	
	
	



Questions and Answers
California’s National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Formula Program
Solicitation 3
GFO-25-602
February 23, 2026


The following answers are based on California Energy Commission (CEC) staff’s interpretation of the questions received. Some questions have been edited for clarity. It is the Applicant’s responsibility to review the solicitation and to determine whether their proposed project is eligible for funding per the Eligibility Requirements within the solicitation. The CEC cannot give advice as to whether a particular project is eligible for funding, because not all proposal details are known.

Project Requirements
Q1. 	How will the CEC conduct labor compliance? Is the CEC advising grantees on how to work with organized labor to enforce labor standards and contractor qualification requirements?

A1.	Recipients must comply with federal and state labor laws as described in Section 28, Public Works -- Payment of Prevailing Wages, in the NEVI Standard Terms and Conditions (https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/11964) and as described in Subpart B, Section 4.e; Subpart C, Section 4; and Appendix A of the NEVI Special Federal Award Terms and Conditions (https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/11963). Recipients will be expected to provide copies of weekly certified payrolls for all craft workers subject to prevailing wage requirements employed or working on the project under the Agreement as explained in Task 1.9 of the Scope of Work (Attachment 14 to GFO-25-602). Whom an applicant works with to assist on project compliance with federal and state labor requirements is at the applicant’s discretion. 

Q2. 	Does prevailing wage apply?

A2.	Projects receiving NEVI funds through the CEC are likely considered public works under the California Labor Code, requiring payment of prevailing wages unless the recipient obtains a legally binding determination from the California Department of Industrial Relations or a court of competent jurisdiction that the project is not a public work. For more information, see NEVI Standard Terms and Conditions, Section 28. Public Works -- Payment of Prevailing Wages, at https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/11964. 

Q3. 	Is it a requirement that California labor shall be employed to perform at least 80 percent of the work of this project?

A3.	No. That is not a requirement under the NEVI 3 solicitation. 

Q4. 	Will CEC please confirm this project is subject to Davis Bacon Prevailing Wages?

A4.	Yes. See the Solicitation Manual, Section II.B.1 Compliance with Requirements Applicable to NEVI Projects starting on page 23. State prevailing wages, which are often higher than federal wage requirements, are also applicable, as explained in the NEVI Standard Terms and Conditions, Section 28. Public Works -- Payment of Prevailing Wages, at https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/11964.

Q5. 	Will projects be subject to the Federal Historic Preservation Review process? Or would they be eligible for exemption?

A5.	All projects are subject to the Section 106 provision of the National Historic Preservation Act. Some projects may be exempted following a review by Caltrans Professionally Qualified Staff.  If awarded, exemptions will be determined during the NEPA process by Caltrans staff.

Q6. 	Do Tribal applicants need to abide by NEPA requirements if projects are entirely on tribal lands?

A6.	Yes, projects located entirely on tribal lands are subject to NEPA.

Q7. 	The solicitation states "Cost-per-CCS-Port" is calculated by dividing the "total CEC grant dollars requested for the station by the number of ports with a CCS connector.” The solicitation also says NACS (also known as SAE J3400) connectors are "eligible project costs" for reimbursement, but "only the number of CCS ports will be counted in Cost Evaluation." If we include NACS connectors in our calculation, will we be penalized on our ranking score (resulting in a higher Cost-per-CCS-Port) compared to a station that only installs CCS?

A7.	Any DCFC with only a SAE J3400/NACS connector is ineligible for funding under this solicitation (and thus will not be counted in the Cost Evaluation). If a DCFC port offers both CCS and SAE J3400 connectors, that port will only count once within the cost-per-CCS port calculation. If a DCFC is dual port with one port with a CCS connector and one port with a NACS connector, only the port with the CCS connector will count in the calculation because the other port is not meeting NEVI requirements. If an applicant incorrectly calculates the number of CCS ports, the CEC evaluation committee will use the correct Cost-per-CCS-Port in cost evaluation. 


Q8. 	If the Utility Verification Form (Attachment 8) indicates that the utility company cannot energize the site within the three-year operational deadline due to grid constraints outside the Applicant's control, will the application be disqualified under the 'Project Readiness' criteria, or is there a mechanism to pause the three year clock for utility-side delays?

