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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS
Energy Code Compliance Evaluation Support

The purpose of this document is to provide answers to questions for the above solicitation. The following answers are based on the California Energy Commission (CEC) staff’s interpretation of the questions received.
Pre-Bid Conference Questions
Q1:	Can we get a copy of the pre-bid conference presentation? 
A1:	Yes, the pre-bid conference presentation is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support). It is also available on the RFQ-25-401 pre-bid conference webpage under “Presentation” (https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/2026-05/pre-bid-conference-rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q2:	Is the Zoom recording of the pre-bid conference available to participants?
A2:	Yes, the Zoom recording of the pre-bid conference is available on the RFQ-25-401 pre-bid conference webpage under “Event Recording” (https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/2026-05/pre-bid-conference-rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q3:	How can I get a copy of the pre-bid conference attendee list?
A3:	Due to security reasons, the CEC is unable to post the attendee list to the solicitation webpage. Please email the Commission Agreement Officer Diana Grady (diana.grady@energy.ca.gov) to request a copy of the pre-bid conference attendee list. Make sure to include the solicitation number RFQ-25-401 in the subject line. 
Q4:	Are questions asked during the pre-bid conference documented in the written Questions & Answers (Q&A) document? 
A4:	Yes, questions asked during the pre-bid conference are documented in this written Q&A document.


Due Date / Schedule Questions 
Q5:	Can the Statement of Qualifications (SOQ) submission deadline be extended? 
A5:	No, the SOQ submission deadline cannot be extended. Due to the length of the Scope of Work (SOW), the CEC allotted additional time between the release of the solicitation and SOQ submission deadline. To ensure the agreement resulting from this solicitation is executed on time (CEC aims to have a fully executed contract by January 1, 2027), the submission deadline cannot be extended.
General / Administrative Questions
Q6:	What changes were made via Addendum 1 posted on May 27, 2026?
A6:	Addendum 1 corrected minor errors in the solicitation manual and Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example. A cover letter detailing all changes is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q7:	In the Background Summary section located on pages 10-11 of the solicitation manual, it states there are seven building categories, but only six categories were listed. Were newly constructed nonresidential buildings also intended to be included?
A7:	Yes, newly constructed buildings are one of the seven building categories, and were intended to be included in the solicitation manual. The CEC posted Addendum 1 to the solicitation manual on May 27, 2026, which corrected this minor error. A cover letter detailing all changes is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q8:	Is there a list of interested parties for developing teams? 
A8:	No, there is not a list of interested parties for developing teams, but there is a pre-bid conference attendee list. Please email the Commission Agreement Officer Diana Grady (diana.grady@energy.ca.gov) to request a copy. Make sure to include the solicitation number RFQ-25-401 in the subject line. 
Q9:	Can you confirm that the CEC expects to contract with a single Firm as the outcome of this solicitation?
A9:	Yes, this solicitation will result in the CEC selecting a single Firm as the Prime Contractor.
Q10:	Will there be a penalty given to Firms who include staff in the SOQ that are not California residents?
A10:	No, there will not be a penalty given to Firms who include non-California resident staff in their SOQs. The CEC encourages all eligible Firms to respond to this solicitation. Responses shall be in the form of an SOQ. The SOQ shall detail the Firm’s qualifications to perform the tasks outlined in the SOW. For additional information, please see the “Project Team Relevant Experience and Qualifications” section located on pages 105 and 116 of the solicitation manual available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q11:	Who will be on the Evaluation Committee for this solicitation? 
A11:	The Evaluation committee will be comprised of CEC staff members from the Efficiency Division who are knowledgeable and involved with program areas addressed in this solicitation. For transparency and fairness to all interested parties, potential applicants can only correspond with the Commission Agreement Officer Diana Grady (diana.grady@energy.ca.gov) during the solicitation process (see page 15 of the solicitation manual). CEC program staff are prohibited from directly corresponding with potential applicants or replying to questions during this phase of the solicitation process. The solicitation manual is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q12:	Would someone from the CEC be available to provide a presentation about this solicitation to my organization? 
