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January 26, 2026
GFO-24-612
Depot Charging and Hydrogen Refueling Infrastructure for Medium- and Heavy-Duty On-Road Zero-Emission Vehicles   
Addendum 6

The purpose of this addendum is to notify potential applicants of changes that have been made to GFO-24-612. 

The addendum includes revisions to the Solicitation Manual and Questions and Answers. Added language appears in bold underline, and deleted language appears in [strikethrough] and within square brackets.

The addendum also includes an updated question-and-answer set posted on the CEC’s solicitation information website at www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/solicitations.

SOLICITATION MANUAL
1. Section II.B.2. Infrastructure Accessibility Requirements

If Applicants are private entities, they may choose any of the following accessibility types for their projects:
· Public Access – Open to the general public without restriction.
· Examples include truck stops and locations along major freight corridors or a mix of overnight and opportunity (en-route, fast charging/fast filling). Public Access may allow reservation systems so that operators are confident that a charging port or hydrogen nozzle will be available when they arrive.  
· Private Access – Available to one dedicated fleet. Infrastructure is not shared with another fleet and not open to the public.
· Shared Access – Available to more than one fleet, but not open to the public. 
For infrastructure projects supporting the fleets of California public entities (excluding the public entities covered by the exceptions listed below), applicants must propose infrastructure with at least 25% of the charging ports/hydrogen fueling positions available as Public Access during normal operating hours. The remaining infrastructure may be Public, Shared, or Private Access. 

Public Access requirements apply to all public entity Applicants, with the following exceptions:
· If the Applicant is a school district and the proposed project is solely for charging and/or refueling school buses, there is no Public Access requirement for their project.
· If the Applicant is a transit agency and the proposed project is solely for charging and/or refueling transit buses, there is no Public Access requirement for their project.
Applicants proposing a project that will support a public entity must adhere to all requirements established for public entities. Exceptions will apply only to school district and transit agency projects as described above.

2. Section II.B.3. Vehicle Deployment Requirements

If proposing a Private Access [or Shared Access] infrastructure project (excluding the public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2), the fleet(s) that is being supported must commit to supporting:
· At least [two] one MDHD EV[s] per [Level 2] charging port proposed for CEC funding. Applicants that can demonstrate vehicles above a 1-to-1 ratio will score higher.
· [At least three MDHD EVs per DC fast charging port proposed for CEC funding.]
· At least 15 MDHD FCEVs per hydrogen refueling position proposed for CEC funding.
These vehicle-to-infrastructure ratios are used solely to assess eligibility and infrastructure justification. They are not duty-cycle or in-use operational requirements.
Please note that Applicants proposing Private Access infrastructure projects (who are also required to meet the Private Access Vehicle Deployment Requirements) may propose installing additional infrastructure with match funding.
For Example: 
A Private Access fleet determines that it needs 20 charging ports to meet its operational needs.
Under the solicitation requirements, each charger must be able to support one ZEV. Therefore, the fleet must demonstrate: 
20 charging ports x 1 ZEV per port = 20 ZEVs required.
The applicant currently owns 10 ZEVs and plans to order 5 additional ZEVs within three months of agreement execution, for a total of 15 ZEVs. They do not intend to place any further vehicle orders for the next three years.    
Because the fleet has 15 ZEVs, which is fewer than the required 20 ZEVs, it is not eligible for CEC funding for all 20 charging ports.
	15 ZEVs / 1 ZEV per charging port = 15 charging ports
Applicants cannot request a fraction of a charging port, so the fleet is eligible for CEC funding for up to 15 charging ports.
To still meet its operational need for 20 charging ports, the fleet may install the remaining 5 charging ports using its own funds. These additional charging ports may be counted as eligible match funding.
The vehicles being supported must either be new vehicles being procured or existing vehicles that were not able to be used due to a lack of infrastructure. New vehicles procured as part of a resulting grant agreement may be eligible for match funding. Existing vehicles are not eligible for reimbursement or match funding.
If proposing a Shared Access infrastructure project, the application must demonstrate that at least two fleets are being supported by the proposed infrastructure. [and the cumulative vehicles supported meet the minimum commitment numbers listed above. The vehicles being supported must either be new vehicles being procured or existing vehicles that were not able to be used due to a lack of infrastructure.]
Shared and Public Access infrastructure projects are not required to meet the vehicle deployment requirements; however, applications will be scored on the degree to which proposed projects maximizes vehicle deployment and market growth.  
If a project is a combination of Public/Shared and [Shared/]Private Access infrastructure, then the portion of the infrastructure with [Shared/]Private Access must meet the minimum commitment numbers listed above (excluding the public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2).
All applications, regardless of access-type, must demonstrate how the proposed project will maximize zero-emission vehicle deployment, including descriptions of fleet commitments and strategies the Applicant will take to maximize market growth. 
3. Section II.B.6. Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order

