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A. [bookmark: _Purpose_of_Solicitation][bookmark: _Toc458602319][bookmark: _Toc81377098][bookmark: _Toc231202188][bookmark: _Toc433981247][bookmark: _Toc381079833][bookmark: _Toc382571091]Purpose of Solicitation 
This solicitation is issued under the Geothermal Grant and Loan Program (Geothermal Program). The purpose of this solicitation is to provide CEC cost-share funding for applicants who apply for and receive an award under an eligible federal Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) and meet the requirements of this solicitation. 
Applicants may submit multiple applications. If an applicant submits multiple applications, each application must be for a distinct project (i.e., no overlap with respect to the tasks described in the Scope of Work).
If the projects are not distinct and the applications were submitted at the same time for the same federal funding opportunity, only the first application screened by the CEC will be eligible for funding. If the applications were submitted separately, only the first application received by the CEC will be eligible for funding.
The CEC may conduct a clarification interview with an applicant to clarify and/or verify information in its applications to help the CEC determine whether each application is for a distinct project. The final determination shall be made solely by CEC.
Prospective applicants looking for partnering opportunities for this funding opportunity should register on the CEC’s Empower Innovation website at www.empowerinnovation.net
Eligible FOAs with Cost-Share Opportunities
Before applying, applicants are encouraged to check the Eligibility Requirements in Section II of this solicitation. Applications will be evaluated as described in Section IV of this solicitation. As new eligible FOAs with cost-share opportunities are released, the CEC will revise this document with the corresponding information on how to apply for cost-share for that funding opportunity. Information on currently eligible federal funding opportunities can be found in the Eligible Federal Funding Opportunities section of the Eligibility Requirements (Section II.B.). The CEC will provide cost-share only to applicants who apply for a federal FOA. If the applicant has already received a federal award and is seeking retroactive cost-share, that application will not be eligible for CEC cost-share funds under this solicitation.
Evaluation Process
Evaluation of applications under this solicitation involves two phases (pre- and post-federal award) and requires the applicant to submit evidence of non-CEC cost-share and awards during the second phase. Phase I selects potential awardees and provides a CEC letter of intent that could be used to support an application for eligible federal FOAs. Phase II selects the final awardees under this solicitation. Please see Section IV for additional explanation of the evaluation process. 

Budget Template and Required Attachments
The budget template for this solicitation is different from the version used for other Geothermal Program solicitations. Please download and use the budget template specific to this solicitation. Application documentation requirements are described in Section III of this solicitation and differ based on whether the applicant is submitting an application for Phase I or Phase II (pre-federal funding award, or post-federal funding award).
B. [bookmark: _Key_Words/Terms][bookmark: _Toc231202189][bookmark: _Toc458602320][bookmark: _Toc81377099]Background
Geothermal Grant and Loan Program
The CEC’s Geothermal Grant and Loan Program was created in 1980 by Assembly Bill 1905 (Bosco, Chapter 139, Statutes of 1980). The program's overall mission is to provide funding to promote the development of California's vast resources of geothermal energy and/or recovery of critical minerals from geothermal brine to support the State’s energy and climate goals. The program also aims to mitigate any adverse impacts caused by geothermal development and/or recovery of critical minerals from geothermal brine, and help local jurisdictions offset the costs of providing public services necessitated by geothermal development and related activities. 
During its first decade, the program provided financial and technical assistance to local jurisdictions to support geothermal direct use, planning, and mitigation projects. In 1992, the program was expanded to extend financial assistance to private entities and local jurisdictions for various geothermal research, development, planning, and mitigation projects. Activities related to lithium recovery were included in the program statutory authority for the first time in 2016 (Senate Bill (SB) 1074, Hueso, Chapter 539, Statutes of 2016) since the original law specified projects primarily relating to geothermal energy development and mitigation. In 2022, (Stats. 2022, Ch. 63, Sec. 5. (SB 125)), the program law was revised again to expand some eligible projects to include lithium and mineral recovery activities.
The Geothermal Grant and Loan Program funding comes from the Geothermal Resources Development Account (GRDA). This funding comes from payments made to the State by the federal government for a portion of the royalty and lease revenues generated by geothermal development on federal lands in California. 
California PRC, Section 3800 et seq., sets forth the operational parameters for the program, including who is eligible for funding and the types of projects that can be funded. See Section II, Eligibility Requirements, for more information on eligible applicants and project focus. A link to the statute is also provided in the Reference Documents in this section of this solicitation or Grant Funding Opportunity (GFO).
Regulations governing the Geothermal Grant and Loan Program application and project selection process were updated and amended in 2014. The amended regulations for the Geothermal Grant and Loan Program are in the CCR, Title 20, sections 1660 through 1665, and Appendix A. (A link to the amended regulations is also provided in the Reference Documents section of this GFO).

Applicable Laws, Policies, and Background Documents 
This solicitation addresses the energy goals described in the following laws, policies, and background documents.
Laws/Regulations
· California Public Resources Code (Section 3800-3827)[footnoteRef:2] [2:  California Public Resources Code (Section 3800-3827) ] 

The California Legislature established the authority and provisions for the CEC's Geothermal Grant and Loan Program in 1980 as part of PRC Section 3800 et seq.
· California Code of Regulations (Section 1660-1665)[footnoteRef:3] [3:  California Code of Regulations Title 20. Public Utilities and Energy: Division 2. State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission | California Energy Commission] 

The CEC has also established regulations to clarify and make specific the provisions for operation of the Geothermal Grant and Loan Program. These regulations are contained in Sections 1660-1665 of Title 20 of the CCR.
· Assembly Bill (AB) 209[footnoteRef:4] - Energy and Climate Change  [4:  Bill Text - AB-209 Energy and climate change. (ca.gov)] 

AB 209 created Lithium Extraction Sales and Use Tax Exclusion which authorizes the California Alternative Energy and Advanced Transportation Financing Authority (CAETFA) to provide an additional $15 million of sales and use tax exclusions in the 2022, 2023, and 2024 calendar year for projects that manufacture, refine, extract, process, or recover lithium. Allows CAETFA to consider, in addition to the required existing criteria for these projects, specific criteria relating to relocation of projects to California from states that have enacted certain legislation. AB 209 also renames the Lithium Subaccount within the Salton Sea Restoration Fund as the Salton Sea Lithium Fund and establishes the fund in the State Treasury
· Senate Bill (SB) 100 – The 100 Percent Clean Energy Act of 2018 [footnoteRef:5] [5:  Bill Text - SB-100 California Renewables Portfolio Standard Program: emissions of greenhouse gases.] 

Sets a 2045 goal of powering all retail electricity sold in California and state agency electricity needs with renewable and zero-carbon resources — those such as solar and wind energy that do not emit climate-altering greenhouse gases. Updates the state’s Renewables Portfolio Standard to ensure that by 2030 at least 60 percent of California’s electricity is renewable. Requires the CEC, Public Utilities Commission and Air Resources Board to use programs under existing laws to achieve 100 percent clean electricity and issue a joint policy report on SB 100 by 2021 and every four years thereafter. 
· Assembly Bill (AB) 32[footnoteRef:6] - Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006  [6:  AB 32 (Statutes of 2006, chapter 488)] 

AB 32 created a comprehensive program to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions in California. GHG reduction strategies include a reduction mandate of 1990 levels by 2020 and a cap-and-trade program. AB 32 also designates the California Air Resources Board (CARB) as the state agency charged with monitoring and regulating sources of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and requires CARB to develop a Scoping Plan that describes the approach California will take to reduce GHGs. CARB must update the plan at least once every five years.
Additional information: 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=200520060AB32; https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/ab-32-climate-change-scoping-plan 
Applicable Law: California Health and Safety Code §§ 38500 et. seq. 
· Senate Bill (SB) 32 - California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: emissions limit
SB 32 expands on AB 32 by requiring that CARB ensure statewide GHG emissions are reduced to 40% below the 1990 level by no later than December 31, 2030. SB 32 further requires that these emission reductions are achieved in a manner that benefits the state’s most disadvantaged communities and is transparent and accountable to the public and the Legislature.
Additional information: 
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201520160SB32 
Applicable Law: California Health and Safety Code § 38566.
Reference Documents
Refer to the link below for information about past CEC Geothermal Program research projects and activities: 
· Geothermal Resources Development Account (GRDA) Law and Regulations (ca.gov) at https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/geothermal-grant-and-loan-program/geothermal-resources-development 
· Geothermal Program dashboard collection at https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/geothermal-grant-and-loan-program 
C. [bookmark: _Toc231202190]Key Words/Terms
	Key Word/Term
	Definition

	Applicant
	The entity that applies to this solicitation. 

	Application
	An applicant’s written response to this solicitation.

	Authorized Representative
	The person signing the application form who has authority to enter into an agreement with the CEC. 

	California Native American tribe 
	A Native American tribe located in California that is on the contact list maintained by the Native American Heritage Commission for the purposes of Chapter 905 of the Statutes of 2004 (Pub. Resources Code, § 21073).

	California Tribal Organization
	A corporation, association, or group controlled, sanctioned, or chartered by a California Native American tribe that is subject to its laws, the laws of the State of California, or the laws of the United States.

	CAM
	Commission Agreement Manager, the person designated by the CEC to oversee the performance of an agreement resulting from this solicitation and to serve as the main point of contact for the grant recipient.

	CAO
	Commission Agreement Officer, the person designated by the CEC to oversee the internal administrative processes and serve as the main point of contact for solicitation applicants. 

	CCR
	California Code of Regulations, CCR Sections 1660 to 1665, relate to the CEC’s Geothermal Grant and Loan Program. 

	CEC
	State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission or the California Energy Commission.

	CEC funds
	Geothermal Grant and Loan Program grant funds are awarded under this solicitation. Also referred to as grant funds.

	CEQA
	California Environmental Quality Act, PRC Section 21000 et seq.

	County of Origin
	As defined in PRC Section 3806, means any county in which the United States has leased lands for geothermal development.

	Critical Minerals
	The Energy Act of 2020 defines a “critical mineral” as (1) a non-fuel mineral or mineral material essential to economic and national security (2) that has a supply chain vulnerable to disruption, (3) that serves an essential function in the manufacturing of a product, and (4) whose absence would have significant consequences for our economy or national security. More information can be found in the report, “Critical Materials & Critical Minerals in California.” Source: Business.ca.gov

	Days
	Days refer to calendar days.

	Disadvantaged Community
	These are communities designated pursuant to Health and Safety Code section 39711 as representing the top 25% scoring census tracts from CalEnviroScreen, along with other areas with high amounts of pollution and low populations as identified by the California Environmental Protection Agency. 

	ECAMS
	Energy Commission Agreement Management System, the application portal. 

	Eligible Project Focus 
	Refers to the scope of projects eligible for funding, as defined in PRC Section 3823 and specifically delineated in Section II.C. of this solicitation. 

	Eligible Applicants
	A Local Jurisdiction as defined in PRC Section 3807, or a Private Entity as defined in PRC Section 3809. 

	Extraction of Critical Minerals from Geothermal Brine 
	The process of removing critical minerals from the geothermal brine using selective materials and chemical processes. Extraction of critical minerals is also referred to as mineral recovery.

	FOA
	Funding Opportunity Announcement.

	Geothermal Brine
	A hot and concentrated saline solution that has circulated through very hot rocks of geothermal areas and is enriched with minerals, such as lithium, boron, and potassium

	Geothermal Resources
	The U.S. Department of Energy defines Geothermal resources as reservoirs of hot salty water (brine) that naturally exist at varying temperatures and depths below the Earth's surface. Geothermal wells, ranging from a few feet to several miles deep, can be drilled into underground reservoirs to tap steam and very hot brine that can be brought to the surface for use in a variety of applications, including electricity generation, direct use, and heating and cooling. 

	GRDA
	Geothermal Resources Development Account, established by PRC Section 3820, provides funding for the CEC's Geothermal Grant and Loan Program.