A8.	It is the applicant’s responsibility to verify that their proposed station can be energized in a timely manner. Stations that are not operational and open for public use within three (3) years from the agreement execution date risk loss of NEVI funding. 

Q9. 	The 97 percent uptime requirement allows exclusions for vandalism, provided the operator can demonstrate the port would otherwise be operational. Is there a reference to what CEC qualifies as "vandalism" or specific documentation?

A9.	See the Scope of Work (Attachment 14) – Task 6.3 Reporting starting on page 32 for more details on what constitutes "Vandalism or Theft" as part of a charger’s excluded downtime. "Vandalism or Theft: Downtime caused by any physical damage to the charger or station committed by a third party. This may include, but is not limited to, theft of charging cables, damage to connectors from mishandling, or damage to screens. A maximum of 5 days may be claimed as excluded downtime for each vandalism or theft event. A police report or similar third-party documentation is required to claim this as excluded time." 

Q10. 	What are the penalties for not hitting the 97% uptime requirements?

A10.	Stations that are not able to maintain a 97 percent uptime will be out of compliance with the requirements of the project and the CEC may elect to pursue any remedies available to it under the terms of the agreement to bring the project into compliance, including issuing a Stop Work Order or, if compliance cannot be achieved, seeking repayment of funds.  


Applicant Requirements
Q11. 	From a site owner’s standpoint, which documents or compliance areas are most critical to ensure accuracy and completeness?

A11.	We encourage site owners to review the Solicitation Manual Section I.N. Reference Documents to find documents related to compliance in addition to what is already included in the Solicitation Manual, the NEVI Standard Terms and Conditions (found at https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/11964), the NEVI Special Federal Terms and Conditions (found at https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/11963), and, if applicable, the Special Terms and Conditions for California Tribal Organizations with Sovereign Immunity serving California Native American Tribes with Sovereign Immunity (found at https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/12259).

Q12. 	Can an EV charging technology and deployment company be an eligible NEVI applicant?

A12.	Yes, so long as the company is a private entity that is registered and in good standing with the California Secretary of State. Please note that any technology deployed must meet federal NEVI requirements found at National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Standards and Requirements (23 CFR Part 680) https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/02/28/2023-03500/national-electric-vehicle-infrastructure-standards-and-requirements. 

Q13.	Can an EV charging technology and deployment company be a subrecipient or vendor to a charging network operator or site host?

A13.	Yes, these would be examples of possible eligible project teams, as long as the applicant meets all requirements listed in the Solicitation Manual Section II.A. Applicant Requirements and the project team requirements under Solicitation Manual Section II.B.8. - Project Team. Information related to definitions and categorization of subrecipients and vendors is available on the CEC Budget Category Guidance webpage under “Subrecipients & Vendors” at https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources/ecams-resources/budget-category-guidance.

Q14. 	Are public agencies (local governments) eligible to apply?

A14.	Not as the prime applicant. However, a private entity may apply with a public agency or local government as a project partner. See Section II.A. - Applicant Requirements. 


Application Content
Q15. 	If multi-site submissions are allowed, could you please advise on the recommended structure or approach?

A15.	Project proposals with multiple stations (not exceeding 20) are allowed within one application. See Solicitation Manual Section I.H. MULTIPLE EV CHARGING STATIONS PER APPLICATION for instructions on how to submit proposals with multiple stations. This section lists which application attachments need to be submitted per application, and which need to be submitted per station. Please note that each station will be scored individually, so there is the possibility some stations may be funded and others not. Applicants should structure their budgets accordingly.    

Q16. 	Do applicants need to submit one Applicant Declaration Form per application or per charging site?

A16.	Only submit one Applicant Declaration Form, even if your application contains more than one station.

