce16d8e3a%7Cac3a124413f44ef68d1bbaa27148194e%7C0%7C0%7C638633107873308505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UmSvwGFm%2BAvuoMuyfDcW4%2Fmh%2Fr8WHQpFQSMhpWsf3Xw%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3DRBI6rPQT9k6NG7qicUgZTtQ-G7GrbGJFmZJPv38ckjJUOTI3MzFVTlJaSkhUWlhNUEtLRDg2RVhGWi4u&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7c7dd8669d5e40be42ec08dce16d8e3a%7Cac3a124413f44ef68d1bbaa27148194e%7C0%7C0%7C638633107873308505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=UmSvwGFm%2BAvuoMuyfDcW4%2Fmh%2Fr8WHQpFQSMhpWsf3Xw%3D&reserved=0


Find Partners on EmpowerInnovation.net

Empower Innovation aims to accelerate your
clean tech journey with easy access to funding opportunities

from the Energy Commission and others, resources and events,
and connections to people and organizations. 

www.empowerinnovation.net

FIND A PARTNER
Announce your interest in funding
opportunities and message potential
project partners directly.

RESOURCES & TOOLS
Browse the collection of resources including 
Resource Libraries, Funding Sources, Tools,
and Databases. 

6
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This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC.

• Established in 2007 by Assembly Bill 118 (2007)

• AB 126 re-authorized the Clean Transportation program through July 1, 
2035

• Provides no less than 15 percent of the moneys appropriated by the 
Legislature each year to hydrogen fueling stations to support hydrogen 
vehicles until there is a sufficient network of stations until July 1, 2030

• Investment Plan determines funding allocations across various categories

• Supports workforce training and development

Clean Transportation Program

https://www.pngall.com/air-pollution-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


8Solicitation Manual pp. 15, “Reference Documents”

• 2023-2024 Investment Plan Update for the Clean Transportation Program
• Energy Commission Agreement Management System (ECAMS)
• Joint Agency Staff Report on Assembly Bill 8: 2023 Annual Assessment of the 

Hydrogen Refueling Network in California
• 2023 Annual Evaluation of Fuel Cell Electric Vehicle Deployment and Hydrogen 

Fuel Station Network Development
• California Department of Food and Agriculture, Division of Measurement 

Standards. Zero-Emission Vehicle Projects
• California Office of Environmental Health Hazard Assessment. CalEnviroScreen 

4.0
• Executive Order N-79-20

Reference Documents

https://www.energy.ca.gov/publications/2023/2023-2024-investment-plan-update-clean-transportation-progra
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-resources
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2023-12/CEC-600-2023-069.pdf
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2023-12/CEC-600-2023-069.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2023-12/AB-8-Report-2023-FINAL-R.pdf
https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2023-12/AB-8-Report-2023-FINAL-R.pdf
https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/dms/programs/zevfuels/
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40
https://www.gov.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/9.23.20-EO-N-79-20-Climate.pdf


Solicitation Overview
GFO-24-601: Light-Duty Hydrogen Infrastructure Build-

Out
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Solicitation Process

Pre-
Solicitation 
Workshop
July 2024

Solicitation 
Release

September 
20, 2024

Applications 
Due

January 15, 
2025

Notice of 
Proposed 
Awards

March 2025

CEC Business 
Meeting 

June 2025

Project Start

Q3 2025
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Purpose of Solicitation

• Competitive grant solicitation

• Funding Lane 1: Develop light-duty hydrogen refueling stations 
in San Francisco County and Sacramento County

• Funding Lane 2: Support capital expenditures and/or O&M for 
planned or temporarily non-operational light-duty hydrogen 
refueling stations when open-retail progress has stalled due to 
cost constraints

Solicitation Manual pp. 5 11



Solicitation Manual pp. 7-10 12

Available Funding

• A total of $15 million is available under this solicitation.

• $10 million is available for Funding Lane 1.

• $5 million is available for Funding Lane 2.



Solicitation Manual pp. 7-10 13

Maximum Award
• The maximum grant award per station under Funding Lane 1 is 

$1.5 million for Cap-X and $500,000 for O&M to support the 
station.

• The maximum grant award per station under Funding Lane 2 is 
$500,000 for Cap-X, O&M, or both to support the station.