	Key Personnel
	Individuals who are critical to the project due to their experience, knowledge, and/or capabilities.

	Local Jurisdiction
	As defined in PRC Section 3807, means any unit of Indian government, any city, county, or district, including, but not limited to, a regional planning agency and a public utility district, or any combination thereof formed for the joint exercise of any power, except that “public utility district” does not include any public utility district which generates for sale more than 50 megawatts gross of electricity.

	Low-Income Community
	Communities within census tracts with median household incomes at or below 80 percent of the statewide median income or the applicable low-income threshold listed in the state income limits updated by the Department of Housing and Community Development. (https://www.hcd.ca.gov/grants-and-funding/income-limits)

	Major Subrecipient 
	A Subrecipient that is budgeted to receive $100,000 or more of CEC funds, not including any equipment or match funds that the Subrecipient may provide. 

	NOPA
	Notice of Proposed Award, a public notice by CEC staff that identifies proposed grant recipients.

	PRC
	California Public Resources Code, one of 29 Codes that contain state statutes. A compilation of most state environmental laws, from oceans to forests. The PRC contains 74 Divisions. Numerous parts, chapters, and articles contain hundreds of code sections, or individual statutes. PRC Sections 3800 to 3827 relate to the CEC’s Geothermal Grant and Loan Program. 

	Principal Investigator
	The technical lead for the applicant’s project, who is responsible for overseeing the project; in some instances, the Principal Investigator and Project Manager may be the same person. 

	Private Entity
	As defined in PRC Section 3809, means any individual or organization engaged in the exploration and development of geothermal energy for profit.

	Project Manager
	The person designated by the applicant to oversee the project and to serve as the main point of contact for the CEC. In some instances, the Principal Investigator and Project Manager may be the same person. 

	Project Partner
	A person or entity that contributes financially or otherwise to the project (e.g., match funding, provision of a test demonstration or deployment site) and does not receive CEC funds. 

	Recipient
	A person or entity receiving a grant award under this solicitation. “Recipient” may be used interchangeably with “grant recipient”.

	Solicitation
	Grant Funding Opportunity, which refers to this entire document, including all attachments, exhibits, any addenda, written notices, and questions and answers (“solicitation” may be used interchangeably with “Grant Funding Opportunity” or GFO”). 

	Subrecipient 
	A person or entity that receives grant funds directly from a grant Recipient and is entrusted to make decisions about how to conduct some of the grant’s activities. A Subrecipient’s role involves discretion over grant activities and is not merely just selling goods or services.

	Sub-Subrecipient
	Has the same meaning as a Subrecipient except that it receives grant funds from a Subrecipient or any lower-tier level of a Sub-Subrecipient.

	State
	State of California

	TRL
	Technology readiness level, a method for estimating the maturity of technologies during the acquisition phase of a program. 
Source: U.S. Department of Energy, “Technology Readiness Assessment Guide”. https://www2.lbl.gov/dir/assets/docs/TRL%20guide.pdf 

	Tribal Lands
	Tribal lands includes:
· Land which is located within the boundaries of an Indian reservation, pueblo, or rancheria.
· Land not located within the boundaries of an Indian reservation, pueblo or rancheria, the title to which is held:
· in trust by the United States for the benefit of an Indian tribe or an individual Indian
· by an Indian tribe or an individual Indian, subject to restriction against alienation under laws of the United States
· by a dependent Indian community
· Land held under a long-term land lease (as a minimum, for the useful life of the proposed project) by an Indian tribe.
· Lands held in fee simple (purchased or owned) by an Indian tribe.

	Unit of Indian Government
	[bookmark: _Hlk158902792]A California Native American tribe or a subdivision, agency, department, county, parish, municipality, or other unit of the government thereof, and includes, but is not limited to, a tribal public utility district.

	Vendor
	A person or entity that sells goods or services to the grant Recipient, Subrecipient, or any lower-tiered level of Sub-Subrecipient, in exchange for some of the grant funds, and does not make decisions about how to perform the grant’s activities. The Vendor’s role is ministerial and does not involve discretion over grant activities.



D. [bookmark: _Project_Focus][bookmark: _Toc458602324][bookmark: _Toc81377101][bookmark: _Toc231202191]Funding
[bookmark: _Toc231202192]Amount Available and Minimum/ Maximum Funding Amounts
Up to $3 million in cost-share grant funding from CEC is available under this solicitation.
The minimum and maximum funding amounts depend on the federal funding opportunity the applicant is applying to. The minimum and maximum funding amounts can be found in the Eligible Federal Funding Opportunities (Section II.B.). A CEC award under this solicitation is contingent on receipt of an award under one of the federal funding opportunities listed in Section II.B. 
The CEC award cannot exceed the amount of the federal award. If an applicant applies for CEC funds that exceed the federal award, the CEC will reduce the CEC award to the federal award amount.
Cost Share Requirements
The CEC may provide up to 100% of the federal project's amount as cost share for projects awarded under the Eligible Federal Funding Opportunities (Section II.B.), based on CEC funds availability. 
Note that at least 70% of the combined CEC and federal award amount must be spent within California. 
The CEC will proceed with Phase II only after the applicant submits evidence of the required match share, as applicable, and evidence of the federal award for which the applicant is seeking a cost-share award from the CEC. Refer to Eligible Federal Funding Opportunities (Section II.B.) for the deadlines to provide this documentation.
Change in Scope, Project Site, or Funding Amount
Any change, including changes to the project scope or total project cost, may affect the project's eligibility to receive CEC funds.
As part of the post-federal funding award confirmation of Phase II, the Post Federal Award Proposal Change Summary (Attachment 15) must be filled out and submitted. See Section III.D. for the full list of documentation required in Phase II. The CEC will score the application. After Phase II scoring, projects proposed for award will be notified in a Notice of Proposed Award (NOPA). 
[bookmark: _Toc231202193]Change in Funding Amount
Along with any other rights and remedies available to it, the CEC reserves the right to:
· Increase or decrease the available funding and the minimum/maximum grant award amounts described in this section.
· Allocate any additional or unawarded funds to passing applications, in rank order.
· Reduce funding to an appropriate amount if the budgeted funds do not provide full funding for agreements. In this event, the proposed grant recipient and CAM will attempt to reach an agreement on a reduced Scope of Work commensurate with available funding.
· Reduce funding or cancel an award if federal funding for the proposed project becomes unavailable, is reduced, or is deleted.
E. [bookmark: _Key_Activities_Schedule][bookmark: _Toc231202194][bookmark: _Toc458602325][bookmark: _Toc81377102]Match Funding Considerations
· Federal awarded applications under eligible FOAs listed in Section II.B. may use the federal funding to satisfy the minimum match funding requirement under this solicitation. However, the federal award must equal or exceed the CEC funding amount.
· At least 70% of the combined CEC and federal award amount must be spent within California.  
· For local jurisdiction applicants, match funding is not required (see Section I.C., Key Words/Terms for definition). 
· For private entity applicants, match funding is required in the amount of at least 100% of the requested CEC grant funds (see Section I.C., Key Words/Terms for definition). 
· For Phase I, applicants are not required to submit a commitment letter from the federal agency that issued the eligible FOA. In Phase II, evidence of the federal award will serve as a commitment for the match funds and will be verified. 
· Applications that include additional match funding beyond the minimum required, as applicable, may receive additional points during the scoring process (see Scoring Criteria in Section IV.F.). In this case, commitment letters are required for any additional match funding beyond the federal award. 
Table 1: Match Funding for Phase I
	Eligible Applicants
	Statutory Match Funding Requirements
	Documents Required

	Local Jurisdiction
	0%
	For additional match beyond federal award: Commitment letter (see Section IV.F.)

	Private Entity
	Minimum 100%
(Anticipated federal award considered as match funding)
	For additional match beyond federal award: Commitment letter (see Section IV.F.)





Table 2: Match Funding for Phase II
	Eligible Applicants
	Statutory Match Funding Requirements
	Documents Required

	Local Jurisdiction
	0%
	· Proof of Federal Award
· Updated Commitment letter (see Section IV.F.)

	Private Entity
	Minimum 100%
(Anticipated federal award considered as match funding)
	· Proof of Federal Award
· Updated Commitment letter (see Section IV.F.)



· “Match funds” includes cash or in-kind (non-cash) contributions provided by the applicant, subrecipients, or other parties, including pilot testing, demonstration, and/or deployment sites (e.g., test site staff services) that will be used in performance of the proposed project. 
“Match funds” do not include CEC awards, future/contingent awards from other entities (public or private), the cost or value of the project work site, or the cost or value of structures or other improvements affixed to the project work site permanently or for an indefinite period of time (e.g., photovoltaic systems). 
Definitions of “match funding” categories are listed below:
· “Cash” match means funds that are in the grant recipient’s possession or proposed by a match partner and clearly identified in a support letter, and are reserved for the proposed project, meaning that they have not been committed for use or pledged as match for any other project. Cash match can include funding awards earned or received from other agencies for the proposed technologies or study (but not for the identical work). Proof that the funds exist as cash is required. Cash match will be considered more favorably than in-kind contributions during the scoring phase.
· “In-Kind” match can be in the form of goods, or services that are not reimbursed with CEC funds such as labor (if reasonable and justified) donated space, existing equipment, existing supplies, services provided by a third-party or subrecipient, and other expendable property in support of the project. The value of the in-kind match is based on the fair market value of the goods and services provided at the time it is claimed as match. The value of existing equipment must be prorated for its use in the project, and depreciated or amortized over the term of the project using generally accepted accounting principles (GAAP). Labor rates for hours donated by non-employees who are not paid for their time must be consistent with those paid for similar work. Cost allocations must be reasonable and allocable to the proposed project. In-kind match share must be included in the agreement budget.
The grant recipient is expected to maintain appropriate documentation to support the fair market value of all in-kind match including match donated by third parties or major subrecipients. 
· Match funds must be spent only during the agreement term, either before or concurrently with CEC funds or in accordance with an approved Match Fund Spending Plan. Match funds also must be reported in invoices submitted to the CEC. 
· All applications that include match funds other than federal awarded applications under eligible FOAs must submit commitment letters, including applicants, subrecipients, sub-subrecipients, and vendors, that: (1) identify the source(s) of the funds; (2) justify the dollar value claimed; (3) provide an unqualified (i.e., without reservation or limitation) commitment that guarantees the availability of the funds for the project; and (4) provide a strategy for replacing the funds if they are significantly reduced or lost. Please see the Commitment and Support Letters Form, Attachment 7. Commitment and support letters must be submitted with the application to be considered. 
· Any match pledged in an application must be consistent. For example, in the ECAMS system and in the Budget Attachment, applicants will be asked to enter the project’s total match funding. The amounts listed in those places should be consistent with the amount or dollar value described in the commitment letter(s) (e.g., if $5,000 “cash in hand” funds are pledged in a commitment letter, the match amounts entered in the ECAMS system and in the Budget must match this amount). If the amounts listed in an application are inconsistent, the total amount pledged in the commitment letter(s) will be considered for match funding points.
· Examples of preferred match share:
· “Travel” refers to all travel required to complete the tasks identified in the Scope of Work. Travel includes in-state and out-of-state, and travel to conferences. Use of match funds for out-of-state travel is encouraged, as the CEC discourages and may not approve the use of its funds for such travel. If an applicant plans to travel to conferences, including registration fees, they must use match funds. 
· “Equipment” is an item with a unit cost of at least $5,000 and a useful life of at least one year. Purchasing equipment with match funding is encouraged as there are no disposition requirements at the end of the agreement for such equipment. Typically, grant recipients may continue to use equipment purchased with CEC funds if the use is consistent with the intent of the original agreement. 
· “Materials” under Materials and Miscellaneous are items under the agreement that do not meet the definition of Equipment (unit cost of at least $5,000 and a useful life of at least one year). Using match funds for purchasing items such as laptops, notebooks and/or personal tablets is encouraged, as CEC funds for these purchases is not allowed. 
F. [bookmark: _Toc231202195]Key Activities Schedule
Key activities, dates, and times for this solicitation and for agreements resulting from this solicitation are presented below. An addendum will be released if the dates change for activities that appear in bold.
	ACTIVITY
	DATE
	TIME[footnoteRef:7]  [7:  Pacific Standard Time or Pacific Daylight Time, whichever is being observed.] 


