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June 12, 2025
GFO-25-605
Reliable Electric Charging for Eligible School-bus Sites (RECESS)
Addendum 2

The purpose of this addendum is to notify potential applicants of changes that have been made to GFO-25-605. 

The addendum includes revisions to the Solicitation Manual, Attachment 01 – Application Form, Attachment 02 – Funding Lane 2 Project Narrative, and Attachment 03 – Funding Lane 3 Project Narrative. Added language appears in bold underline, and deleted language appears in [strikethrough] and within square brackets.

SOLICITATION MANUAL
The following edits are made to the Solicitation Manual. 

Attachments

	1
	Application Form

	2
	Funding Lane 2 Project Narrative 

	3
	Funding Lane 3 Project Narrative

	4
	Scope of Work (Informational Only)

	5
	Schedule of Products and Due Dates (Informational Only)

	6
	Budget Forms (Informational Only for Funding Lane 1)

	7
	Letters of Commitment

	8
	Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order [AND/] OR Letter Indicating Need for New Infrastructure 

	9
	Evaluation Criteria for Priority Populations 

	10
	California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Worksheet (Informational Only for Funding Lane 1)

	11
	Past Performance Reference Form(s)

	12
	Applicant Declaration




Section I.H. Maximum Award Amounts

Maximum award amounts are determined by the single applicant cap by funding lane as shown in Table 2 and the type of [charger] grid-connected charging port proposed to be installed as shown in Table 3. The award amount per [charger type] grid-connected charging port can cover all eligible costs associated with the procurement and installation of the grid-connected [charger] charging port and other eligible infrastructure project costs after the aforementioned costs are fully covered. See Section II.D. for eligible project costs.
Applicants can use the following equation to calculate their maximum award amount:

    (Number of Level 2 charging ports to be installed x $20,000)
+  (Number of [Dual Port] Direct Current Fast Charger[s] ports to be 
     installed x [$75,000] $37,500)
=   Maximum award amount, up to the single applicant cap by funding lane
For the purposes of this solicitation, a charger is defined as a device with one or more charging ports for charging EVs. A charging port is defined as the system within a charger that charges one EV. A charging port may have multiple connectors, but it can provide power to charge only one EV through one connector at a time. 
Applicants can only apply to purchase and install at maximum one grid-connected charging port per electric school bus that they can demonstrate need for. For example, an Applicant can apply for two dual port grid-connected chargers (four ports total) if they can demonstrate they have four electric school buses that need supporting charging infrastructure. The Applicant could propose to install one dual port grid-connected Level 2 (L2) charger and one dual port grid-connected direct current fast charger (DCFC) and be eligible for a maximum award of [$95,000] $115,000 for its infrastructure project. More information on how an Applicant demonstrates need is discussed in Section II.B.

Section I.H. Maximum Award Amounts

Table 3: Maximum Award Amounts by Charger [Type] Port
	[CHARGER] CHARGING PORT TYPE
	MAXIMUM 
AWARD AMOUNT 

	L2 Charging Port
	$20,000

	[Dual Port] DCFC or [Dual Port]
Bidirectional DCFC Port
	[$75,000] $37,500



[All DCFCs or bidirectional DCFCs proposed to be installed under this grant solicitation must be dual port.] Table 3 shows the maximum CEC award amount per proposed grid-connected charging port. An Applicant can request the maximum award amount per charging port to cover eligible project costs listed in Section II.D., but an Applicant will not be reimbursed for costs in excess of the per port award amount. If an Applicant purchases a charging port that exceeds the maximum award amounts shown in Table 3, the Applicant can utilize match funds to cover the difference. Additional information on match funding can be found in Section II.E.
For the purposes of this solicitation, a L2 charger is defined as a charger that operates on 208 volts to 240 volts and transfers alternative current (AC) electricity to a device in an EV that converts AC to direct current (DC) to charge an EV’s battery. A DCFC is defined as a charger that enables rapid charging by delivering DC electricity directly to an EV’s battery. A bidirectional DCFC is defined as a charger that allows energy in an EV to be discharged back into the electrical grid. See Section II.C. for minimum technical requirements for the electric school bus charging stations.

