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July 21, 2026

GFO-25-608
Electric Vehicle Hub, Outreach, Messaging, and Equipment (EV HOME)
Addendum 01

The purpose of this addendum is to notify potential applicants of changes that have been made to GFO-25-608.

The addendum includes revisions to the Solicitation Manual (Attachment 00) and the Scope of Work (Attachment 02). Added language appears in bold underline, and deleted language appears in [strikethrough] and within square brackets. 

SOLICITATION MANUAL
The following edits are made to the Solicitation Manual (Attachment 00).
1. Section I.D. Key Activities and Dates
Key activities including dates and times for this solicitation are presented below.  An addendum will be released if the dates change for the asterisked (*) activities. Times listed are Pacific Standard Time or Pacific Daylight Time, whichever is being observed.

	ACTIVITY
	ACTION DATE

	Solicitation Release
	May 11, 2026

	Pre-Application Workshop*
	June 1, 2026

	Deadline for Written Questions*
	June 12, 2026

	Anticipated Distribution of Questions/Answers
	Week of July 6, 2026

	Support for Application Submission in the Energy Commission Agreement Management System (ECAMS) until 5:00 p.m.
	Ongoing until August [18] 25, 2026

	Deadline to Submit Applications by 11:59 p.m.*
	August [18] 25, 2026

	Anticipated Notice of Proposed Awards Posting 
	Week of October 26, 2026

	Anticipated CEC Business Meeting 
	February 2027


2. Section I.E. How Award Is Determined
Applications that pass administrative and technical screening will be scored and ranked based on evaluation criteria in Section IV. Unless CEC exercises any of its other rights regarding this solicitation (e.g., to cancel the solicitation or reduce funding), applications obtaining at least the minimum passing score will be recommended for funding in ranked order until all funds available under this solicitation for Phase 1 are exhausted. If multiple applications propose projects with overlapping regional boundaries [within the same region] (see Section II.B.4 for more information on regions), the CEC intends to recommend only the highest-scoring application among them for funding [for that region]. However, at its sole discretion, the CEC reserves the right to recommend funding for projects with overlapping regional boundaries.

Funding for Phase 2 is contingent on availability of funds and completion of specified performance metrics, as determined by the CEC. If available, funding for Phase 2 will be distributed, at the CEC’s discretion, to awarded projects that proposed a Phase 2 and meet specified key performance metrics (See Section I.G.).

If the funds available under this solicitation are insufficient to fully fund a grant proposal, CEC reserves the right to recommend partially funding that proposal.  In this event, the proposed Applicant/Awardee and Commission Agreement Manager (CAM) shall meet and attempt to reach agreement on a reduced scope of work commensurate with the level of available funding.
3. Section I.H. Maximum and Minimum Amounts
Phase 1 (required): minimum [$500,000] $300,000; maximum $5 million.
Phase 2 (optional): minimum $500,000; maximum $5 million.
4. Section I.I. Maximum Number of Applications 
Applicants are only eligible to submit one application under this solicitation. An organization cannot serve as the prime applicant on one application and as a subrecipient or project partner on another. 
5. Section II.A.1. Eligibility 
This solicitation is open to [non-profit] not-for-profit organizations, community choice aggregators, publicly owned utilities, and Community-Based Organizations. Applicants that are not Community-Based Organizations must identify at least one Community-Based Organization in their application as a subrecipient to conduct education and outreach about EV benefits, charging options, and available incentives. Applicants must include a Letter of Commitment from each identified Community-Based Organization in Attachment 07. Subrecipients are not required to be not-for-profits, but at least one subrecipient must be a Community-Based Organization as defined under this Solicitation Manual if the Applicant is not.
The entity applying to this solicitation (the Applicant) will become the Recipient, if awarded. 
For the purposes of this solicitation, a Community-Based Organization is defined as a public or private [non-profit] not-for-profit organization that: 
· Have deployed projects and/or outreach efforts within the specific region.
· Have official mission and visions statements that expressly identify serving disadvantaged and/or low-income communities.
· Currently employ staff member(s) who specialize in and are dedicated to diversity, or equity, or inclusion, or is a 501(c)(3) non-profit or 501(c)(14) credit union.
For the purposes of this solicitation, California Native American Tribes and California Tribal Organizations serving California Native American Tribes are considered Community-Based Organizations. 

