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March 12, 2026
GFO-24-612
Depot Charging and Hydrogen Refueling Infrastructure for Medium- and Heavy-Duty On-Road Zero-Emission Vehicles
Addendum 7
 
The purpose of this addendum is to notify potential applicants of changes that have been made to GFO-24-612.  
 
The addendum includes revisions to the Solicitation Manual; Attachment 2, Scope of Work; Attachment 3, Scope of Work Instructions; Attachment 11, Station Checklist; and Questions and Answers. Added language appears in bold underline, and deleted language appears in [strikethrough] and within square brackets. 

The updated question-and-answer set is posted on the CEC’s solicitation information website at www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/solicitations.
 
SOLICITATION MANUAL 
1. Section I.A. Purpose of Solicitation
This is a competitive grant solicitation. The California Energy Commission’s (CEC’s) Clean Transportation Program announces the availability of up to $[20]30 million in grant funds for projects that will fund the deployment of depot charging and hydrogen refueling infrastructure for medium- and heavy-duty (MDHD) on-road zero-emission vehicles (ZEVs).

2. Section I.F. Availability of Funds
A total of $[20]30 million is available for awards under this solicitation. CEC, at its sole discretion, reserves the right to increase or decrease the amount of funds available under this solicitation.

3. Section II.C. Minimum Technical Requirements for Electric Vehicle Charging Stations  
7. For Public Access charging stations, t[T]he charging port’s networking software must connect to a central management system using OCPP 2.0.1 for the purposes of charger management and data reporting, including for reliability data reporting requirements specified in the solicitation Scope of Work.  Charging ports must comply with regulatory requirements under Assembly Bill 2061 once the regulation is adopted by CEC. This includes connecting to a central management system using OCPP 2.0.1 or later for the purposes of reliability data reporting for applicable charging ports.  

4. Section III.D.3. Scope of Work (Attachment 2)  
 
Applicants must include a completed Scope of Work utilizing the template contained in Attachment 2. Instructions for completing the Scope of Work as well as a sample are included in Attachment 3. The description of activities proposed in the Project Narrative must conform to the tasks described in the Scope of Work. Electronic files for the Scope of Work must be in MS Word. 
 
Please note, the information, requirements, and deliverables set forth in this Scope of Work template are provided for preliminary reference only and are subject to revision. CEC reserves the right to modify the Scope of Work at any time during the negotiation and development of a grant agreement. 
 
Applicants must present a comprehensive and credible Scope of Work which includes (presented in a logical manner) comprehensive and sequential tasks, products resulting from the individual tasks, and how the tasks are related to or are dependent on each other. 
Attachment 2, Scope of Work 
5. The information, requirements, and deliverables set forth in this Scope of Work template are provided for preliminary reference only and are subject to revision. CEC reserves the right to modify the Scope of Work at any time during the negotiation and development of a grant agreement. 
 
Attachment 3, Scope of Work Instructions 
6. The information, requirements, and deliverables set forth in the Scope of Work template (Attachment 2) are provided for preliminary reference only and are subject to revision. CEC reserves the right to modify the Scope of Work at any time during the negotiation and development of a grant agreement. 
 
Attachment 11, Station Checklist
7. [The charging port must be Energy Star certified and listed on the Energy Star Product Finder Page. They do not have to be certified at the time of submitting the proposal but must be certified prior to submitting an invoice that seeks repayment for the chargers. Chargers over 350 kW are not required to be Energy Star certified.] 

8. For Public Access, t[T]he charging port’s networking software must connect to a central management system using OCPP 2.0.1 for the purposes of charger management and data reporting, including for reliability data reporting requirements specified in the solicitation Scope of Work. Charging ports must comply with regulatory requirements under Assembly Bill 2061 once the regulation is adopted by CEC. This includes connecting to a central management system using OCPP 2.0.1 or later for the purposes of reliability data reporting for applicable charging ports.  

Questions and Answers
9. Unless indicated otherwise, all section numbers identified are from the solicitation manual (for example, “Section II.B.” refers to Section II.B. of the solicitation manual) of Addendum [6]7.