Q17.	In reference to Attachment 2, which task number section is to be completed by the proposer during the application process? (i.e. Task 1.1-1.4 are post awards dates that would be given by the CEC but those dates are requesting to be filled in as completion of the form to be submitted with application)

A17.	Documents required in the application are listed in the Solicitation Manual, Section III.D APPLICATION CONTENT starting on page 43. Instructions for the Schedule of Products and Due Dates (Attachment 2) are in a separate tab in the attachment itself and specify that items in <blue type> need to be completed. The dates for Task 1.1-1.3 are in <blue type> and should be estimated by applicants according to the expected solicitation schedule of projects beginning work in Q4 2026 and their expected timelines for completing tasks in the Scope of Work (Attachment 14). The Scope of Work specifies that Critical Project Review (CPR) meetings (Task 1.2) will occur during Tasks 4, 5, and 6. If awarded and after agreement execution, the Recipient and their CEC appointed Commission Agreement Manager (CAM) will go over the Scope of Work and Schedule to verify if any task due dates need adjustment.

Q18.	In reference to the PES form, how does an applicant obtain federal project number? 

A18.	For the purposes of completing the PES form with an application to this solicitation, input “N/A” as the response to Section 1.3 “Federal Project Number.” If awarded, the project will be assigned a federal project number. 

Q19. 	In reference to the NEPA Preliminary Environmental Study (PES) form, how does an applicant obtain a District Local Assistance Engineer (DLAE)?

A19.	For the purposes of completing the PES form with an application to this solicitation, input “N/A” as the response to Section 1.6 “District Local Assistance Engineer.” If awarded, the project will be assigned a DLAE.

Q20. 	In reference to the PES form, how does an applicant obtain a project description and scope programmed into the Federal Transportation Improvement Program (FTIP)?

A20.	For the purposes of completing the PES form with an application to this solicitation, input “Yes” as the response to Section 1.10 “Does the project description and scope entered on this PES match the project description and scope programmed into the FTIP?” If awarded, the CEC and Caltrans will work with the recipient to ensure that the project is programmed in the FTIP appropriately.

Q21. 	In reference to the PES form, how does an applicant access and obtain a score for the VIA questionnaire for EV projects?

A21.	To obtain a score for the VIA questionnaire, complete the questions on the Questionnaire to Determine Visual Impact Assessment (VIA) Level webpage found online at https://dot.ca.gov/programs/design/lap-visual-impact-assessment/lap-via-questionnaire. Once complete, click on the “Calculate Total” button at the bottom of the questionnaire to obtain the project score.


Eligible Project Costs and Match Share
Q22. 	Are there ways for applicants to adjust overall project costs – such as entirely excluding construction costs and asking for reimbursement only of equipment costs, or vice versa – to improve the competitiveness of their proposals?

A22.	Yes, these are applicable examples, and others may be similarly acceptable. Not all costs associated with the installation of the charging infrastructure need to be included within the project budget. It is at the applicant’s discretion on how they structure their budgets to achieve the lowest Cost-Per-CCS-Port they can. 

Q23. 	Is sales tax considered an eligible cost for the project?

A23.	Yes, so long as the sales tax is part of the cost incurred on an eligible project cost that is included in the budget. So, for example, if the Recipient purchases a switchgear as part of the project, and the switchgear vendor charges taxes and shipping on the purchase, the Recipient can seek reimbursement for (or count as match) the total cost incurred.  

Q24. 	Can NEVI or CEC funds be used for NEPA studies?

A24.	Yes. Expenses for completing studies or reports needed for NEPA compliance  are eligible costs associated with completing planning, preliminary engineering, and environmental review. If intending to include the costs of NEPA studies for an EV charging station in the project budget (CEC reimbursable or Match Share), include these expenses in the Proposal Budget (Attachment 3) for that station. The overall project budget for a station cannot be increased later if environmental studies not originally planned for are needed; instead, the project budget may only be reallocated within the existing budget amount. 

Q25. 	Is it CEC’s intent to prioritize the equipment with lowest base cost, and prevent respondents from improving the cost-competitiveness of higher-power and more capable products by increasing match share?

A25.	No. The intent is to maximize the number of public direct current fast charger (DCFC) charging stations and ports available in California.     

Q26. 	Most grant solicitations set a "minimum" match requirement, allowing applicants to contribute more of their own funds to improve the project's value or cost effectiveness. The solicitation uses the wording "applicants must include exactly 20 percent total match share of allowable project cost," suggesting that an applicant who proposes a 25 percent or 30 percent match share to be more competitive might be disqualified for not following this exact amount requirement - is this the case? Will applications that provide more match funding be penalized or disqualified from funding, and if so why is this the case?