A12:	No, the CEC cannot provide a presentation about this solicitation to individual organizations. For transparency and fairness to all interested parties, potential applicants can only correspond with the Commission Agreement Officer Diana Grady (diana.grady@energy.ca.gov) during the solicitation process (see page 15 of the solicitation manual). A Zoom recording of the pre-bid conference is available on the RFQ-25-401 pre-bid conference webpage under “Event Recording” (https://www.energy.ca.gov/event/2026-05/pre-bid-conference-rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support). The solicitation manual is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q13:	What can be expected from the cost negotiation process?
A13:	Detailed information regarding the cost negotiation process is located on pages 111-112 of the solicitation manual, which is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support). In addition, Title 20 of California Code of Regulations, Division 2, Chapter 7, Article 4, Section 2564 - Estimation of Value of Services states the following, “Before conducting discussions with any Firm concerning fees, the Commission shall cause an estimate of the value of such services to be prepared. This estimate shall serve as a guide in evaluating fair and reasonable compensation during negotiations. At any time the Commission determines its estimate to be unrealistic due to changing market costs, special conditions, or other relevant considerations, the estimate shall be reevaluated and modified as necessary. The Commission's estimate shall remain confidential until the award of contract or abandonment of any further procedure for the services to which it relates.”
Q14:	Can more than one primary task from the SOW be included in a single Work Authorization (WA)? 
A14: 	Due to the structure, budget, milestones, and other requirements of the CEC’s Inflation Reduction Act Building Energy Codes (or IRA Codes) Award from the US Department of Energy (or DOE), the CEC may choose to combine more than one primary task into a single WA. However, decisions on WA structure are pending and will not be until after the SOQ submission deadline. It is also important to note that the WA for Task 1 (Agreement Management) cannot be combined with other tasks.
Q15:	Can the CEC confirm the federal government would consider the selected Firm a “Contractor” and not a “Subrecipient”? This is important because some Firms hold other contracts with the CEC or DOE that may prevent them from serving as Subrecipients. 
A15:	Yes, as the Recipient of the IRA Codes Award from DOE, the CEC has determined that all Firms participating in the agreement resulting from this solicitation will be Contractors and Subcontractors, not Subrecipients. 
As stated in in 2 CFR 200.331 (https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-2/subtitle-A/chapter-II/part-200/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFR031321e29ac5bbd/section-200.331), “The pass-through entity is responsible for making case-by-case determinations to determine whether the entity receiving Federal funds is a Subrecipient or a Contractor.” 
Additionally, 2 CFR 200.331 also states, “A contract is for the purpose of obtaining goods and services for the recipient's or subrecipient's use and creates a procurement relationship with a contractor.” 
Q16:	Exhibit F of Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example indicates that contracts and subcontracts exceeding $150,000 must comply with the Clean Air Act and Federal Water Pollution Control Act. Is this true for Recipients, Subrecipients, and Contractors as defined in federal regulations?
A16:	As the Recipient of the IRA Codes Award from DOE, the CEC has determined that all Firms participating in the agreement resulting from this solicitation will be Contractors and Subcontractors, not Subrecipients. The Prime Contractor and any Subcontractor Firms who receive $150,000 or more in funds via the contract resulting from this solicitation must comply with all applicable standards, orders, or regulations issued pursuant to the Clean Air Act and Federal Water Pollution Control Act. For more information, please see Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support). 
Q17:	In the event of a discrepancy between the Prime Contractor and the CEC regarding the selection of a Subcontractor to perform specific tasks under the contract, how should such a disagreement be resolved?
A17:	Exhibit D of Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example, includes guidance applicable to Subcontractors for the agreement resulting from this solicitation, which is available along with the solicitation manual on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support). 
The Prime Contractor will be responsible for scheduling and assigning Subcontractors to specific tasks in the manner described in the agreement, coordinating Subcontractor accessibility to CEC staff, and submitting completed projects to the Commission Agreement Manager (CAM). This exhibit also states the CEC reserves the right to replace a Subcontractor, request additional Subcontractors, and approve additional Subcontractors requested by the Contractor. 
Additionally, as stated under Subtask 3.5 located on pages 41-44 of the solicitation manual, it is important to mention that the Contractor must identify, propose, and engage a qualified independent Qualified Statistician Reviewer (Reviewer) for CEC approval, including submission of qualifications, resume, supporting certifications, examples of prior work, and disclosure of any conflicts-of-interest. All deliverables completed by the Reviewer must be submitted directly to the CEC. The Reviewer must report directly to the CEC on key design decisions and disclose any actual or potential conflict of interest. The CEC reserves the right to approve, reject, or replace the designated Reviewer with another Reviewer from another Qualified Subcontractor Firm.