• For stations that are planned or under development, which 
have received a previous CEC grant award, are an eligible 
temporarily non-operational (TNO) station, or are a 
Hydrogen Refueling Infrastructure (HRI) approved station



Solicitation Manual pp. 7-10 14

Maximum Award (continued…)

• Eligible TNO stations are listed in the table below:
TNO Station Addresses

3731 E. La Palma Ave., Anaheim, CA 92806
10400 Aviation Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90045

5151 State University Dr., Los Angeles, CA 90032
8095 Lincoln Ave., Riverside, CA 92504
1850 E. Holt Blvd., Ontario, CA 91761
1172 45th St., Emeryville, CA 94306

3601 El Camino Real, Palo Alto, CA 94306



Maximum Number of Applications

• Applicants are only eligible to submit one application under this solicitation.
• May propose one or more light-duty hydrogen refueling stations for one or both 

funding lanes.
• Heavy-duty hydrogen stations are eligible to be included as match.

Solicitation Manual pp. 10 15



Agreement Execution Deadline

• Funding agreements shall be executed by the funding Recipient within 60 days 
following approval at a CEC Business Meeting. 

• If the deadline is missed, the CEC reserves the right to cancel a proposed award 
and recommend awarding funds to the next eligible Applicant.

Solicitation Manual pp. 10 16



Critical Milestones – Stations Requesting 
Cap-X Funding

• Applicants must submit evidence of having completed Critical 
Milestones #1 and #2 for each proposed station address. 
(Attachment 19 and 20)

• Critical Milestone 1 – Pre-Application Meetings

• Critical Milestone 2 – Site Control and Possession

• Milestones must be completed for station for which addresses are 
being provided at the time of application.

• Proof of meeting these milestones must be submitted as part of the 
application.

Solicitation Manual pp. 11-12 17
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• Funding Lane 1 is open to all public and private entities.

• Funding Lane 2 is open only to existing hydrogen refueling station developers.

• Applicants shall employ key personnel for the proposed project with a minimum of 
3 years experience designing, planning, constructing, testing, operating, or 
maintaining hydrogen refueling stations or other pressurized gaseous fueling 
stations. Applicants will be required to submit resumes (Attachment 6) to confirm 
this information.

• Applicants must accept the Terms and Conditions, without negotiation.

• Applicants are required to register with the California Secretary of State and be in 
good standing to enter into an agreement with the CEC.

Eligible Applicants



Cap-X Project Requirements
• Projects requesting Cap-X funding under Funding Lane 1 and 

Funding Lane 2 shall meet the following criteria:
• Meet the Minimum Technical Requirements for Open Retail 

Hydrogen Refueling Stations listed in Section II.H.
• The Station must maintain open retail status for a minimum of 5 

years.
• For Funding Lane 1, the location(s) of the proposed light-duty 

hydrogen refueling station(s) must be within San Francisco or 
Sacramento Counties.

• If the application includes more than one location, at least 50% 
of the locations must be in a disadvantaged  or low-income 
community. If the application includes only one location, the 
location must be in a disadvantaged or low-income community in 
accordance with CalEnviroScreen 4.0.

Solicitation Manual pp. 18-19 19



Cap-X Project Requirements (continued…)
• Projects requesting Cap-X funding under Funding Lane 1 

and Funding Lane 2 shall meet the following criteria:
• Have a minimum of two Society of Automotive Engineers 

(SAE) International J2601 H70-T40 fueling positions. H35 
fueling is optional.

• Meet the minimum 24-hour fueling capacity of 225 
kilograms per fueling position, counting only H70-T40 
fills that achieve 95% state of charge. Applicants must 
submit the HySCapE Input File (Attachment 21) and 
HySCapE Results (Attachment 22) to confirm the 24-hour 
fueling capacity.

• If proposing to include heavy-duty refueling dispensers 
(with match only), stations shall serve fuel cell electric 
trucks or fuel cell electric buses via public or private access 
at separate fueling positions from light-duty FCEVs.

Solicitation Manual pp. 19-20 20



O&M Project Requirements
• Each proposed station must:

• Not have received funding under GFO-23-604 IMPROVE for 
H2.

• Include an O&M Plan that will detail O&M activities that will 
result in long lasting improvements to station reliability and 
the customer experience.

• Commit to operating each eligible light-duty hydrogen 
refueling station for a minimum of 5 years.