Section I.I. Maximum Number of Applications

Applicants are [only] eligible to submit [one] up to two applications under one funding lane under this solicitation. An Applicant must submit two separate applications if they are proposing to install charging infrastructure for both new electric school buses being procured within the agreement term AND existing electric school buses (including recent electric school bus purchase orders prior to agreement execution). If an Applicant is proposing to install charging infrastructure for only new electric school buses OR existing electric school buses, then the Applicant must only submit one application. 
[Additionally,] Applicants must choose only one funding lane when applying. An application may include multiple eligible project site locations, as described in Section II. The total funds requested in an Applicant’s application(s) cannot exceed the single applicant cap described in Table 2.

Section II.A.1. Eligibility.

Table 4: Eligible Applicants for Funding Lane 1
	ELIGIBLE LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY
	MAXIMUM NUMBER OF CHARGING PORTS* 

	[Adelanto Elementary School District]
	[12]

	Alpine County Unified School District
	2

	Calaveras Unified School District
	2

	Calexico Unified School District
	7

	Calipatria Unified School District
	3

	Central Union High School District
	8

	[Columbia Union School District]
	[1]

	Corning Union Elementary School District
	2

	[Corning Union High School District]
	[1]

	Durham Unified School District
	2

	Eastside Union School District
	8

	El Centro Elementary School District
	3

	Eureka City Schools
	1

	[Fillmore Unified School District]
	[3]

	Goleta Union Elementary School District
	2

	Goleta Union School District
	2

	Hueneme Elementary School District
	3

	[Jamestown Elementary School]
	[2]

	[Lake Tahoe Unified School District]
	[10]

	Lassen View Union Elementary
	1

	Live Oak School District
	1

	Los Olivos Elementary School District
	1

	Maxwell Unified School District
	2

	Mendocino Unified School District
	1

	Monterey County Office of Education
	1

	[Meadows Union Elementary School District]
	[4]

	[North Monterey County Unified School District]
	[6]

	[Orland Joint Unified School District]
	[2]

	Oroville City Elementary School District
	3

	Oroville Union High School District/Oroville City Elementary School District
	1

	Pajaro Valley Unified School District
	2

	Paso Robles Joint Unified School District
	3

	Roseville Joint Union High School District
	6

	San Lorenzo Valley Unified School District
	1

	San Luis Coastal Unified School District 
	10

	Sierra Sands Unified School District
	6

	Soledad Unified School District
	4

	Somis Union School District
	1

	Soquel Union Elementary School District
	1

	Tahoe Truckee Unified School District
	6

	Ukiah Unified School District
	4

	[Ventura Unified School District]
	[4]

	Washington Unified School District
	1

	Western Placer Unified School District
	4

	Westmorland Union Elementary School District
	1

	[Wilsona School District]
	[1]



Section II.A.1. Eligibility.

Eligible Applicants must have fifty (50) or fewer active projects across all CEC-funded zero-emission vehicle (ZEV) infrastructure grant agreements, including block grants, at the time of agreement execution.  [A project is considered “active” if it has been awarded under one of CEC’s grants or block grant programs and construction has not finished on the project; a request for final reimbursement has not been submitted; final reimbursement is pending; or the agreement term has not expired.] An “active CEC project” is considered anything prior to the charging port becoming operational. An applicant can have multiple active agreements that utilize CEC funding if the CEC-funded project scopes do not overlap with each other and the CEC funding sources are not “stacked” or combined on a singular project scope. For example, an Applicant may have proposed in a Zero-Emission School Bus and Infrastructure incentive project (ZESBI) application to install two charging ports to support two electric school buses at its bus depot. The Applicant cannot apply for RECESS funds to stack or combine to the aforementioned project scope. However, the Applicant could apply to RECESS with a new distinct project scope. For example, the Applicant could apply to fund an additional three charging ports to support an additional three electric school buses at its bus depot. The CEC reserves the right to modify this requirement.