Should there be a disagreement between the CEC and the Prime Contractor regarding the selection of a Subcontractor to perform specific tasks under the contract, the CEC and Prime Contractor will need to work together to identify a path forward that is agreeable to both parties. 
Q18:	Could you clarify contracting for the Designated Qualified Statistician. Will they be part of the project team or hired directly by the CEC?
A18:	No, the CEC will not directly hire the Designated Qualified Statistician. As included in the Evaluation Criteria detailed on pages 104 and 116 of the solicitation manual, a Firm’s SOQ must identify at least one qualified Subcontractor Firm dedicated to providing Qualified Statistician Review as a part of the Project Team. The solicitation manual is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q19:	Are the direct field observations, measurements, and testing included in the SOW anticipated to be subject to prevailing wage by the California Department of Industrial Relations (DIR) for Building/Construction Inspection?
A19:	The agreement resulting from this solicitation will be technical support services contract. Consultant staff from the agreement will complete direct field observations, measurements, and testing as detailed in Subtask 6.4 “Energy-Based Compliance Data Collection” of the SOW. The CEC is currently reaching out to DIR for guidance about whether that work is considered a public work and subject to prevailing wage. Firms should assume direct field observations, measurements, and testing work falls under the craft of Building/Construction Inspector and will be subject to prevailing wage, unless and until the CEC states otherwise. On June 9, 2026, the CEC posted Addendum 3 to the solicitation manual to add information under Subtask 6.4 about the possibility of certain work being subject to prevailing wage. The CEC also posted the current prevailing wage rate sheets from DIR for Building/Construction Inspectors in Northern California (Attachment 10) and Southern California (Attachment 11) to the solicitation webpage. The updated solicitation manual, cover letter detailing the changes made, and prevailing wage rate sheets are available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support). Note: The prevailing wage rates may be updated as determined by DIR.
Funding Questions
Q20:	What happens if the $11.5 million in federal funding from the CEC’s IRA Codes Award is reduced or deleted?
A20:	If funding for any fiscal year is reduced or deleted by the Budget Act for purposes of this program, or any of the grant awards from a federal agency of the United States that provide funding for this Agreement, are reduced or eliminated, the CEC shall have the option to either: cancel this Agreement with no liability occurring to the State, or offer an agreement amendment to the Contractor to reflect the reduced amount. For more information, please see Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q21:	Per the solicitation manual and pre-bid conference presentation, funding is contingent upon the continued availability of federal funds. Are there any DOE funds currently encumbered to the CEC?
A21: 	Yes, the CEC has received an official IRA Codes Award from DOE and currently has budget authority to spend most of the $11.5 million in federal funding available via this solicitation. However, it is important to note that encumbrances are not actual expenses until the payments are issued, and the CEC must submit invoices for all expenditures to DOE for review and approval. It is only upon DOE approval of a submitted invoice that the CEC can draw down federal funds and issue a payment. 
Q22:	Will the budget for the contract resulting from this solicitation be divided by task? If so, can you provide the budget breakdown? Will there be an opportunity to redistribute the planned task budgets? 
A22:	Yes, the resulting contract will have a planned budget per task. 
No, we cannot provide the budget breakdown, because it is pending and will not be finalized until after the SOQ submission deadline. 
Yes, there may be an opportunity to redistribute the planned task budgets after they are finalized, but this will depend upon DOE approval and/or other factors. 
Q23:	Of the available $11.5 million, will some funding need to be reserved for the local jurisdiction implementation described in Task 10 of the SOW? 
A23:	No, none of the available $11.5 million needs to be reserved for the local jurisdiction implementation described in Task 10. The Prime Contractor will provide technical support services only for Task 10. No solicitations or agreements will be awarded out of the agreement resulting from this solicitation. 
Q24:	Can you confirm the amount of funds reserved for the local jurisdiction implementation described in Task 10? 
A24:	Yes, the CEC has approximately $3.6 million in funds reserved for the local jurisdiction implementation described in Task 10. It is important to note, however, that none of the $11.5 million in funds available via this solicitation need to be reserved for local jurisdiction implementation. The Prime Contractor will provide technical support services only for Task 10. No solicitations or agreements will be awarded out of the agreement resulting from this solicitation.