• Collect O&M data and submit a final report that describes 
lessons learned, as described in the Scope of 
Work. (Attachment 2)

Solicitation Manual pp. 20-21 21
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• Applicants shall commit to achieving 95% uptime at each eligible hydrogen 
refueling station included in their application.

• Uptime is defined as the total hours the station is available over the quarter 
divided by the total possible hours of operation over the quarter.

• For projects only requesting O&M funding, the 95% uptime commitment 
shall be in effect after project tasks to improve station reliability are 
completed. Applicants shall endeavor to meet this commitment after the 
project ends for as long as the station operates.

Reliability Requirement



23Solicitation Manual pp 21-24

• Eligible CEC Reimbursable Project Costs for Cap-X projects:
• Equipment only

• Hydrogen refueling station equipment such as hydrogen storage tanks, 
compressors, chillers, cryogenic pumps, dispensers, hoses, nozzles, and 
point of sale (POS) systems.

• Any standard or optional costs included by the equipment supplier in the 
purchase of equipment, such as shipping, installation, commissioning, or 
servicing.

• Eligible match project costs for Cap-X projects:
• Electrical system upgrade costs not covered by the utility
• Engineering, planning, and construction services
• Engagement and outreach to stakeholders
• Onsite hydrogen production equipment
• Permits
• Insurance
• Warranties
• Heavy-duty hydrogen dispensers

Project Costs
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• Eligible CEC Reimbursable Project Costs for O&M projects:
• Maintenance of equipment that is reasonably necessary to keep the hydrogen 

refueling station and related equipment in efficient operating condition
• Insurance on the hydrogen refueling station
• Utility costs
• Hydrogen production or procurement costs
• Hydrogen fuel delivery costs
• Rent or lease payments 
• Costs related to becoming Open Retail such as using the HyStEP device to 

enable a hydrogen refueling station to be commissioned
• Ineligible CEC Reimbursable Project Costs for O&M projects:

• Property taxes
• Interest
• Penalties
• Indirect costs of the Recipient
• Non-cash expenses (such as amortization, depreciation, bad debt, etc.)

Project Costs (continued…)
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Total Project 
Cost Grant Award Match Funding

$10,000,000 $5,000,000 $5,000,000

$40,000,000 $20,000,000 $20,000,000

• Match funding requirements:
• Minimum 50% match of total eligible project costs.
• Can be cash or in-kind contributions.

Examples of Match Funding

Match Funding
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• In summary, stations must:
1. Conform to SAE International J2719 for hydrogen fuel quality.
2. Meet California Type Evaluation Program (CTEP) requirements 

and pass accuracy class tests.

Minimum Technical Requirements
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3. Conform to SAE International J2601 fueling protocol at H70-T40 for 
compressed hydrogen storage system (CHSS) mass categories up to 10 
kilograms. If the station is listed in Table 1, each light-duty fueling 
position of the open retail hydrogen refueling station shall conform to 
SAE International J2601 at H70-T40 for all light-duty vehicle tank mass 
categories up to 7 kilograms.
• If proposing to serve vehicles with CHSS that exceed 10 kilograms, 

conform to J2601 if applicable, or other defined fueling protocol 
described to the CEC.

Minimum Technical Requirements 
(continued…)



28Solicitation Manual pp. 28-33

4. Conform to ANSI CSA HGV 4.9 (hydrogen refueling stations).
5. Conform to SAE International J2799 (station communications), 

verified through CSA HGV 4.3
6. Conform to SAE International J2600 (fueling connectors, 

nozzles, and receptacles) or ISO 17268.
7. Each fueling position be capable of providing a minimum of 

seven 4-kilogram H70-T40 fills in one hour at 95 percent state 
of charge. This is not applicable to stations listed in Table 1.

Minimum Technical Requirements 
(continued…)
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8. Have a point of sale system that can accept, read, and process the 
magnetic stripe on commercially available credit cards, debit cards, 
fueling cards, and gift cards. Each POS system shall also read EMVTM 
chips embedded in the cards and perform financial payment transactions.
• Each POS system may also wirelessly transmit, receive, and process 

near-field communications (NFC) to process the signals from 
contactless cards or mobile devices, i.e., “smart phones,” or accept 
payment through a mobile application.

9. Have a fuel supply and delivery agreement and backup agreement.
10.Have an energized utility connection.
11.Lighting for safety, convenience, and accessibility.

