
Frequently Asked Questions

Q: What will the proposed tire efficiency standard do? 

A: The proposed standard merely requires that replacement tires have comparable 

efficiency to tires that already come on new vehicles. Consumers will continue to have a 

robust supply of replacement tires for all vehicle types, as there are now replacement tires 

that are widely available and that meet the proposed standard. 

Q: What are the benefits of more efficient tires? 

A: Tire efficiency is a much-needed affordability solution for California drivers. A typical 

driver of a gasoline car with more efficient tires (comparable to new vehicle tires) will save 

$179 of gasoline over the life of a set of tires. i Across California, more efficient tires will 

lower drivers’ fuel costs by nearly $1B per year. ii These figures were calculated with 

gasoline costs of $4.60 per gallon, and savings would be much higher at current prices. iii 

Q: What is the additional cost of more efficient tires? 

A: The incremental cost is very low: $1.50 per tire in Phase 1 (2028-2030) and $6.50 per tire 

in Phase 2 (2031 and beyond). These estimates are based on leading, independent cost 

models from the U.S. EPA and the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. iv The 

estimates reflect the low cost of the technology required to improve tire efficiency. 

Q: Will the lowest-cost tires no longer be available under this standard? 

A: Tires of all price ranges, including the lowest-cost tires available today, can be made 

compliant with relatively inexpensive technological improvements. Additionally, there are 

already low-cost tires on the market that comply with the proposed standards. As 

indicated above, the added cost per tire of these improvements will be $1.50 in Phase 1 

(2028-2030) and $6.50 in Phase 2 (2031 and beyond). 

Q: Will this reduce the average lifespan of tires? 

A: Consumers will not see a reduction in lifespan (also known as treadwear) of 

replacement tires. CEC collected laboratory data on more than 150 of the most popular tire 

models in California, as well as real-world data on tire lifespan from Discount Tire’s 

Treadwell™ database. The data is clear: increasing the efficiency of tires does not require 

reducing their average lifespan. Many tires already perform well on both efficiency and 

lifespan. v 



Q: Will this worsen safety for tires? 

A: It will not. In fact, the proposed standard creates a minimum wet grip standard that will 

remove some of the least-safe, worst-performing tires from the road. vi This wet grip 

minimum was proposed by industry and incorporated into the CEC proposal. 

Q: How has CEC engaged industry? 

A: CEC has conducted a multi-year engagement process with industry and reviewed 

technical data and feedback from many tire manufacturers. Based on that feedback, CEC 

has developed a proposed standard that would deliver strong savings for drivers while 

being technologically feasible for manufacturers. 
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