Q25:	In our experience when conducting site visits, we often find that incentives help cost-effectively achieve sample targets. Would the contract allow payment of incentives (and reimbursement) to the selected sample sites?
A25: 	As stated in Volume 2, Section 208 of the State Contracting Manual (https://www.dgs.ca.gov/PD/Resources/SCM), “The Constitution of the State of California prohibits any gift of public funds. All expenditures of public funds must support the Department's function, purpose, and benefit the state.”  
The CEC has approved the use of funds to incentivize survey respondents in some contract agreements. The awarded Prime Contractor must provide a written justification describing the type, number, and dollar amount of incentives, as well as why they are appropriate, to the CEC for review and approval. It is important to note that the use of incentives may also require DOE review and approval. 
Should the use of incentives be approved for the agreement resulting from this solicitation, the incentives would come from the contract budget.
Prime Contractor & Subcontractor Eligibility Questions
Q26:	We are not a large company, but we have a lot of experience. Do we have any chance of winning this award as a smaller business? 
A26:	Yes, the CEC encourages all eligible Firms to respond to this solicitation. Responses shall be in the form of an SOQ. The SOQ shall detail the Firm’s qualifications to perform the tasks outlined in the SOW. Please see the “Project Team Relevant Experience and Qualifications” section located on pages 105 and 116 of the solicitation manual for more information. 
The CEC must evaluate each SOQ uniformly and fairly. Format requirements and instructions on how to submit an SOQ are located on pages 101 through 108 of the solicitation manual. In addition, Section IV “Evaluation Process and Criteria” located on pages 109 through 118 of the solicitation manual details specifically how the CEC will screen, review, and score each SOQ received in response to this solicitation. 
The solicitation manual is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q27:	The proposal requires architectural and engineering consultants. Are Firms or their staff required to be licensed professional engineers or licensed architects?
A27:	No, not every member of the proposed team must be a licensed architect or engineer. However, the project team must be qualified to perform the tasks as described in the SOW located on pages 18 through 100 of the solicitation manual, which is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
The CEC encourages all eligible Firms to respond to this solicitation. Responses shall be in the form of an SOQ. The SOQ shall detail the Firm’s qualifications to perform the tasks outlined in the SOW. Please see the “Project Team Relevant Experience and Qualifications” section located on pages 105 and 116 of the solicitation manual for more information. 
In addition, the CEC must evaluate each SOQ uniformly and fairly. Format requirements and instructions on how to submit an SOQ are located on pages 101 through 108 of the solicitation manual. In addition, Section IV “Evaluation Process and Criteria” located on pages 109 through 118 of the solicitation manual details specifically how the CEC will screen, review, and score each SOQ received in response to this solicitation.
Q28:	Are there any minimum qualifications required of the Prime Contractor for this solicitation?
A28:	Please see the “Eligible Firms” section located on page 13 of the solicitation manual, which opens the solicitation to all public and private entities as eligible applicants. Please also refer to the “Evaluation of SOQ – Criteria” section located on pages 114-118 of the solicitation manual, which describes how each applicant’s statement of qualifications will be reviewed. All companies must be registered with California Secretary of State, provide a United States tax identification number, and comply with all other RFQ requirements. The selected Prime Contractor will need to comply with California law and sign a contract similar to Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example, which is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support). 
It is also important to note that all work performed under the agreement resulting from this solicitation must be performed in the United States unless DOE provides a waiver.
Q29:	Do all Subcontractors have to be registered with the California Secretary of State?
A29:	Before transacting intrastate business in California, all businesses must first register with the California Secretary of State. Businesses should comply with all applicable laws, ordinances, regulations, and standards and should consult with their own counsel if they have questions regarding Secretary of State registration requirements. 
For purposes of submitting an SOQ in response to this solicitation, please see page 13 of the solicitation manual, which is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
It indicates that all corporations, limited liability companies (LLCs), limited partnerships (LPs), and limited liability partnerships (LLPs) that conduct intrastate business in California are required to be registered and in good standing with the California Secretary of State prior to a project being recommended for approval at a CEC business meeting. If not currently registered, applicants are encouraged to contact the Secretary of State’s Office as soon as possible to avoid potential delays in beginning the proposed project (should the application be successful). 
