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The following answers are based on California Energy Commission (CEC) staff’s interpretation of the questions received. It is the Applicant’s responsibility to review the purpose of the solicitation and to determine whether or not their proposed project is eligible for funding by reviewing the Eligibility Requirements within the solicitation. The CEC cannot give advice as to whether a particular project is eligible for funding, because not all proposal details are known.

Budget

Q1: Should the budget for the Electric Program Investment Charge (EPIC) project include retrofit costs, or is the Equitable Building Decarbonization (EBD) Program responsible for these costs?
A1: The EBD Program will install retrofits in participating households. The EPIC-funded study will not be responsible for the cost of retrofits.

Q2: Is there a cap or suggested percent of the budget that should go towards applied research costs (research staff & materials to conduct applied research, etc.)?
A2: The CEC does not have a cap or suggested percentage of the budget that should be applied to staffing and materials costs. The budget should go toward implementing the scope of work for the proposed research. The budget will be evaluated based on Scoring Criteria 5, 6, and 7 in Section IV.F. of the Solicitation Manual. Budget categories can be found in Attachment 06 – Proposal Budget Template.

Q3: Should the applicant include budget for any monitoring or measurement equipment?  
A3: Yes, the budget should include equipment as relevant to the project. See Attachment 06 – Proposal Budget Template for more information.

Q4: Is the budget expected to be divided among the three geographic regions of the EBD Program? 
A4: No, there is no requirement to conduct the research study, nor divide the project budget, across the three geographic regions of the EBD Program. Applicants should identify geographic region(s) of California in which researchers are prepared to conduct fieldwork (see Project Focus in Section I.C. of the Solicitation Manual). CEC will facilitate coordination with the relevant EBD regional administrator(s) once the project Recipient is selected.

Q5: Can stipends be provided to research program participants?
A5: Yes, projects are allowed to compensate individuals for participation in the research study. The budget allocation should be described and justified according to Budget Scoring Criterion 5 in Section IV.F. of the Solicitation Manual.  

Q6: What is the match funding requirement?
A6: There is no match funding requirement for this solicitation (see Funding in Section I.D. of the Solicitation Manual). Any match that an applicant brings will be considered in Scoring Criterion 5e: “Justifies how the proposed project, including the amount of match funds, optimizes the use of CEC funds to achieve program objectives” in Section IV.F of the Solicitation Manual.

Q7: Is CEC intending to award a single grant of $3 million, or does it plan to fund multiple grants that collectively total $3 million? If multiple grants are possible, is there a minimum or maximum award size per applicant?
A7: There is up to $3,000,000 available for projects awarded under this solicitation, and the CEC anticipates funding one project. The minimum funding amount an applicant can propose for a project is $2,900,000, and the maximum amount is $3,000,000. See Funding in Section I.D. of the Solicitation Manual.  

Q8: How will collaboration with EBD regional administrators be funded (i.e., either through previously allocated EBD contract funds or through funds allocated under this grant)?
A8: The EBD regional administrators’ Scope of Work includes a task specific to coordinating with public interest research activities. This task includes the following language: 
· Coordinate with [Commission Agreement Manager]-approved public interest research programs to advance research or evaluate the efficacy or impact of building decarbonization technologies, as opportunities arise. For example, this may include:
· Identifying and facilitating access to a group of sample homes, in a variety of climate zones and building types, for the installation of air monitors and data collection pre and post retrofit, and subsequent removal of air quality monitoring equipment.
· Identifying a sample of homes in different regions of the state to evaluate building decarbonization or communication technologies. 
All costs to the EBD regional administrators to coordinate with research activities funded through this Grant Funding Opportunity (GFO) should be covered through the regional administrators’ EBD budgets. Applicants should not budget any EPIC funds for the EBD regional administrators.

Non-Energy Impacts

Q9: Is outdoor air quality included or just indoor air quality?
A9: Applicants may include impact metrics on indoor and outdoor air quality. The applicant should describe the metrics and methods for measurement or evaluation and justify the approach.

Q10: Is CEC looking for benefits analysis in terms of dollars, not just technical impacts?
A10: Applicants may propose benefit and impact metrics with or without monetization, as applicable. The applicant should describe metrics and methods for measurement or evaluation and justify the approach. See Scoring Criterion 3 in Section IV.F of the Solicitation Manual.