	Solicitation Release
	June 4, 2026
	

	Pre-Application Workshop 
	June 16, 2026
	10:00 a.m.

	Deadline for Written Questions[footnoteRef:8] [8:  This deadline does not apply to non-technical questions (e.g., administrative questions concerning application format requirements or attachment instructions), including questions regarding application submission in the ECAMS system or to questions that address an ambiguity, conflict, discrepancy, omission, or other error in the solicitation. Such questions may be submitted to the Commission Agreement Officer listed in Section I.H. at any time prior to 5:00 p.m. of the application deadline date. Please see Section I.H. for additional information.] 

	On-going
	

	Anticipated Distribution of Questions and Answers
	Answers will be posted periodically
	

	Deadline to Submit Pre-Federal Funding Award Applications (Phase I)
	Refer to Section II.B.
	5:00 p.m.[footnoteRef:9] [9:  Please see Section I.H. Questions and Section III.A. Method for Delivery for more information. On deadline to submit Pre-Federal Funding Award Applications (Phase I), refer to Section II.B.] 


	Anticipated Notice of Letter of Intent
	At least a week prior to the federal funding submission deadline.
	

	Deadline to submit Post Federal Award Applications (Phase II)
	No later than 30 days after federal funding award 
	

	Anticipated Notice of Proposed Award (NOPA) Posting Date
	No later than 60 days after submitting the evidence of federal funding award 
	

	Anticipated CEC Business Meeting Date 
	90 days after the CEC receives the federal award documentation
	

	Anticipated Agreement Start Date 
	30 days after the CEC Business Meeting
	

	Anticipated Agreement End Date 
	No later than three years from the execution of the agreement.
	


G. [bookmark: _Notice_of_Pre-Application][bookmark: _Toc458602326][bookmark: _Toc81377103][bookmark: _Toc231202196]Notice of Pre-Application Workshop
CEC staff will hold one Pre-Application Workshop to discuss this solicitation with potential applicants. Participation is optional but encouraged. The Pre-Application Workshop will be held remotely. Applicants may attend the workshop via the internet (Zoom, see instructions below) or via conference call on the date and at the time and location listed below. Please refer to the CEC's website at www.energy.ca.gov/contracts/index.html to confirm the date and time. Please be aware that the meeting will be recorded.
Pre-Application Workshops are an opportunity for interested applicants to listen to a structured presentation on all aspects of the solicitation and the application process, and an opportunity to ask questions to CEC staff about the solicitation. Participation is optional but encouraged. Note that all questions asked during the pre-application workshop, or those submitted in writing to the Commission Agreement Officer as described below will be made available in a Q&A document along with the CEC's final answers to those questions. Q&A documents will be posted at this solicitation's funding page at https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/solicitations.
Pre-Application Workshop:
June 16, 2026
10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Virtual
Remote Access via Zoom
See Zoom Instructions
If you expect to attend a workshop, you are encouraged to RSVP.
Zoom Instructions:
To join the Zoom meeting, go to: https://energy.zoom.us/j/89292675156?pwd=mMiJTEVBMjKkD6aT2VjNPiEE8iRwgG.1  and enter the Meeting ID below and select “join from your browser”. Participants will then enter the meeting password listed below and their name. Participants will select the “Join” button. 
Meeting ID: 892 9267 5156
Meeting Password: 484809
Topic: Geothermal

Telephone Access Only:
Call 1-888 475 4499 (Toll Free) or 1-877 853 5257 (Toll Free). When prompted, enter the meeting number above. International callers may select a number from the Zoom International Dial-in Number List at: https://energy.zoom.us/u/adjzKUXvoy. To comment, dial *9 to “raise your hand” and *6 to mute/unmute your phone line.
Access by Mobile Device:
Download the application from the Zoom Download Center, https://energy.zoom.us/download.
Technical Support for Pre-Application Workshop:
· For assistance with problems or questions about joining or attending the meeting, please call Zoom Technical Support at 1-888-799-9666 ext. 2. You may also contact the CEC’s Public Advisor’s Office at publicadvisor@energy.ca.gov, or (916) 957-7910.
· System Requirements: To determine whether your computer is compatible, visit: http://support.-zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/201362023-System-requirements-for-Windows 
· If you need a reasonable accommodation to participate, please contact Erica Rodriguez by e-mail at Erica.Rodriguez@energy.ca.gov or (916) 764-5705 at least five days in advance. 
H. [bookmark: _Toc458602327][bookmark: _Toc81377104][bookmark: _Toc231202197][bookmark: _Toc336443625][bookmark: _Toc366671181][bookmark: _Toc219275088]Questions
During the solicitation process, for questions related only to the application submission in the ECAMS system, please contact ECAMS.SalesforceSupport@energy.ca.gov. Through that email address, applicants will be able to access a team of technical assistants who can answer questions about application submission. Please also see Section III.A. for additional information about the ECAMS system.
For all other questions, including all technical and administrative questions that are not related to submission of applications in the ECAMS system, please contact the Commission Agreement Officer (CAO) listed below:
During the solicitation process, direct questions to the CAO listed below:
Marissa Sutton, Commission Agreement Officer
California Energy Commission
715 P Street, MS-18-
Sacramento, California, 95814
E-mail: marissa.sutton@energy.ca.gov
Applicants may ask questions at the Pre-Application Workshops and may submit written questions via email. However, all technical questions must be received by the deadline listed in the “Key Activities Schedule” above. Questions received after the deadline may be answered at the CEC's discretion. Non-technical questions (e.g., administrative questions concerning application format requirements or attachment instructions) may be submitted to the CAO at any time prior to 5:00 p.m. of the application deadline date. Similarly, questions related to submission of applications in the ECAMS system may be submitted to ECAMS.SalesforeSupport@energy.ca.gov at any time prior to 5:00 p.m. of the application deadline date. 
The questions and answers will also be posted on the CEC’s website at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/solicitations.
If an applicant discovers a conflict, discrepancy, omission, or other error in the solicitation at any time prior to 5:00 p.m. of the application deadline date, the applicant may notify the CAO in writing and request modification or clarification of the solicitation. The CEC, at its discretion, will provide modifications or clarifications by either an addendum to the solicitation or by written notice to all entities that requested the solicitation. At its discretion, the CEC may, in addition to any other actions it may choose, re-open the question/answer period to provide all applicants the opportunity to seek any further clarification required. 
Any verbal communication with a CEC employee or anyone else concerning this solicitation is not binding on the State and will in no way alter a specification, term, or condition of the solicitation. Therefore, all communication should be directed in writing to the assigned CAO.
I. [bookmark: _Toc522777845][bookmark: _Toc26361578][bookmark: _Toc81377105][bookmark: _Toc231202198]Applicants’ Admonishment
This solicitation contains application requirements and instructions. Applicants are responsible for carefully reading the entire solicitation, asking appropriate questions in a timely manner, ensuring that all solicitation requirements are met, submitting all required responses in a complete manner by the required date and time, and carefully rereading the solicitation before submitting an application. In particular, please carefully read the Screening and Scoring Criteria and Grounds to Reject an Application or Cancel an Award in Section IV.C., and the relevant Geothermal Grant and Loan Program terms and conditions located under “Reliability, Renewable Energy and Decarbonization Incentives Funding Information” at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources 
[bookmark: _Toc433981277][bookmark: _Toc395180625][bookmark: _Toc382571127][bookmark: _Toc381079868]Applicants are solely responsible for the cost of developing applications. This cost cannot be charged to the State. All submitted documents will become publicly available records and property of the State after the CEC posts the NOPA or the solicitation is cancelled. Only submit information you want made public. Applicants shall not submit any confidential information as part of their applications. No portion of your application will be considered confidential.
Reservation of the right to cancel the proposed award. 
[bookmark: _additional_requirements]In addition to any other right reserved to it under this solicitation or that it otherwise has, if the CEC determines, in its sole and absolute discretion, that if an agreement is not being successfully executed with an applicant in a timely manner, the CEC may cancel a proposed award and award funds to the next highest scoring applicant.
J. [bookmark: _Toc522777846][bookmark: _Toc26361579][bookmark: _Toc143172707][bookmark: _Toc231202199]Additional Requirements Regarding Environmental Review
Environmental Review. Prior to approval, the CEC must comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and other requirements. To comply with CEQA, the CEC must have CEQA-related information from applicants and sometimes other entities, such as local governments, in a timely manner. Unfortunately, even with this information, the CEC may not be able to complete its CEQA review within a reasonable timeframe. For example, if a project requires an Environmental Impact Report, the process to complete it can take many months. For these reasons, it is critical that applicants organize applications in a manner that minimizes the time required for the CEC to comply with CEQA and provide all CEQA-related information to the CEC in a timely manner such that the CEC is able to complete its review within a reasonable timeframe.
Reservation of right to cancel proposed award. In addition to any other right reserved to it under this solicitation or that it otherwise has, if the CEC determines, in its sole and absolute discretion, that the CEQA review associated with a proposed project would not likely be completed within a reasonable timeframe, the CEC may cancel a proposed award and award funds to the next highest scoring applicant, regardless of the originally proposed applicant’s diligence in submitting information and materials for CEQA review. Examples of situations that may arise related to CEQA review include, but are not limited to: 
Example 1: If another state agency or local jurisdiction, such as a city or county, has taken the role of lead agency under CEQA, the CEC’s review may be delayed while waiting for a determination from the lead agency.
Example 2: If the proposed work is part of a larger project for which a detailed environmental analysis has been or will be prepared by another state agency or local jurisdiction, the CEC’s review may be delayed as a result of waiting for a supplemental or initial analysis, respectively, from the other agency.
Example 3: If the nature of the proposed work is such that a project is not categorically or otherwise exempt from the requirements of CEQA, and an Initial Study or other detailed environmental analysis appears to be necessary, the CEC’s review, or the lead agency’s review, may take longer than the time available to encumber the funds. If an Initial Study, Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration, Environmental Impact Report, or similar document[footnoteRef:10] has already been completed by another state agency or a local jurisdiction, serving as the lead agency, the applicant must ensure that such an analysis covers the work in the proposed project, or must obtain a revised analysis and determination from the lead agency reviewing the proposed project. [10:  This catch-all refers to other types of environmental reviews, such as those prepared under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).] 

Example 4: If the proposed project clearly falls under a statutory or categorical exemption, or is project for which another state agency or local jurisdiction has already completed its environmental review and adopted CEQA findings that the project will cause no significant effect on the environment, the project will likely have greater success in attaining rapid completion of CEQA requirements.
The above examples are not exhaustive of instances in which the CEC may or may not be able to comply with CEQA within a reasonable timeframe and are only provided as further clarification for potential applicants. Applicants are encouraged to contact potential lead and responsible agencies under CEQA as early as possible. Please plan applications accordingly. 
K. [bookmark: _Match_Funding][bookmark: _Toc231202200]CEC’s Rights and Remedies
Any process explained in this solicitation is in addition to, and does not restrict, any other rights and remedies available to the CEC.