In addition, sole proprietors using a fictitious business name must be registered with the appropriate county and provide evidence of registration to the CEC prior to the agreement resulting from this solicitation being recommended for approval at a CEC business meeting.
Q30:	Can Firms who are located outside of California apply for this solicitation?
A30: 	All work performed under the agreement resulting from this solicitation must be performed in the United States unless DOE provides a waiver. Please see the Federal Terms and Conditions in Exhibit F of Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example, available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support) for more information.
In addition, while nothing in this solicitation prohibits Firms and their respective Subcontractors outside of California from applying and performing work outside of California, each company should collaborate with its own legal counsel to determine if it can legally enter into a contract for this work. Certain laws of California, the United States, or the foreign countries in which the company is located may prohibit a resulting contract. For example only, and by no means legal advice or an exhaustive list, potential applicants may want their own legal counsel to consider:
1. All companies must be registered with California Secretary of State, provide United States tax identification number, and comply with all other RFQ requirements. The selected Contractor will need to comply with California law and sign a contract similar to Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example.
2. The California Taxpayer and Shareholder Protection Act of 2003, California Public Contract Code sections 10286 et seq.
3. California’s Darfur Contract Act of 2008, California Public Contract Code sections 10475 et seq.
4. California’s Iran Contracting Act of 2010, California Public Contract Code sections 2200 et seq.
5. United States federal export control laws, which prohibit contracts for certain activities with certain countries.
6. United States trade agreements.
Q31:	Are there any conflict-of-interest (COI) concerns with Firms currently engaged with either code improvement, compliance, or evaluation activities in the state of California? 
A31:	The CEC is open to having members on the winning project team who are also currently engaged with either code improvement, compliance, or evaluation activities in the state of California. Whether those activities pose a COI as detailed in Exhibit E of Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example would depend on the specific facts of the situation and may necessitate consultation with your legal counsel. 
Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support)
Q32:	Are there any COI concerns for Firms currently working with the CEC on code improvement efforts?
A32:	The CEC is open to having members on the winning project team who are also working with the CEC on code improvement efforts. Whether those activities pose a COI as detailed in Exhibit E of Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example, would depend on the specific facts of the situation and may necessitate consultation with your legal counsel.
Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support)
Q33:	Are Firms who work on investor-owned utility (IOU) codes and standards enhancement programs, or code compliance improvement programs in the state of California precluded from bidding on this RFQ?
A33:	No, Firms who work on IOU codes and standards enhancement programs, or code compliance improvement programs in the state of California are not precluded from bidding on this RFQ. The CEC is open to having members on the winning project team who are also supporting the IOU codes and standards enhancement programs and code compliance improvement programs. Whether potential code and standards work funded by IOUs could pose a COI as detailed in Exhibit E of Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example, would depend on the specific facts of the situation and may necessitate consultation with your legal counsel. 
Attachment 6, Standard Agreement Example is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
SOQ Submission Questions
Q34:	Can proposals be submitted via email? 
A34:	No, hard copies or submissions via email or fax will not be accepted for this solicitation. Responses shall be in the form of an SOQ. The method of delivery for SOQs is the CEC’s Grant Solicitation System (GSS), which is located at (https://gss.energy.ca.gov/). For instructions on how to apply using the GSS system, please see the "GSS How to Apply" document available on the CEC webpage at (https://www.energy.ca.gov/media/1654). First time users must register as a new user to access the system.
Q35:	Can the final submission be one combined PDF? 
A35:	No. To avoid file size limitations, please submit each document as a separate file and do not combine multiple documents into one. Electronic files must be in MS Word and Excel Office Suite formats unless originally provided in the solicitation in another format. Attachments requiring signatures may be scanned and submitted in PDF format. The system will not allow electronic documents to be submitted after the SOQ due date and time. Applicants will receive a confirmation email after all required documents have been successfully uploaded. 
Please give yourself ample time to complete all steps of the submission process: do not wait until right before the deadline to begin the process. The CEC strongly encourages applicants to upload and submit all applications before 5:00 p.m. because CEC staff will not be available after 5:00 p.m. or on weekends to assist with questions or the upload process. 
Please note that while we endeavor to assist all would-be applicants, we cannot guarantee that the Commission Agreement Officer will be available for consultation on the due date, so please plan accordingly. For more information, please see Preferred Method for Delivery in the solicitation manual on pages 101-102, available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q36:	Are resumes required in the SOQ for all team members who may bill, or are they only required during the rate negotiation process? 
