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The following answers are based on California Energy Commission (CEC) staff’s interpretation of the questions received. Some questions have been edited for clarity. It is the Applicant’s responsibility to review the solicitation and to determine whether their proposed project is eligible for funding per the Eligibility Requirements within the solicitation. The CEC cannot give advice as to whether a particular project is eligible for funding, because not all proposal details are known.

Project Requirements
Q1: During the webinar, it was stated that a pre-condition to grant approval is that the land in question must be "previously disturbed." Our 100 acres of land has I-15 running right through the middle of it and the onramps/offramps and overpass are included within our land. Our actual three land parcels are virgin desert land that is ideal for a travel center. The question is whether the land would be considered "previously disturbed."

A1: The CEC cannot give advice as to whether a particular project is eligible for funding because not all proposal details are known. That said, if the site on which the electric vehicle (EV) charging station would be built is virgin desert, meaning never altered by human activity, then it would likely not be eligible under this solicitation. The GFO-25-606 Solicitation Manual, in Section II.B.2, defines "previously disturbed or developed" land as areas changed such that their functioning ecological processes have been and remain altered by human activity. This includes sites transformed from natural cover to non-native species or a managed state, such as utility corridors, rights-of-way, and areas with active utilities and currently used roads (citing 10 CFR 1021.102(g)(1)).

Environmental Review 
Q2: If no federal land is involved is any National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) compliance required?

A2: Yes, NEPA compliance is required for all NEVI-funded projects.
 
Q3: Does the fact that federal funds may be involved in providing the grant contemplated by GFO-25-606 require some sort of NEPA compliance?

A3: Yes, the provision of federal funds (which will be a part of any grant agreement awarded under this solicitation) will require NEPA compliance.
 
Q4: If NEPA compliance is indicated, what agency will be in charge of sponsoring this compliance?

A4: Caltrans is responsible for reviewing project information provided by the recipient (i.e., the applicant awarded under this solicitation) for compliance with NEPA. Caltrans staff will evaluate the recipient’s submitted Pilot NEPA Preliminary Environmental Study (PES) Form to determine what additional environmental studies, if any, are required to satisfy NEPA. Once all necessary studies have been completed and approved, Caltrans will issue the NEPA determination, which, for an EV charging station complying with the solicitation’s requirements, should be a categorical exclusion.

Q5: If NEPA action is required of the grant applicant, is it enough for purposes of Attachment 7 to provide that NEPA compliance will be completed as a condition of funding the grant? 

A5: No, that response would not be sufficient for Attachment 7. For the Pilot NEPA PES Form, the applicant must fully complete and submit the Pilot NEPA PES Form with the application. Please review Solicitation Manual Section III.D.8 and Attachment 7 itself for instructions on completing the form. The Pilot NEPA PES Form is needed at the application stage so that the CEC can evaluate project-specific environmental considerations affecting project readiness (Solicitation Manual Section IV.E.2). Additional NEPA studies will only be required if the application is selected and the site(s) trigger additional NEPA studies. If selected for award, the recipient may include the cost of any required NEPA studies in the project budget. 

Applicant Requirements
Q6: Our question pertains to the section of GFO-25-602, 603, and 606 where the eligible applicants are described as follows: "This solicitation is open to all private entities, excluding investor-owned utilities, and is also open to California Tribal Organizations serving California Native American Tribes." 

We wanted to know if a private entity is able to partner with school districts and community colleges and apply as project partners, provided that the private entity designs, installs, operates, and maintains the equipment, and the private entity is the main applicant?

A6: Yes, a private entity that is the primary applicant is allowed to partner with both public and private entities. 

Application Evaluation
Q7: This question is regarding the calculations for the (1) Cost-per-new-CCS-Port and (2) Cost-per-kW of New Capacity evaluation metrics. Our project is specifically aiming to provide medium- and heavy-duty (MDHD) EV charging powered from solar and battery sources independent of the California power grid. This will require more investment on the front end, but in addition to being fully renewable, will provide for a fixed and defined cost of energy over the life of the project, insulating against future electricity price hikes and contributing to less overall strain on the grid – particularly during peak times. Will the two enumerated criteria be scored in a way that considers energy cost over the useful life of the charging stations along with potential impacts to the energy grid/ overall environment, or will it be a simpler calculation using the upfront investment and favoring an existing tie in to the electrical grid?