Minimum Technical Requirements 
(continued…)
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12. Have sign or logo acknowledging public funding, and 
trailblazer and freeway signage as permitted.

13. Report availability to the Hydrogen Fuel Cell Partnership 
Station Operational Status System (SOSS).

14.Have all permits to build and operate.
15.Have a guard or cover over the emergency shutdown switch.

Minimum Technical Requirements 
(continued…)
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16. Be accessible to the public.
• No obstructions or obstacles exist to preclude vehicle 

operators from entering the station premises.
• The user of the station is not required to obtain or to use 

access cards or personal identification (PIN) codes for the 
station to dispense fuel.

• No formal or registered station training is required for 
individuals to use the hydrogen refueling station.

• For mixed-use hydrogen refueling infrastructure, the part 
of the station serving HD or FCEV fleets may be restricted 
access so long as part of the station remains publicly 
accessible. LD drivers must not be burdened by HD 
infrastructure.

Minimum Technical Requirements 
(continued…)
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• Each Recipient shall:
• Submit a completed, signed, and dated Open Retail 

Station Checklist (Attachment 15) for each station as it 
becomes open retail.

• Collect and submit data to the CEC as specified in the 
Scope of Work (Attachment 2). Data collection and 
reporting includes using the NREL Data Collection Tool 
(Attachment 14). The reporting period begins when the 
first station in the project becomes open retail, and ends 
one year after the final station in the project becomes 
open retail.

Open Retail Station Checklist
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• Recipients will be required to provide corresponding 
photographs of system components and equipment (under 
assembly or as a completed system) with each invoice to 
support the payment of the invoice.

• Recipients will also be required to provide the serial numbers 
of system components or equipment with the photographs.

Invoices and Photographic Evidence



34Solicitation Manual pp. 34-35

• Grant Recipients will be required to develop a Hydrogen 
Safety Plan for each proposed hydrogen refueling station 
design for the Hydrogen Safety Panel to review.

• The Hydrogen Safety Plan shall include a detailed description 
about how the Recipient will:

1. Adhere to the most public guidelines throughout the 
life of all the stations.

2. Conform to the NFPA 2, Hydrogen Technologies 
Code.

3. Provide ongoing safety training for station personnel.

Hydrogen Safety Plan – Cap-X Funding Only
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• The Recipient shall participate in a hydrogen refueling station 
design review for each station in the project with the PNNL 
HSP. The design reviews shall occur before the Recipient 
submits the design plans to the AHJ for plan check or at a 
time agreed to by the HSP.

• The Recipient shall participate in an in-person review of a 
representative set of stations reflecting the common design.

Hydrogen Refueling Station Design Reviews 
and Inspections – Cap-X Funding Only
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• The stations proposed by the Applicant shall conform to the 
California Health and Safety Code Section 22510(a). 
Recipients of the funding under this solicitation shall submit 
report(s) of any unintended hydrogen releases to the 
Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA).

Reporting Safety Incidents
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• The hydrogen refueling station(s) funded under this 
solicitation shall dispense renewable hydrogen to comply with 
the requirements specified in the CARB LCFS regulation.

• Recipients shall report quarterly on hydrogen dispensed using 
the Report of Hydrogen Dispensed (Attachment 17).

Renewable Hydrogen Requirements



Application Components
GFO-24-601: Light-Duty Hydrogen Infrastructure Build-Out

38
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Item Action Needed by 
Applicant

Project Narrative (Attachment 1) Create document

Scope of Work (Attachment 2) Complete the attachment

Schedule of Products and Due Dates (Attachment 4) Complete the attachment

Budget Forms (Attachment 5) Complete the attachment

Resumes (Attachment 6) Create document(s)

Contact List (Attachment 7) Complete the attachment

Letters of Commitment (Attachment 8) Create document(s)

Letters of Support, optional (Attachment 9) Create document(s)

Application Organization



40Solicitation Manual pp. 38-39

Item Action Needed by 
Applicant

CEQA Worksheet (Attachment 10) Complete the attachment

Localized Health Impacts Information Form (Attachment 11) Complete the attachment

