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RPS Verification and Compliance Staff – STEP Division

May 7, 2025

California Energy Commission

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good morning and welcome everyone. Today, staff will cover the CEC’s Renewables Portfolio Standard (RPS for short) Annual Reporting Requirements for the upcoming July 1, 2025, reporting deadline for load-serving entities.  I’d like to start with a brief introduction to the CEC’s RPS Verification and Compliance team. My name is Greg Chin and joining me here in Sacramento and remotely are – Gina Barkalow, Chris Metzker, Chang-hsien Liao, Kevin Chou, Grace Jiang, Sophia Bird, and Sean Inaba. We also have Jack Bastida and Kevin Williams providing meeting support today. 



Webinar Information

• This webinar will be recorded. 

• The recording and slides will be available on the CEC website at: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-
portfolio-standard/renewables-portfolio-standard

• Participants may ask clarifying questions throughout the presentation 
by using the Q&A feature.

• After the presentation we will have a Q&A session.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We will begin with a few housekeeping items.  First, we would like to let everyone know this webinar is being recorded. A recording of this webinar and a copy of these slides will be available on the CEC website for folks to refer back to. Please note that to make the Energy Commission’s workshops more accessible, Zoom’s closed captioning has been enabled. Attendees can use the service by clicking on the “live transcript” icon and then choosing either “show subtitle” or “view full transcript”. The closed captioning service can be stopped by exiting out of the “live transcript” or selecting the “hide subtitle” icon. Next, there will be a Q&A opportunity at the end of the webinar for questions about the upcoming July 1 reporting requirements.  If, during the webinar, you have clarifying questions, participants may submit questions through the Zoom Q&A feature, and someone from the CEC will be monitoring the questions. The Q&A feature is at the BOTTOM of your screen. Questions will either be addressed in real time during the webinar or at the end, during the Q&A portion.

https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-portfolio-standard/renewables-portfolio-standard
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-portfolio-standard/renewables-portfolio-standard


Agenda
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1. Welcome and Introduction (5 min)

2. Scope (5 min)

3. Updates for 2024 RPS Reporting Year (5 min)

4. Overview of Annual RPS Reporting Schedule & Requirements (15 min)

5. Live WREGIS Demo (10 min)

6. Q&A (15 min)

7. Wrap up (5 min)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On this slide is an overview of the agenda for today’s webinar. We anticipate this webinar to last about one hour, but we will stay as long as it takes to answer all of your questions related to annual reporting. We hope you’ll be able to stay to the end. If you have to leave early, and you have a question, you can write it in the Q&A feature at the bottom of your screen and we will answer it. Last but not least, as mentioned earlier we will post a recording of the webinar and the slides on the CEC website following its conclusion.



Scope

• In scope: 
• Annual RPS reporting schedule, 
• Annual RPS reporting requirements, and 
• How to use WREGIS or the CEC RPS Online System.

• Out of scope: 
• All other RPS issues, including verification and compliance results 

and proposed changes to existing RPS requirements and 
processes.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The purpose of today’s webinar is for RPS staff to provide an overview of the annual RPS reporting process and answer questions from the over 80 reporting entities. The scope for today’s webinar is focused on the annual reporting schedule, requirements, and the tools that enable reporting. Issues that are not related to the annual report are out of scope and we respectfully ask that all participants stay within the scope of the webinar.



Additional Resources

• The CEC’s RPS verification and compliance website landing page: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-
portfolio-standard/renewables-portfolio-standard 

• CEC RPS Annual Reporting Instructions: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-
03/2024_Annual_Reporting_Instructions_ada.docx 

• CEC WREGIS Reporting Guidance: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-
03/2024_WREGIS_Reporting_Guidance_ada.docx 

• For questions concerning the CPUC’s RPS Compliance and Reporting 
process: https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/electrical-
energy/electric-power-procurement/rps/rps-compliance-rules-and-
process/rps-compliance-and-reporting or email staff

5

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
In this slide are a couple key resources you can keep handy if you have questions related to annual reporting requirements for the CEC, are looking for guidance on WREGIS, or if you have questions about retail seller RPS reporting requirements. 

