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July 30, 2026
GFO-25-605
Reliable Electric Charging for Eligible School-bus Sites (RECESS)    
Addendum 3

The purpose of this addendum is to notify potential applicants of changes that have been made to GFO-25-605. 

The addendum includes revisions to the Solicitation Manual; Attachment 02 – Funding Lane 2 Project Narrative; Attachment 03 – Funding Lane 3 Project Narrative; Attachment 04 – Scope of Work; Attachment 05 – Schedule of Products and Due Dates; and Questions and Answers. 

Added language appears in bold underline, and deleted language appears in [strikethrough] and within square brackets.

Please note that revisions to Attachment 04 (Scope of Work) and Attachment 05 (Schedule of Products and Due Dates) are not included in this addendum cover letter. Updated versions of these templates have been posted on the solicitation information webpage and include bold and strikethrough formatting to highlight the changes. These updates are provided solely for informational purposes to support applicant awareness and do not alter the requirements of the solicitation.

The updated Questions and Answers set is also posted on the CEC’s solicitation information webpage at www.energy.ca.gov/funding-opportunities/solicitations.

SOLICITATION MANUAL
The following edits are made to the Solicitation Manual.
Section II.B. Project Requirements

2. Project Location Requirements
· The proposed grid-connected and off-grid (if any) charging infrastructure must be located in a local educational agency’s or third-party transportation provider’s bus yard(s) or depot(s) in California. A bus yard or bus depot is defined as a yard, lot, garage, barn, space, or structure where the applicant domiciles and maintains some or all of its school buses for transportation operations.

Section III.D.3. Funding Lane 2 Project Narrative (Attachment 2) [Funding Lane 2]

a. Project Implementation and Readiness
1) Describe the need for the proposed charging infrastructure in Attachment 8.
2) Include information documenting progress towards achieving compliance under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for all proposed project sites. If CEQA compliance has not been obtained, Applications must include a schedule to complete CEQA activities for the proposed project, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the Lead Agency. 
3) Include information about the permitting required for all project sites and whether or not the permitting has been completed. If the permitting has not been completed, applications must include a permitting schedule that ensures the successful project completion within the timeframes specified in this solicitation, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the authorities having jurisdiction(s) over the project.
4) Include information about whether the Division of the State Architect review is required for the project, and if/how the proposed project timeline is affected by the review.

Section III.D.4. Funding Lane 3 Project Narrative (Attachment 3) [Funding Lane 3]

b. Project Implementation and Readiness
1) Describe the need for the proposed charging infrastructure in Attachment 8.
2) Include information documenting progress towards achieving compliance under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for all proposed project sites. If CEQA compliance has not been obtained, Applications must include a schedule to complete CEQA activities for the proposed project, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the Lead Agency. 
3) Include information about the permitting required for all project sites and whether or not the permitting has been completed. If the permitting has not been completed, applications must include a permitting schedule that ensures the successful project completion within the timeframes specified in this solicitation, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the authorities having jurisdiction(s) over the project.
4) Include information about whether the Department of State Architect review is required for the project, and if/how the proposed project timeline is affected by the review.

Section IV.E. Evaluation Criteria [Funding Lane 2]

	Criterion for Funding Lane 2
	Possible Points

	Project Implementation and Readiness
Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
· The need for the proposed charging infrastructure is clear and justified in Attachment 8.
· The proposed project has achieved compliance under CEQA. 
· Required permitting for the proposed project has been completed. 
· The Division of the State Architect review is required for the project, and the proposed project timeline is affected by the review.
· The estimated timeline to energize the site(s) is realistic and minimized. 
· The estimated timeline for charger installation and commissioning from the point of anticipated CEC Business Meeting approval is realistic and expedited.
· Potential project delays and strategies to mitigate delays are identified.
· The timeline for when electric school buses will be in operation to utilize the installed charging infrastructure is clear and realistic.
NOTE: Project Implementation and Readiness must obtain a minimum passing score of 56 points (70 percent) within this evaluation criterion to be eligible for funding.
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Section IV.F. Evaluation Criteria [Funding Lane 3]