A36: 	On pages 105 and 116 of the solicitation manual under the “Project Team Relevant Experience and Qualifications” section, which is part of the SOQ Section 2 Technical Response, it states the following, “Provides a current resume for all team members listed, including job classification and description, relevant experience, start and end dates (month and year), education, academic degrees, and professional licenses.” Firms are cautioned that they should include all team members in their SOQ. The CEC does not want to be in the position of assessing additional team members during rate negotiations. The solicitation manual is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q37:	Are we able to add additional attachments and/or supporting documents in GSS that are not explicitly requested in the solicitation? 
A37:	Yes, additional attachments and supporting documentation may be included with the application through GSS. 
Please give yourself ample time to complete all steps of the submission process: do not wait until right before the deadline to begin the process. The CEC strongly encourages applicants to upload and submit all applications before 5:00 p.m. because CEC staff will not be available after 5:00 p.m. or on weekends to assist with questions or the upload process. 
Please note that while we endeavor to assist all would-be applicants, we cannot guarantee that the Commission Agreement Officer will be available for consultation on the due date, so please plan accordingly. For more information, please see the “Preferred Method for Delivery” section in the solicitation manual on pages 101-102, available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Technical Questions
Q38:	Does the CEC have a priority focus for this work across the seven building categories? If so, can you please provide details on the priorities?
A38:	Yes, the CEC has a priority focus for this work across the seven building categories. The current prioritization of building categories is as follows:
1. Existing single-family residential buildings.
2. Newly constructed nonresidential buildings.
3. Covered processes.
4. Existing nonresidential buildings.
5. Newly constructed multifamily residential buildings.
6. Existing multifamily residential buildings.
7. Newly constructed single-family residential buildings.
We do expect to revisit this prioritization with the selected Contractor, and the order may change based on this collaboration.
Q39:	In the Background Summary section of the solicitation manual on page 11, “covered processes” is included in the seven building categories. Can you elaborate on what is meant by “covered processes”?
A39:	Yes, the term “covered process” is defined in the 2025 Building Energy Efficiency Standards (https://www.energy.ca.gov/publications/2025/2025-building-energy-efficiency-standards-residential-and-nonresidential) as “a process that includes computer rooms, data centers, elevators, escalators and moving walkways, laboratories, enclosed parking garages, commercial kitchens, refrigerated warehouses, commercial refrigeration, compressed air systems, process boilers, process heating and cooling piping, and controlled environment horticultural spaces.”
	For reference, the 2025 Building Energy Efficiency Standards also define a “process” as “an activity or treatment that is not related to the space conditioning, lighting, service water heating, or ventilating of a building as it relates to human occupancy.”
	Refer to the California Energy Code Compliance Gap Analysis (https://www.energy.ca.gov/publications/2025/california-energy-code-compliance-gap-analysis), Chapter 3.1.5 for more information. 
Q40:	Under Subtask 4.1 in the SOW on page 47, it mentions “precision targets (such as margin of error and confidence level)”. Does the CEC have an expected minimum precision target for this work?
A40:	The CEC does not have fixed minimum precision targets; however, Firms should consider a 90% confidence level with ±10% precision as a benchmark commonly used for Energy Code compliance field studies. See an example reference in the Residential Building Energy Code Field Study Data Collection & Analysis Methodology (https://www.energy.gov/documents/bto-res-field-study-methodology-060618-2pdf). Firms may recommend alternative precision targets if they are methodologically justified and better aligned with the study objectives, sample availability, budget, or implementation constraints. 
Q41:	Regarding Subtask 10.3 in the SOW on pages 86-87, the CEC has an active contract to obtain similar services for monitoring and compliance for federal funded programs, which was solicited under RFP-24-301. How will the contract that results from this solicitation interface with the other existing contract?
A41:	When appropriate and/or applicable and to ensure consistency, the CEC Project Manager for the agreement resulting from this solicitation will coordinate with the CEC Project Manager assigned to the existing active contract. While some similarity exists, the target audience for the services provided varies between the two agreements. 
Specifically, the purpose of the active CEC contract that resulted from solicitation number RFP-24-301 is to provide the CEC with assistance in administrative monitoring, reporting, compliance, and auditing requirements associated with federal funding received by the CEC. 
