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GFO-25-302
Coordinated Holistic Orchestration of Inverter-based Resources (CHOIR)
Addendum 03
December 23, 2025

Disclaimer: Textual content struck-through and contained within brackets to be removed. New information appears in bold/underlined text.

The purpose of this addendum is to make the following revisions to the following:


Solicitation Manual 

1. Page 7, Section I.C. Under “Location”

Deleted: [in a Disadvantaged Community per CalEnviroScreen 4.0,]

Added: Projects benefiting disadvantaged communities (per CalEnviroScreen 4.0), low-income communities, and/or California Native American tribes (tribes) will receive preference points as noted in Scoring Criterion 8 (Section IV.F.), which outlines preference points that may be awarded to sites that meet these criteria. Provide the site address and CalEnviroScreen score in the application (Attachment 1 & 2).

2. Page 20, Section I.J.1. Under “AB 251425 – Energy Storage Systems”

Added: AB 251425

3. Page 36, Section IV.A.2. Under “Stage Two: Application Scoring”

Updated: A minimum score of [105.0] 70.0 points is required for criteria 1-[8] 7 to be eligible for funding.  In addition, the application must receive a minimum score of 52.50 points for criteria 1−4, and 70.00 points for criteria 1-7 [and 35.00 points for criterion 8] to be eligible for funding; preference points are listed under criterion 8.



4. Pages 50-52, Section IV.F. Under “STAGE TWO: APPLICATION SCORING”

Deleted:
	8. [Benefits to Disadvantaged/Low-Income Communities and Localized Health Impacts
	

	8.1 Benefits to Disadvantaged/Low-Income Communities
a) Identifies and describes the energy and economic needs of the community based on project location, and what steps the applicant has taken to identify those needs.
b) Identifies and describes how the project will increase access to clean energy or sustainability technologies for the local community. 
c) Identifies and describes how the proposed project will improve opportunities for economic impact including customer bill savings, job creation, collaborating and contracting with micro-, local, and small-businesses, economic development, and expanding community investment.
d) Identifies how the impacted community will be in engaged in project implementation.
e) Identifies how the projects’ primary beneficiaries are residents of the identified disadvantaged/low-income community(ies) and describes how they will directly benefit from the project outcomes.

	15

	1.2 Community Engagement Efforts
a) Identifies how community input was solicited and considered in the design of the project.
b) Identifies and describes how the impacted community will be engaged in project implementation.
c) Identifies and describes how the applicant will disseminate educational materials and career information to best support community understanding and engagement as applicable (e.g., culturally appropriate and translated materials, translation services, and considerate scheduling of events as needed).
d) Identifies how the project, if successful, will build community capacity.

	10

	1.3 Localized Health Impacts
a) Summarizes the potential localized health benefits and impacts of the proposed project and provides reasonable analysis and assumptions to support the findings.
b) Identifies how the proposed project will reduce or not otherwise impact the community’s exposure to pollutants and the adverse environmental conditions caused by pollution and/or climate change. If projects have no impacts in this criterion, provide justification for why impacts are neutral.
c) Identifies health-related Energy Equity indicators and/or health-related factors in CalEnviroscreen 4.0 that most impact the community and describes how the project will reduce or not otherwise impact the indicators or factors.
	15

	1.4 Technology Replicability
a) Identifies how the project, if successful, will lead to increased deployment of the technology or strategy in other disadvantaged or low-income communities.
	5

	1.5 Project Support Letters
a) Includes letters of support from technology partners, community-based organizations, environmental justice organizations, or other partners that demonstrate their belief that the proposed project will lead to increased equity, and is both feasible, and commercially viable in the identified low-income and/or disadvantaged community.
	5

	Total Possible Points for Criterion 8
(Minimum Passing Score for Criterion 8 is 70% or 35.00 points)
	50

	Total Possible Points
	150]






Added:
Preference Points: Applications must meet all minimum passing scores (Scoring Criteria 1-4, 1-7 to be eligible for preference points (Criterion 8).
	Scoring Criteria
	Possible Points


	8. Disadvantaged Communities, Low-Income Communities, and/or Tribes
Applications proposing projects located in and benefiting disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes within IOU service territories may qualify for additional preference points. To receive or qualify for additional points, the proposed project must demonstrate benefits to the disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes by describing the following:  
a. Identifies how the proposed project will lead to increased deployment of the technology or solution to benefit disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes, including specific entities that will receive these benefits (e.g., businesses, local government, homeowners, residents).
b. Identifies how the proposed project will have a positive economic impact on the identified disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes including customer bill savings, job creation, partnering and contracting with micro- and small-businesses, and economic development.
c. Describes potential negative impacts or risks of the proposed technology or solution to the identified disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes and how they will be assessed and mitigated.
d. Describes how the proposed project will increase access to clean energy or sustainability technologies within the identified disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes and how the project activities will benefit the communities or tribes.
e. Identifies and describes how community input will be solicited and considered in the design of the project, and how outreach and engagement will be conducted during project implementation.
f. Includes letters of support from technology partners, community-based organizations, environmental justice organizations, or other partners that demonstrate their belief that the proposed project will lead to increased equity and is both feasible and commercially viable in the identified disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes.
	10

	Total Possible Points
	110



Attachment 02 Project Narrative 

5. Page 5. Under “Budget and Cost Effectiveness”

Added: 
e. 	Justifies how the proposed project, including the amount of match funds, optimizes the use of CEC funds to achieve program objectives.

f. 	Justifies the appropriateness of match funds with respect to the project’s potential risks and benefits, including level of commitment, type of match (e.g., cash, in-kind), sources, and match funding replacement strategy.