https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-portfolio-standard/renewables-portfolio-standard
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-portfolio-standard/renewables-portfolio-standard
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/2024_Annual_Reporting_Instructions_ada.docx
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/2024_Annual_Reporting_Instructions_ada.docx
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/2024_WREGIS_Reporting_Guidance_ada.docx
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/2024_WREGIS_Reporting_Guidance_ada.docx
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/electrical-energy/electric-power-procurement/rps/rps-compliance-rules-and-process/rps-compliance-and-reporting
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/electrical-energy/electric-power-procurement/rps/rps-compliance-rules-and-process/rps-compliance-and-reporting
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/electrical-energy/electric-power-procurement/rps/rps-compliance-rules-and-process/rps-compliance-and-reporting
https://www.cpuc.ca.gov/industries-and-topics/electrical-energy/electric-power-procurement/rps/rps-contact-information


Updates for 2024 RPS Annual 
Reporting
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• POUs with qualifying procurement of coal-fired generation1 in RPS 
Compliance Period 4

Qualifying procurement of coal-fired generation means coal-fired generation that is 
procured from “unavoidable long-term contracts and ownership agreements.” 

Unavoidable long-term contracts and ownership agreements means commitments for 
electricity from a coal-fired powerplant, located outside the state, originally entered into 
by a local publicly owned electric utility before June 1, 2010, that is not subsequently 

modified to result in an extension of the duration of the agreement or result in an 
increase in total quantities of energy delivered during any compliance period.

1. Refer to PUC 399.30 (l)(1) – 399.30 (l)(3) / 20 CCR section 3204 (b)(10)

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There is one update for the 2024 RPS Annual Reporting cycle. The update only applies to POUs with qualifying procurement of coal-fired generation. Qualifying procurement of coal-fired generation means coal-fired generation that is procured from “unavoidable long-term contracts and ownership agreements.” Unavoidable long-term contracts and ownership agreements means commitments for electricity from a coal-fired powerplant, located outside the state, originally entered into by a local publicly owned electric utility before June 1, 2010, that is not subsequently modified to result in an extension of the duration of the agreement or result in an increase in total quantities of energy delivered during any compliance period. POUs who qualify for this provision may adjust their procurement target in RPS Compliance Period 4.  I will cover the specific reporting requirements for POUs qualifying for this provision later in the webinar, when covering the RPS Annual Reporting Requirements for POUs.



Annual Report Scope & Schedule
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• Reports are due no later than July 1, 2025, for reporting year 2024

• Annual RPS Reporting Announcement:  
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-
portfolio-standard

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slide outlines the upcoming key date for the CEC’s annual RPS reporting. On April 1st of this year, we issued the reporting guidance and instructions for the upcoming July 1, 2025, annual reporting deadline. 

https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-portfolio-standard
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-portfolio-standard


Annual Reporting – All LSEs

All load-serving entities (both retail sellers and publicly owned electric 
utilities) shall report REC retirements for previous reporting year to the 
CEC annually on July 1. (RPS Eligibility Guidebook, 9th edition (Revised), Ch. 7 / 
20 CCR 3207 (c))

A complete annual report includes the following components: 

1. WREGIS State/Provincial/Voluntary Compliance Report (WREGIS Report)1

2. Attestation for WREGIS Report(s)2

3. WREGIS Adjustment(s),3 if applicable
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1. For more guidance on how to authorize WREGIS to send this report, see WREGIS Reporting Guidance at 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/2024_WREGIS_Reporting_Guidance_ada.docx 

2. LSE must submit attestation in RPS Online at https://rps.energy.ca.gov/Login.aspx after their WREGIS Report(s) are uploaded.
3. WREGIS Adjustment requests shall be requested in RPS Online at https://rps.energy.ca.gov/Login.aspx.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slide covers the reporting requirements for ALL load serving entities. When I say all load serving entities, I am referring to both retail sellers and POUs. The reporting requirements for all LSEs is the submittal of your LSE’s WREGIS Report or Reports (I’ll just refer to them as WREGIS reports going forward), we also require your attestation in the RPS Online System, and if applicable, submittal of any WREGIS Adjustment requests. Submittal of your LSE’s WREGIS Reports is performed in WREGIS’ online platform. You need to log into your WREGIS account, then authorize WREGIS to send the CEC your WREGIS Reports. After you authorize WREGIS to send us your WREGIS Reports, WREGIS then transfers your Reports securely to us.  JB Brander from WREGIS will be doing a live demo later in the webinar in which she will cover the step by step process for completing this in WREGIS’ online platform.  Once we have your WREGIS Reports from WREGIS, CEC staff upload it to the RPS Online System, typically within a few business days. Once this takes place, you will be notified that your WREGIS Reports are ready for review and your attestation is needed. You then need to go into the RPS Online System, review your org’s WREGIS Reports and then attest to them.   Last but not least, if you have WREGIS Adjustments to request, those shall be submitted in RPS Online. What qualifies as a WREGIS Adjustment is described in the RPS Eligibility Guidebook, Chapter 7, section A.2.

