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GFO-25-301
Distributed Resources for Innovative Vehicle Energization Strategies (DRIVES)
Addendum #2
November 20, 2025

Disclaimer: Textual content in [strikethrough] and within square brackets is removed. New information appears in bold/underlined text.

The purpose of this addendum is to make the following revisions to the
Solicitation Manual:

Solicitation Manual 
1. Page 5, Section I.C. Under “PROJECT FOCUS” (“Microgrid Integration”)

Added: renewable
Added: renewable gas

2. Page 6, Section I.C. Under “PROJECT FOCUS” (“Distributed Renewable Generation Requirement”)

Added: Renewable distributed energy resources (DERs) and renewable energy generation equipment must be 100% renewable as defined by the California Energy Commission’s “Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) Eligibility Guidebook (9th Edition).” The draft 10th edition of the RPS Eligibility Guidebook was published on September 17, 2025, and includes the use of linear generators. As such, projects proposing to use fuel cells or linear generators as on-site generation are eligible for funding as long as they are using 100% renewable fuel as described in the 9th Edition RPS Guidebook. Though RPS certification is not required, if generating electricity from a fuel source, applicants must demonstrate that the fuel is 100% renewable.

3. Page 6, Section I.C. Under “PROJECT FOCUS” (“Load Control through UL 3141-Certified Power Control System”)

Added: In their proposals, applicants must state whether they plan to use a commercially available UL 3141-certified power control system or intend to pursue certification over the course of the agreement. Applicants should justify their decision in the project narrative (Attachment 2).

Added: Please note that eligibility for the IOU flexible service pilots may require additional power control system functionality beyond the criteria detailed in the UL 3141 outline for investigation. Please contact pilot teams directly for more information on eligibility (SCE Automated LCMS Pilot: Roger Salas (roger.salas@sce.com) and Jaycee Estafani (jaycee.estefani@sce.com); PG&E Flex Connect Pilot: flexconnect@pge.com or visit www.pge.com/flexconnect).

4. Page 6, Section I.C. Under “PROJECT FOCUS” (“Demonstration Site”)

Added: renewable

5. Pages 6-7, Section I.C. Under “PROJECT FOCUS” (“Demonstration Site”)

Updated: 
[The demonstration & deployment site must be located in a Disadvantaged Community per CalEnviroScreen 4.0 and in a California electric IOU service territory. Provide the site address and CalEnviroScreen score in the Application Form (Attachment 1).] 

Added: Proposal must discuss why the specific use case presents a compelling use for microgrid-integrated commercial EV charging. Discussion may include the grid constraints at the demonstration site and why it is a strong candidate for a flexible service agreement, the opportunity for distributed renewable energy generation at the site (including the potential for future expansion), the site’s proximity to and ability to serve major transportation corridors, and the site’s potential for replicability across California.

Added: Project demonstrations must be within IOU service territories. We encourage, but don’t require, applicants to demonstrate their projects at sites located in and benefiting disadvantaged communities (per CalEnviroScreen 4.0), low-income communities, and/or California Native American tribes (tribes). Scoring criterion 8 (Section IV.F.) outlines preference points that may be awarded to sites that meet these criteria. Provide the site address and CalEnviroScreen score in the application (Attachment 1 & 2).

6. Page 7, Section I.C. Under “PROJECT FOCUS” (“Group 1: Commercial EV Charging with DC-Coupled Microgrids”)

Added: Projects in this group will demonstrate charging systems directly integrated with DC-coupled microgrids, in which the distributed renewable energy generation, storage, and EVSE operate within a unified DC architecture. These systems avoid energy conversion losses by minimizing AC/DC transitions, offering potential efficiency gains and cost savings—especially for high-power, high-utilization charging applications. e

7. Page 8, Section I.C. Under “PROJECT FOCUS” (“Group 2: Commercial EV Charging with AC-Coupled Microgrids”)

Updated: [solar] distributed renewable generation

8. Page 9, Section I.D. Under ”FUNDING”

Added: Group 1, Minimum total match share percentage, (10% for projects located in and benefiting tribes)
Added: Group 2, Minimum total match share percentage, (10% for projects located in and benefiting tribes)
Added: Applications for Groups 1 & 2 must include a minimum 30% (10% for projects located in and benefiting tribes)

9. Page 10, Section I.E. Under “KEY ACTIVITIES SCHEDULE” 

Updated: Support for Application Submission in ECAMS, [11/14/2025] 12/5/2025
Updated: Deadline to Submit Applications, [11/21/2025] 12/12/2025
Updated: Anticipated Notice of Proposed Award Posting Date, Week of [1/19/2025]
2/16/2026
Updated: Anticipated Energy Commission Business Meeting Date, [3/26/2026]
5/15/2026
Updated: Anticipated Agreement Start Date, [5/1/2026] 7/1/2026
Updated: Anticipated Agreement End Date, [5/31/2030] 7/31/2030

10. Page 11, Section I.F.  Under “NOTICE OF PRE-APPLICATION WORKSHOP”

Updated: October [2] 6, 2025, from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.