A7: The “Cost-per-new-CCS-Port” and “Cost-per-kW of New Capacity” metrics are calculated as upfront-cost ratios. That is, the Cost-per-new-CCS-Port is the total CEC dollars requested divided by the number of new CCS ports. The Cost-per-kW of New Capacity is the total CEC dollars requested divided by the total new capacity. These calculations, found in Solicitation Manual Section IV.A.7, do not factor in lifecycle energy costs, future electricity price risk, or modeled grid/environmental benefits. Those longer-term benefits of a solar plus battery storage MDHD project may be articulated and justified in the Project Narrative (Attachment 1) in response to technical evaluation criteria such as EV Charging Station Location and Equipment, Project Readiness, Expected Project Benefits, and Project Budget and Finances (Solicitation Manual Section IV.E.).

Not all costs associated with the installation of the charging infrastructure need to be included within the project budget, which is divided between CEC dollars (80% of the project budget) and match dollars (20% of the project budget). It is at the applicant’s discretion to structure their budget(s) as needed to make their application(s) competitive.

Eligible Costs, Reimbursement, and Match
Q8: Is the $8 million cap meaning that the total project amount can be $10 million with the matching funds being $2 million? Or is the project total $8 million and we would do the matching funds of 20% of that amount? 

A8: The $8 million figure is the cap on the CEC’s reimbursable share, not on the total project cost. Projects are eligible for 80 percent of the total allowable project cost, or $8 million, whichever is less. Therefore, the maximum total project cost under this solicitation is $10 million, with $8 million from the CEC and $2 million (20 percent) in required match.

Q9: Can matching funds be used for purchasing additional land that is attached to the project location?

A9: No. “Land acquisition and lease costs” are not eligible as either CEC reimbursable or match share costs. See Solicitation Manual Section II. B. 16. “Eligible Project Costs.”

Miscellaneous
Q10. Where are solicitation documents located? 

A10. All solicitation documents are available at the CEC GFO-25-606 solicitation webpage found at https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-02/gfo-25-606-californias-national-electric-vehicle-infrastructure-formula. 

Q11.What should an applicant prepare in advance to enable a project to start construction as early as possible? 

A11. Before construction of an EV charging station project can start, each site must receive environmental clearance and right of way approval. Applicants must complete and submit the Pilot NEPA PES Form (Attachment 07) with their applications to this solicitation. Completing the form, and required attachments, as thoroughly as possible will help identify any potential environmental concerns that could slow a project timeline. Applicants can also begin preparing for the right of way process by reviewing Attachment 16 (Right of Way Certification Exhibit 13-B) and the Caltrans Local Assistance Procedures Manual Chapter 13, found at https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/local-assistance/documents/lapm/ch13.pdf, and the Right of Way Manual found at https://dot.ca.gov/programs/right-of-way/right-of-way-manual. 

Additionally, applications will be evaluated on Project Readiness (Solicitation Manual Section IV.E.2), among other criteria. Applicants can use the Project Readiness criteria to identify ways in which to improve their project readiness, such as securing site control, beginning utility planning, and lining up equipment suppliers. 

However, please be aware that any incurred costs are only eligible for CEC reimbursement, or as match share, after the grant agreement has been formally executed and the corresponding project phase has been authorized by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). (See Solicitation Manual Section II.B.16. “Eligible Project Costs.”)

Q12. From a practical standpoint, what would be the earliest realistic timeframe (e.g., month) to begin construction if awarded?

A12. The CEC can’t predict or guarantee how long it may take any specific project to begin construction. Generally speaking, the awards from this solicitation are anticipated to be considered for approval at the CEC’s December 2026 business meeting. The grant agreements between the CEC and the recipient can be executed after business meeting approval. After an agreement is executed, a project site must go through review for NEPA and right of way clearance before beginning construction. NEPA review typically takes four to six weeks and can result in additional studies that would take longer to complete. The right of way review process typically takes two to four weeks and can take longer if additional information is needed. Applicants are advised to schedule, at minimum, ten weeks for these processes. How long a project may take to enter construction after these processes are complete will be project dependent.
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