[bookmark: _Toc336443618][bookmark: _Toc366671173][bookmark: _Toc310513471][bookmark: _Toc81377109][bookmark: _Toc231202201][bookmark: _Toc198951306][bookmark: _Toc201713533][bookmark: _Toc217726087][bookmark: _Toc219275083]II. Eligibility Requirements
A. [bookmark: _Toc81377110][bookmark: _Toc231202202]Applicant Eligibility 
This solicitation is open to all (1) private entities, defined as any individual or organization engaged in the exploration and development of geothermal energy for profit, and (2) local jurisdictions, defined as any unit of Indian government, any city, county, or district, including, but not limited to, a regional planning agency and a public utility district, or any combination thereof formed for the joint exercise of any power, with the exception of public utility districts which generate for sale more than 50 megawatts gross of electricity. For purposes of this solicitation, a unit of Indian government is defined as a California Native American tribe or a subdivision, agency, department, county, parish, municipality, or other unit of the government thereof, and includes, but is not limited to, a tribal public utility district.
Federal agencies, national laboratories, state universities, and state agencies are not eligible for funding; however, they may be eligible as project partners or subrecipients. Local jurisdictions and private entities are eligible for funding as grant recipients. They can also be project partners and subrecipients. 
Local Jurisdiction:
All local jurisdiction applicants must submit with their application a resolution from their governing body approving submittal of the application). (See Attachment 11, Local Jurisdiction Resolution.) 
It is important to note that the program statute establishes that any local jurisdiction is eligible for funding irrespectively of whether the local jurisdiction is a County of origin. As defined in Section I.C., Key Words/Terms of this solicitation, the “County of origin” means any county in which the United States has leased lands for geothermal development.
Private Entities:
All private entities must: (1) provide a 100% match; (2) provide tangible benefits, as determined by the CEC, to a local jurisdiction; and (3) if awarded funding, provide documentation that receipt of the grant is approved by the city, county, or California Native American Tribe reservation within which the project is to be located.
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B. [bookmark: _Toc231202203]Eligible Federal Funding Opportunities 
Table 3: Federal FOAs Eligible for CEC Cost Share Solicitation
	FOA Number and Title
	CEC Application Due Date (Phase I – Pre Federal Award)
	 Minimum CEC Cost Share Award*
	 Maximum CEC Cost Share Award*
	Maximum Total Funding for CEC Cost Share Across Awards
	Eligible Topic Area/Areas of Interest

	DE-FOA-0003589
Critical Minerals and Materials Accelerator Notice of Funding Opportunity
	June 29, 2026
	Topic Area 3A:
No minimum
Topic Area 3C:
$200,000
	Topic Area 3A:
$2,000,000 
Topic Area 3C:
$1,000,000 
	Topic Area 3A:
$2,000,000
Topic Area 3C:
$1,000,000
	Topic Area 3: Cost-competitive direct lithium extraction, separation, and processing.
Topic Area 3A: Cost-competitive direct lithium extraction.
Topic Area 3C: Exploration and characterization of critical materials and rare earth elements from volcanically hosted geothermal systems. 


*The CEC award cannot exceed the amount of the federal award. If an applicant applies for CEC funds that exceed the federal award, the CEC will reduce the CEC award to the federal award amount.

[bookmark: _Toc381079914][bookmark: _Toc382571176][bookmark: _Toc395180678][bookmark: _Toc433981305][bookmark: _Toc81377111]
C. [bookmark: _Toc81377100][bookmark: _Toc231202204]Eligible Project Focus 
Eligible projects under this solicitation must relate to the development of geothermal energy resources and/or the recovery of critical minerals from geothermal brine per Public Resources Code 3823. The Eligible federal funding opportunities eligible for CEC cost share under this solicitation are listed in Section II.B. 
In order to be eligible for funding under this solicitation, projects must fall within one of the following project types. Applicants will select the applicable project type in the Application Form (Attachment 1).
A. Undertaking research and development projects relating to geothermal resource assessment and exploration, and direct-use and electric generation technology
For example, a project that focuses on geothermal exploration in a specific area to estimate the technical capacity for geothermal energy generation to support future investment projects. Or a project focused on research on the technical feasibility of new technologies, such as enhanced geothermal and its applications
B. Local and regional planning and policy development and implementation necessary for compliance with programs required by local, state, or federal laws and regulations.
For example, a study that supports the planning and policy development process for new geothermal projects or related activities, such as a cultural impact assessment or environmental impact assessment needed for a California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process or certificate.
C. Identification of feasible measures that will mitigate the adverse impacts of the development or production of geothermal resources, the extraction of minerals from geothermal brines, and related activities, and the adoption of ordinances, regulations, and guidelines to implement those measures.
For example, a project that conducts noise studies or plugs and abandons wells to help develop an ordinance or regulation that focuses on avoiding the environmental impacts of geothermal-related activities. 
D. Collecting baseline data and conducting environmental monitoring.
For example, a project conducting long-term groundwater, air quality, seismicity, or land monitoring for the effects of geothermal development or its activities. 
E. Preparation or revision of geothermal resource elements, or geothermal components of energy elements, for inclusion in the local general plan, zoning and other ordinances, and related planning and environmental documents.
For example, a project to support sustainable energy development by ensuring geothermal resources are properly recognized, protected, and utilized in local land use and environmental planning.
F. Administrative costs incurred by the local jurisdiction that are attributable to the development or production of geothermal resources, the extraction of minerals from geothermal brines, and related activities.
For example, a study that supports local governments in cost-recovery planning, fee structure development, and policy advocacy related to the development of geothermal resources.
G. Monitoring and inspecting geothermal facilities and related activities to assure compliance with applicable laws, regulations, and ordinances.
For example, a project focusing on monitoring and inspecting geothermal and related facilities to ensure compliance with state laws and regulations. 
H. Identifying, researching, and implementing feasible measures that will mitigate the adverse impacts of the development or production of geothermal resources, extraction of minerals from geothermal brines, and related activities, including mitigation measures that provide community benefits directly or indirectly related to adverse social and economic impacts.
For example, a study that helps identify and implement mitigation measures of adverse social and economic impacts in a specific community near geothermal activity. 
I. Planning, constructing, providing, operating, and maintaining those public services and facilities that are necessitated by, and result from, the development or of geothermal resources, the extraction of minerals from geothermal brines, and related activities.
For example, a project to install geothermal heat pumps for heating a public facility, such as a school or hospital, near a geothermal resource area. 
J. Undertaking projects demonstrating the technical and economic feasibility of geothermal direct heat and electrical generation applications.
For example, a project to assess and demonstrate the technical and economic feasibility of using low-to-moderate temperature geothermal resources for direct-use heating and small-scale electrical generation in a rural or tribal community.
K. Undertaking projects for the enhancement, restoration, or preservation of natural resources, including, but not limited to, water quality improvement, fisheries enhancement, and park and recreation facilities and areas.
For example, analyzing plants, fish populations, soil, or parasites near a developed geothermal facility can help restore natural resources in the area.
L. In furtherance of the state’s zero-emission vehicle and energy storage objectives, undertaking projects to recover lithium, metals, agricultural products, and other beneficial minerals from highly mineralized geothermal brines at a geothermal facility that is in a disadvantaged community and provides local employment opportunities.
For example, a project can focus on demonstrating the technology to assess performance and evaluate the feasibility of lithium recovery from geothermal brine at an existing facility.
D. [bookmark: _Toc231202205]Terms and Conditions
Each grant agreement resulting from this solicitation will include terms and conditions that set forth the grant recipient’s rights and responsibilities. By submitting an application in the Energy Commission Energy Management System (ECAMS) system, each applicant agrees to enter into an agreement with the CEC to conduct the proposed project according to the Geothermal Standard terms and conditions. In addition, if a California Native American tribe or Tribal Organization with sovereign immunity is proposed for award, the Special Terms and Conditions for California Native American Tribes and Tribal Organizations with Sovereign Immunity will be included as part of the grant agreement. 
All terms and conditions for the Geothermal Grant and Loan Program are under “Reliability, Renewable Energy and Decarbonization Incentives Funding Information” at https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources. Please refer to the applicable terms and conditions. Failure to agree to the terms and conditions by taking actions such as failing to provide the required authorizations and certifications or indicating that acceptance is based on modification of the terms may result in rejection of the application. Applicants must read the terms and conditions carefully. The CEC reserves the right to modify the terms and conditions prior to executing grant agreements. 
If a California Native American tribe is listed as a proposed awardee in NOPA, CEC staff must receive the following before bringing the proposed award to a CEC Business Meeting: 
1. A resolution or other authorizing document by the governing body of the Unit of Indian Government authorizing the entity to enter into the proposed agreement, and delegating authority to execute the agreement to an appropriate individual (attachment 11).
2. A limited waiver of sovereign immunity in the form and manner required by tribal law; and
3. A resolution or other authorizing document delegating authority to execute the agreement to an appropriate individual. 
The above requirements may be provided in one or more documents. The document(s) will be included as an exhibit to the resulting grant agreement. 
Delay in award. Any delay in the ability to provide such documentation may result in delayed award of the grant agreement. 
Reservation of right to cancel proposed award. Funds available under this solicitation have encumbrance deadlines which the CEC must meet to avoid expiration of the funds. In addition to any other rights reserved to it under this solicitation or that it otherwise has, the CEC reserves the right to cancel a proposed award if it determines, in its sole and absolute discretion, that the documentation described above would likely not be provided prior to an encumbrance deadline, and that the CEC’s ability to meet its encumbrance deadline may thereby be jeopardized. In this instance, the CEC may cancel the proposed award and award funds to the next highest scoring applicant.
E. [bookmark: _Toc81377112][bookmark: _Toc231202206]California Secretary of State Registration
All corporations, limited liability companies (LLCs), limited partnerships (LPs), and limited liability partnerships (LLPs) that conduct intrastate business in California are required to be registered and in good standing with the California Secretary of State prior to their project being recommended for approval at a CEC Business Meeting. If not currently registered with the California Secretary of State, applicants and project team members (e.g., subrecipients and even match fund partners) are encouraged to contact the Secretary of State’s Office as soon as possible to avoid potential delays in beginning the proposed project(s) (should the application be proposed for funding). Applicants should provide the exact legal names of entities included in their applications, along with any fictitious business names. Fictitious business names must be currently valid, i.e., not expired with the Secretary of State. As part of the CEC’s due diligence, particularly during the agreement development phase, CEC staff may request the supporting documentation regarding the above registration requirements.
For more information, contact the Secretary of State’s Office via its website at www.sos.ca.gov. Sole proprietors do not have to be registered with the California Secretary of State. However, the local government may require a business license, and if using a fictitious business name, registration of the name may be required. Sole proprietors must be able to provide required licenses and/or registration with the appropriate local government or evidence that such licenses and/or registration is not required, to the CEC prior to the project being recommended for approval at a CEC Business Meeting.
F. [bookmark: _Toc231202207]Disadvantaged & Low-income Communities / Tribal lands 
The CEC is committed to ensuring all Californians have an opportunity to participate in and benefit from programs and services. While it is not required to complete the project within a disadvantaged community and/or on tribal lands, projects located and benefiting disadvantaged and/or low-income communities and/or on tribal lands will be considered under the scoring criteria for this solicitation.
[bookmark: _Toc366671176]Low-income communities and households are defined as the census tracts and households, respectively, that are either at or below 80 percent of the statewide median income, or at or below the threshold designated as low-income by the California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD). Visit the California Department of Housing & Community Development site for the current HCD State Income Limits: http://www.hcd.ca.gov/grants-funding/income-limits/index.shtml. Disadvantaged communities are defined as areas representing census tracts scoring in the top 25% in CalEnviroScreen. For more information on disadvantaged communities and to determine if your project is in a disadvantaged community, use the California Communities Environmental Health Screening tool (CalEnviroScreen): https://oehha.ca.gov/calenviroscreen/report/calenviroscreen-40. 
Tribal lands for the purposes of this solicitation includes: 
· Land which is located within the boundaries of an Indian reservation, pueblo, or rancheria.
· Land not located within the boundaries of an Indian reservation, pueblo, or rancheria, the title to which is held: 
· in trust by the United States for the benefit of an Indian tribe or an individual Indian 
· by an Indian tribe or an individual Indian, subject to restriction against alienation under laws of the United States
· by a dependent Indian community
· Land held under a long-term land lease (as a minimum, for the useful life of the proposed project) by an Indian tribe. 
· Lands held in fee simple (purchased or owned) by an Indian tribe.
G. [bookmark: _Toc231202208]Executive Order N-6-22 – Russia Sanctions 
The budget must NOT identify that CEC funds will be spent outside the United States or for out-of-country travel. However, match funds may cover these costs if there are no legal restrictions. Recent legal restrictions may include Russian Sanctions as described below: 
On March 4, 2022, Governor Gavin Newsom issued Executive Order N-6-22 (the EO) regarding Economic Sanctions against Russia and Russian entities and individuals. “Economic Sanctions” refers to sanctions imposed by the U.S. government in response to Russia’s actions in Ukraine, as well as any sanctions imposed under state law. The EO directs state agencies to terminate contracts with, and to refrain from entering any new contracts with, individuals or entities that are determined to be a target of Economic Sanctions. 
By submitting a bid or proposal, Applicant represents that it is not a target of Economic Sanctions. Should the State determine that the Applicant is a target of Economic Sanctions or is conducting prohibited transactions with sanctioned individuals or entities, that shall be grounds for rejection of the Applicant’s bid/proposal any time prior to agreement execution, or, if determined after agreement execution, shall be grounds for termination by the State. The State shall provide the Recipient advance written notice of such termination, allowing the Recipient at least 30 calendar days to provide a written response. Termination shall be at the sole discretion of the State.
H. [bookmark: _Toc336443620][bookmark: _Toc366671175][bookmark: _Toc143172713][bookmark: _Toc231202209]Project Requirements
1. Project location
Field demonstration and deployment activities must be located in California. 
2. Project Focus
The Technical Approach section of the Project Narrative (Attachment 2) should describe, at a minimum:
[bookmark: _Toc395180693][bookmark: _Toc433981322][bookmark: _Toc381079922][bookmark: _Toc382571183]What major milestones will be accomplished during the project term? Give a short description of the milestone as well as why it is important to the overall development of the technology. See Section IV.F. for the full list of questions.
3. Knowledge Transfer Expenditures 
To maximize the impact of projects and promote the further development and deployment of Geothermal Program-funded technologies projects must include knowledge transfer activities. Appropriate knowledge transfer activities for this solicitation are listed in the Scope of Work (Attachment 12).