Q11: Would CEC be interested in workforce impacts, wildfire resilience, and housing affordability impacts?
A11:  The proposal should include at least air quality impacts and can include other impacts such as health impacts, comfort, heat resilience, and energy costs of the residents and/or homeowners, consistent with the solicitation purpose. Applicants are welcome to include development of metrics and measurement of other non-energy impacts to households, workforce, and other interested parties (see Project Focus in Section I.C. of the Solicitation Manual). The number and types of metrics to include are up to the Applicant to propose.

Q12: Is there any prioritization or preference for which benefits to focus on? Is there a preference between indoor health quality and all other co-benefits? Should all proposals address all non-energy benefits?  
A12: See response to Q11.

Q13: Is the intention to quantify benefits? Would “impacts” be considered? Sometimes it could be negative impacts or risks, such as potential rent increases from capital improvement, especially for multifamily renters 
A13: Yes, non-energy impacts include both costs and benefits. 

Q14: Can you clarify what counts as energy benefits - is it just energy use reduction (as measured in kWh, therms, Btu) or also grid stability, support of statewide greenhouse gas reduction targets?
A14: In Section IV.F. of the Solicitation Manual, Scoring Criterion 3, Impacts and Benefits for California IOU Ratepayers, describes the expectation for proposals to “Explain how the proposed project will benefit California Investor-Owned Utility (IOU) ratepayers and provides clear, plausible, and justifiable (quantitative preferred) potential benefits. Includes explanation of the benefits to low-income and disadvantaged communities. Estimates the non-energy benefits including, for example:
· Greenhouse gas emission reductions, air pollution reductions (e.g. NOx), health impacts, comfort, heat resilience, and/or cost savings.”
Applicants may discuss energy benefits for context, but this solicitation, and the research emphasis, is focused on non-energy benefits.

EBD Program Coordination and Study Sample

Q15: Does the EBD program cover single family and multi-family homes and any other residential housing types? Can CEC share a breakdown of the residential building types included in the retrofit program?
A15: Single-family, multifamily, and manufactured and mobile homes are all eligible for the EBD Statewide Direct Install Program. The EBD regional administrators are required to allocate a minimum of 5 percent of program funds to manufactured/mobile homes. In addition, the regional administrators are required to allocate a minimum of 19 percent of federal HOMES funds to multifamily properties. Federal HOMES funds account for approximately 31 percent of total program funds. Beyond these minimum requirements, each regional administrator has flexibility to determine how to prioritize outreach and enrollment of different building types. As stated in Project Focus (Section I.C. of the Solicitation Manual), researchers selected through this GFO will be expected to collaborate with the EBD regional administrators to identify a study sample of homes that includes diversity in terms of housing type, climate zone, and geography. The housing type distribution in the study sample is not required to match the housing type distribution in the overall EBD program.

Q16: How do you define "communities" in the "inclusion of a diverse sample of homes...(with two or more "communities" represented)”? 
A16: For the purposes of this solicitation, communities can be defined as distinct geographic, demographic, or jurisdictional areas—such as different municipalities, neighborhoods with differing socioeconomic profiles, or urban/suburban/rural classifications. Applicants should be explicit about how they are defining communities and must include homes from at least two such communities.This definition is included in Addendum 1 to the Solicitation Manual in Project Focus Section I.C.

Q17: Is it already known what number of homes will be retrofit by EBD?
A17: Based on the current EBD budget, staff estimate that 10,000 to 20,000 homes will be retrofitted through the EBD Statewide Direct Install Program. As stated in Project Focus Section I.C. of the Solicitation Manual, researchers selected through this GFO will be expected to collaborate with the EBD regional administrators to identify a study sample out of the homes receiving retrofits.  

Q18: Does this research effort need to recruit EBD participants, or will the research efforts leverage a sample from homes already participating in EBD?
A18: The homes that are receiving retrofits through the EBD Program are recruited by the EBD regional administrators. The EPIC-funded research study will recruit a subset of these homes to participate in the research. CEC will support researchers’ coordination with the EBD Program Administrators to identify a sufficiently large and diverse study sample.

Q19: Should applicants coordinate with the EBD Program regional administrators to understand target communities, timing, and to develop a plan for pre-installation measurements?
A19: Applicants are not expected to coordinate with the EBD Program regional administrators during the application phase. Applicants should demonstrate familiarity with publicly available materials related to the EBD program and with regional administrators’ approaches and make clear how the proposed research adds value and is not duplicative (see Project Focus, Background Information, as well as resources in footnotes of Solicitation Manual). The EBD regional administrators have been instructed to treat all potential applicants equally in terms of time spent on coordination.  