11. Page 33, Section IV.A.  Under “APPLICATION EVALUATION”

Updated: [105.0] 70.0
Updated: [8] 7
Updated: In addition, the application must receive a minimum score of 52.50 points for criteria 1−4[,] and 70.00 points for criteria 1-7 [and 35.00 points for criterion 8] to be eligible for funding; preference points are listed under criterion 8.

12. Page 38, Section IV.E.  Under “STAGE ONE: APPLICATION SCREENING”

Added: (10% for projects located in and benefiting tribes)

13. Page 38, Section IV.E.  Under “STAGE ONE: APPLICATION SCREENING”

Updated: All demonstration/deployment sites are located in [a California electric IOU] PG&E or SCE service territory [(PG&E, SDG&E, or SCE)].

14. Pages 45-47, Section IV.F.  Under “STAGE TWO: APPLICATION SCORING” 

Updated: *Points awarded under Criterion 8 are now preference points*


	8. [Benefits to Disadvantaged/Low-Income Communities and Localized Health Impacts
	

	8.1 Benefits to Disadvantaged/Low-Income Communities
a) Identifies and describes the energy and economic needs of the community based on project location, and what steps the applicant has taken to identify those needs.
b) Identifies and describes how the project will increase access to clean energy or sustainability technologies for the local community. 
c) Identifies and describes how the proposed project will improve opportunities for economic impact including, but not limited to, customer bill savings, job creation, collaborating and contracting with micro-, local, and small-businesses, economic development, and expanding community investment.
d) Identifies how the projects’ primary beneficiaries are residents of the identified disadvantaged/low income community(ies) and describes how they will directly benefit from the project outcomes.
	15

	8.2 Community Engagement Efforts
a) Identifies how community input was solicited and considered in the design of the project.
b) Identifies and describes how the impacted community will be engaged in project implementation.
c) Identifies and describes how the applicant will disseminate educational materials and career information to best support community understanding and engagement as applicable (e.g., culturally appropriate and translated materials, translation services, and considerate scheduling of events as needed).
d) Identifies how the project, if successful, will build community capacity.
	10

	8.3 Localized Health Impacts
a) Summarizes the potential localized health benefits and impacts of the proposed project and provides reasonable analysis and assumptions to support the findings.
b) Identifies how the proposed project will reduce or not otherwise impact the community’s exposure to pollutants and the adverse environmental conditions caused by pollution and/or climate change. If projects have no impacts in this criterion, provide justification for why impacts are neutral.
c) Identifies health-related Energy Equity indicators and/or health-related factors in CalEnviroscreen 4.0[footnoteRef:2] that most impact the community and describes how the project will reduce or not otherwise impact the indicators or factors. [2:  https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40] 

	15

	8.4 Technology Replicability
a) Identifies how the project, if successful, will lead to increased deployment of the technology or strategy in other disadvantaged or low-income communities.
	5

	8.5 Project Support Letters
a) Applicants must provide a letter of support from either PG&E or SCE staff confirming their eligibility for a flexible service pilot.
b) Includes letters of support from technology partners, community based organizations, environmental justice organizations, or other partners that demonstrate their belief that the proposed project will lead to increased equity, and is both feasible, and commercially viable in the identified low-income and/or disadvantaged community.
	5

	Total Possible Points for Criterion 8
(Minimum Passing Score for Criterion 8 is 70% or 35.00 points)]
	50

	Total Possible Points
	100





Preference Points Applications must meet all minimum passing scores (Scoring Criteria 1-4, 1-7 to be eligible for preference points (Criterion 8).
	Scoring Criteria
	Possible Points


	8. Disadvantaged Communities, Low-Income Communities, and Tribes
Applications proposing projects located in and benefiting low-income communities, disadvantaged communities, and/or tribes within PG&E or SCE service territories may qualify for additional preference points.  To receive or qualify for additional points, the proposed project must demonstrate benefits to the low-income community, disadvantaged community, and/or tribe by describing the following:  
a. Identifies how the proposed project will lead to increased deployment of the technology or solution to benefit low-income communities, disadvantaged communities, and/or tribes, including specific entities that will receive these benefits (e.g., businesses, local government, homeowners, residents).
b. Identifies how the proposed project will have a positive economic impact on the identified or other low-income communities, disadvantaged communities, and/or tribes including customer bill savings, job creation, partnering and contracting with micro- and small-businesses, and economic development.
c. Describes potential negative impacts or risks of the proposed technology or solution to the identified or other low-income communities, disadvantaged communities, and/or tribes and how they will be assessed and mitigated.
d. Describes how the proposed project will increase access to clean energy or sustainability technologies within the identified or other low-income communities, disadvantaged communities, and/or tribes and how the project activities will benefit the communities.
e. Identifies and describes how community input will be solicited and considered in the design of the project and how outreach and engagement will be conducted during project implementation.
f. Includes letters of support from technology partners, community-based organizations, environmental justice organizations, or other partners that demonstrate their belief that the proposed project will lead to increased equity and is both feasible and commercially viable in the identified low-income communities, disadvantaged communities, and/or tribes.
	10

	Total Possible Points
	110



Eilene Cary
Commission Agreement Officer
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