Ineligible applicants include investor-owned utilities and all other entities besides those identified as eligible above.  

6. Section II.B.2. Number of EV Acquisitions Supported 
A minimum of 250 new or used EVs must be acquired by participants in Phase 1. These 250 EVs may be supported through Activity 1, 2, or 3, described in Section II.B.3. Applicants proposing Phase 2 must support a minimum of 500 new or used EV acquisitions in Phase 1 to be eligible to be considered for Phase 2, in addition to other key performance metrics (See Section I.G.). These are minimum requirements and Applicants are encouraged to target a larger number of EV acquisitions in their applications. Applications will be evaluated on the cost effectiveness of their proposals (for example, the expected number of EV acquisitions considering the budget proposed).
Up to 20 percent of the EVs acquired by participants may be plug-in hybrid vehicles (PHEVs). For the purpose of this solicitation a PHEV must be U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) rated for at least 40 miles of all-electric range. Fleet vehicles are not eligible to participate in this solicitation.
To verify that EV acquisitions counted toward program key performance 	 indicators (KPIs) are directly connected to program participation, 		 Recipients must collect [attestation from participants who purchase or 	     lease an eligible vehicle while participating in the program. Attestation 	     must include the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) and proof of purchase, lease, or registration dated within the program period." ] a signed Acquisition Form from participants. Program Administrators must collect Acquisition Forms before program funds can be used for the installation of a residential charger covered under Activity 3. The Acquisition Form template will be developed by the CEC, in consultation with the Recipient, during the project. The Acquisition Form can document the acquisition of both leased and purchased EVs.

7. Section II.B.3. Program Activities 

Programs must include all of the following activities: 
Activity 1: Education and Outreach 
Eligible activities include:
· Providing education and outreach on EV benefits, available charging options, and incentive opportunities to potential EV adopters at eligible residences.

Activity 2: Assistance Applying for Incentives and Rebates 
Eligible activities include:
· Connecting participants to available EV and EV charging rebates, grants, or incentives offered by third parties.
· Providing participants with technical assistance on EV charging options and how to install EV charging to EV adopters.

Activity 3: Residential EV Charger Installation Support

[In areas where other funding programs are not available to support charging installations,] The Program Administrator must provide direct funding to supplement the cost of EV charger installations, [this solicitation will provide funding for residential EV charger installations,] limited to households/participants that acquire a new or used EV during the program. Residential EV charger installation support is not eligible for existing EV drivers. The Applicant should clearly identify what third-party incentives are available in the proposed region and demonstrate through their Project Narrative and Budget how they plan to supplement existing incentives. The Applicant must clearly demonstrate that the amount of provided funding, when combined with existing third-party incentives, does not exceed the cost of the EV charger installation.
 	Eligible activities include:
· Installing Level 1 or Level 2 residential plug-in EV charging equipment at single-family homes and multifamily homes of participants. Curbside charging is allowed under this solicitation with a cost cap equal to that of the multifamily 240-volt charger installations described in Section II.C. Eligible Project Costs. The Recipient or a subrecipient will facilitate the installation of the charger and will be reimbursed by the CEC up to a cost cap following installation as described in Section II.C. Eligible Project Costs. Note that panel upgrades at single-family homes are not an eligible cost.
· For the purpose of this solicitation, multifamily housing includes duplexes, triplexes, and townhomes, and all other multifamily dwellings.
· Projects must comply with all applicable electrical codes and safety standards. 
· The participant must acquire (or have acquired) a new or used EV during the term of the program.
· An Activity 3 installation does not count[s] toward[s] the EV adoption goal described in Section II.B.2. [, with one EV charger counted as one EV.] Residential charger installations are intended to incentivize growth in EV ownership and, therefore, are not counted toward the EV acquisition target.
Projects must be completed within three years for Phase 1 with an additional three years for Phase 2 activities (if proposed). The CEC reserves the right to modify this requirement.

8. Section II.B.5. Experience in Proposed Region 

The program administrator must have at least one year of experience providing energy-related services or activities in the proposed project region. This experience must be clearly identified in the resume (Attachment 05). This experience may have been obtained while employed by an organization other than the Applicant.

