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The following answers are based on the California Energy Commission (CEC) staff’s interpretation of the questions received. Some questions have been edited for clarity. It is the Applicant’s responsibility to review the solicitation and to determine whether their proposed project is eligible for funding per the Eligibility Requirements within the solicitation. The CEC cannot give advice as to whether a particular project is eligible for funding, because not all proposal details are known.

Project Requirements
Q1. If there is a county specified endorsed plan for a new EV charge site that is going to be paved (currently not paved but earmarked by county that the site must be commercial developed), could this site be considered?

A.1. Yes, the site can be considered if it meets location eligibility requirements under the solicitation and has been previously disturbed or developed, as explained in Solicitation Manual Section II.B.2. Project Location. For environmental clearance under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), this site would not be eligible for the Section 106 exemption under the National Historic Preservation Act and may not be eligible for a no effect memo. This means that environmental studies would likely need to be completed to verify if the project qualifies for a NEPA categorical exclusion (CE), which could take four months or more to complete.

Q.2. NEPA approval on the Pilot NEPA Preliminary Environmental Study (PES) form mentions needing a signature from a Local Public Agency Project Engineer. Can you perhaps explain a little bit more about who this is and how something like that is typically obtained?

A.2. A signature from a Local Agency Project Engineer is not needed for submitting the Pilot PES form as part of a GFO-25-604 application. As stated in Solicitation Manual Section III.D.8. National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) Preliminary Environmental Study (PES) Form (Attachment 7), no signatures are needed on the Pilot PES form at the time of application.

If awarded under this solicitation, only then will the Pilot PES form need to be signed. A CEC Commission Agreement Manager (CAM) will assist the grant recipient with any questions related to the form prior to official submission to Caltrans. 

Q.3. Our location is about 1.5 miles away from the nearest exit for a fuel corridor. I remember reading that it has to be under 1 mile, but would this be close enough to still be considered by any chance?

A.3. No, a site that is 1.5 miles from the nearest offramp or exit is not eligible. The location needs to be a maximum of one mile away as the car drives from the nearest Alternative Fuel Corridor offramp or exit. 

Q.4. How do we verify if a location qualifies under the NEVI Funding Program Map?

A.4. The CEC’s NEVI funding program map at https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/135c0da4b70f4717b4664ad2e427d2bc is a tool for identifying the Alternative Fuel Corridors eligible under this solicitation (NEVI 4, GFO-25-604). To verify if an EV charging station site meets the distance requirement of being within one mile, use a distance measuring tool. The distance must be the shortest route that can be driven from the nearest off-ramp or intersection from an Alternative Fuel Corridor to the anticipated charging location (Solicitation Manual Section II.B.2. Project Location). Possible distance measuring tools include, but are not limited to Google Maps, Apple Maps, Bing Maps, and MapQuest, which provide a driving distance when providing directions between two points.

Q.5. Can a site with existing Tesla chargers be an eligible location?

A.5. The presence of existing chargers of any kind on a site proposed for new charger deployment under this solicitation is allowable and is not a factor in the eligibility of a location. The full list of project requirements is found in Solicitation Manual Section II.B. The location of any existing charging ports at a proposed EV charging station site should be shown in the preliminary site plan as indicated in Solicitation Manual Section III.D.6. Preliminary Site Plan (Attachment 5).

Q.6. We have some concerns with the requirement specifically around Combined Charging System (CCS) connectors. Megawatt Charging System (MCS) chargers do not have CCS ports and for most megawatt (MW) chargers, the voltage is incompatible with CCS. If we had a distributed system at our site, could we meet the requirement by having one CCS port on site?

A.6. Proposed EV charging stations must meet NEVI federal requirements, and 23 CFR 680.106(c) states that “each [Direct Current Fast Charger] DCFC charging port must be capable of charging any CCS-compliant vehicle and each DCFC charging port must have at least one permanently attached CCS Type 1 connector.”

Q.7. Can a charging port have both a CCS and a SAE J3400 (NACS) connector?

A.7. Yes, a charging port can have both the CCS and SAE J3400 (NACS) connectors as long as the CCS connector is type 1 and permanently attached.

Q.8. Can you provide a list of OEMs that offer chargers with MCS and CCS ports? 

A.8. No, we do not have such a list. 

Q.9. Regarding trailblazer signage, is adding the charging station to an app (e.g. PlugShare) acceptable in place of installing physical signage on local roads?

A.9. As described in Solicitation Manual Section II.B.15. Highway and On-Site Signage, awarded projects must coordinate with appropriate local agencies and Caltrans for directional signage on and along the highway and local roads, if it is not already installed. Signs must meet the California Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (CA MUTCD) standards and all other applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards. Permission to install such signage is at the discretion of the respective authority (local agency or Caltrans).

Q.10. What vehicles fall under medium duty and heavy duty?