Section II.B.3. Ownership and Usage Requirements

· The Applicant must be the owner of the electric school buses and all proposed charging infrastructure. [Charging-as-a-service is not eligible under this solicitation.]

Section II.B.4. Infrastructure Deployment Requirements

· Commercially available mobile and off-grid chargers and distributed energy resources, such as battery energy storage systems and/or solar photovoltaics, are eligible project costs if they are zero-emission. Distributed energy resources must also be separately metered for electric school bus charging. 
· These project costs will only be eligible for reimbursement if funds are left over after fully covering the proposed grid-connected [charger(s)] charging port(s) and its associated installation costs.  For example, [if an Applicant proposes three grid-connected charging ports for their four electric school buses, the Applicant may use any remaining funds awarded for those three grid-connected charging ports to cover costs associated with a mobile and/or off-grid charger(s), after fully covering the grid-connected charger(s) and its associated installation costs] if an Applicant requests the maximum award of $80,000 for two dual port grid-connected L2 chargers and the cost of the chargers and their installation is estimated to be $60,000, then the Applicant can budget for $20,000 in commercially available zero-emission distributed energy resources, mobile chargers, and/or off-grid chargers costs. Invoices that request reimbursement for the purchase and installation of the proposed grid-connected charging port(s) must be submitted before reimbursement of commercially available zero-emission mobile and off-grid chargers and distributed energy resources will be considered by the CEC.

Section II.B.4. Infrastructure Deployment Requirements

· All projects must install new EV charging ports. Proposed charging ports under Funding Lane 2 and Funding Lane 3 may replace existing charging ports that are not under warranty and either are not operational [and are not under warranty] or have not been operational for 50 percent or more of the time since installation with adequate justification and evidence provided in Letter Indicating Need for New Infrastructure (Attachment 8). Repairing charging ports or new parts installed in existing units is not eligible under this solicitation.
· [A project that receives funding from another active CEC grant funding opportunity (GFO) or block grant incentive project is not eligible for this solicitation. An “active CEC project” is considered anything prior to commissioning of the EVSE.] An applicant cannot apply funding from other active CEC-funded projects to the scope of the RECESS project. An “active CEC project” is considered anything prior to commissioning of the charging port. An applicant can have multiple active agreements that utilize CEC funding if the CEC-funded project scopes do not overlap and the CEC funding sources are not “stacked” or combined on a singular project scope. For example, an Applicant may have proposed in a ZESBI application to install two charging ports to support two electric school buses at its bus depot. The Applicant cannot apply for RECESS funds to stack or combine to the aforementioned project scope. However, the Applicant could apply to RECESS with a new distinct project scope. For example, the Applicant could apply to fund an additional three charging ports to support an additional three electric school buses at its bus depot. Eligible Applicants must have fifty (50) or fewer active projects across all CEC-funded zero-emission vehicle (ZEV) infrastructure grant agreements, including block grants, at the time of agreement execution.

Section II.B.4. Infrastructure Deployment Requirements

· All charging ports must have a product warranty that covers both parts and labor and lasts at least six years [post commissioning] after the charging port becomes operational.
· This may be an extended warranty or an existing product warranty, depending on the service provider.