https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/2024_WREGIS_Reporting_Guidance_ada.docx
https://rps.energy.ca.gov/Login.aspx
https://rps.energy.ca.gov/Login.aspx


Annual Reporting – POUs only
Additional Reporting Requirements for POUs* 

1. Annual Summary Report in RPS Online 

2. New, amended, modified POU contracts and ownership agreements executed in 
prior year (in RPS Online)

3. New, amended, modified POU contracts or resale agreements w/ JPA or third-party 
supplier containing ST + LT underlying resources**

4. Newly executed POU prepayment transactions for PCC 0 or PCC 1 contracts***

9

* All requirements may not apply to all POUs
** See September 2022 Regulatory Advisory at https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-09/Regulatory_Advisory_RPS_POU_2022-09-21.pdf
***See December 2024 Regulatory Advisory at https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/Regulatory_Advisories_Dec_2024_ada.pdf 
Annual Reporting Instructions available at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/2024_Annual_Reporting_Instructions_ada.docx 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This slide outlines the additional reporting requirements for POUs. If you’re a retail seller, please refer to the CPUC’s RPS reporting requirements for guidance on their annual reporting requirements (a link is available on the Additional Resources slide).  In addition to each POU having to submit its WREGIS Reports, there are up to ten other reporting requirements for POUs necessary to support the RPS verification and compliance analysis. All ten of these requirements may not apply to your POU; only report those that are relevant to your POU. If you need more information about any of these ten additional reporting requirements, you can send us a message in the Q&A, you can email us, or you can refer to the Annual Reporting Instructions linked at the bottom of this slide.  Among the additional reporting requirements, the first is the Annual Summary Report in the RPS Online System. All POUs shall submit this report. In this annual report you’ll report information such as your retail sales for the previous year, forecasted retail sales for each year left in the compliance period, a nonbinding classification of the number of RECs retired in the previous year by portfolio content category and LT or short-term classification, and number of green pricing program or shared renewable generation program RECs. Next up is the requirement that POUs submit in RPS Online any new, amended, or modified contracts and ownership agreements executed in the prior year. Be prepared to fill out information pertaining to each procurement contract, including information such as the PCC classification, contract execution date, contract start date, contract end date, and so on. For each contract you’ll also be required to include a copy of the contract or ownership agreement so CEC staff can use it to verify the contract information you submitted. Please note: Contracts may be submitted before the July 1 due date; there is no need to wait until July 1 if you have contracts to submit. Number three is the requirement that POUs submit new, amended or modified contracts or resale agreements with a JPA or third party supplier containing both short term and long term underlying resources. Few POUs’ contracts likely fit this criteria of having a contract or contracts containing both ST and LT underlying resources. However if you do, please follow the instructions for reporting these contracts in RPS Online.  Number four is the requirement that any POUs with a prepayment transaction or transactions tied to an existing PCC 0 or 1 contract executed in the prior year shall provide a summary of the transaction and documentation associated with said prepayment transaction. Please refer to the Annual Reporting Instructions linked at the bottom of this slide for more information. 

https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2022-09/Regulatory_Advisory_RPS_POU_2022-09-21.pdf
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2024-12/Regulatory_Advisories_Dec_2024_ada.pdf
https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/2024_Annual_Reporting_Instructions_ada.docx


Annual Reporting cont. – POUs only
Additional Reporting Requirements for POUs* 

5. e-Tag Report (POUs w/ PCC 1 or 2 RPS claims from non-CBAs)

6. Hourly Report (POUs w/ PCC 1 RPS claims scheduled from non-CBA to CBA)

7. POUs with Green Pricing Program or Shared Renewable Generation Program 

8. POUs with qualifying hydroelectric generation under Pub. Util. Code § 399.30 (k)

9. POUs with qualifying procurement of coal-fired generation meeting criteria of Pub. 
Util. Code §  399.30 (l)(1)(A)

10. POUs meeting criteria of Pub. Util. Code §  399.18
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*All requirements may not apply to all POUs
Annual Reporting Instructions available at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/2024_Annual_Reporting_Instructions_ada.docx 