A.10. Medium-Duty and Heavy-Duty (MDHD) vehicles are vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating (GVWR) above 10,000 pounds and include vans, buses, and trucks. Medium-duty (MD) vehicles have a GVWR of greater than 10,000 pounds and less than or equal to 26,000 pounds. Heavy-duty (HD) vehicles have a GVWR greater than 26,000 pounds (Solicitation Manual Section V.A. Definition of Key Words).

Applicant Requirements
Q.11. Can local government organizations qualify as a company?

A.11. This solicitation is open to all private entities, excluding investor-owned utilities, and is also open to California Tribal Organizations serving California Native American Tribes as the prime applicant. Local government entities, by definition, should not be private businesses registered with the California Secretary of State. However, a private organization (registered with the California Secretary of State) that supports or represents local governments may be eligible. Additionally, public agencies can be project partners under this solicitation.

Q.12. Section 7 "Project Team" states that "The company or organization must have completed installations at three (3) or more different property locations for three (3) or more different customers since January 1, 2018." Our installer and equipment provider both do not have 3 or more customers. Would the CEC consider eliminating the requirement related to the number of customers? To be clear, the number of installations is fine, the number of customers is the concern.



A.12. When evaluating whether the Applicant, or the Subrecipient installing chargers, is an Experienced Contractor, the CEC may consider key personnel within any of the Project Team’s companies or organizations that have worked on projects since January 1, 2018, including under previous employers. Projects completed at various locations under different property owner customers, even if for the same business customer, may also be considered when evaluating experience. 

Q.13. Can you please explain more about the “experienced contractor” requirement? Could this be a subcontractor employed by the applicant company?

A.13. There only needs to be one “experienced contractor” on the project team. The “experienced contractor” can be a subrecipient that is part of the project team. The “experienced contractor” does not need to be the applicant itself.

Q.14. It appears that either the Applicant or the Subrecipient responsible for installing chargers must meet the definition of an “experienced contractor,” having demonstrated experience with the procurement, permitting, and installation of at least twenty (20) DC fast chargers across three (3) or more sites for at least three (3) different customers since January 1, 2018. What if an Applicant has not selected its construction/installation contractor yet?

A.14. Applicants do not need to have made a final selection on all contractors or vendors at the time of application, but the more information about the project team that can be provided, the better the project can be evaluated. If the Applicant is relying on a construction contractor to meet the “experienced contractor” requirement but has not chosen that contractor yet, the Applicant must demonstrate that it is only considering contractors that will meet this requirement.
Application Evaluation
Q.15. When assessing land to purchase, what features are desirable besides it being zoned for commercial use?

A.15. Certain features or characteristics may help the property move quickly through the Caltrans environmental review phase and meet the eligibility for a Categorical Exclusion under NEPA without the need for additional study. These may include: the lot being already paved; not in a special flood hazard area; not located near listed hazardous materials sites; not home to threatened and endangered species; not near a fishery; not requiring major electrical infrastructure modifications; and not home to any historic or cultural resources. Completing the Pilot NEPA PES form (instructions and the link to the form are in Attachment 7), including required attachments, will identify potential risk associated with many of these factors.


Eligible Costs, Reimbursement, and Match
Q.16. Is sales tax considered an eligible cost for the project?

A.16. If the sales tax is associated with the purchase of equipment or materials that are eligible costs and included in the project budget, then yes, sales tax is part of the price of the item and is an eligible cost.

Q.17. The match funding requirement for the proposed awardee is exactly 20%. Are proposers able to contribute more than 20%?

A.17. Match funding must be 20% of the project budget, and the remaining 80% will be reimbursable costs. Applicants may not propose more than 20% match share in their submitted project budget. However, not all costs associated with the installation of the charging infrastructure need to be included within the project budget. It is at the applicant’s discretion to structure their budget(s) as needed to make their application(s) competitive.

Q.18. Are there restrictions for match funding? Can the funds be stacked with CEC, local, air district, or TCEP funds?

A.18. If a project is receiving funding from another CEC solicitation or block grant program, such as CALeVIP or EnergIIZE, it is not eligible under this solicitation. Match share may not include other sources of CEC funding, other sources of federal funding unless specifically allowed by law to be used as non-federal match, funds already expended or otherwise encumbered, or investor-owned utility program funding through utility tariff programs (Solicitation Manual Section II.C.4. Match Share Restrictions).

Q.19. Can partial payments be made throughout the project during specific milestones?

A.19. Yes, if awarded, invoices may be submitted throughout the course of the project. Terms and conditions related to payment of funds under this solicitation are located in the NEVI Standard Terms and Conditions at https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/11964.

Q.20. Is this program able to cover charging port outlets installation, where the person charging can bring their own cable?