Section II.B.6. Electric School Bus Deployment Requirements

· The electric school buses supported by the proposed charging infrastructure must either be new electric school buses being procured within the agreement term or existing electric school buses (including recent electric school bus purchase orders prior to agreement execution) that are not in operation or underutilized due to a lack of charging infrastructure.
· To ensure that charging infrastructure funded under this solicitation will be utilized, Applicants must submit either a Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order (Attachment 8) or a Letter Indicating Need for New Infrastructure (Attachment 8) with their application. An Applicant must submit two separate applications if they are proposing to install charging infrastructure for both new electric school buses being procured within the agreement term AND existing electric school buses (including recent electric school bus purchase orders prior to agreement execution). Please see Section I.I. 
The Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order should reflect plans to place a purchase order within six (6) months of grant agreement execution. [The letter must specify the type(s) and number(s) of electric school buses to be procured.] All electric school buses to be procured must be on the HVIP Vehicle Catalog, which can be found at https://californiahvip.org/vehicle-category/school-bus/?type=655. If an Applicant cannot place a purchase order within six (6) months of agreement execution, the CEC reserves the right to cancel the award and offer funding to the next eligible Applicant on the NOPA list for the same funding lane, or another funding lane if passing applications are exhausted. Purchase orders for all proposed new electric school buses must be submitted before reimbursement for eligible project costs will be considered by the CEC.
While the purchase order must be placed within six (6) months of agreement execution, there is not a firm requirement by when the electric school buses must be delivered. Infrastructure lead times or electric school bus production lead times may vary. However, the electric school bus orders must take place and buses must be delivered by the time the infrastructure becomes energized and operational. 
Applicants who already own electric school buses (including recent electric school bus purchase orders prior to agreement execution) that are not in operation or underutilized due to a lack of charging infrastructure [or have recently placed a purchase order for electric school buses that will use the proposed infrastructure] must submit a Letter Indicating Need for New Infrastructure (Attachment 8). [that states the type(s) and number(s) of electric school buses that are in need of infrastructure and explain the need for the new infrastructure.]   
Requirements for Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order (Attachment 8) or a Letter Indicating Need for New Infrastructure (Attachment 8) are detailed in Section III.D.

Section II.C. Minimum Technical Requirements for Electric School  Bus Infrastructure

Electric school bus charging ports funded under this solicitation shall, at a minimum, meet and adhere to each of the following Minimum Technical Requirements for Electric School Bus Charging Stations during station operation. All of the following Minimum Technical Requirements for Electric School Bus Charging Stations shall be met at the exact electric school bus charging station address(es) approved by the CEC.   
1. Must be capable of providing at least L2 charging. Only conductive L2 charging ports, DCFC ports, and bidirectional DCFC ports are eligible for funding. The minimum power level for an eligible L2 charging port is 19.2 kW. [All DCFCs proposed to be installed under this grant solicitation must be dual port.]

Section II.D. Eligible Project Costs

CEC reimbursable project costs are limited to actual eligible costs incurred during the agreement term and related to the proposed charging ports. Eligible project costs for CEC reimbursement include:
· Charging infrastructure warranties at a fair market price
· Charging-as-a-service, if the Applicant owns all proposed charging infrastructure and all subscription or associated costs can be broken out in Attachment 6 Budget Forms and are not ineligible costs per Section II.D.
· Commercially available off-grid chargers and associated shipping and taxes
· Commercially available zero-emission distributed energy resources, such as battery energy storage systems and/or solar photovoltaics, separately metered for electric bus charging and associated shipping and taxes
· Commercially available zero-emission mobile chargers and associated shipping and taxes
· Commercially available demand management equipment or software
· Electric meters
· Electric panels
· Electricity transmission materials (such as wiring, conduit, hangers, etc.)
· Grid-connected chargers and associated shipping and taxes
· Installation and commissioning costs 
· Mandatory utility service upgrades that are not paid by the utility
· Networking agreement
· Operation and maintenance service agreement
· Planning and engineering design
· Transformers

Charging infrastructure warranties, networking agreements, demand management equipment or software, charging-as-a-service, and operation and maintenance service agreement costs can extend up to six years [post commissioning] after the charging port becomes operational but must be incurred during the agreement term. These costs must be at a fair market price.
Zero-emission distributed energy resources, mobile chargers, and off-grid chargers will only be eligible for reimbursement if CEC funds are left over after fully covering the proposed grid-connected charger(s) and its associated installation costs. For example, [if an Applicant proposes three grid-connected charging ports for their four electric school buses, the Applicant may use any remaining funds awarded for those three charging ports to cover costs associated with mobile and/or off-grid chargers, after fully covering the grid-connected charger(s) and its associated installation costs] if an Applicant requests the maximum award of $80,000 for two dual port grid-connected L2 chargers and the cost of the chargers and their installation is estimated to be $60,000, then the Applicant can budget for $20,000 in commercially available zero-emission distributed energy resources, mobile chargers, and/or off-grid chargers costs. Invoices that request reimbursement for the purchase and installation of the proposed grid-connected charging port(s) must be submitted before reimbursement of commercially available zero-emission mobile and off-grid chargers and distributed energy resources will be considered by the CEC. A mobile and/or off-grid charger cannot be proposed to be purchased in place of a grid-connected charging port, which is used to calculate the Maximum Award Amount as discussed in Section I. H.

