
Instructions for determining the Outdoor Lighting Zone 
using the Census Geocoder Tool 

 

The Energy Code varies outdoor lighting allowances based on the Outdoor 

Lighting Zone, see Section 10-114 of the California Code of Regulations, Title 24, 

Part 1, Chapter 10, Section 114.  

 

The outdoor lighting zone can be determined using the Census Geocoder tool, 

which is an address look-up tool provided by the United States Census Bureau. 

 

The Census Geocoder requires a physical structural address including the 

building or structure number and street name, as well as city name, state, and zip 

code. Users may submit a single address or batches of addresses.  

 

To search for an address 
1. Start by logging onto the website:  

https://geocoding.geo.census.gov/geocoder/geographies/address?form 

 

The website should look like this:

 

2. In the boxes key in the information for the: 

- House number and street name 

- City  

- State  

https://geocoding.geo.census.gov/geocoder/geographies/address?form


- Zip Code  

 

3. In the section, Benchmark, select Public_AR_Current. 

                In the section, Vintage, select Census2010_Current, see example below. 

 

4. Click on the box Get Results to process the request for the address 

information entered. Go to and select Census Blocks and look for UR where: 

- LZ1 is UR (R means Rural) 

- LZ2 is U for Urban Clusters  

- LZ3 is U for Urbanized Areas 

 

For an example of an Urbanized Area: 715 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
 

5. Located at the upper left-hand corner of the website are three linear bars. 

Click on the bars to reveal the drop-down menu that will depict the following: 

Census Geocoder, Find Location, Find Geographies, Detailed 

Information and FAQs, and Contact Us. 

 

An image of the webpage for a search for: Input: 715 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 

verifies the Matched Address: 715 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 with the 

corresponding coordinates. 



 

The example address:  715 P Street, Sacramento, CA 95814, is designated as an  

Urbanized Area: 

 



 

 

To search for another address 

1. At the top of the menu bar, click on Find Locations and a drop-down menu will 

appear.  

2. Click on Stateside Parse Address Processing which will clear previous entries 

from the entry boxes.  

     3.  Refresh the page and enter the new address into the entry boxes and then click             

Get Results. 

Below is an example of an Urbanized Cluster: 425 Webster Street, Colusa, California 

95932 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Below is an example of a Rural Area:  465 C Street, Biggs, California 95917 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



To Generate a map 

To generate a map of the entered address information example above:  

1. Click on the tab Detailed Information and FAQs and a page titled Census 

Geocoder Documentation will appear.  

      2. Click on the tab Data & Maps and a page Data will appear.  

      3. Then click on the title Tables and Maps section.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Census Geocoder Documentation 

 

Data & Maps 

 

 

 

 

Data 



 

Tables and Maps 

 

To generate a topographical map of the address information example, input the data in 

the upper left-hand corner of the page under Geographies. Be sure to set the Filters to 

United States. Under Geographies, enter the Nation as United States (already set as 

default), State as California, County as Sacramento, the County Subdivision as 



Sacramento, Place as California, and finally the zip code as 95814. Once all the data 

has been entered, click at the top of the page on Maps. 
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