A26.	It is correct that an applicant proposing a project with 25 percent or 30 percent match share would not pass application screening and would be disqualified during the Technical Screening Criteria described in Section IV A. - Application Evaluation. The complete costs of installing chargers at the proposed site(s) might exceed the total project cost (CEC Reimbursable + Match Share) under this solicitation; however, any additional costs (in excess of the maximum CEC award plus the 20 percent required match) should be excluded from the submitted Proposal Budget (Attachment 3) for the station. The submitted Proposal Budget (Attachment 3) must have match share expenses equal to 20 percent of the allowable project cost.

Q27.	What kinds of in-kind match expenses are allowed?

A27.	In-kind match refers to non-cash contributions from the Applicant/Subrecipient, subrecipients, and/or project partners. Examples of in-kind match contributions can be, but are not limited to: donated electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE), donated land where the project site will be located, donated labor hours, etc. See Solicitation Manual Section II.C. Match Funding Requirements for more details regarding match. 

Q28. 	If the lowest cost-per-CCS-port proposed will be funded, what do you mean when you say that you strongly encourage a 20% match per station? We'll need to provide a bigger match to be competitive, correct?

A28.	The budget for each station should be exactly 20 percent match (with the exception of an inexact percentage due to the Proposal Budget worksheet rounding to the nearest dollar). The ratio of requested funding-to-match funding is not included among the scoring criteria, as all applicants are required to budget exactly 20 percent match. Providing a bigger match will not make a proposal more competitive, and budgeting for match funding that exceeds 20 percent of the proposal’s cost will result in being screened out during the Technical Screening Criteria described in Section IV A. - Application Evaluation. If an applicant is seeking means to reduce the cost-per-CCS-port, note that the complete real-world costs of installing chargers at the proposed site(s) might exceed the total project cost (CEC Reimbursable + Match Share) under this solicitation; however, any additional costs (in excess of the maximum CEC award plus the 20 percent required match) should be excluded from the submitted Proposal Budget (Attachment 3) for the station. The submitted Proposal Budget (Attachment 3) must have match share expenses equal to 20 percent of the allowable project cost. 

Q29. 	In reference to Section C in the GFO, match funding requirement for proposer is exactly 20%, are proposers able to contribute more than 20%?

A29.	Applicants should include in their budget(s) exactly 20 percent (with the exception of an inexact percentage due to the Proposal Budget worksheet rounding to the nearest dollar). If match is above 20 percent the application will fail under the screening criteria described Section IV A.3. - Technical Screening Criteria. 

Q30.	Will a match share of more than 20% disqualify the application?

A30.	Yes. However, if the Proposal Budget (Attachment 3) worksheet rounding to the nearest dollar causes the match share to rise slightly above 20%, then the application will not be disqualified.  

Q31. 	Can funding be applied to the cost of utility upgrades deemed necessary to support energy projects.

A31.	Not if the utility upgrade expenses are paid for by the utility through a program, tariff, or other ratepayer funding. See Section II.D. - Unallowable Costs (Reimbursable or Match Share).


Project Eligibility
Q32. 	Could you direct me to the appropriate tool, map, or criteria used for project location eligibility confirmation?

A32.	The California’s National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Funding Program Map at https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/135c0da4b70f4717b4664ad2e427d2bc is available to view the state’s Corridor Segments, Corridor Groups, and Needed Locations, and determine location eligibility. Use this map as a reference to confirm the eligible Needed Locations for each Corridor Segment, or use the Solicitation Manual, Table 1: Project Corridor Segments, starting on page 17, to verify the exits or intersections that are the endpoints for each Needed Location. Use any commercially available distance measuring tool (e.g., Google Maps, Microsoft Bing Maps, Apple Maps, MapQuest, etc.) to plot the driving directions between the end of the off-ramp, or highway intersection exit if there is no off-ramp, and the proposed EV charging station site. The driving directions must show that the driving distance is no greater than one mile. 

Q33. 	We wanted to confirm the eligibility of our site at [Insert Address].