Section II.E. Ineligible Project Costs

Costs incurred for the following are ineligible for reimbursement. This is not an exhaustive list.
· Applicant’s direct labor, fringe benefits, and indirect costs or overhead
· Charger repairs that are outside of the operation and maintenance service agreement
· [Charging-as-a-service]
· Cost of electricity or power
· Design and/or manufacturing of chargers
· Distributed energy resources used to meet Energy Code requirements for school buildings
· Electric school bus procurement
· Electric school bus related expenses (such as costs for vehicle parts and maintenance, transportation service and operations, software, labor for vehicle repairs, driver compensation, warranties, etc)
· Equipment that is received from warranty insurance claims
· Equipment that is resold, rebuilt, or rented/leased
· Grant management
· Outreach and engagement 
· Profit for Applicant
· Property taxes
· Research and development 
· Software development
· Travel costs
· Vehicles
NOTE: Costs incurred prior to executing an agreement will not be reimbursed by the CEC.

Section II.F. Match Funding Requirements

There is no match share requirement for this solicitation.
[Applicants may use funding sources other than funding from other active CEC projects to supplement eligible project costs. An “active CEC project” is considered anything prior to commissioning of the charging port. Applicants/Recipients utilizing multiple funding sources must demonstrate a clear separation of funding sources when applying them to the project.]
An Applicant can utilize non-CEC funding sources, such as but not limited to state, federal, or local air district funding, as match share for the project. Applicants utilizing non-CEC funding sources must identify the sources and demonstrate a clear separation of funding sources when applying them to the project. CEC-funding sources, such as but not limited to ZESBI, EnergIIZE, or other grant funding opportunities cannot be stacked with RECESS funding on a singular project scope. See Section II.E. for more information. RECESS funds must be applied to the purchase of the proposed grid-connected charging ports in their application.

Section III.D.3. Funding Lane 2 Project Narrative (Attachment 2) [Funding Lane 2]

a. Project Implementation and Readiness
1) Describe the need for the proposed charging infrastructure in Attachment 8.
2) Include information documenting progress towards achieving compliance under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for all proposed project sites. If CEQA compliance has not been obtained, Applications must include a schedule to complete CEQA activities for the proposed project, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the Lead Agency. 
3) Include information about the permitting required for all project sites and whether or not the permitting has been completed. If the permitting has not been completed, applications must include a permitting schedule that ensures the successful project completion within the timeframes specified in this solicitation, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the authorities having jurisdiction(s) over the project.
4) Describe how the proposed project will coordinate with the respective utility provider for utility connection and how the Applicant will minimize time to energize the proposed site(s).
5) Describe the estimated timeline for charger installation and commissioning from the point of anticipated CEC Business Meeting approval. Include details on how this process can be expedited to ensure the project will be completed within 36 months of agreement execution, including 12-months of data collection.
6) Describe potential project delays and the strategies that will be used to mitigate delays.
7) Describe a clear and realistic timeline for when electric school buses will be in operation to utilize the installed charging infrastructure.