To ensure that the infrastructure funded under this solicitation will be utilized, Applicants of all Private [or Shared] Access infrastructure projects must submit a Letter(s) of Intent to Place a Purchase Order (Attachment 14) per fleet with their application, with the exception of applicants using existing vehicles. The letter(s) should reflect plans to place a purchase order within three months of grant agreement execution. The letter must specify the type(s) and number(s) of ZEVs to be procured and justify the need for the proposed infrastructure. If an Applicant cannot place a purchase order within three (3) months of agreement execution, the CEC reserves the right, in addition to any other rights it has, to cancel the award and offer funding to the next highest scored eligible Applicant on the NOPA list. While the purchase order must be placed within three (3) months of agreement execution, there is not a firm requirement by when the vehicles must be delivered. Infrastructure lead times or vehicle production lead times may vary and the fleet operator may need to ensure alignment of those. However, the vehicle orders must take place and vehicles must be delivered by the time the infrastructure becomes energized and operational. Costs for vehicles are not reimbursable; however, they may be used towards match.
Applicants who already own ZEVs or have recently placed a purchase order for ZEVs that will use the proposed infrastructure must submit a letter stating the type(s) and number(s) of ZEVs and explaining the need for the new infrastructure instead of a Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order. The proposed number of charging ports or refueling positions must be reasonably aligned with the Applicant’s existing or incoming ZEV fleet size.

4. Section II.C. MINIMUM TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS 
1. The Energy Infrastructure Incentives for Zero-Emission Commercial Vehicles (EnergIIZE) program is an incentive program funded by the CEC and administered by CALSTART. The charging station equipment funded under this solicitation must conform to the applicable safety and technical standards listed in the solicitation. As long as the charger meets the same standards that listed equipment is required to meet, and that compliance can be verified, an Applicant may purchase equipment not formally included on the EnergIIZE Equipment Catalog list [equipment detailed in the EnergIIZE Equipment [Eligible Electric Technology] Catalog] which can be found at [https://www.energiize.org/infrastructure?section=infrastructure.more-details.technology] https://energiize.org/equipment-catalog/.
4. [The charging port must be Energy Star certified and listed on the Energy Star Product Finder Page. They do not have to be certified at the time of submitting the proposal but must be certified prior to submitting an invoice that seeks repayment for the chargers. Chargers over 350 kW are not required to be Energy Star certified.]  
5. Section III.D.2.b. Project Readiness/Implementation

12)     Demonstrate how the proposed project will maximize zero-emission vehicle deployment per charging port/refueling position. Demonstrate how the project will reach broader markets, including whether the project will support shared fleets or infrastructure serving multiple fleet operators. Describe fleet commitments, if applicable, or what strategies the applicant will take to maximize market growth. 
If the proposed project is Private or Shared Access, also describe vehicle deployment for the proposed project, including: 
· Quantity and type of all vehicles in the current fleet (including vehicle size/class, fuel type, and quantity). 
· Operations and average daily vehicle-miles-traveled (VMT) for each vehicle. Provide assumptions and calculations.
· Quantity and timeline of how many of the fleet’s vehicles will be converted to zero-emission. Provide assumptions and calculations.
· Number of miles that will be converted from fossil-fuel-VMT to zero-emission-VMT. Provide assumptions and calculations.
 
6. Section III.D.13. Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order (Attachment 14)

Applicants of Private Access infrastructure projects must submit a letter(s) of intent to place a purchase order per fleet with their application, with the exception of applicants using existing vehicles. The letter(s) should reflect plans to place a purchase order within three months of grant agreement execution. The letter must specify the type(s) and number(s) of ZEVs to be procured and justify the need for the proposed infrastructure. If an Applicant cannot place a purchase order within three (3) months of agreement execution, the CEC reserves the right, in addition to any other right it has, to cancel the award and offer funding to the next highest-scored eligible Applicant on the NOPA list.
While the purchase order must be placed within three months of agreement execution, there is not a firm requirement by when the vehicles must be delivered. Infrastructure lead times or vehicle production lead times may vary and the fleet operator may need to ensure alignment of those. However, the vehicle orders must take place and vehicles must be delivered by the time the infrastructure becomes energized and operational.
Applicants who already own ZEVs or have recently placed a purchase order for ZEVs that will use the proposed infrastructure must submit a letter stating the type(s) and number(s) of ZEVs and explaining the need for the new infrastructure instead of a Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order. The proposed number of charging ports or refueling positions must be reasonably aligned with the Applicant’s existing or incoming ZEV fleet size.