9. Section II.B.6. Ineligible Projects 

Ineligible projects include installations of EV charging equipment outside eligible census tracts or an installation that does not directly serve single-family homes and multifamily homes, with the exception of curbside charging. 
Projects that do not directly support a designated region are not eligible, nor are projects that fail to focus on DACs and LICs within that designated region. Installation of EV charging equipment for existing EV drivers is not eligible.
A project or any installation of charging equipment that receives incentive funding from another CEC grant funding opportunity (GFO) or block grant incentive project is not eligible for funding under this GFO.

10. Section III.D.2.c. Consumer Engagement Strategy 
4) Describe strategies to verify new or used EV acquisition is directly attributable to the program, including collecting [participant] signed Acquisition Forms from participants. [attestation with VIN and proof of purchase, lease , or vehicle registration.]
11. Section III.D.6. Resumes (Attachment 05) 

Applicants must include resumes for key personnel identified in the proposal. “Key personnel” are individuals that are critical to the project due to their experience, knowledge, and/or capabilities. Resumes are limited to a maximum of 2 pages each. 

Note that the program administrator must have at least one year of experience providing energy-related services or activities in the proposed project region. This must be clearly identified in the resume. This experience may have been obtained while employed by an organization other than the Applicant.
12. Section III.D.10. CEQA Worksheet (Attachment 09) 
Applicants must include a completed CEQA Worksheet. CEC requires this information to assist it in making its own determination under the California Environmental Quality Act (Public Resources Code Section §§ 21000 et seq).

The CEQA worksheet will help Applicants and CEC to determine CEQA compliance obligations by identifying which projects may require more extensive CEQA review. Failure to complete the worksheet may lead to disqualification of the application.

Applicants may input "TBD" or "Various Sites" for questions pertaining to charger installation location included in Attachment 09, CEQA Worksheet. Following agreement execution, the Recipient must work with the Commission Agreement Manager to verify the CEQA exemptions for each newly identified site. 

Applicants are encouraged to provide documentation of communication with the local lead agency, if one exists (e.g., a county or city). Documentation may include a completed notice of exemption, a letter from the local agency acknowledging its role in the CEQA process, or a permit application to the lead agency that is stamped as received. If no CEQA review would be required by the local lead agency, provide documentation (e.g. a letter or e-mail) from the local agency explaining why CEQA review is not required. 

[…]
13. Section V.A. Definition of Key Words
Important definitions for this solicitation are presented below: 
	Word/Term
	Definition

	AB
	Assembly Bill

	Applicant
	Respondent to this solicitation

	Application
	Formal written response to this document from applicant

	CAM
	Commission Agreement Manager

	California Native American Tribe
	A Native American tribe located in California that is on the contact list maintained by the Native American Heritage Commission for the purposes of Chapter 905 of the Statutes of 2004.

	California Tribal Organization serving a California Native American Tribe
	A corporation, association, or group controlled, sanctioned, or chartered by a California Native American Tribe that is subject to its laws, the laws of the State of California, or the laws of the United States.

	CAO
	Commission Agreement Officer

	CBO
	Community Based Organization. For purposes of this solicitation, a CBO is a public or private [non-profit] not-for-profit organization that: 
· Have deployed projects and/or outreach efforts within the specified region.
· Have official mission and vision statements that expressly identify serving disadvantaged and/or low-income communities.
· Currently employ staff member(s) who specialize in and are dedicated to diversity, or equity, or inclusion, or is a 501(c)(3) non-profit or 501(c)(14) credit union.

	CCA
	Community Choice Aggregator. Local government–driven electricity procurement entity that offers residents and businesses an alternative to the default investor-owned utility (IOU) for their electricity supply

	CEC
	California Energy Commission

	Charger 
	For the purpose of this solicitation, “charger” is synonymous with “residential plug-in electric vehicle charging station.”

	EV
	Electric Vehicle. A vehicle that is either partially or fully powered on electric power received from an external power source. For the purposes of this Agreement, this definition does not include golf carts, electric bicycles, or other micromobility devices.