Section III.D.4. Funding Lane 3 Project Narrative (Attachment 3)[Funding Lane 3]

b. Project Implementation and Readiness
1) Describe the need for the proposed charging infrastructure in Attachment 8.
2) Include information documenting progress towards achieving compliance under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for all proposed project sites. If CEQA compliance has not been obtained, Applications must include a schedule to complete CEQA activities for the proposed project, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the Lead Agency. 
3) Include information about the permitting required for all project sites and whether or not the permitting has been completed. If the permitting has not been completed, applications must include a permitting schedule that ensures the successful project completion within the timeframes specified in this solicitation, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the authorities having jurisdiction(s) over the project.
4) Describe how the proposed project will coordinate with the respective utility provider for utility connection and how the Applicant will minimize time to energize the proposed site(s).
5) Describe the estimated timeline for charger installation and commissioning from the point of anticipated CEC Business Meeting approval. Include details on how this process can be expedited to ensure the project will be completed within 36 months of agreement execution, including 12-months of data collection.
6) Describe project delays and the strategies that will be used to mitigate delays.
7) Describe a clear and realistic timeline for when electric school buses will be in operation to utilize the installed charging infrastructure.

Section III.D.8. Letters of Commitment (Attachment 7) [Funding Lane 3]

Applicants must submit the following commitment letters, as applicable to the funding lane under which the Applicant is applying. A commitment letter commits an entity or individual to providing the service or funding described in the letter. Letters from each entity are limited to two-pages each.
a. Key Project Partners: Key project partners identified in the application must provide letters demonstrating their ability to fulfill their identified roles. 
b. Service Agreement Documentation: A third-party transportation provider must provide letters from each local educational agency the project will support. Letters must verify that an existing transportation service agreement is in place with the local educational agency [prior to application submission] or there is a contingent transportation service agreement with the local educational agency that will be executed within six (6) months following approval of the grant agreement resulting from this solicitation at a CEC Business Meeting. The Applicant must submit supporting documentation confirming this requirement is met within the timeline and before an agreement with the CEC will be executed. If this deadline is missed, the CEC reserves the right to cancel the proposed award and recommend funding for the next eligible proposal on the NOPA for the same funding lane, or another funding lane if passing applications are exhausted. The letter must also state that the transportation service agreement will be in place [during the proposed project term] for at least six years after a charging port becomes operational. The letter must contain a telephone number and email address to allow the CEC to contact the local educational agency.
c. Station Site Owner Letter of Commitment: Applications must include a letter of commitment from the current owner of the site for each proposed charging station location. The letter must be signed and dated by the site owner or representative who is duly authorized to commit the site as a location of a charging station. The letter must also contain a telephone number and email address to allow the CEC to contact the site owner or representative to confirm the commitment and authority to commit to the proposed project. If a proposed site is owned AND operated by the same entity or individual, the letter shall state so. The letter must indicate that the site owner will operate, or allow the applicant to operate, the proposed charging ports for a minimum of six (6) years after [commissioning] the charging port becomes operational. 
If a site is leased by the Applicant, access rights may be demonstrated by providing an executed lease for the land on which the charging station will be constructed. If the lease is valid for less than the required six (6) years, the Applicant must commit to operating the charging ports until the current agreement ends and make a good faith effort to extend the agreement or secure a contractual right to access the site to continue operation for the full six years.

Section III.D.9. Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order [AND/] OR Letter Indicating Need for New Infrastructure (Attachment 8) [Funding Lane 2 and Funding Lane 3]

[Applicants must submit a Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order with their application, with the exception of applicants already using existing electric school buses (see alternative requirement below). The letter is limited to two-pages. The letter should reflect plans to place a purchase order within six (6) months of grant agreement execution. The letter must specify the type(s) and number(s) of electric school buses to be procured and justify the need for the proposed infrastructure.]
Applicants must submit either a Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order or a Letter Indicating Need for New Infrastructure with their application. The type of letter is dependent on whether the proposed charging port(s) will support new electric school buses being procured within the agreement term or existing electric school buses (including recent electric school bus purchase orders prior to agreement execution) with the application. An Applicant must submit two separate applications if they are proposing to install charging infrastructure for both new electric school buses being procured within the agreement term AND existing electric school buses. Please see Section I.I.  
Applicants that propose to install charging port(s) that will support new electric school buses procured within the agreement term must submit a Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order that reflects plans to place a purchase order within six (6) months of grant agreement execution. If an Applicant cannot place a purchase order within six (6) months of agreement execution, the CEC reserves the right to cancel the award and offer funding to the next eligible Applicant on the NOPA list for the same funding lane, or another funding lane if passing applications are exhausted. Purchase orders for all proposed new electric school buses must be submitted before reimbursement for any eligible project costs will be considered by the CEC. While the purchase order must be placed within six (6) months of agreement execution, there is not a firm requirement by when the electric school buses must be delivered. Infrastructure lead times or bus production lead times may vary and the fleet operator may need to ensure alignment of those. However, the electric school bus orders must take place and buses must be delivered by the time the infrastructure becomes energized and operational. 