[bookmark: _Toc12770892][bookmark: _Toc219275109][bookmark: _Toc336443626][bookmark: _Toc366671182][bookmark: _Toc81377114][bookmark: _Toc231202210][bookmark: _Toc219275098]III. Application Submission Instructions
A. [bookmark: _Toc231202211][bookmark: _Toc201713573][bookmark: _Toc81377115][bookmark: _Toc219275111][bookmark: _Toc336443628][bookmark: _Toc366671184]Method For Delivery
The only method of submitting applications to this solicitation is the Energy Commission Agreement Management System (ECAMS), available at: https://ecams.energy.ca.gov. 
The CEC is providing a team of technical assistants to support applicants with this new process. Please email ECAMS.SalesforceSupport@energy.ca.gov for support. 
ECAMS allows applicants to complete and submit their application to the CEC prior to the date and time specified in this solicitation. Files uploaded to the system must be in Microsoft Word XP (.doc format) or newer and Excel Office Suite formats unless originally provided in the solicitation in another format. Attachments requiring signatures, such as match funding commitment letters, may be scanned and submitted in PDF format. Completed Budget Forms, Attachment, must be in Excel format. 
The deadline to submit applications through ECAMS system is 11:59 p.m. on the Deadline to Submit Applications date shown in the Key Activities Schedule, Section I.F. ECAMS automatically closes at 11:59 pm. If the full submittal process has not been completed before 11:59 p.m., your application will not be considered. 
The CEC strongly encourages Applicants to upload and submit all applications by 5:00 p.m. because CEC staff will not be available after 5:00 p.m. or on weekends to assist with the upload process. And please note that while we endeavor to assist all would-be applicants, we can’t guarantee staff will be available for in-person consultation on the due date, so please plan accordingly.  
Please give yourself ample time to complete all steps of the submission process: do not wait until right before the deadline to begin the process. Due to factors outside the CEC’s control and unrelated to ECAMS, upload times may be much longer than expected. For example, unexpected issues could occur, causing long delays that prevent timely submission. Please plan accordingly. For instructions on how to apply using the ECAMS system, please see the How to Apply document available on the CEC website at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources, under General Funding Information, Energy Commission Agreement Management System. 
First time users must register as a new user to access the system. There will be two types of user accounts to establish: 1) An organizational account, for the entity applying to the solicitation; and 2) user accounts for individuals who will be submitting the application on behalf of the organization.
Applicants will be required to upload all attachments marked “required” in the system in order for the application to be submitted.
B. [bookmark: _Toc231202212]Application Format and Page Limits
All items below are required as part of the application. Failure to provide any items may result in the disqualification of the application. Attachment requirements are expanded and explained below in this section and in the attachments themselves. 
Format: 
· Font: 11-point, Arial (excluding Excel spreadsheets, original template headers and footers, and commitment or support letters)
· Margins: No less than one inch on all sides (excluding headers and footers)
· Spacing: Single-spaced, with a blank line between each paragraph
· Signatures: Electronic or wet signatures 
· File Format: MS Word version 2007 or later (.doc or .docx format), and PDF files are acceptable.
Phase I Application:
	[bookmark: _Toc428191083][bookmark: _Toc81377116][bookmark: _Toc201713575][bookmark: _Toc219275113][bookmark: _Toc336443630][bookmark: _Toc366671186]Item
	Attachment Number
	Page Limitation

	Application Form
	Attachment 1
	None

	Project Narrative
	Attachment 2
	Ten (10) pages, excluding references 

	Project Team
	Attachment 3
	Two (2) pages for each resume

	Budget – Phase I 
	Attachment 4
	None

	CEQA Compliance Form
	Attachment 5
	None

	Past Project Information
	Attachment 6
	Two (2) pages for each project description

	Commitment and Support Letters 
	Attachment 7
	Two (2) pages, excluding the cover page

	Contacts
	Attachment 8
	None

	Applicant Declaration
	Attachment 9
	None


Phase II Application:
	Item
	Attachment Number
	Page Limitation

	Phase I Application
	Attachments 1 – 9
	Refer to Phase I Attachment Requirements

	Feasibility Study
	Attachment 10
	Twenty (20) pages

	Local Jurisdiction Resolution
	Attachment 11
	None

	Scope of Work
	Attachment 12
	Thirty (30) pages

	Project Schedule 
	Attachment 13
	None

	Budget – Phase II 
	Attachment 14
	None

	Post-Federal Award Proposal Change Summary
	Attachment 15
	None

	Federal Award Confirmation
	Attachment 16
	None

	Approved Federal Scope of Work
	Attachment 17
	None

	Approved Federal Budget
	Attachment 18
	None



C. [bookmark: _Toc87335025][bookmark: _Toc231202213][bookmark: _Toc81377118][bookmark: _Toc219275114][bookmark: _Toc336443632][bookmark: _Toc366671188]Application Content (For Phase I – Pre-Federal Funding Award Applications)
Below is a general description of each required section of a Phase I application. Please reference each individual attachment for a detailed description of the information requested by that attachment. Completeness in submitting all the information requested in each attachment will be factored into the application scoring. 
1. Application Form (Attachment 1)
This form requests basic information about the applicant and the project. The application must include an original Application Form that includes all requested information. The Application Form must be signed by an authorized representative of the applicant’s organization.
2. Project Narrative Form (Attachment 2)
This form will include the majority of the applicant’s responses to the Scoring Criteria in Section IV.F. 
3. Project Team Form (Attachment 3)
This form identifies by name all key personnel assigned to the project, including the project manager and principal investigator (if applicable), and individuals employed by any major subrecipient (a major subrecipient is a subrecipient receiving at least $100,000 of CEC funds). Clearly describe their individual areas of responsibility. Include the information required for each individual, including a resume (maximum two pages). 
4. Budget Phase I (Attachment 4)
Because this solicitation is utilizing the new ECAMS system for submitting applications, applicants have two options for uploading a budget:
Option 1: Prime Applicant’s budget is both keyed directly into ECAMS and uploaded as an MS Excel attachment; the Prime Major Subrecipient(s) budgets are uploaded as MS Excel attachments. The new ECAMS system allows applicants to build the prime applicant’s budget directly into the system. At this time, there is no way to input major subrecipient budgets directly into the system. Instructions for inputting budget items into the ECAMS system are included at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/funding-resources.
Option 2: Upload all budgets (Prime and Major Subrecipients) as MS Excel attachments and leave the ECAMS budget sections blank. 
Instructions for completing the budgets can be found in Budget Category Guidance at the ECAMS Resources page. Read the instructions tab on the MS Excel attachments (Attachment 4) before completing the worksheets. Complete and submit information on all budget worksheets. The salaries, rates, and other costs entered on the worksheets will become a part of the final agreement. 
1) All project expenditures (match share and reimbursable) must be made within the Anticipated Agreement Start and End dates listed in the “Key Activities Schedule” (Section I.F.) of this solicitation manual. Match share requirements are discussed in Section I.D. and Section I.E. of this solicitation. The entire term of the agreement and projected rate increases must be considered when preparing the budget. 
2) The budget must reflect estimates for actual costs to be incurred during the agreement term. The CEC may only approve and reimburse for actual costs that are properly documented in accordance with the grant agreement terms and conditions. Rates and personnel shown must reflect the rates and personnel the applicant would include if selected as a Recipient. 
3) The rates proposed, except for Direct Labor and Fringe Benefits, are considered capped and may not change during the agreement term. Except for Direct Labor and Fringe Benefits, the grant recipient will only be reimbursed for actual rates and not to exceed the capped rates. The rates proposed for Direct Labor and Fringe Benefits are treated as estimates; a grant recipient can invoice at higher rates as long as it is only invoicing for actual expenditures it has made. If an applicant, by law, cannot agree to Direct Labor and Fringe Benefits rates being treated as estimates, the applicant can request to modify this term. This modification may be negotiated if the applicant is proposed for award. The CEC retains the sole right to refuse to agree to any requested modifications. The budget must NOT include any grant recipient profit from the proposed project, either as a reimbursed item, match share, or as part of overhead or general and administrative expenses (subrecipient profit is allowable, though the maximum percentage allowed is 10% of the total subrecipient rates for labor, and other direct and indirect costs as indicated in the Category Budget tab). Please review the terms and conditions and budget forms for additional restrictions and requirements.
4) The budget must allow for the expenses of all meetings and products described in the Scope of Work. Meetings may be conducted at the CEC or by conference call, as determined by the CAM.
5) Applicants must budget for permits and insurance. Permitting costs may be accounted for in match share. Permit costs and the expenses associated with obtaining permits are not reimbursable with CEC funds, with the exception of costs incurred by University of California grant recipients. 
6) The budget must NOT identify that CEC funds will be spent outside of the United States or for out-of-country travel. However, match funds may cover these costs if there are no legal restrictions.
7) Prevailing wage requirement: Projects that receive an award of public funds from the CEC often involve construction, alteration, demolition, installation, repair or maintenance work over $1,000. For this reason, projects that receive an award of public funds from the CEC are likely to be considered public works under the California Labor Code. See Chapter 1 of Part 7 of Division 2 of the California Labor Code, commencing with Section 1720 and Title 8, California Code of Regulations, Chapter 8, Subchapter 3, commencing with Section 16000.
Projects deemed to be public works require among other things the payment of prevailing wages, which can be significantly higher than non-prevailing wages.
By accepting this grant, the grant recipient as a material term of this agreement shall be fully responsible for complying with all California public works requirements including but not limited to payment of prevailing wage. Therefore, as a material term of this grant, the grant recipient must either:
a. Proceed on the assumption that the project is a public work and ensure that: 
i. prevailing wages are paid; and
the project budget for labor reflects these prevailing wage requirements; the project complies with all other requirements of prevailing wage law including but not limited to keeping accurate payroll records, and complying with all working hour requirements and apprenticeship obligations; 
or,
b. Timely obtain a legally binding determination from the Department of Industrial Relations or a court of competent jurisdiction before work begins on the project that the proposed project is not a public work.
5. California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Compliance Form (Attachment 5)
The CEC requires the information on this form to facilitate its evaluation of proposed activities under CEQA (PRC Section 21000 et. seq.), a law that requires state and local agencies in California to assess the potential environmental impacts of their proposed actions. The form will also help applicants to determine CEQA compliance obligations by identifying which proposed activities may be exempt from CEQA and which activities may require additional environmental review. If proposed activities are exempt from CEQA (such as paper studies), the worksheet will help to identify and document this. This form must be completed regardless of whether the proposed activities are considered a “project” under CEQA. 
Failure to complete the CEQA process in a timely manner after the CEC’s NOPA may, in the CEC’s sole discretion and without limiting any of the CEC’s other rights and remedies, result in the cancellation of a proposed award and allocation of funding elsewhere, such as to the next highest-scoring project.
6. Past Projects Information (Attachment 6)
The Past Projects Information Form asks for information about the Applicant and its major subrecipients’ past agreements with the CEC and other entities. 
7. Commitment and Support Letter Form (Attachment 7)
A commitment letter commits an entity or individual to providing the service or funding described in the letter. A support letter details an entity or individual’s support for the project. Commitment and Support Letters must be submitted with the application. Letters that are not submitted by the application deadline will not be reviewed and counted towards meeting the requirement specified in the solicitation.
1)  Match Funding and Project Site Commitment Letters 
· Federal awarded applications under eligible FOAs listed in Section II.B. may use the federal funding to satisfy the minimum match funding requirement under this solicitation. However, the federal award must equal or exceed the CEC funding amount.
· For Phase I, applicants are not required to submit a commitment letter from the federal agency that issued the eligible FOA. In Phase II, evidence of the federal award will serve as a commitment letter for the match funds and will be verified. 
· Applications that include additional match funding beyond the minimum required, as applicable, may receive additional points during the scoring process (see Scoring Criteria in Section IV.F.).
· Applicants that include match funds other than federal awarded applications under eligible FOAs must submit a match funding commitment letter from each entity that is committing to providing match funding. Each commitment letter must be signed by an authorized representative of each entity or by the individual that is making the commitment. A commitment letter must include all of the following: (1) identification of the source(s) of the funds; (2) justification of the dollar value claimed; (3) an unqualified (i.e. without reservation of limitation) commitment that guarantees the availability of the funds for the project and (4) a strategy for replacing the funds if they are significantly reduced or lost.
· Applicants must include a project site letter of commitment from the current owner of the project site. The letter must be signed and dated by the site owner or representative who is duly authorized to commit the site as a location for the proposed project. The letter must also contain a telephone number and email address to allow the CEC to contact the site owner or representative to confirm the commitment and authority to commit to the proposed project. If a proposed site is owned AND operated by the same entity or individual, the letter shall state so. The letter must indicate that the site owner will allow the applicant to perform the project through the end of the anticipated agreement end date, as described in the Key Activities Schedule in Section I.F. If the proposed project spans multiple sites with different owners, a letter from each owner must be submitted.
If a site is leased by the Applicant, access rights may be demonstrated by providing an executed lease for the land. If the current lease will expire prior to the anticipated agreement end date, the Applicant will be required to make a good faith effort to extend the agreement or secure a contractual right to access the site to continue operation through the end of the anticipated agreement end date.
· Project partners that are making contributions other than match funding, or a site commitment, and are not receiving CEC funds, must submit a commitment letter signed by an authorized representative that: (1) identifies how the partner will contribute to the project; and (2) unconditionally commits to making the contribution if the Recipient is awarded a CEC grant. 
2)  Support Letters
· All applicants must include at least one support letter from a project stakeholder (i.e., an entity or individual that will benefit from or be involved in the project) that: (1) describes the stakeholder’s interest or involvement in the project; (2) indicates the extent to which the project has the support of the relevant industry and/or organizations; and (3) describes any support it intends (but does not necessarily commit) to provide for the project.
Contacts (Attachment 8)
Individuals who are the authorized representatives for the CEC and the Applicant under this Agreement. Any official notices issued under the terms of this Agreement shall be addressed to the authorized official identified, unless otherwise identified in the Agreement.
Applicant Declaration (Attachment 9)
This form requests the applicant make certain declarations under penalty of perjury. This form must be signed by an authorized representative of the applicant’s organization
D. [bookmark: _Toc231202214]Application Content (For Phase II – Post Federal Funding Award Applications) 
Following receipt of the federal funding award under an eligible FOA listed in Table 3 in Section II.B. of this solicitation, applicants will need to re-submit the Phase I application attachments with any changes, as well as the following documents.

