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Housekeeping

» Today's webinar is being recorded

* Webinar presentation and recording will be posted to
the California Energy Commission (CEC)
Benchmarking Webinar Event Page

« Zoom Q&A feature
* Survey at the end



https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/webinar/2025-04/california-energy-commission-benchmarking-101-webinar
https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/webinar/2025-04/california-energy-commission-benchmarking-101-webinar

Agenda

* Housekeeping and Introduction to Benchmarking
» Benefits of Benchmarking
» Steps to Benchmarking Compliance

« Exemption Categories and Annual Submission
Process

* Public Disclosure Dashboard
e Live Question & Answer
* Closing Remarks



Building Energy Benchmarking
Program

What is building energy
benchmarking?

* Measuring and comparing a
building’s energy to similar
buildings, past consumption, or
a reference performance level

* Allows for informed building
management and investment
decisions



California's Benchmarking Program

* Buildings with more than
50,000 ft? of gross floor
area (GFA)

« Campuses totaling more
than 50,000 ft2

* Reporting for commercial
buildings began in 2018

* Reporting for multifamily
buildings began in 2019

* Reports are due by June 1
or each year
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Benefits of Benchmarking






Steps to Benchmarking Compliance



Reporting Resources

Benchmarking Reference ENERGY STAR
Number (BRN) Look Up Tool Portfolio Manager
* Benchmarkingca.com * Register an account
* Look up your BRN * Add buildings
by address » Report energy data

* Look up compliance status » Run data quality checker
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https://benchmarkingca.com/
https://benchmarkingca.com/
https://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov/pm/login?testEnv=false
https://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov/pm/login?testEnv=false

How to Look Up and Enter Your
BRN
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How to Enter Energy Use Data















How to Run the Data Quality
Checker
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How to Report Benchmarking
Data
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Overview: Set Up Building(s) in ESPM

Create an ESPM account.

Create a profile for each disclosable
building into account.

Look up your building's Benchmarking
Reference Number (BRN) at
benchmarkingca.com and add to profile.

Request energy use data from utilities.

Enter enerqy use data for each building
(Your utility may be able to do this
automatically).
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https://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov/pm/login?testEnv=false
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/How%20to%20Set%20Up%20Your%20Property_December%202024.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/How%20to%20Set%20Up%20Your%20Property_December%202024.pdf
http://benchmarkingca.com
http://benchmarkingca.com
http://benchmarkingca.com
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/How%20to%20Get%20utility%20data%20into%20Portfolio%20Manager_December%202024.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/How%20to%20Get%20utility%20data%20into%20Portfolio%20Manager_December%202024.pdf
https://www.energystar.gov/sites/default/files/2025-01/How%20to%20Get%20utility%20data%20into%20Portfolio%20Manager_December%202024.pdf

Overview: Preparing to Report to CEC

. Correct any errors. (Ignore Yellow
Hazards for missing water/waste)

. Click on the

( ) on CEC
benchmarking reporting page,
redirecting to your ESPM account.

. Respond to Data Request in ESPM
(also located in Reporting tab in
ESPM).
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NSKsbFpCy0Q&t=1582s
https://portfoliomanager.energystar.gov/pm/reports/dataRequest/accept/70bc2a5e-992e-444d-a52f-f5846c49867b
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/building-energy-benchmarking-program/report-benchmarking-data

Tips for a Successful Report
Submission

* Run the Data Quality Checker
» Correct any critical errors in red
* Re-run the checker after making corrections

* Ensure energy use data covers the full calendar year
* (From January 1 to December 31)

* Verify the Building Reporting Number (BRN)

34



Exemption Categories and
Annual Submission Process



Exemption Categories

* Your building is less than or equal to 50,000 sqft.
* Your building is a Condominium Project.
* Your building has between 1 and 16 residential utility accounts.

* Your building did not have a certificate of occupancy or temporary
certificate of occupancy for more than half of the calendar year.