Q20: The GFO mentions a “large” sample size. Does the CEC have any guidance on the expected sample size?   
A20: The applicant should propose and justify a meaningful sample size that is feasible within the resources available.  

Q21: The GFO states applicants need to work with two communities in different climate zones. Can we select two communities that work with the same EBD Program Administrator, or are we required to work with two EBD Program Administrators?  
A21: There is no requirement to work with two EBD Program regional administrators. The goal is to include a diverse sample of homes in terms of housing type, climate zone, and geography. The applicant should propose how this diverse sample will be accomplished.

Q22: The GFO indicates that the study sample will be drawn from homes selected by the EBD program. Can CEC clarify the level of flexibility applicants have in defining their study sample? 
A22: At the application phase, applicants will not have full information about what houses are receiving retrofits on a timeline compatible with the research study. Once selected, Recipients will work with EBD regional administrators, with the support of CEC staff, to identify a sample from the homes receiving retrofits. 

Q23: Are applicants permitted to include sites outside of the EBD program, or must all study sites be limited to EBD-selected homes? 
A23: The study sample must be composed of homes receiving retrofits under the EBD Program. 

Q24: Will CEC play an active facilitation role in the coordination between regional administrators and the applicant that is selected for this project?
A24: Yes, CEC staff will support coordination between the EPIC Recipient and the EBD regional administrators.

Q25: Will the requirement that EBD program implementors coordinate with the selected project team require them to facilitate sensor deployment and/or other types of data collection through this grant? Or is this type of collaboration contingent on pre-existing relationships? 
A25: EBD Program regional administrators’ scopes of work require collaboration with researchers. CEC staff will facilitate coordination between EBD Regional Administrators and the EPIC Recipient to support this collaboration, ensuring it does not depend on pre-existing relationships.

Q26: Are there priority regions/areas for the EBD program that might impact the allocation of resources for recruitment and installation of monitoring equipment? 
A26:  Timing and location of retrofits depend on the EBD program and are outside the scope of EPIC funds; thus, applicants must demonstrate flexibility to enable harmonization. Publicly available information on Initial Community Focus Areas can be found on the EBD Statewide Direction Install Program’s website: https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/equitable-building-decarbonization-program/ebd-statewide-direct.

Q27: To accurately scope the number of monitoring setups required for this project, could CEC provide an estimate of how many homes EBD plans to retrofit per county?
A27: The EBD Statewide Direct Install Program budget by region is available in the “Frequently Asked Questions” section of the program webpage: https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/programs/equitable-building-decarbonization-program/ebd-statewide-direct. The same webpage includes a map and list of initial community focus areas in each region in the “Initial Community Focus Areas” section. The CEC has not established requirements related to the number of homes to be retrofitted per community or per county. Potential applicants may reach out to the EBD regional administrators to inquire about their planned activities. Contact information for the regional administrators is available on the webpage mentioned above, in the “Regional Administrators” section. 
  
Q28: Does the sample of homes in the EPIC study have to be in IOU territory, given that the EBD program appears to have target communities in municipal-utility areas?
A28: EPIC applied research may include fieldwork that is partially outside of IOU territory, provided that the research is scoped to produce benefits to IOU ratepayers, consistent with EPIC Program requirements.  Solicitation Manual Addendum 1 updates the Solicitation Manual to require at least 50% of the homes to be within IOU service areas (see Project Focus I.C. of the Solicitation Manual Addendum 1).

Q29: How to structure partnership or relationships with EBD program, given that there might be potential conflicts of interest with evaluating the programmatic benefits?
A29: The purpose of this solicitation is not to conduct an evaluation of the EBD program but rather to research the non-energy impacts of integrated packages of electrification retrofits conducted through the EBD program. While the EBD program itself will develop metrics that program administrators can use to evaluate program benefits, this solicitation is intended to fund robust research on benefits based on in-depth measurement and analysis that provide a basis for generalizing beyond the EBD program. The scope of work for this EPIC project will be distinct from the work taking place under the EBD program.

Proposals and Teams

Q30: How does equity and diversity of applicant teams get considered?
A30: There is no standalone scoring criterion, nor preference points allocated, for applicant team diversity. Applicants should demonstrate that the team has the qualifications, partnerships, cultural competency, and community engagement capacity needed to successfully conduct research in the proposed communities. See Scoring Criterion 4 – Team Qualifications, Capabilities, and Resources – in Section IV.F. of the Solicitation Manual for more information.