Past Performance Reference Form(s) (Attachment 12) Create document(s)
Applicant Declaration (Attachment 13) Complete the attachment
Station Photographs and Diagrams – Stations Requesting Cap-X Funding Only 
(Attachment 16) Create document(s)
Proof of Completing Critical Milestone #1 – Stations Requesting Cap-X Funding Only 
(Attachment 19) Create document(s)
Proof of Completing Critical Milestone #2 – Stations Requesting Cap-X Funding Only 
(Attachment 20) Create document(s)

HySCapE Input File (Attachment 21) Complete the attachment
HySCapE Results (Graphs and Output File) – Stations Requesting Cap-X Funding Only 
(Attachment 22) Create document(s)

Application Organization (continued…)
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• Sign up at: https://ecams.energy.ca.gov/s/login/

• With the new ECAMS application process, Applicants will input application 
information directly into the web platform.

General Application Information
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• Applicants must submit a project narrative
• Limited to 30 pages
• The Project Narrative must include a Table of Contents.

• Table of Contents will not count towards the 30-page limit.

• Use 11-point font, single-spaced and a blank line between paragraphs
• Include page numbers
• Project Narrative must address each scoring criterion described 

in the Evaluation Criteria (pp. 55)

Project Narrative (Attachment 1) 
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• Applicants must complete Attachment 2.

• Instructions for completing the Scope of 
Work are included in Attachment 3.

• Describe exactly what the project will do.

• Identify what will be delivered to the CEC.

Scope of Work (Attachment 2)



Schedule of Products and Due Dates
(Attachment 4)

• Applicants must complete Attachment 3.

• All proposed stations must achieve open 
retail status by March 31, 2027

• Add tasks and product deliverables that 
correspond to the Scope of Work.

• Provide realistic dates on when product 
deliverables can be completed.

Solicitation Manual p. 43 44
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• OPTION 1
• Applicants enter budget information 

directly into ECAMS for Prime 
Applicant ONLY and upload Excel 
Attachment 4 for both Prime and 
Major Subrecipient(s)

• Identify how CEC funds and match 
funds will be spent to complete the 
project

• For more information on the CEC 
budget forms, visit the CEC ECAMS 
Resources webpage 
at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-
opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-
resources

Budget Forms (ECAMS Entry)

Solicitation Manual pp. 43

https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-resources
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-resources
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• OPTION 2
• Upload all budgets (Prime and Major 

Subrecipients) as MS Excel attachments
• Follow Budget Instructions
• Identify how CEC funds and match funds will be 

spent to complete the project
• For more information on the CEC budget forms, 

visit the CEC ECAMS Resources webpage 
at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-
opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-
resources

Budget Forms (Attachment 5)

https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-resources


Resumes (Attachment 6) 

• Applicants must include resumes for key 
personnel identified in the application.

• Resumes are limited to a maximum of 2 
pages each.

Solicitation Manual p. 46 47



Contact List (Attachment 7)

• Applicants must complete Attachment 7.

• Include the appropriate points of contact 
under the Recipient column.

• The CEC will complete the CEC points of 
contact during agreement development.

Solicitation Manual pg. 46 48
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• Applicants must include certain Commitment Letters. 
• From station site owners.
• From station site operators.
• From entities or individuals that are committing match funding.
• From key project partners that will make contributions to the project.

• Support letters are optional.
• Limit of two pages per letter.

Letters of Support/Commitment 
(Attachments 8 and 9)



CEQA Worksheet (Attachment 10)

• Applicants must submit a completed 
Attachment 10. 

• The CEC requires this information to assist 
with our CEQA determinations.

• Applicants are encourage to provide 
documentation of communication with the 
local lead agency (e.g. emails)

Solicitation Manual p. 48 50



Local Health Impacts Information Form 
(Attachment 11)

• Applicants must complete Attachment 11.

• The CEC requires this information for a 
Localized Health Impacts report.

Solicitation Manual p. 47 51
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• Applicants must complete Attachment 12 to provide 
references for:
• Agreements with the CEC received by the Applicant 

in the last 10 years.
• The five most recent agreements with other public 

agencies received by the Applicant within the past 
10 years.

• References must include a contact person name and 
phone number or email address. These persons may 
be contacted by CEC staff.

• Applicants should fill out a separate Past Performance 
Reference Form for each agreement reference.