* Your building is scheduled to be demolished one year or less from the
reporting date.

* Your building has 50% or more GFA dedicated to manufacturing,
industrial, or controlled environment scientific experiments.

* Your building was benchmarked under a local program listed on the CEC’s
exempted local benchmarking ordinances.

« Other: Federal Buildings, Tribal Lands, Trade Secret (Requires Executive
Director Approval)



Exemption Online Form




Exempted Local Benchmarking
Ordinances

Berkeley
Brisbane
Chula Vista
Los Angeles
San Francisco
San Jose

San Diego

Visit their websites for more information on how to comply:
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https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/building-energy-benchmarking-program/exempted-local-benchmarking
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/building-energy-benchmarking-program/exempted-local-benchmarking

Public Disclosure Dashboard



Benchmarking Dashboard

The Purpose

* To publicly disclose all
collected energy use
data.

* Inform and inspire large
building owners to:
 Efficiently use energy
¢ Save money
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Benchmarking Dashboard

Locate by navigating to
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http://www.energy.ca.gov/
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/building-energy-benchmarking-program
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/building-energy-benchmarking-program
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/building-energy-benchmarking-program

Benchmarking Dashboard

Once on the web page

"Building Energy Benchmarking
Program”

Scroll to the bottom to find the links
to:

* Public Disclosure Dashboard
 Demonstration Video
* Full list of disclosable buildings
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Benchmarking Dashboard

Interactive Dashboard
 Building Filters
* Map & Building Type Legend

e Data Visualizations
* Visualization Filters

Hover Over
» Building Details

Information links
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Data Disclosure

Data information made public

 Building address, building count, latitude : longitude.

* Year built.

» Gross floor area & property floor area (buildings and parking).
* Property or building name.

« ENERGY STAR score for eligible buildings.

* Annual site or source energy use by energy type.

. ,(A\nnl;al weather-normalized site or source energy use intensity
EUI).

* Total greenhouse gas emissions.
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We Value Your Feedback!

Click on the link in the chat or scan the QR to complete a short survey
and help inform future outreach!
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https://forms.office.com/g/3GUAwiCWHn
https://forms.office.com/g/3GUAwiCWHn

Resources

« CEC Benchmarking Reference Number (BRN) Lookup Tool

« ESPM Utility Benchmarking Program Lookup Wizard

 How to use ESPM

« Exempted Local Benchmarking Ordinances

« Benchmarking Program FAQs

* Public Benchmarking Dashboard

* Building Energy Benchmarking Program Resources Center
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http://benchmarkingca.com
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/utility_map
https://www.energystar.gov/buildings/training
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/building-energy-benchmarking-program/exempted-local-benchmarking
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/building-energy-benchmarking-program/building-energy-benchmarking
https://tableau.cnra.ca.gov/t/CNRA_CEC_PUBLIC/views/EnergyEfficiencyBenchmarkingDashboard/BenchmarkingDashboard?%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=n&%3AshowVizHome=n&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aembed=y
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/building-energy-benchmarking-program/building-energy-benchmarking-0?auHash=JdaidLWU-Jflv_hFLhHlGfZVK3yaQf4AOJXIGC-FfDQ

Contact Information

Benchmarking Program Helpdesk
* Benchmarking@energy.ca.gov
« (855)-2/9-6460 (Monday — Friday 8:00am — 5:00pm)
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mailto:Benchmarking@energy.ca.gov
tel:18552796460

Live Questions & Answers



Questions & Answers

. Use the raise hand feature in 2. Type questions in the Q&A box in
Zoom Zoom:
« Zoom phone controls: * Please provide name and
« *6 — Toggle mute/unmute affiliation (if any)

e *9 — Raise hand

* Introduce yourself by stating
your name and affiliation (if

any)

Please note that CEC will provide written responses to questions and
post them on the Benchmarking 101 Webinar event page



Thank You!
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