[Applicants who already own electric school buses or have recently placed a purchase order for electric school buses must submit a Letter Indicating Need for New Infrastructure. The letter is limited to two-pages. The letter must state the type(s) and number(s) of electric school buses that are in need of charging infrastructure and explain the need for the new infrastructure. This letter will be submitted instead of a Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order.] 
Applicants that propose to install charging port(s) that will support existing electric school buses that are not in operation or underutilized due to a lack of charging infrastructure must submit a Letter Indicating Need for New Infrastructure with their application. Reasons new charging infrastructure may be needed include, but are not limited to:
· Existing charging [infrastructure is] ports are insufficient for the current fleet of electric school buses (not enough charging ports, not enough high-powered charging ports for route needs, etc.).
· Existing charging ports that [are not operational, are not under warranty, and need to be replaced] are not under warranty and either are not operational or have not been operational for 50 percent or more of the time since installation, and need to be replaced. Repairing charging ports is not eligible under this solicitation.
All applicants must justify the need for the proposed charging ports in their Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order or Letter Indicating Need for New Infrastructure. The letter is limited to two-pages. Justification should include at a minimum: 
· Type(s) and number(s) of electric school buses that are in Applicant’s fleet
· Type(s), number(s), and capacity of existing charging infrastructure that is utilized by the existing electric school bus fleet 
· Type(s) and number(s) of electric school buses to be procured (Required only for Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order)
· Plans to place a purchase order within six (6) months of grant agreement execution (Required only for Letter of Intent to Place a Purchase Order)
· Current total annual mileage covered by the existing electric school buses
· Additional annual mileage that Applicant plans to cover with the existing electric school buses and with the proposed charging ports
· How the number and capacity of the proposed ports were determined in relation to the duty cycle of the existing or proposed new buses and the existing charging infrastructure
· Other evidence that demonstrates why existing electric school buses are not in operation or underutilized because of a lack of infrastructure (If applicable for Letter of Indicating Need for New Infrastructure)

Section IV.E. Evaluation Criteria [Funding Lane 2]

Funding Lane 2 applications will be evaluated using the evaluation criteria table below.

	Criterion for Funding Lane 2
	Possible Points

	Project Implementation and Readiness
Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
· The need for the proposed charging infrastructure is clear and justified in Attachment 8.
· The proposed project has achieved compliance under CEQA. 
· Required permitting for the proposed project has been completed. 
· The estimated timeline to energize the site(s) is realistic and minimized. 
· The estimated timeline for charger installation and commissioning from the point of anticipated CEC Business Meeting approval is realistic and expedited.
· Potential project delays and strategies to mitigate delays are identified.
· The timeline for when electric school buses will be in operation to utilize the installed charging infrastructure is clear and realistic.
NOTE: Project Implementation and Readiness must obtain a minimum passing score of 56 points (70 percent) within this evaluation criterion to be eligible for funding.
	
80



Section IV.F. Evaluation Criteria [Funding Lane 3]

Funding Lane 3 applications will be evaluated using the evaluation criteria table below.

	Project Implementation and Readiness
Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
· The need for the proposed charging infrastructure is clear and justified in Attachment 8.
· The proposed project has achieved compliance under CEQA.
· Required permitting for the proposed project has been completed.
· The estimated timeline to energize the site(s) is minimized.
· The estimated timeline for charger installation and commissioning from the point of anticipated CEC Business Meeting approval is realistic and expedited.
· Potential project delays and strategies to mitigate delays are identified.
· The timeline for when electric school buses will be in operation to utilize the installed charging infrastructure is clear and realistic.
NOTE: Project Implementation and Readiness must obtain a minimum passing score of 21 points (70 percent) within this evaluation criterion to be eligible for funding.
	