1. Feasibility Study (Attachment 10)
Resource development projects (i.e., eligible project types A, I, and L, as specified in Section II.C. of this solicitation) that will directly result in revenue or energy savings, shall include a feasibility study with the following information: 
A. A summary of conclusions. 
B. A description of the geothermal project. 
C. A discussion of the quality and availability of the geothermal resource, based on, but not limited to, technical evaluations such as water samplings, temperature and other logs, geophysical surveys, or flow tests. 
D. A schematic drawing including, but not limited to, well locations, distribution piping, structures, equipment, and controls. 
E. A table including, but not limited to a description of any new equipment, itemized capital costs in current dollars, annual operating costs for the new geothermal system, and annual energy savings in current dollars and energy units; and a cash flow analysis table including, but not limited to, year-by-year estimates in current dollars of the energy cost of any existing nongeothermal systems, the energy cost associated with the proposed geothermal system, operation and maintenance costs associated with the proposed geothermal system, net energy savings, debt service, and net cash flow.
2. Local Jurisdiction Resolution (Attachment 11)
All applications from local jurisdictions, including California Native American tribes and California Tribal Organizations, require a resolution or other authorizing document from the local jurisdiction’s governing body, authorizing submittal of the application, and entering of the proposed agreement, and designating an authorized representative to execute an agreement with the CEC. 
3. California Energy Commission Scope of Work (Attachment 12)
The CEC Scope of Work identifies the tasks for the entire project, including tasks funded by the CEC, the federal awarding entity, and any other sources. All CEC-funded work must be scheduled for completion by the anticipated agreement end date specified in the “Key Activities Schedule” in Section I.F. The Scope of Work will be developed during the agreement development stage and will use the CEC’s Scope of Work template. Applicants must ensure the CEC Scope of Work does not conflict with the Approved Federal Scope of Work (Attachment 17).
Proposed projects that will not directly result in revenue or energy savings, can include a feasibility study as part of their Scope of Work.
4. [bookmark: _Toc35074602]Project Schedule (Attachment 13)
The Project Schedule includes a list of all products, meetings, and due dates. All work must be scheduled for completion by the “Key Dates” Section I.F. of this solicitation manual.
Electronic files for the Project schedule must be in MS Excel file format.
5. California Energy Commission Budget Phase II (Attachment 14)
The budget forms are in MS Excel format. Detailed instructions for completing them are included at the beginning of Attachment 14. Read the instructions before completing the worksheets. Complete and submit information on all budget worksheets. The salaries, rates, and other costs entered on the worksheets will become a part of the final agreement. Applicants must ensure the CEC Budget does not conflict with the Approved Federal Budget (Attachment 18).
6. Post-Federal Award Proposal Change Summary (Attachment 15)
Complete this questionnaire that provides information to the California Energy Commission on changes made to the proposed project after the CEC Letter of Intent was awarded. This questionnaire is to be filled out by the applicant after receipt of a Federal Award and submitted as part of the Phase II Application. 
7. Federal Award Confirmation (Attachment 16)
Provide a letter from the awarding federal agency that confirms that the applicant has received an award for the project identified on the application form. The letter must include the name of the project, the FOA number, the amount of the federal award, and be signed and dated by an appropriate individual at the awarding federal agency. 
8. Approved Federal Scope of Work (Attachment 17)
Provide a copy of the Scope of Work approved by the federal awarding agency for inclusion in the federal agreement. Redact any confidential information from the Scope of Work (see the “Confidentiality” provision in Section IV.D.3).
9. Approved Federal Budget (Attachment 18)
Provide a copy of the federal budget approved by the federal awarding agency for inclusion in the federal agreement. Redact any confidential information.


[bookmark: _Toc81377119][bookmark: _Toc231202215][bookmark: _Toc336443635][bookmark: _Toc366671192]IV. Evaluation and Award Process 
Evaluation of applications under this solicitation involves two phases. Phase I occurs prior to the federal award and applicants may receive a Letter of Intent for Cost Share from the CEC based on the score of their Phase I application. 
Once an applicant is successful in receiving a federal award corresponding to their Phase I submission, the applicant will submit the documentation necessary for a Post Federal Award Confirmation. 
Significant changes to the project, which shall be identified in the Post-Federal Award Proposal Change Summary (Attachment 15). The CEC will score the application based on the information provided in the post federal award confirmation package.
A. [bookmark: _Toc339284338][bookmark: _Toc366671194][bookmark: _Toc81377120][bookmark: _Toc231202216][bookmark: _Toc338162913][bookmark: _Toc35074632][bookmark: _Toc219275099][bookmark: _Toc336443636]Phase I – Pre-Federal Award and Letter of Intent
Applications will be evaluated and scored based on responses to the information requested in this solicitation and on any other information available, such as past performance of CEC agreements. To evaluate applications, the CEC will organize an Evaluation Committee that consists of primarily, or all CEC staff. The Evaluation Committee may use additional technical expert reviewers to provide an analysis of applications. Phase I applications will be evaluated in two stages:
1. [bookmark: _Toc381079932][bookmark: _Toc382571195][bookmark: _Toc395180705][bookmark: _Toc433981334][bookmark: _Toc360545784][bookmark: _Toc366671195][bookmark: _Toc339284339]Stage One: Application Screening
The Evaluation Committee will screen the applications for compliance with the Screening Criteria in Section IV.E. of this solicitation. Applications that fail any of the screening criteria will be rejected. 
2. Stage Two: Application Scoring
Applications that pass Stage One will be submitted to the Evaluation Committee for review and scoring based on the Scoring Criteria in Section IV.F. of this solicitation. The Evaluation Committee will consist of CEC staff and may include staff of other California state entities. The Evaluation Committee may use additional technical expert reviewers to provide an analysis of applications. 
· The scores for each application will be the average of the combined scores of all Evaluation Committee members. 
· A minimum score of 70 points is required for the application to be eligible to receive a Letter of Intent to fund the proposed project. 
3. Stage Three: Notice of Letter of Intent
Applications that receive at least the minimum required score for all criteria will be ranked according to their score and receive a Letter of Intent to fund the proposed project, contingent on passing Phase II Post Federal Award Confirmation. 
CEC staff will post a Notice of Letter of Intent that includes: (1) the total proposed cost share funding amount; (2) the rank order of applicants; and (3) the amount of each proposed award. The CEC will post the Notice of Letter of Intent on its website. The awardee will receive a Letter of Intent for cost share. Applicants may include the letter in an application to the federal awarding entity identified in the letter. However, receipt of the letter does not guarantee that the CEC will approve the final application for funding, or that it will award the amount requested.
B. [bookmark: _Toc81377121][bookmark: _Toc231202217][bookmark: _Toc339284340]Phase II – Post Federal Award Ranking, Notice of Proposed Award, and Agreement Development
1. Ranking and Notice of Proposed Award
Applications that receive at least the minimum required score for all criteria will be ranked according to their score contingent on passing Phase II Post Federal Award Confirmation. 
· CEC staff will post a Notice of Proposed Awards (NOPA) that includes: (1) the total proposed cost share funding amount; (2) the rank order of applicants; and (3) the amount of each proposed award. The CEC will post the NOPA on its website to all entities that submitted an application. The awardee will receive a letter of intent for cost share. Applicants may include the letter in an application to the federal awarding entity identified in the letter. However, receipt of the letter does not guarantee that the CEC will approve the final application for funding, or that it will award the amount requested.
· The applicant will be responsible for obtaining sufficient cost share to meet federal funding requirements if the CEC does not fund the project or if the amount provided by the CEC is insufficient to meet the federal funding opportunity’s cost share requirement.
· Debriefings: Applicants may request a debriefing after the release of the NOPA by contacting the CAO listed in Section I.H. A request for debriefing must be received no later than 30 calendar days after the NOPA is released. The purpose of the debriefing is to provide the applicant feedback on contributing factors to their score and opportunities for improvement on future applications. Debriefings are not intended to be a comprehensive examination of all deficiencies within an application. 
· In addition to any of its other rights, the CEC reserves the right to:
· Allocate any remaining CEC from one eligible federal funding opportunity to other eligible federal funding opportunities shown in Section II.B.;
· Aggregate funds from multiple groups to fully fund the highest ranked passing application(s), regardless of group. (if applicable); and
· Negotiate with successful applicants to modify the project scope, schedule, project team entity that will receive the award, project location and/or level of funding.