6. [bookmark: _Toc522777846][bookmark: _Toc26361579][bookmark: _Toc143172707][bookmark: AddReq]Page 5. Under “Benefits to Disadvantaged/Low-Income Communities and Localized Health Impacts”

Deleted: [Benefits to Disadvantaged/Low-Income Communities and Localized Health Impacts
Applications should include evaluation and performance measures that the CEC can use to ensure short- and long-term delivery of identified health and environmental benefits and prevention of negative environmental and health outcomes, and respond to each sub-criterion below.
Benefits to Disadvantaged/Low-Income Communities
a. Identifies the energy and economic needs of the community based on project location, what steps the applicant has taken to identify those needs, and how the community input was solicited and considered in the design of the project.
b. Identifies how the project will increase access to clean energy or sustainability technologies for the local community. 
c. Identifies how the proposed project will improve opportunities for economic impact including customer bill savings, job creation, collaborating and contracting with micro-,local, and small-businesses, economic development, and expanding community investment.
d. Identifies how the impacted community will be engaged in project implementation.
· Applicants should detail a “community engagement strategy” for implementation of their proposed project. The Community Engagement Strategy should detail planned collaboration and outreach with community-based organizations and community residents, and describes how community input is reflected in the project.
e. Identifies how the projects’ primary beneficiaries are residents of the identified disadvantaged/low-income community (ies) and describes how they will directly benefit from the project outcomes.
Identifies and describes how the applicant will disseminate educational materials and career information to best support community understanding and engagement as applicable (e.g., culturally appropriate and translated materials, translation services, and considerate scheduling of stakeholder events as needed)


Localized Health Impacts
a. Summarizes the potential localized health benefits and impacts of the proposed project and provides reasonable analysis and assumptions.
b. Identifies how the proposed project will reduce or not otherwise impact the community’s exposure to pollutants and the adverse environmental conditions caused by pollution. If projects have no impacts in this criterion, provide justification for why impacts are neutral.
c. Identifies health-related Energy Equity indicators and/or health-related factors in CalEnviroscreen that most impact the community and describes how the project will reduce or not otherwise impact the indicators or factors. If projects have no impacts in this criterion, provide justification for why impacts are neutral.
Technology Replicability
a. Identifies how the project, if successful, will lead to increased deployment of the technology or strategy in other disadvantaged or low-income communities.
Project Support Letters
a. Includes letters of support from technology partners, community-based organizations, environmental justice organizations, or other partners that demonstrate equity, feasibility, and commercial viability in low-income and disadvantaged communities.]

7. Page 6. Under “Disadvantaged Communities”

Deleted: [Disadvantaged Communities 
The application identifies how the target market(s) will benefit disadvantaged and low-income communities.
Identifies economic impact on low-income and disadvantaged communities including customer bill savings, job creation, partnering and contracting with micro- and small-businesses, and economic development.
Describes how the project will increase access to clean energy or sustainability technologies within disadvantaged or low-income communities and how the development will benefit the communities.
Applicants have letters of support from technology partners, community-based organizations, environmental justice organizations, or other partners that demonstrate equity, feasibility, and commercial viability in low-income and disadvantaged communities.]


8. Page 6. Under “Disadvantaged Communities, Low-Income Communities, and/or Tribes”

Added: Disadvantaged Communities, Low-Income Communities, and/or Tribes
Applications proposing projects located in and benefiting disadvantaged communities, low-income, and/or tribes within IOU service territories may qualify for additional preference points.  In order to receive or qualify for additional points, the proposed project must demonstrate benefits to the disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes by describing the following:  
a. Identifies how the proposed project will lead to increased deployment of the technology or solution to benefit disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes, including specific entities that will receive these benefits (e.g., businesses, local government, homeowners, residents).
b. Identifies how the proposed project will have a positive economic impact on the identified disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes including customer bill savings, job creation, partnering and contracting with micro- and small-businesses, and economic development.
c. Describes potential negative impacts or risks of the proposed technology or solution to the identified disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes and how they will be assessed and mitigated.
d. Describes how the proposed project will increase access to clean energy or sustainability technologies within the identified disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes and how the project activities will benefit the communities or tribes.
e. Identifies and describes how community input will be solicited and considered in the design of the project, and how outreach and engagement will be conducted during project implementation.
f. Includes letters of support from technology partners, community-based organizations, environmental justice organizations, or other partners that demonstrate their belief that the proposed project will lead to increased equity and is both feasible and commercially viable in the identified disadvantaged communities, low-income communities, and/or tribes.


GFO-302 Questions and Answers

9. Page 5. Under “Q12”

Added: Projects benefiting California Native American tribes (tribes) will receive preference points as noted in Scoring Criterion 8, Section IV.F of the Solicitation Manual.

10. Page 8. Under “Q23”

Updated: CEC: Per Section I.C in the Solicitation Manual, "The demonstration and deployment must be located [in a Disadvantaged Community per CalEnviroScreen 4.0] in a California electric IOU service territory and optimized within a single substation area or within a single distribution circuit." 

Accordingly, if an Applicant plans to deploy VPP assets in multiple substation areas or distribution circuits, all substation areas or distribution circuits must be [located in a Disadvantaged Community] served by a California IOU. In addition, the deployed assets must be optimized to demonstrate one or more key distribution-level grid services such as voltage regulation, frequency response, and active/reactive power control for each distribution circuit or substation area the assets are located within. 



Kevyn Piper
Commission Agreement Officer
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