A.20. This solicitation requires that all proposed chargers be DCFCs and have a permanently attached CCS connector on each charging port. In addition to the CCS connector, a charging port may optionally include other non-proprietary connector types, except for CHAdeMO. Standard outlets (110/120 volt or 220/240 volt), Level 1 chargers, and Level 2 chargers are ineligible costs (Solicitation Manual Section II.B.16. Eligible Project Costs).  


Solicitation Timeline
Q.21. Could you clarify the reimbursement period following the execution of the Notice of Proposed Awards (NOPA) and the signed agreement?

A.21. Eligible and allocable project costs may be incurred once an agreement between the CEC and the Recipient is executed, and funds are authorized by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The funds made available under this solicitation are already authorized by FHWA, so the controlling factor will be the agreement execution date. Addendum 1 to this solicitation extended the application due date, and NOPA posting is now expected during the week of July 27, 2026. Agreements are anticipated to be considered for approval at a CEC business meeting in October 2026. After an agreement is approved at a CEC business meeting, the CEC will send the agreement package to the recipient for review, approval, and signature. Once the recipient signs, the CEC will fully execute the agreement. Recipients are approved to begin the project only after full execution of the agreement, including any authorizations needed from the FHWA.

Q.22. If a project has a permit and utility plan finalized, is there a fast track to consider the award sooner than the Q4 2026 timeframe?

A.22. No, there is no mechanism for fast-tracking projects in this solicitation. 

Other Solicitations
Q23. We saw in the presentation that there is going to be another solicitation for light duty vehicles which was numbered 6. Do we have any details for that solicitation, including deadline submission, etc.?

A.23. California’s NEVI solicitation 6 was released February 23, 2026, with an application submission deadline of September 25, 2026. More information can be found on the GFO-25-603 solicitation page at https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-02/gfo-25-603-californias-national-electric-vehicle-infrastructure-formula. 

Q.24. Regarding light duty vehicles and those relevant solicitations, do they also have the 80/20 match funding and is it a minimum of four or eight chargers for those projects?

A.24. The recent light-duty electric vehicle charging infrastructure solicitations, NEVI 3 (GFO-24-606) and NEVI 6 (GFO-25-603), also have the 80-20 split between reimbursable and match share funding. These solicitations follow the federal NEVI standards of a minimum of four CCS charging ports of at least 150 kW for light-duty charging.





Miscellaneous
Q.25. Can GFO-25-604, NEVI Solicitation 4, include language that would allow charging projects that would benefit from flexible service connection utility programs to be eligible for Solicitation 4? For example, PG&E's Flex Connect Program provides typical loading and extreme loading scenario analyses to customers as part of their application process. Could the following criteria for flexible energization be included: 

"At the time of station commissioning, the site shall be able to meet the following minimums: be able to accept a total site power of at least 75kW at all hours of the day and across all seasons; be able to power the site at an average of 30% of aggregated charger nameplate capacity during typical operating hours (9am-9pm). Power may also be supplemented by DERs or BESS. Within five (5) years of initial site energization, sites must be able to receive their full capacity from the utility. Compliance may be supported by DERs and BESS." 

A.25. The fourth section of Table 2 in Section II.B.9, Electric Utility Capacity, is included to allow for flexible service agreements like PG&E's Flex Connect. To address the concern that the existing flexible service agreement requirements in Table 2 do not allow for extreme loading scenarios, CEC staff are considering an addendum to this solicitation that may modify the flexible service agreement description to modify minimum requirements and make off-peak requirements more flexible. Any future addendums to the solicitation will be shared via the Clean Transportation Program subscription list available at https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/CNRA/signup/31719, and will be posted on the GFO-25-604 webpage at https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-01/gfo-25-604-californias-national-electric-vehicle-infrastructure-formula.

Q.26. Will you be sending a recording of the presentation?

A.26. The recording of the pre-application workshop can be found at the GFO-25-604 Pre-Application Workshop page at https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/funding-workshop/2026-02/pre-application-workshop-gfo-25-604-californias-national-electric.













Q.27. How is Right of Way Certification obtained?

A.27. Right of Way Certification, specifically Exhibit 13B (included in the solicitation in Attachment 16, as reference) is a standardized, required document used to verify that a NEVI project has secured legal access to a proposed EV charging station site. If awarded, and after the respective EV charging station has finished environmental review under NEPA and the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Recipient will need to provide CEC with supporting documentation to verify that right of way activities were conducted in accordance with applicable policies and procedures as outlined in the Local Assistance Procedures Manual (LAPM) at https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/guidelines-and-procedures/local-assistance-procedures-manual-lapm. Please review Chapter 13 of the LAPM for additional details.

Q.28. Is there any planning for Electric Vertical Takeoff and Landing (eVTOL) aircraft charging station access?

A.28. No planning for eVTOL aircraft is included in this solicitation, or under California’s NEVI program implementation overall, at this time. 
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