7. [bookmark: _Toc219293542]Section IV.E. EVALUATION CRITERIA

	Criterion
	Possible Points

	2. Project Readiness/Implementation
Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
· Required permitting for the proposed project has been completed.
· The project has achieved compliance under the CEQA.
· Site control is secured, viable back-up sites are identified, and a sufficient plan for managing site or site host changes is provided.
· The estimated timeline for obtaining charging/refueling equipment needed for the proposed project is minimized.
· The estimated timeline for charger or hydrogen refueling dispenser installation and commissioning is expedited.
· The estimated timeline to energize the site is minimized.
· The timeline for when MDHD ZEVs will be in operation to utilize the installed infrastructure is clear and realistic. Strategies to expedite this timeline are realistic and reasonable.
· The tasks in the Scope of Work contribute to the successful and timely completion of the proposed project.
· Planned community outreach is appropriate and comprehensive and contributes to the overall success of the proposed project.
· Major risks and barriers to successful project completion are identified and mitigated. 
· The proposed infrastructure (power level, the number of ports/refueling positions, capacity, etc.) is appropriate and justified for the duty cycle of MDHD ZEVs that will use the infrastructure.
· The proposed infrastructure is open to the public or shared with other fleets.
· The proposed project maximizes vehicle deployment per charging port/refueling position.
· The proposed project will minimize the retail price of fuel and/or the cost of charging.
NOTE: Project Readiness must obtain a minimum passing score of 24.5 points (70% percent) within this evaluation criterion to be eligible for funding.
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8. Questions and Answers

Unless indicated otherwise, all section numbers identified are from the solicitation manual (for example, “Section II.B.” refers to Section II.B. of the solicitation manual) of Addendum [4]6.

A1.	Addendum 6 removed the Public Access requirements for public school districts and public transit agencies with projects that are solely for charging and/or refueling school buses and transit buses. (Section II.B.2. of Addendum 6) [No. If a public transit agency proposes to serve only its own fleet and not make at least 25% of the proposed infrastructure available as Public Access during normal operating hours, then the proposed project would be considered not meeting the project requirements of the solicitation and deemed ineligible.] 

A2. 	If proposing a Private Access [or Shared Access] infrastructure project (excluding the public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum 6), the fleet(s) that is being supported must commit to supporting: 
· At least [two] one MDHD EV[s] per [Level 2] charging port proposed for CEC funding. Applicants that can demonstrate vehicles above a 1-to-1 ratio will score higher.
· [At least three MDHD EVs per DC fast charging port proposed for CEC funding.]At least 15 MDHD FCEVs per hydrogen refueling position proposed for CEC funding. 

To ensure that the infrastructure funded under this solicitation will be utilized, Applicants of all Private [or Shared Access] infrastructure projects must submit a Letter(s) of Intent to Place a Purchase Order (Attachment 14) per fleet with their application, with the exception of applicants using existing vehicles. The letter(s) should reflect plans to place a purchase order within three months of grant agreement execution. The letter must specify the type(s) and number(s) of ZEVs to be procured and justify the need for the proposed infrastructure. If an Applicant cannot place a purchase order within three (3) months of agreement execution, the CEC reserves the right, in addition to any other rights it has, to cancel the award and offer funding to the next highest scored eligible Applicant on the NOPA list. 

A7. 	Please refer to Addendum [4]6, which has a maximum award amount of $8 million per application. 

Assuming that an Applicant requests $2 million per hydrogen refueling position, the maximum award amount of $8 million would allow at least four hydrogen refueling positions under one application. Applicants may propose more hydrogen refueling positions if the Applicant is requesting less funding per refueling position as long as the application does not request more than $8 million of CEC funding. 

Applicants are required to have at least 15 MDHD FCEVs per hydrogen refueling position supported by the proposed infrastructure if proposing a Private Access [or Shared Access] infrastructure project (excluding public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum 6). If an Applicant is proposing to install two hydrogen refueling positions, then the Applicant would need to show that at least 30 MDHD FCEVs will be supported by the proposed infrastructure. The two hydrogen refueling positions may be in two different locations with 15 MDHD FCEVs serving each position, as long as infrastructure at each proposed location meets all the applicable requirements under the solicitation.

A8. 	Addendum 6 removed the vehicle to charging port/refueling position ratio for a Shared Access infrastructure project. [The vehicle deployment requirements in the solicitation apply to the number of charging ports/hydrogen refueling positions proposed for CEC funding, not to the number of fleets being supported by the proposed project. For the scenario in this question, the requirements would be that at least two fleets committed in the Shared Access project with at least 15 MDHD FCEVs per hydrogen fueling position proposed cumulatively.]