Q31: How many co-applicants can be included in a proposal? 
A31: Proposals must include a primary applicant. There is no requirement or limit on the number of sub-recipients and vendors. The proposal should justify the proposed team in accordance with Scoring Criterion 4 – Team Qualifications, Capabilities, and Resources – in Section IV.F. of the Solicitation Manual.

Q32: Does there need to be a Principal Investigator identified in the proposal?
A32: It is not required to include a Principal Investigator on the proposal. See Attachment 03 – EPIC Project Team Form, which describes that proposals should identify key personnel, defined as “individuals that are critical to the project due to their experience, knowledge, and/or capabilities,” including at a minimum the project manager, principal investigator (if applicable), and employees of any major subcontractor. Team qualifications will be considered when evaluating applications. See Scoring Criterion 4 – Team Qualifications, Capabilities, and Resources – in Section IV.F. of the Solicitation Manual for more information.

Q33: Since EBD would be helping to recruit participants, is there a need to include Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) as partners?  
A33: There is no requirement to include CBOs as part of the applicant team. Scoring Criterion 4 - Team Qualifications, Capabilities, and Resources – in Section IV.F. of the Solicitation Manual will be used to evaluate whether the project team has the appropriate qualifications, experience, and financial stability and capability to complete the project (Criterion 4b).

Q34: Does CEC have a preferred team composition for applicants? For instance, will proposals receive favorable consideration if they include a specific mix of partners such as an industry partner paired with a national laboratory, or is the team structure left entirely to the applicant's discretion?
A34: Applicants can propose any team composition that will enable them to successfully complete the proposed project consistent with the solicitation purpose. Team qualifications, capabilities, and resources will be evaluated according to Scoring Criterion 4 - Team Qualifications, Capabilities, and Resources – in Section IV.F. of the Solicitation Manual.

Q35: Are sub-recipients of the EBD Regional Administrators eligible to apply for this GFO?
A35: Yes, this solicitation is open to all public and private entities with the exception of local publicly owned utilities. If they choose to apply, EBD regional administrators and their sub-recipients may not bill the EBD program for any time spent developing an application.

Expected Research Output

Q36: Regarding the research requirement to demonstrate a capacity for “research to illuminate how to scale up an integrated retrofitting approach and the associated costs, barriers, and benefits of scaling up:”
· Would this be targeting the whole state or just disadvantaged communities?
· Is CEC referring to how to scale or increase adoption of the existing EBD program or to inform future programs?  
A36: Applicants may propose the scope of analysis for scaling up an integrated retrofitting approach based on what is feasible and appropriate given the study sample and lessons learned. The purpose is to inform electrification strategy and implementation broadly across California, and lessons learned may be relevant to current and future programs.

Q37: Can you clarify the relative importance of evaluating the effectiveness of the implementation of EBD program vs measuring the non-energy benefits?
A37: The purpose of this solicitation is not to conduct an evaluation of the EBD program but rather to research the non-energy impacts of integrated packages of electrification retrofits conducted through the EBD program, leveraging a study sample from the EBD Statewide Direct Install Program. See the Project Focus in Section I.C. of the Solicitation Manual for more information on the requirements and critical components to include in a project application.

Q38: Is there any guidance on the types of outputs from this work? Is there a preference for online tools compared to research reports?
A38: All EPIC projects are required to produce a Final Report and undertake knowledge transfer activities (see Attachment 4 – Scope of Work Template). Additional deliverables and knowledge transfer products may be proposed by the applicant consistent with the purpose of the solicitation.

Q39: Is the intent to advance CEC and statewide strategy and policy or for technology manufacturers?
A39: The purpose of this solicitation is to advance statewide decarbonization policy through identification and assessment of non-energy impacts of home electrification and evaluation of key parties’ experience with the retrofitting process, ultimately providing guidance on how these benefits could be considered in strategies and decisions to retrofit or replace gas-fueled appliances with electric and support California’s residential electrification efforts.

Q40: The solicitation references applied research and pre-commercial technologies. Can CEC clarify whether the project is expected to involve emerging technologies, or if evaluation of existing electrification measures is sufficient?   
A40: Electrification retrofit measures will be selected by the EBD Program. Researchers are expected to measure the performance of these new measures for indoor air quality and other non-energy impacts before and after the installations.
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