	Alternatively, the purpose of Subtask 10.3 as on pages 86-87 of the RFQ-25-401 solicitation manual is for the Prime Contractor to provide assistance to awarded local jurisdictions to ensure that the reserved funding is successfully implemented and reported in accordance with federal and State requirements. 	
The solicitation manual is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q42:	On page 106 of the solicitation manual, it says the Firm and each Subcontractor shall provide one example of each type of work product example that is representative of the services it will provide under the agreement. Are items A-E located on pages 106-108 the “types” and therefore, a minimum of five sample work products is required? 
A42:	Yes, the five “types” of examples of previous work products are:
A. Field Studies
B. Statistical Data Analysis and Quality Assurance
C. Data Science and Advance Analytics
D. Batch Building Energy Modeling
E. Workforce Development and Program Technical Assistance
A minimum of one example of each work product type is required. The examples can be provided by either the Firm or its Subcontractors. An example is not required from each Firm or every Subcontractor.
Each example must be representative of the services that will be provided under the agreement. The CEC can accept the same work product as an example for more than one type, but only if the Firm clearly labels the example with all applicable work product types prior to submission.
The CEC posted Addendum 2 to the solicitation manual on June 3, 2026, which updated the requirements for this evaluation criteria item. The updated solicitation manual and cover letter detailing the changes made are available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
It is also important to note that the CEC will not accept or retain any SOQs that contain confidential information or have any portion marked confidential. Please ensure that any examples of previous work products submitted with your SOW do not contain confidential information or have any portion marked confidential. 
The solicitation manual is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q43:	Does the Prime Contractor need to submit one work product example for each area, or can a Subcontractor provide a work product to fulfill this request?
A43:	A minimum of one example of each work product type is required. The examples can be provided by either the Firm or its Subcontractors. An example is not required from each Firm or every Subcontractor.
Each example must be representative of the services that will be provided under the agreement. The CEC can accept the same work product as an example for more than one type, but only if the Firm clearly labels the example with all applicable work product types prior to submission.
The CEC posted Addendum 2 to the solicitation manual on June 3, 2026, which updated the requirements for this evaluation criteria item. The updated solicitation manual and cover letter detailing the changes made are available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
It is also important to note that the CEC will not accept or retain any SOQs that contain confidential information or have any portion marked confidential. Please ensure that any examples of previous work products submitted with your SOW do not contain confidential information or have any portion marked confidential. 
The solicitation manual is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q44:	What is the expected example work product related to “Batch Building Energy Modeling”? This type of work is often completed behind the scenes with no specific work products to show. It may also be confidential.
A44:	Many of the tasks outlined in the SOW will require the project team to complete detailed analysis at a statewide level. The CEC is interested in an applicant’s ability and/or experience with Batch Building Energy Modeling because it requires analysis and efficiencies that could prove beneficial to the work planned for this contract. 
In addition, as stated on page 107 of the solicitation manual, the “Batch Building Energy Modeling” examples should demonstrate analytical or evaluative use of modeling rather than single-project design compliance modeling. 
As such, Firms and Subcontractors may provide representative examples of relevant experience and capabilities, which may include, but not limited to, non-confidential deliverables, anonymized or redacted technical memoranda, methodology descriptions, model workflows, quality assurance/quality control documentation, summary results, dashboards, scripts, or case studies that demonstrate comparable technical expertise. The intent is to demonstrate the Firm’s or Subcontractor’s experience, technical approach, and ability to perform this type of work rather than require disclosure of confidential information. 
It is also important to note that the CEC will not accept or retain any SOQs that contain confidential information or have any portion marked confidential. Please ensure that any examples of previous work products submitted with your SOW do not contain confidential information or have any portion marked confidential. 
The solicitation manual is available on the RFQ-25-401 solicitation webpage (https://www.energy.ca.gov/solicitations/2026-05/rfq-25-401-energy-code-compliance-evaluation-support).
Q45:	For evaluation of energy savings, does the CEC anticipate sharing data from its Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) data repository to compare actual energy usage versus modeling?
A45:	No, the CEC does not anticipate sharing data from its AMI data repository to complete the tasks as outlined in the SOW.



Diana Grady,
Commission Agreement Officer
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