30



Section V.A. Definition of Key Words

	Operational
	A charging port’s hardware and software are both online and available for use, or in use, and the charging port is capable of successfully dispensing electricity.





ATTACHMENT 1 – APPLICATION FORM
The following edits are made to the Application Form (Attachment 01).   

	Requested Charger Type Information

	Charger Type
	Quantity

	Level 2 (L2) Charging Port
	      X $20,000

	[Dual Port] Direct Current Fast Charger (DCFC) Port
	      X [$75,000] $37,500

	[Dual Port] Bidirectional DCFC Port
	      X [$75,000] $37,500

	Maximum Award Amount 
	      (Sum of above)



	Electric School Bus Information (Funding Lane 2 and Funding Lane 3 Only)
Only respond to one of the following. An applicant must submit two separate applications if they are proposing to install charging infrastructure for both new electric school buses being procured within the agreement term AND existing electric school buses (including recent electric school bus purchase order prior to the agreement term). Please see Section I.I. Of Solicitation Manual Addendum 2.

	How many new electric school buses are proposed to be purchased after the Notice of Proposed Awards? 
	     

	How many existing electric school buses are without sufficient charging infrastructure?
	     






ATTACHMENT 2 – FUNDING LANE 2 PROJECT NARRATIVE
The following edits are made to the Funding Lane 2 Project Narrative (Attachment 02).   

Project Implementation and Readiness

1) Describe the need for the proposed charging infrastructure in Attachment 8.
2) Include information documenting progress towards achieving compliance under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for all proposed project sites. If CEQA compliance has not been obtained, Applications must include a schedule to complete CEQA activities for the proposed project, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the Lead Agency. 
3) Include information about the permitting required for all project sites and whether or not the permitting has been completed. If the permitting has not been completed, applications must include a permitting schedule that ensures the successful project completion within the timeframes specified in this solicitation, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the authorities having jurisdiction(s) over the project.
4) Describe how the proposed project will coordinate with the respective utility provider for utility connection and how the Applicant will minimize time to energize the proposed site(s).
5) Describe the estimated timeline for charger installation and commissioning from the point of anticipated CEC Business Meeting approval. Include details on how this process can be expedited to ensure the project will be completed within 36 months of agreement execution, including 12-months of data collection.
6) Describe potential project delays and the strategies that will be used to mitigate delays. 
7) Describe a clear and realistic timeline for when electric


ATTACHMENT 3 – FUNDING LANE 3 PROJECT NARRATIVE
The following edits are made to the Funding Lane 3 Project Narrative (Attachment 03).   

Project Implementation and Readiness

1) Describe the need for the proposed charging infrastructure in Attachment 8.
2) Include information documenting progress towards achieving compliance under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for all proposed project sites. If CEQA compliance has not been obtained, Applications must include a schedule to complete CEQA activities for the proposed project, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the Lead Agency. 
3) Include information about the permitting required for all project sites and whether or not the permitting has been completed. If the permitting has not been completed, applications must include a permitting schedule that ensures the successful project completion within the timeframes specified in this solicitation, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the authorities having jurisdiction(s) over the project.
4) Describe how the proposed project will coordinate with the respective utility provider for utility connection and how the Applicant will minimize time to energize the proposed site(s).
5) Describe the estimated timeline for charger installation and commissioning from the point of anticipated CEC Business Meeting approval. Include details on how this process can be expedited to ensure the project will be completed within 36 months of agreement execution, including 12-months of data collection.
6) Describe project delays and the strategies that will be used to mitigate delays.
7) Describe a clear and realistic timeline for when electric school buses will be in operation to utilize the installed charging infrastructure.


Carissa Peri
Commission Agreement Officer
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