E-Tag Report Form, Hourly Report Form, and instructions available at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-portfolio-
standard/renewables-portfolio-standard under the “Annual Reporting for Load-Serving Entities” dropdown

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Number five is the requirement that POUs with PCC 1 and/or PCC 2 claims from rps facilities located outside a California balancing authority submit an e-tag report to the CEC. There are two ways to submit an e-tag report. You can either submit an e-tag report directly in WREGIS’ online platform or you can follow the e-tag report form instructions at the bottom of this slide and submit the e-tag report in RPS Online using the CEC's Schedule 3 form. We will say, however, from a CEC staff perspective, we prefer POUs use the CEC Schedule 3 e-tag reporting form if possible because it reduces data discrepancies from different reporting systems and more easily integrates it into our verification system. Additionally, using the CEC schedule 3 form will allow staff to more easily analyze the data and get results faster.  Number six is the requirement that POUs with PCC 1 claims regarding electricity being scheduled into a California balancing authority from a non-California balancing authority submit an hourly report (schedule 4 form) in RPS Online.  Two notes from staff on the e-tag and hourly reporting requirement for POUs: First, for the eTag and Hourly reports, POUs shall submit an equivalent amount or more of MWhs in the eTag/Hrly data to substantiate the claimed quantity of PCC 1 or PCC 2 RECs. For Ex. if a POU claimed 100 PCC 1 RECs from a generator, the POU shall submit 100 MWhs of e-tag data and hourly data to substantiate the claimed amount for verification. Second, for any contracting situations not captured in the report instructions, such as multiple off-takers for a generator unit, the percent share amount may need to be calculated outside the spreadsheet templates used in the Hourly report (schedule 4). Contact staff if you need to make calculations outside the spreadsheet or if you need to combine multiple reporting entities on one reporting form for the e-tag report and/or Hrly report. However do keep in mind that if you’re combining multiple reporting entities into one report form, please remember that individual attestations in RPS Online from each POU is still required.  Number seven is the requirement for POUs with either a green pricing program or shared renewable generation program. A POU with one of these programs should, if you haven’t already, email RPS staff so we can unlock fields in RPS Online that allow you to fill out claim amounts for this exclusion. Additionally, please include in your Annual Summary Report’s Narratives a copy of the green pricing program or shared renewable generation program retirements made in WREGIS in the prior year.  Number eight is the requirement for POUs with qualifying large hydroelectric generation meeting the criteria of PUC 399.30 (k). If you have qualifying large hydroelectric generation meeting this criteria, send us an email if you haven’t already so, so we can unlock fields in RPS Online that allows to fill out claim amounts for this exclusion. Additionally please include in your annual summary report’s narratives an explanation of how the generation meets the requirements of large hydroelectric generation and whether there's been any changes to the agreements, renewals or extensions.  Number nine is the requirement for POUs with qualifying procurement from coal fired generation meeting the requirements of PUC 399.30 (l)(1)(A). If you have qualifying procurement under this provision, send us an email. Additionally, please include in your Annual Summary Report’s Narratives the following information: 1. the total quantity, in MWhs, of qualifying procurement of coal fired generation procured by the POU during Compliance Period 4; 2. a copy of the POU’s procurement contract or ownership agreement for the qualifying procurement of coal fired generation; and 3. a copy of the POU’s renewable energy resources procurement plan if not previously provided to the CEC, demonstrating that the POU met the requirements of RPS POU Regulations section 3204 (b)(10)(B).  Last but not least is number ten related to POUs meeting the requirements of PUC 399.18. If you haven’t already done so, please qualifying POUs send us an email and we’ll unlock fields in RPS Online that allow you to report claim amounts for this provision. This provision is for a POU that is a successor to an electrical corporation that had 1000 or fewer customer accts in CA as of Jan 1, 2010 and was not interconnected to any transmission system or the ISO as of Jan 1 2010 and continues to meet these criteria during the applicable compliance period.

https://www.energy.ca.gov/sites/default/files/2025-03/2024_Annual_Reporting_Instructions_ada.docx
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-portfolio-standard/renewables-portfolio-standard
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/renewables-portfolio-standard/renewables-portfolio-standard


Select FAQs for POUs

What is the verification timeline for RPS Compliance Period 4?
• Individual timeline approach.