	Criterion for Funding Lane 3
	Possible Points

	Team Experience and Qualifications
Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
· The project team’s qualifications are appropriate for successful implementation of the proposed project. 
· The project team demonstrates the ability to meet deadlines and milestones for the proposed project. 
· The project team demonstrates the ability to control project costs.
· The Applicant and project team have demonstrated exceptional administrative and technical performance under existing or prior funding agreements (CEC and/or other public agencies), if the Applicant or project team worked on such projects. 
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	Project Implementation and Readiness
Applications will be evaluated on the degree to which:
· The need for the proposed charging infrastructure is clear and justified in Attachment 8.
· The proposed project has achieved compliance under CEQA.
· Required permitting for the proposed project has been completed.
· The Division of the State Architect review is required for the project, and the proposed project timeline is affected by the review.
· The estimated timeline to energize the site(s) is minimized.
· The estimated timeline for charger installation and commissioning from the point of anticipated CEC Business Meeting approval is realistic and expedited.
· Potential project delays and strategies to mitigate delays are identified.
· The timeline for when electric school buses will be in operation to utilize the installed charging infrastructure is clear and realistic.
NOTE: Project Implementation and Readiness must obtain a minimum passing score of 21 points (70 percent) within this evaluation criterion to be eligible for funding.
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ATTACHMENT 2 – FUNDING LANE 2 PROJECT NARRATIVE
The following edits are made to the Funding Lane 2 Project Narrative (Attachment 02).   

Project Implementation and Readiness
1) Describe the need for the proposed charging infrastructure in Attachment 8.
2) Include information documenting progress towards achieving compliance under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for all proposed project sites. If CEQA compliance has not been obtained, Applications must include a schedule to complete CEQA activities for the proposed project, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the Lead Agency. 
3) Include information about the permitting required for all project sites and whether or not the permitting has been completed. If the permitting has not been completed, applications must include a permitting schedule that ensures the successful project completion within the timeframes specified in this solicitation, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the authorities having jurisdiction(s) over the project.
4) Include information about whether the Division of the State Architect review is required for the project, and if/how the proposed project timeline is affected by the review.
5) Describe how the proposed project will coordinate with the respective utility provider for utility connection and how the Applicant will minimize time to energize the proposed site(s).
6) Describe the estimated timeline for charger installation and commissioning from the point of anticipated CEC Business Meeting approval. Include details on how this process can be expedited to ensure the project will be completed within 36 months of agreement execution, including 12-months of data collection.
7) Describe potential project delays and the strategies that will be used to mitigate delays. 
8) Describe a clear and realistic timeline for when electric school buses will be in operation to utilize the installed charging infrastructure.



ATTACHMENT 3 – FUNDING LANE 3 PROJECT NARRATIVE
The following edits are made to the Funding Lane 3 Project Narrative (Attachment 03).   

Project Implementation and Readiness

1) Describe the need for the proposed charging infrastructure in Attachment 8.
2) Include information documenting progress towards achieving compliance under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for all proposed project sites. If CEQA compliance has not been obtained, Applications must include a schedule to complete CEQA activities for the proposed project, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the Lead Agency. 
3) Include information about the permitting required for all project sites and whether or not the permitting has been completed. If the permitting has not been completed, applications must include a permitting schedule that ensures the successful project completion within the timeframes specified in this solicitation, as well as discuss the results of communications or in-person meetings with the authorities having jurisdiction(s) over the project.
4) Include information about whether the Division of the State Architect review is required for the project, and if/how the proposed project timeline is affected by the review.
5) Describe how the proposed project will coordinate with the respective utility provider for utility connection and how the Applicant will minimize time to energize the proposed site(s).
6) Describe the estimated timeline for charger installation and commissioning from the point of anticipated CEC Business Meeting approval. Include details on how this process can be expedited to ensure the project will be completed within 36 months of agreement execution, including 12-months of data collection.
7) Describe project delays and the strategies that will be used to mitigate delays.
8) Describe a clear and realistic timeline for when electric school buses will be in operation to utilize the installed charging infrastructure.



Questions and Answers
The following edits are made to the Questions and Answers document.

Q20.	How is “bus yard or depot” defined? Does this just mean a bus yard specifically and solely, or can it be any location where a school district domiciles and has buses staged overnight? For example, if a school district keeps their bus fleet (or some of their bus fleet) in a parking lot behind a high school, could that site serve as bus yard or depot under this solicitation, despite it not being a separate site or solely for staging and domiciling buses.

A20. 	Addendum 3 clarifies that a bus yard or bus depot is defined as a yard, lot, garage, barn, space, or structure where the applicant domiciles and maintains some or all of its school buses for transportation operations. Please see Section II.B. for more information on project requirements. 

The Project Implementation and Readiness criterion in Section IV.E. and Section IV.F. evaluates how ready and prepared the proposed project is for implementation. Applicants that propose projects near or on school sites may be subject to the Division of State Architect review. Applicants will be scored to the degree to which “The Division of the State Architect review is required for the project, and the proposed project timeline is affected by the review” and “The estimated timeline to energize the site(s) is realistic and minimized.” 


Carissa Peri
Commission Agreement Officer
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