2.  Agreements
Applications recommended for funding in a NOPA will be developed into a proposed grant agreement to be considered at a CEC Business Meeting. Grant Recipients may begin the project only after full execution of the grant agreement (i.e., approval at a CEC business meeting and signature by the grant recipient and the CEC).
· Agreement Development: The Contracts, Grants, and Loans Office will send the grant recipient a grant agreement for approval and signature. The agreement will include the applicable terms and conditions and will incorporate this solicitation and the application by reference. The CEC reserves the right to modify the award documents (including but not limited to the Scope of Work, level of funding, and terms and conditions) prior to executing any agreement.
If proposed for an award, the CEC reserves the right to request information it deems appropriate to evaluate the financial condition of the proposed awardee, subrecipients, and vendors prior to approval of a grant award. If CEC, in its sole discretion, determines that the proposed awardee's, a subrecipient's, or a vendor’s financial condition may materially impact its ability to complete the proposed project, CEC reserves the right to cancel the proposed award.  
· Performance Evaluation: An applicant receiving an award under this solicitation is subject to performance evaluation under the resulting agreement. The CEC reserves the right to utilize the performance evaluation to screen and score future funding applications.
· Failure to Execute an Agreement: If the CEC is unable to successfully execute an agreement with an applicant in a timely manner, it reserves the right to cancel the pending award and use the funds elsewhere, such as to fund the next eligible application.
C. [bookmark: _Toc81377122][bookmark: _Toc231202218][bookmark: _Toc366671196]Grounds to Reject an Application or Cancel an Award
Applications that do not pass the screening stage will be rejected. In addition, the CEC reserves the right to reject an application and/or to cancel an award for any reason, including any of the following: 
· The application contains false or intentionally misleading statements or references that do not support an attribute or condition contended by the applicant.
· The application is intended to erroneously and fallaciously mislead the State in any way. 
· The application does not comply or contains caveats that conflict with the solicitation, and the variation or deviation is material.
· The applicant has previously received funding through a Geothermal Grant and Loan Program, EPIC, or Gas R&D (formerly Public Interest Energy Research (PIER)) agreement, has received the royalty review letter (which the CEC annually sends out to remind past award recipients of their obligations to pay royalties), and has not responded to the letter or is otherwise not in compliance with repaying royalties.
· The applicant has received unsatisfactory agreement performance evaluations from the CEC or another California state agency.
· The applicant is a business entity required to be registered with the California Secretary of State and is not in good standing.
· The applicant has not demonstrated that it has the financial capability to complete the project.
· The applicant fails to meet CEQA compliance within a reasonable timeframe, as the CEC in its sole and absolute discretion may determine.
· The applicant has included a statement or otherwise indicated that it will not accept the terms and conditions, or that acceptance is based on modifications to the terms and conditions. If an applicant, by law, cannot agree to certain terms and conditions, the applicant can request a modification. This modification may be negotiated if the applicant is proposed for an award. The CEC retains the sole right to refuse to agree to any requested modifications.
· The application contains confidential information or identifies any portion of the application as confidential.
· The CEC, in its sole discretion, determines that the Applicant’s, a subrecipient’s, or a vendor’s financial condition may materially impact its ability to complete the proposed project.
D. [bookmark: _Toc81377123][bookmark: _Toc231202219]Miscellaneous
1. [bookmark: _Toc381079937][bookmark: _Toc382571200][bookmark: _Toc395180710][bookmark: _Toc433981339]Solicitation Cancellation and Amendment
[bookmark: _Toc381079938][bookmark: _Toc382571201][bookmark: _Toc395180711]It is the policy of the CEC not to solicit applications unless there is a bona fide intention to award an agreement. However, if it is in the State’s best interest, the CEC reserves the right, in addition to any other rights it has, to do any of the following:
· Cancel this solicitation.
· Revise the amount of funds available under this solicitation.
· Amend this solicitation as needed; and/or
· Reject any or all applications received in response to this solicitation.
If the solicitation is amended, the CEC will post an addendum on the CEC’s Solicitations website at: https://www.energy.ca.gov/contracts. The CEC will not reimburse applicants for application development expenses under any circumstances, including cancellation of the solicitation.


1. [bookmark: _Toc381079939][bookmark: _Toc382571202][bookmark: _Toc395180712][bookmark: _Toc433981340]Modification or Withdrawal of Application
Applicants may recall or modify a submitted application before the deadline to submit applications by sending a letter to the CAO listed in Section I.H. Applications cannot be changed after that date and time. An application cannot be “timed” to expire on a specific date. For example, a statement such as the following is non-responsive to the solicitation: “This application and the cost estimate are valid for 60 days.”
1. [bookmark: _Toc381079940][bookmark: _Toc382571203][bookmark: _Toc395180713][bookmark: _Toc433981341][bookmark: _Toc381079941]Confidentiality
Though the entire evaluation process from receipt of applications up to the posting of the NOPA is confidential, all submitted documents will become publicly available records and property of the State after the CEC posts the NOPA or the solicitation is cancelled. All information submitted in an application will be considered and treated as non-confidential information that is subject to disclosure under the Public Records Act (Gov. Code § 7920.000 et seq.). 
1. [bookmark: _Toc382571204][bookmark: _Toc395180714][bookmark: _Toc433981342]Solicitation Errors
If an applicant discovers any ambiguity, conflict, discrepancy, omission, or other error in the solicitation at any time prior to 5:00 p.m. of the application deadline date, the applicant should immediately notify the CEC of the error in writing and request modification or clarification of the solicitation. The CEC will provide modifications or clarifications by written notice to all entities that requested the solicitation. The CEC will not be responsible for failure to correct errors.
1. [bookmark: _Toc381079942][bookmark: _Toc382571205][bookmark: _Toc395180715][bookmark: _Toc433981343]Immaterial Defect
The CEC may waive any immaterial defect or deviation contained in an application. The CEC’s waiver will not modify the application or excuse an applicant proposed for funding from full compliance with solicitation requirements.
1. [bookmark: _Toc381079943][bookmark: _Toc382571206][bookmark: _Toc395180716][bookmark: _Toc433981344]Disposition of Applicant’s Documents
Upon the posting of the NOPA, all applications and related materials submitted in response to this solicitation will become property of the State and publicly available records. Unsuccessful applicants who seek the return of any materials must make this request to the CAO listed in Section I.H. and provide sufficient postage to fund the cost of returning the materials.
1. Tiebreakers
If the score for two or more applications are tied, the application with a higher score in the Demonstrated Need or Value (Application Scoring Criterion #1 and #2) and Proven Extent of the Resource (Application Scoring Criterion #3) criteria will be ranked higher. If still tied, an objective tiebreaker (such as a random drawing) will be utilized.
1. Clarification Interviews
The Evaluation Committee may conduct optional Clarification Interviews with applicants to clarify and/or verify information submitted in the application. However, these interviews may not be used to change or add to the content of the original application. Applicants will not be reimbursed for time spent answering clarifying questions.
1. Opportunity to Cure Administrative Errors
The CEC understands and appreciates the significant amount of time and expense applicants spend preparing applications. An administrative error that prevents an applicant from submitting a complete application frustrates both the CEC and applicants. The purpose of this process is to reduce the number of applications screened out or receiving a significantly reduced score for administrative errors while maintaining fair competition. This process also ensures better competition and thus better projects to benefit California. 
After the application deadline, an applicant might identify, or the Evaluation Committee may find what reasonably appears to be, an administrative error. For purposes of this solicitation only, an administrative error is defined as an applicant’s inadvertent mistake that prevents materials in existence as of the application deadline from appearing in its submitted application. Examples include, but are not limited to, accidentally:
· Scanning and submitting every other page in a document instead of every page.
· Submitting the wrong document.
· Leaving out a document.
If the Evaluation Committee find what reasonably appears to be an administrative error, they can communicate with the applicant to confirm. If an applicant finds an administrative error in its application, it should immediately contact the CAO listed in the “Questions” section of this solicitation.
If an administrative error has been identified and communicated to the CAO, the CEC may, but is not required to, allow the applicant a period of time to provide the missing materials. Reasons why the CEC might NOT allow an applicant to fix an administrative error include, but are not limited to: 
· The funds have a deadline that does not allow time to fix the error.
· The application has been screened out or does not receive a passing score for reasons unrelated to the administrative error, making irrelevant any efforts to fix the error.
· The applicant brings the error to the CEC’s attention too late in the solicitation process (e.g., after awards have been approved at a Business Meeting).
If the Evaluation Committee allows an applicant the opportunity to fix an administrative error, the CAO will communicate in writing to the applicant’s project manager, listing the deadline by which the applicant must provide the missing materials. Reasonable efforts will be made to confirm receipt of the notice, but actual notice cannot be guaranteed, and the obligation is on the applicant to ensure the proper contact(s) are listed and available to respond. The Evaluation Committee will not consider any materials submitted after the deadline.
This process only allows applicants to submit materials in existence as of the application deadline. This process does NOT allow applicants to submit material created or modified after the application deadline. The CEC has sole discretion to determine whether materials submitted are eligible for consideration by the Evaluation Committee under this opportunity to cure. 
Applicants must include the following certification along with the materials it submits to fix an administrative error and must explain why the materials were not provided due to an inadvertent administrative error: 
“I certify on behalf of the applicant that the materials provided herein existed at the time of the application deadline, have not been modified since, and were not originally provided due to an inadvertent administrative error as described herein.”
The Evaluation Committee is not responsible for finding, or communicating with the applicant about, any errors in an application. Applicants remain solely responsible for submitting applications, including any material submitted to fix an administrative error, that meet all solicitation requirements.
E. [bookmark: _Toc87335031][bookmark: _Toc231202220][bookmark: _Toc433981345][bookmark: _Toc81377124]Phase I and Phase II – Stage One: Application Screening
	ADMINISTRATIVE SCREENING CRITERIA
The Application must pass ALL screening criteria to progress to Stage Two.
	Pass/Fail

	1. The application is received by the by the due date and time specified in the “Eligible Federal Funding Opportunities” in Section II.B. of this solicitation and is received in the required manner (e.g., no emails or faxes). 
	|_| Pass |_| Fail

	2. The applicant is an eligible applicant (Section II.A., Eligible Applicants).
	|_| Pass |_| Fail

	3. The project is an eligible project (Section II.C., Project Focus and Section II.B., Eligible Federal Funding Opportunities).
	|_| Pass |_| Fail

	4. The applicant has not included a statement or otherwise indicated that it will not accept the terms and conditions, or that acceptance is based on modifications to the terms and conditions.
	|_| Pass |_| Fail

	5. At least 70% of the combined CEC and Federal award amount will be spent within California
	|_| Pass |_| Fail



	PAST PERFORMANCE SCREEN CRITERIA
	Pass/Fail

	An applicant may be disqualified under this solicitation due to severe performance issues under one or more prior or active CEC agreements. This past performance screening criterion does not apply to applicants that do not have any active or prior agreements with the CEC. 
The applicant—defined as at least one of the following: the business, principal investigator, or lead individual acting on behalf of themselves—received funds from the CEC (e.g., contract, grant, or loan) and entered into an agreement(s) with the CEC and demonstrated severe performance issues characterized by significant negative outcomes, including:
· Significant deviation from agreement requirements that were caused by factors that are, or should have been, within applicant’s control.
· Termination with cause.
· Demonstrated poor communication, project management, and/or inability, due to circumstances within applicant’s control, or which should have been within applicant’s control, from materially completing the project.
· Deliverables were not submitted to the CEC or were of significantly poor quality. For example, the applicant delivered poorly written reports that required significant rework by staff prior to acceptance or publication; and
· Severe unresolved negative audit findings not resolved to CEC’s satisfaction. Severe audit findings may include but are not limited to; incomplete or unsatisfactory deliverables; grant funds used inappropriately (i.e., other than as represented); or questioned costs. 
	|_| Pass |_| Fail

	The Application must pass ALL screening criteria to progress to Stage Two.
	