Can I submit a contract that is fully executed but is years out from 
delivering electricity products?

• Yes, fully executed contracts can be submitted prior to reporting 
deadlines. Early submittal can speed up verification and compliance 
process.

The e-Tag status in RPS Online shows “Generation Data Needed.” Am I 
required to submit e-Tag data?

• Only if you have non-CBA claims. 
Can I revise our Annual Summary Report after it's been attested to?

• Yes. Send us an email to rpstrack@energy.ca.gov 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
On this slide we’ve included select FAQs that we hear from POUs. The first question is “what is the verification timeline for Compliance Period 4?” Before answering this question, I want to bring everyone up to speed on an internal change in process that’s underway. The change in internal process relates to verifying LSE claims and moving LSEs through the verification process. The change is as follows: instead of having one verification timeline for all LSEs, where all LSEs are subject to the same timeline for getting results from verification analyses and moving through the verification process, we are shifting to a process where each LSE has their own, individual timeline for getting verification results, and moving through the verification process. As a result of this internal change, we anticipate some LSEs may move faster through the verification and compliance process than others.  Now, to the actual question which is CP 4 timeline. We anticipate that for retail sellers, at least for the CEC’s role in RPS verification for retail sellers, most will have CP 4 verification complete in 2026. For POUs, the timeline for CP 4 verification will differ for most POUs because we do additional analyses. We anticipate that there may be a very small handful of POUs who have their CP 4 verification done at the end of 2025. However, for most of the POUs, we anticipate (and are aiming for) having a group of POUs done with CP 4 verification in 2026. Inevitably, there will likely be POUs whose CP 4 verification is not done in 2026. Reasons for longer delays can vary – things like non-timeliness/non-responsiveness, complexity, the number of issues found, and other factors may contribute to how fast or slow a POU moves through the verification process.  As you likely know, staff have been working hard to wrap up verification results for the first three years of this compliance period and we have made good progress. We have tried to resolve as many issues as we can before the upcoming July 1 reporting due date so that staff can focus on 2024 data when it comes in. If you have any outstanding issues for years prior to 2024, we ask that you please work with staff to resolve them before July 1. Doing so will help our team with the completion of the overall CP 4 verification results. We’re really trying to remove ourselves as barriers to getting the verification results you seek and we see taking an individual timeline approach as one way POUs can hopefully get results faster.  The second question is “can I submit a contract that is fully executed but is still years out from delivering electricity products?” The answer is yes, as long as the contract is fully executed, you do not need to wait until the contract is delivering electricity products to report that contract to us. We actually encourage you to submit early because it can help speed up the verification and compliance process.  The third question is “the e-tag status in RPS Online shows ‘Generation Data Needed’. Am I required to submit e-tag data?” The answer is yes, but only if your POU has non-California Balancing Authority RPS claims. The fourth and final question is “Can I revise our annual summary report after it’s been attested to?” The answer is yes. Just send us a message to the email address rpstrack@energy.ca.gov and we will work with you to get the revision in place.

mailto:rpstrack@energy.ca.gov


Live WREGIS Demo

JB Brander from WREGIS will provide a live demo on steps required to 
authorize WREGIS to send the Compliance Report and e-Tag Report to 
the CEC.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next up we are going to have JB from WREGIS provide a live demo for folks to show you how to send the CEC the WREGIS Compliance Report and e-Tag Report in their online platform. She may also go over other commonly used features used by account holders. For retail sellers on the call, you may also use the information in this live demo to assist in your reporting to the CPUC. JB, when ready, you can commence your live demo. 



Q&A

• Please use the raise hand feature to ask your question live.

• Alternatively, you may send your question through the Q&A feature.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Now we will commence the Q&A portion of the webinar. If you have a question, you have a couple options for getting your question addressed. Your first option is to use the raise hand feature in Zoom, located at the bottom of the screen. If you’ve called in on your phone, please press *9 to raise your hand. If you raise your hand, we’ll unmute you one by one and you can ask your question aloud. Alternatively, you can submit your question by submitting it using the Q&A feature at the bottom of your screen, and someone from the CEC will read it aloud.



Thank You!
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