Past Performance Reference Form 
(Attachment 12)
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• Applicants must complete Attachment 13.
• This form requests that Applicants declare that they are not 

delinquent on taxes nor suspended by the California 
Franchise Tax Board, are not being sued by any public 
agency or entity, are in compliance with the terms of all 
settlement agreements, if any, entered into the CEC on 
another public agency or entity, are in compliance with all 
judgments, if any, issued against the Applicant in any 
matter to which the CEC or another public agency or entity 
is a party, are complying with any demand letter made on 
the Applicant by the CEC or another public agency or entity, 
and are not in active litigation with the CEC regarding the 
Applicant’s actions under a current or past contract, grant, 
or loan with the CEC.

• The declaration must be signed under penalty of perjury by 
an authorized representative of the applicant’s organization.

Applicant Declaration
(Attachment 13)
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• Applicants must submit current photographs of each proposed hydrogen 
refueling station site from each possible direction (north, east, south, and 
west) as well as outward-facing photographs that show the access roads 
and surrounding land uses.

• Applicants must also submit a diagram or drawing of each proposed 
station layout.

Station Photographs and Diagrams – Stations 
Requesting Cap-X Funding Only
(Attachment 16)
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• Applicants must include appropriate Authority Having Jurisdiction 
meeting notes for each proposed hydrogen refueling station address.

• Meeting notes are limited to a maximum of 5 pages per station.
• Applicants must include appropriate proof of site control and possession 

for each proposed hydrogen refueling station address.

Proof of Completing Critical Milestone #1 and #2 – 
Stations Requesting Cap-X Funding Only 
(Attachment 19 and 20)
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• The Applicant shall provide the HySCapE input file (Attachment 21), for each 
station design proposed for funding to the CEC.

• The HySCapE input file must be uploaded to HySCapE to obtain the HySCapE 
results (Attachment 22). Instructions for uploading HySCapE can be found on 
pages 19 and 20 of the solicitation manual.

• The HySCapE results consist of the 24-hour (Chevron Friday) output file and 
graphs for each station design proposed for funding to the CEC.

HySCapE Input File – Stations Requesting Cap-X 
Funding Only (Attachment 21 and 22)
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How Will My Application Be Evaluated?

Stage One: Application Screening
• Administrative Screening Criteria (Pass/Fail)
• Technical Screening Criteria (Pass/Fail)

Stage Two: Application Evaluation

*Applicants must pass ALL screening criteria, or the application shall be disqualified and eliminated 
from further evaluation.
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Administrative Screening Criteria
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Criteria Pass/Fail

1. The application is received by the due date and time specified in the “Key 
Activities Schedule” in Section I of this solicitation. Pass or Fail

2. The Applicant has not included a statement that is contrary to the required 
authorizations and certifications when submitting in ECAMS. Pass or Fail



Technical Screening Criteria
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Criteria Pass/Fail

1. The applicant is an eligible applicant. Pass or Fail

2. The project is an eligible project. Pass or Fail

3. The applicant meets the minimum match share requirement. Pass or Fail

4. The applicant passes the past performance criterion. Pass or Fail



Past Performance Screening

1. An applicant may be disqualified due to severe performance issues 
characterized by significant negative outcomes under one or more prior or 
active CEC agreement(s) within the last 10 years.

2. Any applicant that does not have an active or prior agreement equates to 
no severe performance issues and therefore would pass this screening 
criteria.
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Application Technical Evaluation and Scoring

• The Evaluation Committee applies the scoring scale to the evaluation 
criteria.

• Applications must obtain a minimum passing score of 70% or 70 
points in order to be considered for funding.

• Review Section IV of the solicitation manual and ensure the application 
provides a clear and complete response to all scoring criteria.
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Application Evaluation and Scoring
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Scoring Criteria Possible Points

1. Team Experience and Qualifications 20

2. Project Implementation 25

3. Project Readiness 25

4. Project Budget 15

5. Environmental and Economic Benefits and Sustainability 15

Total Possible Points 100

Minimum Points to Pass (70%) 70

63



Team Experience and Qualifications
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Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The Applicant’s and project team’s qualifications (including relevant 

expertise, experience, and skill sets) are suitable to the tasks described in 
the proposed Scope of Work.

• The Applicant’s and project team’s qualifications, commitment, and 
approach will result in excellent customer service to FCEV drivers. 

• The Applicant and project team have demonstrated exceptional experience 
working with AHJ and utility personnel to overcome permitting and 
planning barriers, if applicable. 