A33.	Without seeing the full application, staff cannot determine if a proposed project meets all eligibility criteria. However, the Solicitation Manual provides a list of Needed Locations, and the exits or intersections that are the endpoints for each Needed Location, that  are eligible for funding. California’s National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Funding Program Map at https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/135c0da4b70f4717b4664ad2e427d2bc can also be used to visually review which sections of Corridor Segments are eligible Needed Locations.  Use any commercially available distance measuring tool to calculate the driving distance from the end of the nearest eligible offramp or intersection to the proposed EV charging station site and ensure the driving distance is no greater than one mile.

Q34. 	The GFO states "EV charging equipment that receives incentive funding from another CEC grant funding opportunity (GFO) or block grant incentive project is not eligible for funding under this GFO." Is CALSTART's "EnergIIZE" program eligible to be stacked with this funding opportunity?

A34.	No. EnergIIZE is a CEC-funded block grant incentive project administered by a third party. Projects previously or currently funded by the CEC either directly or through block grants are ineligible for funding. See Section II.B – Project Requirements.

Miscellaneous 
Q35. 	Is termination an option if the proposer doesn't want to accept a reduced grant amount, or does CEC not terminate in those instances?

A35.	Yes, not accepting a reduced grant award is an option. If the CEC and the awardee cannot agree to a reduced project scope commensurate with a partial award, then the application can be withdrawn from funding consideration at the awardee’s request.  

Q36. 	Will you be sending a recording of the pre-application workshop presentation?

A36.	A recording of the pre-application workshop presentation and slide deck are available at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/funding-workshop/2026-01/pre-application-workshop-gfo-25-602-californias-national-electric.

Q37. 	Is there an estimated date for NEVI 4 being released and will it have the same requirements for eligibility?

A37.	NEVI solicitation 4 was released on January 21, 2026. The solicitation manual, which contains eligibility requirements that are distinct from this NEVI solicitation 3, is available at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-01/gfo-25-604-californias-national-electric-vehicle-infrastructure-formula. 

Q38. 	Will the CEC offer project primary applicants and subrecipients matchmaking services? 

A38.	No. It is the applicant's responsibility to select the appropriate project partners. 

Q39. 	Can we obtain prior awards submissions to see what a granted proposal looks like?

A39.	Yes. However, please note that each solicitation is different so any previously awarded proposals should be viewed as reference only. Requests for prior NEVI applications can be made by visiting https://energyca.govqa.us/WEBAPP/_rs/. Please specify that you are seeking prior awarded applications for California’s NEVI program. The previous NEVI solicitations are GFO-23-601 and GFO-24-606.

Q40.	Will questions be answered past the deadline?

A40.	Staff has endeavored to answer questions received after the January 22, 2026, deadline where possible, without unduly delaying the release of this Q&A document. At this time, however, there are no plans for a second Q&A document. 

Q41. 	Is there a list of Utility contacts?

A41.	The Utility Verification Form (Attachment 8) contains contact information for utilities. 

Q42. 	Will you be sharing a list of attendees to this meeting?

[bookmark: _Hlk221018642]A42.	Requests for attendee lists can be made by visiting https://energyca.govqa.us/WEBAPP/_rs/. Please specify that you are seeking a list of GFO-25-602 NEVI 3 pre-application workshop attendees.

Q43. 	Do development efforts need to "stop" at a certain point prior to the June 2026 NOPA timeframe?

A43.	If awarded, the Recipient must receive a written authorization to proceed from their CAM to begin work on any task in the Scope of Work (Attachment 14) for which the recipient wishes to seek reimbursement or claim as match share. Any work prior to receiving written authorization is at the Recipient’s own risk and expense. 

Q44. 	Does the CEC believe it feasible for a NOPA recipient to complete both a fully executed contract with CEC and a station go-live on or before March 1, 2027?

A44.	Without knowing the full scope of the specific project, the CEC cannot provide an estimate for when the agreement may be executed, nor when the station can become operational. If awarded, the CEC CAM may coordinate with the awardee to update the Schedule of Products and Due Dates with new dates, if necessary.  

Q45. 	Slide 14 of the pre-application workshop indicated “Project Start” in Q4 2026. When in Q4 would the latest potential “Project Start” date be?

A45.	Without knowing the full scope of the specific project, the CEC cannot provide an estimate for the latest project start date. If awarded, the CEC CAM may coordinate with the awardee to update the Schedule of Products and Due Dates with new dates, if necessary.  
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