F. [bookmark: _Toc433981346][bookmark: _Toc87335032][bookmark: _Toc231202221]Phase I and Phase II – Stage Two: Application Scoring
Applications that pass Stage One Screening Criteria and are not rejected as described in Section IV.C. will be evaluated based on the Scoring Criteria utilizing the Scoring Scale below. Each criterion has an assigned number of possible points and is divided into multiple sub-criteria. The sub-criteria are not equally weighted. The Project Narrative (Attachment 2) must respond to each sub-criterion, unless otherwise indicated. 
The total score for each will be the average of the combined score of all Evaluation Committee members. Only applications with a total average score of 70 points, or higher, will be eligible to receive an award.
SCORING SCALE
	% of Possible Points
	Interpretation
	Description

	0%
	Not Responsive
	Response does not include or fails to address the requirements being scored. The omission(s), flaw(s), or defect(s) are significant and unacceptable.

	10-30%
	Minimally Responsive
	Response minimally addresses the requirements being scored. The omission(s), flaw(s), or defect(s) are significant and unacceptable.

	40-60%
	Inadequate
	Response addresses the requirements being scored, but there are one or more omissions, flaws, or defects or the requirements are addressed in such a limited way that it results in a low degree of confidence in the proposed solution.

	70%
	Adequate
	Response adequately addresses the requirements being scored. Any omission(s), flaw(s), or defect(s) are inconsequential and acceptable.

	75%
	Between Adequate and Good
	Response better than adequately addresses the requirements being scored. Any omission(s), flaw(s), or defect(s) are inconsequential and acceptable.

	80%
	Good
	Response fully addresses the requirements being scored with a good degree of confidence in the applicant’s response or proposed solution. No identified omission(s), flaw(s), or defect(s). Any identified weaknesses are minimal, inconsequential, and acceptable.

	85%
	Between Good and Excellent
	Response fully addresses the requirements being scored with a better than good degree of confidence in the applicant’s response or proposed solution. No identified omission(s), flaw(s), or defect(s). Any identified weaknesses are minimal, inconsequential, and acceptable.

	90%
	Excellent
	Response fully addresses the requirements being scored with a high degree of confidence in the applicant’s response or proposed solution. Applicant offers one or more enhancing features, methods or approaches exceeding basic expectations.

	95%
	Between Excellent and Exceptional
	Response fully addresses the requirements being scored with a better than excellent degree of confidence in the applicant’s response or proposed solution. Applicant offers one or more enhancing features, methods or approaches exceeding basic expectations.

	100%
	Exceptional
	All requirements are addressed with the highest degree of confidence in the applicant’s response or proposed solution. The response exceeds the requirements in providing multiple enhancing features, a creative approach, or an exceptional solution.


SCORING CRITERIA
The Project Narrative (Attachment 2) must respond to each criterion (and sub-criterion) below. The responses must directly relate to the solicitation requirements and focus as stated in the solicitation.
	Phase I and Phase II Scoring Criteria 
	Possible Points

	1. Technical Merit (Demonstrated need or value)
a) Provide a detailed goal, objective, justification, need, and/or value of or for the project and its products. Explain how the project relates to the selected project listed in Eligible Project Focus (Section II.C.) and Eligible FOA (Section II.B.) of this solicitation manual.
b) Discuss any consequences that may result from not doing the proposed project.
c) Address long-term considerations associated with proposed project activities (e.g., knowledge transfer or training, database updates or maintenance, waste stream management, or equipment allocation).
d) Describe how the proposed model/tool/study/technology will be used by key stakeholders and its benefits (e.g., streamline planning, help eliminate barriers, stimulate growth of applicable market sectors). 
e) Describe the advantage of the proposed model/tool/study/technology over that is currently being used by key stakeholders. 
Resource development (For Eligible Projects A, L only. See Eligible Project Focus, Section II.C.)
f) Identify at least three (3) key performance targets of your project. The performance targets should be a combination of scientific, engineering and techno-economic metrics that provide the most significant indicator of the research or technology’s potential success.
g) If applicable, explain the proposed technology's current technology readiness level (TRL) and the expected TRL by the end of the project.
h) If applicable, describe at what scale the technology has been pilot tested or demonstrated successfully (e.g., size or capacity, number of previous installations, location, duration, results, etc.).
	10 pts

	2. Technical Approach (Demonstrated Need or Value)
a) Explain the technique, approach, and/or methods to be used, showing the validity and effectiveness of the work described in the Scope of Work. Describe each task and explain how they are separate, distinct, and logically presented. 
b) Describe possible project risks, limitations, barriers, and how any necessary contingencies, improvements, or corrections will be implemented during the project and provide a plan to address them. Include quantifiable/measurable criteria that will be used to determine project successes and failures. 
c) Include a table containing a realistic schedule, products, and an appropriate budget for each task. 
d) (All eligible project types, except A and L. See Eligible Project Focus, Section II.C.) Describe the knowledge transfer plan to disseminate knowledge of the project’s results and include how key stakeholders and potential users will be engaged. 
e) (Eligible project types A and L only. See Eligible Project Focus, Section II.C.) Describe the technology transfer plan to assess and advance the technology's commercial viability.
	10 pts

	3. Proven Extent of the Resource
a) Demonstrate sufficient knowledge of the geothermal resource and/or recovery of critical minerals from geothermal brine and of local conditions and/or barriers to achieve the proposed project goals, objectives, and successful completion of tasks.
b) Include appropriate documentation of activities already undertaken to support the information or statements provided above (e.g., technical and/or economic feasibility studies, resource assessments, exploration data, environmental impact data, etc.).
c) For mitigation projects (Eligible Project Types C, H, K, G only. See Eligible Project Focus, Section II.C.), discuss any other alternative than your proposal for mitigating the impact from the geothermal resource and/or recovery of critical minerals from geothermal brine. 
	15 pts

	4. Contribution to California’s Resource Development (Contribution to Development of California’s Geothermal Energy) 
a) Discuss the proposed project's contribution to the current needs and priorities of the geothermal energy and/or recovery of critical minerals from geothermal brine sectors. 
b) Identify how the proposed project will contribute to the advancement and/or development of California’s geothermal energy resources and/or recovery of critical minerals from geothermal brine (e.g., local and regional).
c) Identify the percentage of the requested CEC funds to be spent in California. 
	15 pts

	5. Benefits (Economic and Employment Benefits)
a) Describe and quantify any expected economic and employment benefits from the proposed project (e.g., benefits associated with reduced energy or fuel costs, job creation, permitting or regulatory streamlining, tax revenue generation). 
b) Identify who will receive any economic and/or employment benefit(s) from the proposed project and the expected timeline for realizing those benefits. Explain if the project benefits low-income and/or disadvantaged communities, or California Native American tribes.
c) Identify any non-economic benefits of the proposed project/activities and how they will benefit the communities (e.g., natural resource conservation and reduced environmental and public health impacts).
Private entities only:
d) Provide a detailed discussion of the tangible benefits the project provides to a local jurisdiction.
	10 pts

	6. Public Involvement
a) Discuss the level of interest in and/or commitment to the project from any interested parties or the public. Attach all letters of public commitment or support (e.g., technology partners, community-based organizations, environmental justice organizations, or other partners).
b) Include a sound plan for public outreach, involvement, and communication of project results. This sound plan must be used as a reference to the mandatory task “Public Outreach and Technology Transfer Activities” in the scope of work.
c) Explain the team's experience with public involvement and outreach activities, including preparing documents and presentations for technical and non-technical audiences.
Private entities only:
d) Include a discussion of how the applicant, if awarded a grant, will obtain approval for the grant from a representative of the city, county, or Indian reservation where the project is to be located.
	10 pts

	7. Project Team & Planning (Likelihood of Success)
a) Provide adequate documentation and justification that the project team has the technical and administrative qualifications, capabilities, and specific experience necessary to successfully manage and complete the project tasks within the time allowed. Describe the team’s history of completing projects successfully. Include the appropriate California licensed professionals as needed for the identified tasks.
b) Explain the team structure and how various tasks will be managed and coordinated. 
c) Describe the facilities, infrastructure, permits needed, and resources available that directly support the project. Demonstrate compliance with CEQA (Attachment 05) and provide the necessary supporting documents. 
d) If applicable, discuss the level of financial and match contribution to the project from the applicant and any project partners. In commitment letters, demonstrate whether the match commitment is secured or contingent upon something else.
	15 pts

	8. Budget and Cost Effectiveness (Payback and Cost Effectiveness) 
a) Explain how the requested level of funding is consistent with the proposed work and products to be provided. Include all assumptions used for your estimates in the budget forms. Ensure the budget forms are complete, including all major subrecipient forms, if applicable, as described in the Budget instructions.
b) Explain how the personnel rates/costs, operating expenses, and overhead rates/costs are reasonable for the proposed work and consistent with the experience of the project team. Include all assumptions used for your estimates in the budget forms.
c) Provide a budget by tasks, see project narrative (Attachment 2). 
d) Explain how your project is going to maximize the CEC and federal funds spent in California.
	10 pts

	9. Additional Match Funds (Match Contribution): 
Federal-awarded applications under eligible FOAs listed in Section II.B. may use the federal funding to satisfy the minimum match funding requirement. If an applicant provides additional match funding beyond the federal award, the application will receive points according to the scoring tables below.
Local Jurisdiction: Additional Match Scoring Table
If a local jurisdiction requests $1,000,000 in CEC grant funds and includes an additional $350,000 in match commitment outside of the federal award, the additional match funds equals 35% of the requested CEC funds, resulting in 4 points.

	Percentage of Match Funds Compared to Grant Funds
	Score

	>40%
	5

	>30 to 40%
	4

	>20 to 30%
	3

	>10 to 20%
	2

	>0 to 10%
	1

	0% (minimum – Federal Proposal)
	0



Private Entity: Additional Match Scoring Table
Similarly, if a private entity requests $1,000,000 in CEC grant funds and provides $1,350,000 in additional match funding outside of the federal award, the additional match funds equals 135% of the requested CEC grant funds, resulting in 4 points.
	Percentage of Match Funds Compared to Grant Funds
	Score

	>140%
	5

	>130 to 140%
	4

	>120 to 130%
	3

	>110 to 120%
	2

	>100 to 110%
	1

	100% (minimum – Federal Proposal)
	0



	5 pts

	Minimum Passing Score 
	70

	Total Possible Points
	100



G. [bookmark: _Toc231202222]Phase II – Post Federal Award Confirmation
Applicants that receive a federal award must submit all documents described in Section III.D. as appropriate to the CEC. 
Changes to the project shall be identified in the Post Federal Award Proposal Change Summary (Attachment 15). The CEC will score the application based on the information provided in Phase II - Post Federal Award Application. 
image1.png