• The Applicant has identified the project team and has demonstrated that 
the project team has sufficient personnel and organizational capacity to 
complete the project given its other project commitments.



Team Experience and Qualifications 
(continued…)
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Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The Applicant and project team have demonstrated exceptional administrative and 

technical performance under existing or prior funding agreements (CEC and/or other 
public agencies), if the Applicant or project team worked on such projects, including:

 o Adherence to schedules and due dates. 
 o Effective and timely issue resolution. 
 o Quality of deliverables. 
 o Objectives of past projects have been attained. 
 o Honest, timely, and professional communication with staff from the  
  funding entity. 
 o Effective coordination with project partners, subrecipients, vendors,  
  and other stakeholders. 
 o Timely and accurate invoicing.



Project Implementation

Solicitation Manual p. 55-56 66

Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The Applicant demonstrates how the tasks in the Scope of Work will lead to a cost-
 effective and timely (re)opening of the hydrogen refueling station(s) and how the 

proposed project schedule is aggressive, achievable, and will result in the successful 
completion of the proposed project. 

• The Applicant commits to the operation of the proposed project’s hydrogen refueling 
stations for longer than that required by this solicitation. 

• The Applicant demonstrates clear, detailed, and convincing strategies to maximize 
station uptime and ensure customer satisfaction once the station(s) become open 
retail.

• The proposed project will result in aggressive response times for various types of 
operations and maintenance issues.

• The retail price of hydrogen will be minimized.



Project Readiness
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Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The Applicant has provided evidence that the stations(s) selected for 

the proposed project will be located in communities and/or along travel 
corridors that are not served or inadequately served by the existing 
light-duty hydrogen refueling station network.

• The Applicant has conducted due diligence on the viability of the 
selected site(s), including consistency with local land use regulations 
and planning documents.

• The Applicant has provided evidence of the station(s) location’s viability 
in terms of potential customer demand, which may include 
coordination with light-duty and/or medium-duty FCEV fleet 
deployments.



Project Readiness (continued…)
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Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The Applicant has demonstrated support for the proposed station(s) 

from local community groups (such as neighboring residents and 
businesses), potential customers, and the AHJ.

• The Applicant has provided evidence to support a high probability of 
quick completion of station environmental review, entitlements, 
permitting, or construction.

• The Applicant has identified major risks and barriers to successful 
project completion and has provided detailed, clear and convincing 
strategies on how they will be mitigated.



Project Budget
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Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The total cost per light-duty hydrogen refueling station is minimized to 

effectively support the state’s 200-station goal.

• The proposed project has match funding commitments supported by 
verifiable documentation (attach letter of commitment separately).

• The Applicant has demonstrated why state funds are necessary for 
project success.



Environmental and Economic Benefits, and 
Sustainability
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Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The Applicant has demonstrated that the proposed project will meet 

and exceed the minimum requirement for renewable hydrogen and has 
explained sourcing of renewable attributes for the hydrogen supply and 
how direct attributes is prioritized over indirect (book-and-claim style 
sourcing).

• The Applicant has calculated and presented the carbon intensity of the 
hydrogen fuel to be dispensed at the proposed station(s), measured 
well-to-gate, consistent with the clean hydrogen federal tax credit 
created by Section 45V of Title 26 of the United States Code. 
Preference shall be provided to Applicants with the least carbon-

 intensive proposed fuel using the order of tiers created by the 
regulations adopted pursuant to Section 45V if Title 26 of the United 
States Code.



Environmental and Economic Benefits and 
Sustainability (continued…)
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Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
• The proposed project will provide direct and meaningful benefits (such 

as air quality, job opportunities, workforce training, etc.) to 
disadvantaged and low-income communities and workers within those 
communities in accordance with CalEnviroScreen 4.0 (available at 
https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40).

• The proposed project will expand business opportunities for California-
 based businesses, result in high-quality jobs in terms of compensation, 

duration, and related project payroll, and increase state and local tax 
revenues.