A1.	[Addendum 6 removed t]The Public Access requirements have been removed for public school districts and public transit agencies with projects that are solely for charging and/or refueling school buses and transit buses. (Section II.B.2. [of Addendum 6]) 


A2. 	If proposing a Private Access infrastructure project (excluding the public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum [6]7), the fleet(s) that is being supported must commit to supporting: 
· At least one MDHD EV per charging port proposed for CEC funding. Applicants that can demonstrate vehicles above a 1-to-1 ratio will score higher.
· At least 15 MDHD FCEVs per hydrogen refueling position proposed for CEC funding. 

To ensure that the infrastructure funded under this solicitation will be utilized, Applicants of all Private infrastructure projects must submit a Letter(s) of Intent to Place a Purchase Order (Attachment 14) per fleet with their application, with the exception of applicants using existing vehicles. The letter(s) should reflect plans to place a purchase order within three months of grant agreement execution. The letter must specify the type(s) and number(s) of ZEVs to be procured and justify the need for the proposed infrastructure. If an Applicant cannot place a purchase order within three (3) months of agreement execution, the CEC reserves the right, in addition to any other rights it has, to cancel the award and offer funding to the next highest scored eligible Applicant on the NOPA list. 

A7. 	Please refer to Addendum [6]7, which has a maximum award amount of $8 million per application. 

Assuming that an Applicant requests $2 million per hydrogen refueling position, the maximum award amount of $8 million would allow at least four hydrogen refueling positions under one application. Applicants may propose more hydrogen refueling positions if the Applicant is requesting less funding per refueling position as long as the application does not request more than $8 million of CEC funding. 

Applicants are required to have at least 15 MDHD FCEVs per hydrogen refueling position supported by the proposed infrastructure if proposing a Private Access infrastructure project (excluding public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum [6]7). If an Applicant is proposing to install two hydrogen refueling positions, then the Applicant would need to show that at least 30 MDHD FCEVs will be supported by the proposed infrastructure. The two hydrogen refueling positions may be in two different locations with 15 MDHD FCEVs serving each position, as long as infrastructure at each proposed location meets all the applicable requirements under the solicitation.

A8. 	[Addendum 6 removed t]The vehicle to charging port/refueling position ratio has been removed for a Shared Access infrastructure project. 

A10. 	There is no exemption to the 25% public access requirement except for the public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum [6]7. For infrastructure projects supporting the fleets of California public entities, Applicants must propose infrastructure with at least 25% of the charging ports/hydrogen fueling positions available as Public Access during normal operating hours. The infrastructure does not need to be located at the same address as long as the infrastructure at each location meets all applicable requirements in the solicitation.

A11. 	The infrastructure accessibility requirements are not negotiable for any Applicants except for the public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum [6]7.

A12. 	There is no minimum number of chargers to trigger the 25% requirements. These requirements apply to any infrastructure projects supporting the fleets of California public entities except for the entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum [6]7.

A13. 	For infrastructure projects supporting the fleets of California public entities (except for the public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum [6]7), applicants must propose infrastructure with at least 25% of the charging ports/hydrogen fueling positions available as Public Access during normal operating hours. The infrastructure does not need to be located at the same address as long as the infrastructure at each location meets all applicable requirements in the solicitation. Applicants are encouraged to plan the size of infrastructure that accommodates their fleets with at least 25% of the infrastructure accessible to the public.

A16. 	Please refer to Addendum [6]7, which requires each charging port to be capable of at least Level 2 charging if the EV charging station will be Private or Shared Access and not 100% Public Access. 

A22. 	Public agencies can apply to this solicitation; however, for infrastructure projects supporting the fleets of California public entities (except for the public entities covered by the exceptions listed in Section II.B.2 of Addendum [6]7), Applicants must propose infrastructure with at least 25% of the charging ports/hydrogen refueling positions available as Public Access during normal operating hours. The remaining infrastructure may be Public, Shared, or Private Access.

A27. 	[Addendum 6 removed t]The Public Access requirements have been removed for public school districts and public transit agencies with projects that are solely for charging and/or refueling school buses and transit buses. 

A30. 	[As clarified in Addendum 6, t]The equipment does not need to be explicitly listed in the EnergIIZE Equipment Catalog. The requirement is that the equipment conforms to the applicable safety and technical standards listed in the solicitation, not that it appears in the catalog itself. 
As long as the charger meets the same standards that listed equipment is required to meet, and that compliance can be verified, an Applicant may purchase equipment not formally included on the EnergIIZE Equipment Catalog list.
The EnergIIZE Equipment Catalog can be found at https://energiize.org/equipment-catalog/.

