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Note: Added language appears in bold and underline, and deleted language appears in [strikethrough]. 

NOTICE OF PROPOSED AWARD (NOPA)
Distributed Resources for Innovative Vehicle Energization Strategies (DRIVES)
 GFO-25-301
[May 09, 2026]
June 04, 2026

On September 19, 2026, the California Energy Commission (CEC) released a competitive solicitation to fund technology demonstration and deployment projects that increase the value proposition of distributed energy resources to customers and the grid. Specifically, this solicitation aims to expedite energization timelines, reduce ratepayer costs, and target other technical, regulatory, and operational barriers associated with commercial electric vehicle (EV) charging infrastructure paired with behind-the-meter (BTM) microgrids by incorporating advanced power control and energy management systems and energizing through investor-owned utility (IOU) flexible service agreements. Up to $12,057,063 in Electric Program Investment funding is available to fund applications in:

· Group 1: Commercial EV Charging with DC-Coupled Microgrids
· Group 2: Commercial EV Charging with AC-Coupled Microgrids 

The CEC received fourteen proposals by the due date, December 12, 2025. Each proposal was screened, reviewed, evaluated, and scored using the solicitation criteria. Fourteen proposals passed the stage one application screening.

The attached NOPA identifies each applicant selected and recommended for funding by CEC staff and includes the recommended funding amount and score. The total amount recommended is $11,536,245. The purpose of this revised NOPA is to correct an administrative error; although the application was prepared and submitted by subcontractor First Note Finance on behalf of Mt. Diablo Unified School District, the proper awardee is Mt. Diablo Unified School District.

Funding of proposed projects from this solicitation is contingent upon the approval of these projects at a publicly noticed CEC business meeting and execution of a grant agreement. If the CEC is unable to timely negotiate and execute a funding agreement with an applicant, the commission, at its sole discretion, reserves the right to cancel or otherwise modify the pending award, and award the funds to another applicant.

In addition, the CEC reserves the right to: 1) add to, remove, or shift funding between the different groups if there are insufficient passing proposals in one group; and 2) negotiate with successful applicants to modify the project scope, schedule, or level of funding.

This notice and awardees for GFO-25-301 are posted on the CEC’s website at https://www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/awards. 

For information, please contact:

Eilene Cary, Commission Agreement Officer
Email: eilene.cary@energy.ca.gov 
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