Terms and Conditions
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Terms and Conditions
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• Terms and Conditions
• Can be found on the Funding Resources webpage at 

https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources
• Appendix 1 reflects the terms and conditions that have been updated 

through the CEC’s ECAMS process
• E.g. backup documentation required for invoicing

• More information is on the ECAMS Resources webpage at 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-
resources

• Special Terms & Conditions (Attachment 18)
• Special Terms and Conditions for Tribes (Attachment 23)

https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-resources
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-resources
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-resources


Application Submittal
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• Applications will be submitted through 
the Energy Commission Agreement 
Management System (ECAMS), 
available at: 
https://ecams.energy.ca.gov/

• Applicants must have or create a 
user account in order to apply for 
this solicitation. To create an 
account, please see the guidance 
document titled User Registration 
Instructions

• Note: One account manager per 
organization, but users can be added 
by account manager

GFO Submission Requirements

https://ecams.energy.ca.gov/
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/7893
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/7893


GFO Submission Requirements, Cont. 

• Electronic files, other than those requiring signatures, must be in the format that they are 
provided in the solicitation.

• Application documents should meet formatting requirements, and page recommendations 
provided in the solicitation manual.

• Attachments requiring signatures (Support/Commitment Letters) may be scanned and 
submitted in PDF format.

• Until further notice, any requirement in CEC solicitations to provide a signature is waived. 
In ECAMS, checking the “I Agree” box and clicking the “I Agree & Submit” button 
provides the required authorizations and certifications.

• Notice on CEC’s waiver of the signature requirement appears here: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/solicitations

Solicitation Manual pp. 59-61
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ECAMS.SalesforceSupport@Energy.ca.gov

• For detailed instructions on how to 
submit an application, please see 
the Applying for a 
Solicitation guidance document

• Guidance documents are available 
at https://www.energy.ca.gov/fundin
g-opportunities/funding-
resources under General Funding 
Information

• Questions about the ECAMS system 
can be sent to:

GFO Submission Resources

mailto:ECAMS.SalesforceSupport@Energy.ca.gov
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/7956
https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/7956
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources
https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources


GFO Submission

Submit applications early! 
ECAMS will stop accepting application documents 
promptly at the deadline of 11:59 p.m. on January 15, 
2025.
Applications in the process of being submitted prior to 
the deadline will NOT be accepted after the deadline.

Solicitation Manual p. 38 78



Key Dates
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Activity Action Date
Solicitation Release September 20, 2024
Pre-Application Workshop October 8, 2024
Deadline for Written Questions by 5:00 p.m. October 21, 2024

Anticipated Distribution of Question/Answers Week of November 4, 
2024

Deadline to Submit Applications by 11:59 p.m. January 15, 2025
Anticipated Notice of Proposed Awards Posting Week of March 3, 2025
Anticipated Energy Commission Business Meeting June 2025



Question and Answers
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Three ways to ask questions:
Please state your name and affiliation. Keep questions under 3 minutes to allow time for 
others.

1. Use the raise hand function in Zoom
Zoom Phone Controls:
• *6 – Toggle mute/unmute
• *9 – Raise hand

2. Type questions in the Zoom Q&A Box

3. Submit written questions
Send written questions to Laura.Williams@energy.ca.gov
Deadline: October 21, 2024 5:00 p.m. PST

Note that an official CEC response will be provided in writing and posted on the GFO webpage 
in November.



Written Questions
Please send all questions related to GFO-24-601 to:

 Laura Williams
 Commission Agreement Officer
 715 P Street, MS-18
 Sacramento, CA 95814
 (916) 879-1383

Laura.Williams@energy.ca.gov
 (Please add subject line: GFO-24-601)

Deadline to submit questions: Monday, October 21, 2024, 5:00 p.m. PST

Deadline to submit applications: Wednesday, January 15, 2025, 11:59 p.m. 
PST
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Next Steps

Activity Action Date
Deadline for Written Questions by 5:00 p.m. October 21, 2024

Anticipated Distribution of Question/Answers Week of November 4, 
2024

Deadline to Submit Applications by 11:59 p.m. January 15, 2025

Anticipated Notice of Proposed Awards Posting Week of March 3, 
2025

Updates to solicitation documents will be posted on the GFO Webpage: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2024-09/gfo-24-601-light-duty-
hydrogen-infrastructure-build-out 
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https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2024-09/gfo-24-601-light-duty-hydrogen-infrastructure-build-out
https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2021-04/gfo-20-607-second-block-grant-light-duty-electric-vehicle-charger-incentive
https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2021-04/gfo-20-607-second-block-grant-light-duty-electric-vehicle-charger-incentive


Thank You!

Applications are due January 15, 2025 by 11:59 p.m.
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