A38.	Please refer to Addendum [6]7, which no longer has the table for maximum award amounts per charging port/hydrogen refueling position. 

Accordingly, the maximum award amount for the project applies to all eligible reimbursable costs. Project costs may cover both the cost of the hardware and the associated costs of installation, commissioning, and solar/storage. 

A39.	The solicitation now has Addendum [6]7 and it no longer has the table for maximum award amounts per charging port/hydrogen refueling position. 

Nevertheless, in this example, it is correct that the on-site solar/storage equipment costs cannot exceed $1.25 million, 50% of the award amount for the chargers. This amount would be in addition to $2.5 million for the chargers. Please note that the maximum award amount per application is $8 million. For example, if an Applicant requested $6 million for chargers, even though 50% of the CEC grant funds for the chargers would be $3 million, the Applicant would only be eligible for $8 million, the maximum award amount. 

A41.	The CEC does not have a preference for higher power ratings over the number of charging ports. 

The solicitation now has Addendum [6]7, which no longer sets the maximum award amount per charging port. Projects will be evaluated on the degree to which the proposed infrastructure demonstrates a highly cost-effective use of CEC funds, which a low cost per charging port or refueling position relative to the power level or refueling capacity. Projects will be evaluated on both the dollar-per-port or refueling position and the dollar-per kW or kg. Please see Section I.E. How Award is Determined and Section I.G. Minimum and Maximum Award Amounts.

A42. 	The materials covered in the pre-application workshop slides were based on the Addendum 3 solicitation manual. The solicitation now has Addendum [6]7. The Cover Letters for Addenda 4, 5, [and ]6, and 7 list all the changes that were made after the Addendum 3.  

A47. 	Please refer to Addendum [6]7 for the most up to date eligibility requirements.

NEW Question & Answer (Addendum 7)

Q53.	Are Private or Shared Access projects required to operate on OCPP 2.0.1 in order to be eligible for this solicitation?

A53.	All charging ports must conform to OCPP 2.0.1 or later, and manufacturers must attest that the charger hardware conforms to OCPP 2.0.1 or later by detailing it on a publicly available charger specification sheet. For Public Access charging stations, charging ports must comply with regulatory requirements under Assembly Bill 2061 once the regulation is adopted by CEC. This includes connecting to a central management system using OCPP 2.0.1 or later for the purposes of reliability data reporting for applicable charging ports.  Please see Addendum 7.

Q54.	Are forklifts on-road vehicles?

A54.	No, forklifts are not considered on-road vehicles. On-road vehicles are vehicles that are intended by their manufacturer for use on public highways. On-road vehicles must be certified by their manufacturer with the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), as compliant with on-highway safety standards as well as certified to all applicable ARB and U.S. EPA on-road emission standards. Compliance with these standards is indicated by separate safety and emissions labels on the vehicle.

Q55.  We are in the process of acquiring a site that could be used to qualify for this project. If land ownership were imminent in the near future, could this be used to make the site eligible under this grant's definition of "Site control"? (We'd likely take ownership by the time the awards are made.)

A55.  Site ownership is not required for this solicitation. However, site control will be evaluated under the Project Readiness/Implementation evaluation criterion. Projects will be scored on the degree to which site control is secured, viable back-up sites have been identified, and a sufficient plan for managing site or site host changes is provided. 

Q56.	Could you please clarify the data collection requirements and associated timelines in the solicitation? Is the 12‑month data collection requirement intended to be part of this three‑year utilization requirement? Can you confirm whether either the 12‑month or the three‑year data collection milestones must be included in the Schedule of Products and Due Dates and therefore completed before June 30, 2029?

A56.	Applicants must collect a minimum of 12 months of operations and utilization data within the agreement term, which must end no later than June 30, 2029. The full 12‑month data collection period must be included in the Schedule of Products and Due Dates.

The required 12 months of data collection is part of the broader three‑year utilization reporting requirement described under the Utilization task in the Scope of Work. Although the full three years of reporting extends beyond the agreement term, applicants must ensure that at least the first 12 months of data collection and reporting occur before the agreement end date and are reflected in the Schedule of Products and Due Dates.



Brad Worster 
Commission Agreement Officer 
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