A10. 	There is no exemption to the 25% public access requirement except for the public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum 6. For infrastructure projects supporting the fleets of California public entities, Applicants must propose infrastructure with at least 25% of the charging ports/hydrogen fueling positions available as Public Access during normal operating hours. The infrastructure does not need to be located at the same address as long as the infrastructure at each location meets all applicable requirements in the solicitation.

A11. 	The infrastructure accessibility requirements are not negotiable for any Applicants except for the public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum 6.

A12. 	There is no minimum number of chargers to trigger the 25% requirements. These requirements apply to any infrastructure projects supporting the fleets of California public entities except for the entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum 6.

A13. 	For infrastructure projects supporting the fleets of California public entities (except for the public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum 6), applicants must propose infrastructure with at least 25% of the charging ports/hydrogen fueling positions available as Public Access during normal operating hours. The infrastructure does not need to be located at the same address as long as the infrastructure at each location meets all applicable requirements in the solicitation. Applicants are encouraged to plan the size of infrastructure that accommodates their fleets with at least 25% of the infrastructure accessible to the public.

A16. 	Please refer to Addendum [4]6, which requires each charging port to be capable of at least Level 2 charging if the EV charging station will be Private or Shared Access and not 100% Public Access. 

A22. 	Public agencies can apply to this solicitation; however, for infrastructure projects supporting the fleets of California public entities (except for the public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum 6), Applicants must propose infrastructure with at least 25% of the charging ports/hydrogen refueling positions available as Public Access during normal operating hours. The remaining infrastructure may be Public, Shared, or Private Access.

A27. 	Addendum 6 removed the Public Access requirements for public school districts and public transit agencies with projects that are solely for charging and/or refueling school buses and transit buses. [For infrastructure projects supporting the fleets of California public entities, applicants must propose infrastructure with at least 25% of the charging ports/hydrogen fueling positions available as Public Access during normal operating hours. The infrastructure does not need to be located at the same address as long as the infrastructure at each location meets all applicable requirements in the solicitation.]

A30. 	As clarified in Addendum 6, the equipment does not need to be explicitly listed in the EnergIIZE Equipment Catalog. The requirement is that the equipment conforms to the applicable safety and technical standards listed in the solicitation, not that it appears in the catalog itself. 
As long as the charger meets the same standards that listed equipment is required to meet, and that compliance can be verified, an Applicant may purchase equipment not formally included on the EnergIIZE Equipment Catalog list.
[The charging station equipment funded under this solicitation must conform to equipment detailed in the EnergIIZE Equipment [Eligible Electric Technology] Catalog which can be found at [https://www.energiize.org/infrastructure?section=infrastructure.more-details.technology] The EnergIIZE Equipment Catalog can be found at https://energiize.org/equipment-catalog/.

A38.	Please refer to Addendum [4]6, which no longer has the table for maximum award amounts per charging port/hydrogen refueling position. 

Accordingly, the maximum award amount for the project applies to all eligible reimbursable costs. Project costs may cover both the cost of the hardware and the associated costs of installation, commissioning, and solar/storage. 

A39.	The solicitation now has Addendum [4]6 and it no longer has the table for maximum award amounts per charging port/hydrogen refueling position. 

Nevertheless, in this example, it is correct that the on-site solar/storage equipment costs cannot exceed $1.25 million, 50% of the award amount for the chargers. This amount would be in addition to $2.5 million for the chargers. Please note that the maximum award amount per application is $8 million. For example, if an Applicant requested $6 million for chargers, even though 50% of the CEC grant funds for the chargers would be $3 million, the Applicant would only be eligible for $8 million, the maximum award amount. 

A41.	The CEC does not have a preference for higher power ratings over the number of charging ports. 

The solicitation now has Addendum [4]6, which no longer sets the maximum award amount per charging port. Projects will be evaluated on the degree to which the proposed infrastructure demonstrates a highly cost-effective use of CEC funds, which a low cost per charging port or refueling position relative to the power level or refueling capacity. Projects will be evaluated on both the dollar-per-port or refueling position and the dollar-per kW or kg. Please see Section I.E. How Award is Determined and Section I.G. Minimum and Maximum Award Amounts.

A42. 	The materials covered in the pre-application workshop slides were based on the Addendum 3 solicitation manual. The solicitation now has Addendum [4]6. The [Addendum 4] Cover Letters for Addenda 4, 5, and 6 list[s] all the changes that were made [to]after the Addendum 3.  

A47. 	Please refer to Addendum [4]6 for the most up to date eligibility requirements.

Brad Worster
Commission Agreement Officer
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