	GAAP
	Generally Accepted Accounting Principles

	GFO
	Grant Funding Opportunity

	Level 1 charger
	A charger that operates on a circuit less than 208 volts and transfers alternating-current electricity to a device in an EV that converts alternating current to direct current to charge an EV battery

	Level 2 charger
	A charger that operates on a circuit greater than or equal to 208 volts and transfers alternating-current electricity to a device in an EV that converts alternating current to direct current to charge an EV battery

	MFH
	Multifamily Home

	Not-for-profit
	An entity that is organized and operated exclusively for exempt purposes, where no part of its net earnings inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual. This includes organizations recognized as tax-exempt under applicable subsections of Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code (such as 501(c)(3) corporations and 501(c)(14) credit unions). 

	Participants
	A member of the public that is the end recipient of services from the Program.

	PHEV
	A Plug‑in Hybrid Electric Vehicle, which is a vehicle that uses both a battery and a gasoline engine. For the purpose of this solicitation, only PHEVs with an EPA‑rated all‑electric range of at least 40 miles qualify.

	POU
	Publicly Owned Utility. A local publicly owned electric utility as defined by California Public Utilities Code Section 224.3.

	Recipient 
	An applicant awarded a grant under a CEC solicitation.

	Residential plug-in electric vehicle charging station
	A Level 1 charger or Level 2 charger that is exclusively used by residential customers and is not publicly accessible. 

	SFH
	Single-Family Home

	Solicitation
	Grant Funding Opportunity, which refers to this entire solicitation document and all its attachments and exhibits

	State
	State of California

	Subrecipient
	A person or entity that receives grant funds directly from a grant Recipient and is entrusted to make decisions about how to conduct some of the grant’s activities. A Subrecipient’s role involves discretion over grant activities and is not merely just selling goods or services.


 
SCOPE OF WORK 
The following edits are made to the Scope of Work (Attachment 02).

1. Glossary
	CBO  
	Community Based Organization. For purposes of this Agreement, a CBO is a public or private [non-profit] not-for-profit organization that:
· Have deployed projects and/or outreach efforts within the specified region.
· Have official mission and vision statements that expressly identify serving disadvantaged and/or low-income communities.
· Currently employ staff member(s) who specialize in and are dedicated to diversity, or equity, or inclusion, or is a 501(c)(3) non-profit or 501(c)(14) credit union.

	Not-for-profit 
	An entity that is organized and operated exclusively for exempt purposes, where no part of its net earnings inures to the benefit of any private shareholder or individual. This includes organizations recognized as tax-exempt under applicable subsections of Section 501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code (such as 501(c)(3) corporations and 501(c)(14) credit unions).

	POU 
	Publicly Owned Utility. A local publicly owned electric utility as defined by California Public Utilities Code Section 224.3.



2. Task 2 Project Plan 
The goal of this task is to establish a Project Plan that will describe the Recipient's overall plan for completing the work under the Agreement. 

The Recipient shall:
· Prepare and provide to the CAM for approval a Project Plan that shall include, but not be limited to the following: 
· Timeline that details milestones, key performance indicators, metrics, and actions or decisions by the Recipient, CEC, and/or subrecipients or both Phase 1 and Phase 2 (if applicable) of the program. 
· A program development schedule that includes the major tasks and milestones (e.g., requirements, development, testing, go/no-go, launch), the order of these tasks, and a general description of the work to be performed within each of these tasks. 
· Plan for identifying potential participants, including drivers with high gasoline expenses. 
· Plan for providing education and outreach about the benefits of EVs, EV charging options, and available incentives. 
· Plan for verifying that EV purchases are attributable to the program, including collecting [participant attestation with VIN and proof of purchase, lease, or registration] signed Acquisition Forms from participants. 
· Plan for providing assistance applying for third-party incentives, rebates, and grants.
· Plan for residential EV charger installation support. 
· Plan to quickly scale if additional funding becomes available under Phase 2 (if applicable).
· Forecasted administrative funding spend rate. 
· Forecasted number of residential plug-in EV charging ports to become operational. 
· Establish and implement procedures to separate, accept, track, disburse, and report on funding from sources other than the CEC, which shall include but not be limited to: 
· Applying Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP) to set up operation of the program accounting system and ensure that funding sources are kept separate. 
· Setting up a general ledger account to track and report CEC program funding separately from other expenditures. 
· Tracking overall administrative spend rate to ensure adequate budget to complete the project. 



Kevyn Piper
Commission Agreement Officer
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